SYRACUSE

PEACE COUNCIL’S

Central New York Voices for Peace and Social Justice

November-December 2011 #809

SPC INFO

Peace Newslet ter Contents

SPC Steering Committee 2011

Jessica Azulay, Carol Baum, Jack Brown, Andy Mager, Jessica Maxwell,
Kimberley McCoy, Rae Kramer, Julienne Oldfield, Amelia RamseyLefevre, Carole Resnick, Ursula Rozum, Richard Vallejo, Rose Viviano,
Sara Watrous, Wendy Yost.

SPC’s Peace Newsletter

Editorial Committee: Eunji Kim, Saptarshi Lahiri, Andy Mager, Donna
Mühs-McCarten, Amelia Ramsey-Lefevre, Aly Wane. Layout: Jessica
Maxwell. Calendar: Allison Clark. Proofing: Rae Kramer, Andy Molloy.

peacecouncil.net

Read the PNL online (issues dating to 1936!), learn about projects and
upcoming events, get involved, and subscribe to our e-announcements list.

SPC Committees & Projects

Bikes 4 Peace - fixing bikes and working cooperatively with youth
Bring Our War Money Home - education, outreach, advocacy, demos
CNY Working for a Just Peace in Palestine & Israel - education, action
Ground the Drones - education, demonstrations, outreach
Neighbors of the Onondaga Nation - education, hydrofracking ban
Youth & Militarism - counter-recruitment and youth empowerment
75th Anniversary - event organizing, materials, planning
Fundraising - overall planning to raise funds to support SPC’s work
Event Committees: Birthday, Bowlathon, Plowshares, SummerCrafts
Finance - analysis, reports, budget, general oversight
Peace Newsletter - produce SPC’s monthly newsletter

Affiliated Projects & Coalitions

Alliance of Communities Transforming Syracuse - faith & secular groups
Caribbean Latin America Coalition - sister communities, solidarity, SOA
Public Power Coalition - working for municipal power in Syracuse

SPC in Action compiled by Carol Baum.............................................3
Occupation 101 by David Van Arsdale...............................................5
Why the Political Mainstream Ignores Poverty
.
by David Van Arsdale..................................................................6
A Day in the Life of Occupy Syracuse
.
by Amelia Ramsey-Lefevre and Ben Kuebrich............................7
Cooperative Federal Stands with Occupy Wall Street/Syracuse
by the Cooperative Federal Board...............................................8
Toward a Human Economy by Saptarshi Lahiri.......................................11
From Attica to Pelican Bay by Michael Ratner...............................12
The State of Fracking in NY by Lindsay Speer...............................13
Warrrants Issued for AWOL Soldiers by Ivy Kleinbart...................15
SPC Activist Profile: Karen Kerney by Amelia Ramsey-Lefevre....16
Ida Benderson and the War Economy by Allison Clark..................17
US Should Step Aside as MidEast Broker by Mouin Rabbani.......18
Drone Resisters Trial by Carol Baum..............................................19
Fear After Alabama’s HB 56 by Julianne Hing................................21
SPC Community Calendar..............................................................24
About the Cover: John Digesare’s drawing depicts the valiant
efforts of the Occupy (99%) Movement to topple the greedy
bankers who tanked the economy and to move us toward an
economy which meets the needs of the 99%, not the 1%.

Peace Newsletter

Submissions: pnl@peacecouncil.net or 472-5478.
Advertising: Call 472-5478 or visit our website for rates and sizes.
Calendar: Submit items for the January PNL calendar by December 16.

Central New York Voices for Peace & Social Justice
(make checks to: Syracuse Peace Council)
Name:
Address:
City:

State: _

HomePH: (

)

CellPH: (

Zip:
)

Email:

o This is a renewal.

o This is a new subscription.

o Contact me to get involved.

o Add me to SPC’s e-announcements list.

Only $15 a year for 10 issues!
ribe
Subsc y!
Toda

send payment to:
Syracuse Peace Council
2013 E. Genesee Street
Syracuse, NY 13210
or visit peacecouncil.net to pay online

2 Peace Newsletter November-December 2011

The Syracuse Peace Council (SPC),

founded in 1936, is an antiwar/social justice organization. It is
community-based, autonomous and funded by the contributions
of its supporters.
SPC educates, agitates and organizes for a world where war,
violence and exploitation in any form will no longer exist. It
challenges the existing unjust power relationships among nations,
among people and between ourselves and the environment. As
members, we work to replace inequality, hierarchy, domination
and powerlessness with mutual respect, personal empowerment,
cooperation and a sense of community.
Present social injustices cannot be understood in isolation
from each other nor can they be overcome without recognizing
their economic and militaristic roots. SPC stresses a strategy that
makes these connections clear. We initiate and support activities
that help build this sense of community and help tear down the
walls of oppression. A fundamental basis for peace and justice is
an economic system that places human need above monetary profit.
We establish relationships among people based on cooperation
rather than competition or the threat of destruction.
Our political values and personal lives shape and reflect each
other. In both we are committed to nonviolent means of conflict
resolution and to a process of decision-making that responds to
the needs of us all.

Educate, Agitate, Organize: SPC IN ACTION
compiled by Carol Baum

“#^&*#$% stuff in my life” by accepting
donations for the Plowshares Raffle. The
“oh so interesting” lamp from Aunt Tilly,
the beaded evening bag from your debutante days, the jade plant taking over the
parlor, the pristine copies of 1950 Batman
comics – these are treasures that we will
rechannel to new homes via a winning
raffle ticket. Items are needed by November 30. Call Rae 445-2840. Thanks!

PLOWSHARES 2011

Support Youth Outreach

SPC’s biggest event of the year is just a month away – mark your calendar! Photo: Andy Mager

Plowshares Craftsfair &
Peace Festival

Crafts! Crafts! and more Crafts! Also, yummy
food, diverse entertainment, consciousnessraising peace and justice info, and plenty
of time to make new friends and hug those
we haven’t seen in a while. Please join us
for year 41! When? It’s the first weekend
in December: Saturday December 3,
from 10am-5pm and Sunday December
4, from 11am-5pm at Nottingham High
School (3100 E. Genesee St., Syracuse).
Plowshares is Central New York’s
premier multi-cultural craftsfair, celebrating a world where people enjoy their work
and have control over it. This gathering
of more than 120 craftspeople and artists, and those who support them, is a
major fundraiser for the Peace Council.
Win a prize at the raffle, renowned
for its large variety of unusual items. Be
the high bidder on one of many desirable
silent auction goods and services. Purchase
that perfect holiday gift from the Peace
Council crafts table, filled with items do-

nated by participating craftspeople. Sign a
petition, have a stimulating conversation,
learn about ongoing community activism.
Looking for a chance to do a good deed?
Bring a friend, neighbor or even your
grouchy Auntie Petunia to Plowshares.
We hope to see you soon.

Help Make Plowshares the
Amazing Festival It Is

As always, people make Plowshares happen. The Plowshares committee (Barb
Floch, Lanny Freshman, Karen Kerney,
Rae Kramer, Andy Molloy, Beth Mosley,
Marie Summerwood and Mardea Warner)
meets all year to prepare; it’s up to the rest
of us to help out that weekend!
We need: greeters, people to help with
set-up and take-down, SPC Marketplace
organizers, table staffers and more.

Donate to Plowshares Raffle

We will gladly help with your desperate attempts to “get rid of some of the

2013 East Genesee St., Syracuse, NY 13210 • (315) 472-5478 • spc@peacecouncil.net
www.peacecouncil.net • OFFICE HOURS: Monday-Friday, 10 am – 5 pm
STAFF ORGANIZERS

Carol Baum: carol@peacecouncil.net • Andy Mager: andy@peacecouncil.net
Jessica Maxwell: jessica@peacecouncil.net • Ursula Rozum: ursula@peacecouncil.net

We have just one month left to help juniors
and seniors at our local high schools opt out
of having their contact information sent to
military recruiters. The district is required
to compile and send their list during the fall
semester. If you can help us staff a table at
one of the Syracuse high schools during
the lunch periods (10:40am-12:40pm),
please contact Jessica. As we wrap up fall
semester tabling in the city schools, we’ll
turn our attention to promoting our “Social
Movements as Participation in Government” presentation to local Participation
in Government teachers. We also hope to
schedule table dates at some of the rural
schools in Onondaga County during the
spring semester. We can provide training
to anyone interested in learning how to
staff our info tables or lead classroom
presentations. Contact Andy or Jessica.

Circle of Peace

If you’re in town, please join NOON and
friends from the Onondaga Nation for a

continued on next page

Party for Peace!
Wed., December 14, 6-8pm
SPC Office
(2013 E. Genesee St., 2nd floor)
Gather with SPC staff, steering
committee, activists and supporters to
celebrate another year of peacemaking.
We’ll set aside a few minutes to hear
highlights of the year from SPC’s various projects. Soup, bread and dessert
provided. Please join us! Contact Carol.
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SPC in Action / from previous page
Circle of Peace and Hope at 10 am on
Thursday, November 24 (Thanksgiving
Day) at Willow Bay on the north shore of
Onondaga Lake. We’ll gather to express
our thanks to the Onondaga Nation for their
leadership on ecological preservation and
social healing and rededicate ourselves to
accomplishing the goals of the Onondaga
Land Rights Action. Contact Andy.

Lifting up the
Two Row Wampum Treaty

Birthday Bash a
Huge Success

Over 200 SPC supporters came out to
celebrate at SPC’s 75th Birthday Dinner.
After enjoying a hearty meal of chili,
cornbread and roasted squash, followed
by a delicious dessert of chocolate cake,
bread pudding and ice cream, participants
enjoyed an evening filled with laughs,
thanks to Mike Bonanno of the Yes Men.
Don’t despair if you missed his hilarious
and inspiring presentation, you can watch
it all on SPC’s YouTube channel, thanks to
SPC videographer Nick Papatonis (follow
the link on our homepage).
Many thanks to the over 50 activists

Weekly Peace Outreach
Snow and cold are coming...and the
Peace Outreach will still be there!
Contact Ed or Ann, 478-4571.

New Schedule!

First Tuesday of each month through
March, 4:15-5 pm at the main entrance
to Hancock Air Base (E. Molloy Rd.
between Thompson and Townline Rds.)
Next Peace Outreach: Dec. 6
mix of 700 plus students and community
members, also at SU. In honor of SPC’s
75th anniversary, the following morning
Amy hosted a broadcast
of Democracy Now at
the studios of WCNY in
Liverpool. We’re hoping that Amy’s visit will
revive organizing to get
Democracy Now on the
air in Central New York.
Contact Andy.

Neighbors of the Onondaga Nation (NOON)
has begun development
of a major statewide
educational campaign
to commemorate the
400 th anniversary of
the first treaty between
the Haudenosaunee
and European settlers.
Known as the Two Row
Wampum, the agreement outlines a mutual,
Better Active
three-part commitment
Today than
to friendship, peace
between peoples, and
Radioactive
living in parallel in
Tomorrow
perpetuity. Throughout
With
public opinion turnthe years, the Haudeing against subsidies for
nosaunee have sought
new nuclear plants, and
to honor this mutual
many people waking
vision and have increas- Over 200 people celebrated SPC’s 75th birthday on October 22. Photo: Ursula Rozum
up to the dangers of our
ingly emphasized that
ecological stewardship is a fundamental who helped make the event happen by existing nuclear reactors, SPC and several
prerequisite for this continuing friendship. creating the displays, cooking the food, other groups have joined together to form a
In the spirit of the Two Row Wampum, hosting tables, providing tech support and regional coalition to seize this opportunity
and as concerned citizens of a Nation bound much more. Special thanks to the cook- to push for a nuclear-free future. Already,
by it and scores of subsequent treaties ing crew of Marie Summerwood (menu downstate activists have convinced Gov.
signed on our behalf and subsequently coordination), Teresa Florack (birthday Cuomo and the Attorney General’s office
betrayed in our names, we are committed cake), Hamish Gibbs, Kim McCoy, Paul to push for the closure of the Indian Point
to reinvigorating this powerful vision and Melnikow, Mike Miller, Simon Morrin, nuclear plant (just north of NYC). Their
renewing this mutual commitment begin- Julienne Oldfield and Rose Viviano; John work may set key precedents related to
ning next year and continuing throughout Fitzsimmons (ad wrangler for the written state oversight of nuclear reactors, which
2013. We hope to polish this centuries-old program); and Nancy Hallock (table host are generally regulated by the federal
covenant chain of friendship between our coordinator). The event raised over $6,000 Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC).
Nationally, SPC has joined with over
peoples, and draw more people into the to support SPC’s ongoing work and our
8,000 organizations and individuals as cowork of extending Indigenous sovereignty four staff organizers.
petitioners to Beyond Nuclear’s petition to
over their lands, protecting our shared
the NRC to suspend the operating licenses
environmental inheritance and building
75th Continues with
of all 23 Fukushima-style General Electric
support for a just resolution of the several
Katrina and Amy
Mark 1 boiling water reactors in the US.
Haudenosaunee Land Rights Actions. The
On
October
4
,
Nation
editor
Katrina
vanLearn more at www.beyondnuclear.org or
recent Supreme Court refusal to hear the
den
Heuvel
spoke
to
over
500
people
in
contact Jessica.
dismissal of the Oneida Land Claim case
only reinforces the importance of build- honor of SPC’s anniversary at Syracuse
ing a grassroots movement for justice. University. A month later, Democracy Now
host Amy Goodman addressed a diverse
continued on page 22
Contact Andy.
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Occupation 101:
Lessons from Wall Street Occupiers
David G. Van Arsdale
As a professor in the Social Science Department at Onondaga Community College, I
spend a lot of time constructing lessons
intended to inspire interest in social, political and economic issues. Over the course
of this semester, students’ interest in the
relationship of politics and economics to
their social lives and well-being has exploded. While I’d like to take some credit,
it seems Occupy Wall Street deserves its
fair share of recognition. Intrigued as to
how the occupation was inspiring students,
I decided to inquire.
On September 30, I arrived at Zuccotti Park to find a small, crowded space,
just a block southeast of the World Trade
Center site. People were standing shoulder
to shoulder, listening to speakers articulate
reasons for occupation and solutions to
the economic crisis. The occupiers were
streaming and blogging the event live,
feeding participants in the park’s food-line,
organizing educational forums, sleeping
quarters, entertainment venues, and dividing labor tasks.
On the following day, we began the
march that led to the arrest of 700 protestors
on the Brooklyn Bridge. I was not arrested,
but was contained with thousands of others
while hundreds were handcuffed and carted
away. While a cold rain soaked our bodies,
we remained non-violent, discussing and
contemplating the causes and potential
cures of historic economic inequities,
corporate power, and unemployment. We
chanted, intermittently, “Whose bridge?
Our bridge!” “Whose police? Our police!”
“Whose City? Our City!”
Unable to leave, surrounded by armed
police officers, I turned to a young woman
sitting next to me, a junior in college, “who
do you think is winning the occupation,”
I asked?
“We are!” she said emphatically.
“But we are contained and others
amongst us are being arrested,” I responded.
“But we are here learning about our
rights, about history, social movements, and
participatory democracy. I am winning,”
she said. “And I’m not hurting anyone with
Follow David’s writing at davidvanarsdale.org.

my victory.”
The rest of the
night, as we finally moved from the
Brooklyn Bridge and
marched back to Zuccotti Park, I considered
what I had learned.

Lesson 1:
Recent
bureaucratic
protests have
failed

Occupy Wall Street protesters in Zucotti Park on October 29, as they
hunker down for the winter weather. Photo: Lucas Jackson/Reuters

The largest anti-war
protests in the history of the world predated
the invasion of Iraq and yet the war-march
continued uninterrupted, through Iraq and
into Afghanistan. Pro-worker and workplace
democracy protests erupted across the US
in solidarity with Wisconsin and yet the
nationwide attack on public service workers
and collective bargaining increased. Protestors in the US have in the past few decades
abided by the rules of protest – securing
permits, police escorts, maintaining time
limits, etc. Generally speaking, this has
assured a start and finish to protest, interrupting solidarity, momentum building, and
the possibility of collectively negotiating
solutions and demands. The occupation
of Tahrir Square, and subsequent Arab
urban occupations taught the value of
non-bureaucratic occupation. Students and
many others have learned that leaderless
protest through occupation coupled with
democratic consensus has the potential to
build new, more equitable societies.

Lesson 2: Nonhierarchical
occupation is an effective agent
of participatory democracy
The police and mainstream media, who
have grown used to institutionally organized bureaucratic protest in the US, went
looking for the leaders at Zuccotti Park.
Time and time again they were told, “we
are the leaders,” and all decisions take place
in general assembly through consensus.
A movement based upon ideas that are
democratically formed through consensus
night after night is an entirely new para-

digm for most of us. The police and media
were confused. There were no scapegoats,
no blemished pasts, and so they retreated
to a naïve conclusion: this is an aimless
movement of mostly young, idealistic
anarchists, offering no plausible platform
of demands or solutions. Meanwhile, the
occupiers continued their assemblies,
discussing their causes, voting on how to
proceed, and collectively deciding what
their demands and solutions should be,
etc…. The occupiers have learned, and are
teaching the world, that true democracy
takes space and time.

Lesson 3: Non-violent
occupation is an effective agent
of participatory education
The occupiers have chosen to be non-violent.
In the midst of being pepper-sprayed, kettled
(a police tactic for controlling crowds during
demonstrations) and beaten, the occupiers
have remained calm. It is this calm that
allows for and promotes perhaps one of
the most determined forms of participatory
democracy the world has ever witnessed.
It is their calm, in the face of containment,
that allows occupiers to share ideas openly,
to learn each other’s needs and history, and
to teach each other song, dance, language,
art, and culture along the way. It is their
calm, therefore, that has allowed for what
will probably be one of the greatest educations of their lives and perhaps our lives as
well, if only we could learn to listen and
participate through democratic consensus
in occupied space, as they do.
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Why the Political Mainstream Ignores Poverty
The Census Bureau reported in
September that poverty climbed
to 46.2 million – the largest number of poor people on record in
the US. Still, while over 15% of
US households live in poverty,
the mantra of unemployment is
the preferred Republican and
Democratic discourse. Poverty
remains ignored. Here’s why:
To begin with, the Bureau
of Labor Statistics (BLS) counts
as employed “all persons who
did any work for pay or profit
during the survey week.” This
includes part-time and temporary
workers, who may have worked
just 2 of 7 days, and therefore regularly fall below the poverty
line. With the largest employers in the US, like Wal-Mart and
Target, hiring primarily part-time workers, it’s more politically
optimistic to focus on “unemployment.”
The BLS counts 15 million workers as unemployed. Another
36 million are counted as working part-time or temporary. The
unemployment rate would nearly triple if we counted these
workers unemployed.
The poverty rate is a stronger indicator of the true employment situation. However, Democrats and Republicans will
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continue to shun poverty as
an indicator of the health of
the economy. To admit that
we are a country with too
much poverty and growing
poorer would be to admit that
the kinds of jobs currently
sustaining our country are
not adequate.
If Democrats and Republicans admitted this, they
would have to side with the anger of workers like Tashawna
Green, a 21-year-old who was
recently fired from Target for
supporting a union campaign
at her Long Island store. Ms.
Green was looking to solve the problem of her job producing a
life of poverty for her and her child, while her employer earned
a record $704 million in profits in the second quarter.
The down economy has been good to our suppliers of affordable goods. After all, the poorer we become the more we
depend on them. And the poorer we become and the wealthier
our suppliers of cheap goods become, the more our government
turns to them for economic and political support.
–David Van Arsdale

Amelia Ramsey-Lefevre and
Ben Kuebrich
2:07 pm: It’s Saturday, October 29, the
27th day of the Occupation in Syracuse.
On Salina St. the Education and Empowerment Committee holds a teach-in on
public narrative. Twenty activists attend
the workshop ahead of a day of local
outreach, fine-tuning personal stories of
why they came to the movement. Johanna
Berlin speaks of losing her job at a halfway house in the beginning of October.
A young woman named Paige talks about
being college educated but still struggling
to find a job. Doc, who retired seven years
ago from his job at a Fayetteville-Manlius
school, says that he compiled a list years
back about the problems in this country.
When the occupation came to Syracuse,
he says, “It was like a knock on my head:
maybe I should be doing something!” He
has been writing three phrases for inspiration each night. His current favorite—“Be
the change.”
5:45 pm: We’re sitting at the information
desk with Kensei Koji, a Buddhist who
does a weekly meditation workshop at
Occupy Syracuse, and Chris, a senior at
SU visiting the movement for the first
time today. Beside us a man strums on
the guitar and sings while a group of
about ten provide percussion, sway, and
sing along. On the street, a car honks and
Jessica, an 18-year old OCC student, lets
out a “Woot!” in response. She comes out
to Occupy Syracuse with Debra Keirsey,
her mother. They hold signs like “Honk
If You Miss Democracy.” Debra, also a
full-time student, says that she’s “never
been a protester type” but that this is the
“first time there was a vehicle to make [her]
voice heard.” For her, the issue is getting
the money out of politics, starting with reversing the Citizens United Supreme Court
Decision. Back at the table, Chris says his
first impression of Occupy Syracuse is that
the people are “much more educated and
much more unified than you would think
if you read newspapers about it.”
Ben is a graduate student in the Composition
and Cultural Rhetoric program at SU and works
on the Education and Empowerment Committee
at Occupy Syracuse. Amelia is a peaceworker
in Syracuse and a part-time occupier.

A small sampling of the faces and messages of Occupy
Syracuse are seen here as Jan and Yuri lead a march of
about 100 people on October 26. Photo: Post-Standard

A Day in the Life of Occupy Syracuse

6:14 pm: Scott McGroty (aka Scoot), a 36
year old Oswegan who works in concert
production, says he doesn’t generally get
involved in politics because politicians and
organizations so rarely represent his complete
values. A registered voter, Scoot says no
candidate he has voted for has won office
because although “they have Americans’
views covered the best, they don’t have the
propaganda machine to stop the opposing
views. The Occupation is about bringing the
people’s voice back. We have an amazing
chance of changing the world as long as
we keep focused, don’t let people dissect
us, and keep it nonviolent.”

says, “It’s a perfect example of corporate
greed when a company makes nine billion
dollars and gets almost a million from the
government, doesn’t have to pay it back,
and they want to cut pensions, they want
to cut healthcare, they want to cut pay, and
they want to outsource jobs.”

8:22 pm: A group heads off to use the bathroom a few blocks away at Empire News.
Ryan O’Hara, who was among the first to
join the occupation in Syracuse, describes
the search for a friendly shop with a toilet.
“I went in and started giving my spiel,” he
says, “and the man just cut me off and said:
Yes.” Alex, the owner, is from Egypt and
had been involved in political movements
there. His brother Joe is at the store tonight
and says the occupation here reminds him
of being in Egypt.

11:36 pm: We head out as a smaller jam
session starts up. It’s 29 degrees, and
there are still at least a dozen people at
the camp. The commitment of the group
is impressive. We can’t help but feel that
even if the occupation ends tomorrow,
something has already been won. People
are learning that they aren’t alone in their
perception of systemic problems, and they
are creating a space to have conversation
about those problems. It’s organic education
in a day of lifeless schooling; solidarity
in an age of radical self-interest; a close
bond with humanity in a time of digitized
intimacy; a sense of possibility to combat
cross-generational apathy. To come down
here means you’re claiming the right to an
alternative from the drudgery and alienation
of the current system.
Join us.

8:47 pm: We sit at the information table
with Andy Dellicolli who has spent 26 days
and 25 nights at the Occupation site. We are
joined by Melanie and her husband Michael
who were recently in New York City because
Verizon workers, including Michael, were
on strike. Asked about Verizon, Melanie

9:31 pm: Surveying the demographics of
those present, we see 21 occupiers, aged
10-65, including veterans, small business
owners, students, college graduates, union
members, people dependent on public
assistance, workers of all types, and one
Norwegian Husky.
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Cooperative Federal Stands with Occupy
Wall Street/Occupy Syracuse
Syracuse Cooperative Federal Credit Union stands in solidarity
with Occupy Wall Street, Occupy Syracuse, and the nonviolent
Occupy demonstrations now occurring in communities across
the globe. A resolution expressing this sentiment was passed
unanimously by our Board of Directors, a committee of volunteers elected by their fellow members to govern our credit union.
Thirty years ago, Cooperative Federal was organized by
a cadre of local activists seeking a viable alternative to global
corporate banks. Their vision was radical: divestment from the
racist Apartheid regime in South Africa; fair services for people
of color, single women, the LGBT community, activists and other
low-income or non-traditional workers; a non-profit financial
cooperative operated by the people and for the people. While
we have grown in size and sophistication, that vision continues
to guide us. We exist to foster economic justice, mutual aid,
and reinvestment in all the neighborhoods of Syracuse, NY.
This is a work in progress that depends on the participation of
an active and committed membership.
Our credit union’s mission is closely aligned with that of the
Occupy movement. We oppose the domination of our economic
and political life by giant banks and multinational corporations.
They have abandoned and neglected our communities, forsaken
Cooperative Federal is a not-for-profit financial services cooperative operated for the mutual benefit of its members in Syracuse, NY.

Transfer your balance to the

Cooperative Federal VISA Credit Card
and help your credit union invest in Syracuse.
Rates as low as

7.20%

APR*

. No Balance Transfer Fees
. No Gimmicks
. Keep the convenience...
lose the Big Bank!

Get a llable PDF application at
www.coopfed.org/creditcard.
(You can even submit it by email!)
Or, call 473-0242.

Cooperative Federal
www.coopfed.org . Federally insured by NCUA

*Annual Percentage Rate. Rates are based on credit score. The APR is
a variable periodic rate and may vary.
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working people, and collapsed the US economy through their
insatiable greed. They have used their vast economic power to
unduly influence public policy, harness government to serve
corporate interests, and corrode democracy.
We find it reprehensible that 1% of the US population
controls 40% of the wealth, and that they use that wealth to
advance their self-interests with disregard for the well-being
of the 99%. We advocate holding accountable the perpetrators
of the financial collapse.
We honor the peoples’ right to a peaceable, public redress
of grievances. This right is enshrined in our Constitution and
in our traditions.
We believe that institutions, both public and private, should
serve the people. Government at all levels ought to represent the
interests of the 99% in helping to create a better way forward.
We know that it is possible to create functional and
sustainable institutions in which cooperation and mutual aid
supersede the desire for profit. We cherish inclusion, equity,
and a participatory democratic process. We believe that people
coming together and creating cultural and economic alternatives is a revolutionary act, and that such acts honor our sisters
and brothers who have painstakingly built human civilization.
Based on these shared values, Cooperative Federal is proud
to express support for and solidarity with the Occupy movement. Together, we can build a brighter future.

TM

Susan S. Hansen, Registered Principal, CFP, CLU, AIF ©, AEP

focused holistic planning | socially responsible investing

Better investing

=

Better tomorrows
call or email us today

315 – 6 37– 5153

8 0 0 –318 –978 0

7067 E Genessee Street Fayetteville, NY 13066

w w w. h a n s e n s a d v i s o r y. c o m
i n f o @ h a n s e n s a d v i s o r y. c o m
S e c u r i t i e s of f e r e d t h r o u g h C a d a r et , G r a n t & C o . , I n c . , m e m b e r F I N R A /S I P C ;

H a n s e n’ s A d v i s o r y S e r v i c e s a n d C a d a r et , G r a n t a r e s e p a r a t e e n t i t i e s .

OCCUPY

EVERYWHERE
Discontent fueling the Occupy Movement continues to grow, as the 99 percent
establish camps throughout cities across the country and around the world.
Occupied cities as of November 2011:

Occupy Wall Street

Occupy D.C.
Occupy Los Angeles
Occupy Orlando

Occupy Hong Kong

Occupy Madrid

Occupy Zurich

Visit www.occupytogether.org for more information
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BoB HerBert
Bob Herbert joined the public policy and advocacy organization Demos in
June as a Distinguished Senior Fellow, focusing on economic security issues.
He joined The New York Times as an op-ed columnist in 1993, and wrote about
politics, urban affairs and social trends in a twice-weekly column for nearly
18 years. From 1991-93, Herbert was a national correspondent for NBC and
reported regularly on The Today Show and NBC Nightly News. A founding
panelist of Sunday Edition, a weekly discussion program on WCBS-TV, Herbert
was also the host of Hotline, a weekly hour-long issues program on WNYC-TV,
both beginning in 1990. Previously, Herbert worked at The Daily News from
1976-85 in a variety of roles, including general assignment reporter, national
correspondent, consumer affairs editor, city hall bureau chief and city editor.
In 1985, he became a columnist and a member of the editorial board. His
column continued to appear in The Daily News until February 1993. His career
began in 1970 as a reporter, then night city editor in 1973, of The Star-Ledger
in Newark, N.J. He has won several awards for his work and is the author of
“Promises Betrayed: Waking Up from the American Dream” (2005).

Bob Herbert

journalist, author
An Evening with Bob Herbert
November 15, 2011
7:30 pm, Hendricks Chapel
The lecture is sponsored in cooperation with the School of Education
and the Newhouse School.

Free and open to the public.
Contact the Office of Academic Affairs
for more information:
315-443-2941
eegray@syr.edu
lectures.syr.edu
WAER FM 88 is proud to be the 2011-2012 University Lectures Media Sponsor
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*Reduced-rate parking for this event is
available in the Irving Avenue parking garage.

Toward an Economy Based on
Human Well-being
Saptarshi Lahiri

climate change? Change your light bulbs!

Occupy Wall Street (OWS) has received
significant news coverage throughout October 2011. Although not making specific
demands, the general message
that the bottom 99% are being
exploited by Wall Street elites
has opened an important window
to look at our economic system.
However, a large mass of
people in unison have difficulty
saying anything more complex
than “we are the 99%!” Sure, I
get that OWS is an important
cultural milestone where fists
are raised at the massive inequity
and corporate greed that Wall
Street embodies. Nevertheless,
the complex toil to address this
systemic failure will take place
on the streets, in community
organizations and government,
and will involve radically changing the means of production and
consumption of the economy.
Engels and Marx argued
that the dominant ideologies of
our time (politics, laws, morality, religion, metaphysics, etc.)
are strongly influenced by the
modes of production on which
our society depends. Simply put,
even the language of our protest,
as advertised on Facebook and
Twitter (underneath commercial
advertisements) is mired in the cultural
machinations of capitalist production and
consumption.
To the planetary ecological and economic crises – we respond as consumers
rather than as responsible citizens. In a
jolting Orion magazine article (September/
October 2011), acclaimed science writer
and activist Sandra Steingraber makes the
case that inadequate individual solutions
have been so heavily emphasized that
collective action is off the radar for most
people. For example, concerned about

GDP: A Flawed Measurement

Saptarshi is a graduate student at the SUNY
College of Environmental Science and Forestry studying sustainable economics, and is
a PNL editorial committee member.

The modern neoliberal economy is premised
on endless growth. Indeed, a recession is

technically defined as a period when there
have been two consecutive quarters without any growth in GDP (Gross Domestic
Product). The GDP is such an accepted
indicator of economic progress, that it is
routinely used to gauge how well countries
are doing. This is perhaps why US people
were surprised in late 2009 when they were
told that the recession was over. Technically
this was true. The economy had indeed
shown signs of sluggish quarterly growth,
but that fact did not affect the day-to-day
reality of many millions of us.
Not only are indices like the GDP the
final word on fiscal well-being, they also
influence environmental policy. GDP
hardliners believe that rising GDP leads to
environmental benefits, but this is rarely

the case when the analysis is comprehensive, accounting for biodiversity or land,
resource and energy use.
There is powerful inertia against
transforming our economic system. Corporatist forces push consumption
as the answer to our economic
problems. Increased consumption is obviously unsustainable.
In addition, markets will never
ensure that pollution is regulated,
that health care has a preventive
focus instead of a curative one,
or that institutional racism is reversed instead of relying on the
prison-industrial complex.
Forty years ago, the study
Limits to Growth by Donella and
Dennis Meadows and other MIT
systems analysts used a complex
rubric of five variables including
world population, industrialization, pollution, food production
and resource depletion to project a
future based on increasing populations and concomitant increase in
resource use, predicting a dire future for the planet: finite resources
would be unable to support such
growth. The study sparked heated
debates and essentially gave rise
to the discipline of ecological
economics.
Those supporting this “limits”
analysis recognize that the economy is a subset of the ecosystem
and stress the preservation of natural capital
– goods and services from nature which
are essential for human life – emphasizing
that technology cannot replace it. On that
premise, ecological economists devised the
theory of the ‘steady state economy’ where
there is no new growth, or no irreplaceable
consumption of non-renewable resources.
Herman Daly, one of the chief steady
state architects, notes that, “economic
growth has already ended in the sense that
the growth that continues is now uneconomic – it costs more than it is worth at
the margin and makes us poorer rather than
richer.” Economist and Nobel Laureate Paul

continued on page 14
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From Attica to Pelican Bay
Michael Ratner

of state officials, the state ultimately was
forced to pay. In a civil damage case that
took twenty-seven years, Elizabeth Fink
and other Guild lawyers eventually won a
twelve million dollar settlement on behalf
of Attica’s inmates.

a facility meant to hold 1,200 and patrolled
by 383 guards, all white. It’s now a given
that physical as well as mental abuse and
racism were common.
We would do well to heed Attica’s lessons. America’s prison population is now
almost 10 times larger
and still filled with
the same people who
suffered Attica’s overcrowded, subhuman
conditions — mostly
low-income black and
Latino men. In fact, the
United States has the
highest incarceration
rate in the world—743
per 100,000 as of 2009.
That’s about 20 percent
higher than any other
nation. While Americans represent only five
percent of the world’s
population, one-quarter
of the world’s inmates
are incarcerated here.

Forty years ago, on September 9, 1971,
prisoners protesting medieval conditions
rebelled at Attica, a maximum-security
prison in upstate New York. Four days later
the state launched a violent
assault on the prisoners that
left ten hostages and twentynine inmates dead. Both the
uprising and its bloody suppression should serve as a
warning about our country’s
rush towards incarceration and
the brutality of our prisons.
For me, the story of Attica
is also a story about justice—
the importance of fighting for
it, especially for disfavored
people, even against terrible
odds. I began working at the
Center for Constitutional
Rights two days prior to Attica’s uprising, and within days
joined with lawyers from the
National Lawyers Guild, who
fought to defend the prisoners
and hold the state responsible.
Much Work to
The justice we sought was We found this powerful poster in support of the Attica rebels in the SPC archives.
be Done
sometimes deferred, often Image: Attica Defense Committee, Buffalo.
Conditions in US
denied, and occasionally won
prisons
remain
far
too
like the ones that
The Power of Truth
over nearly three decades.
contributed to the uprising at Attica and
Our greatest victory may be the establish- its brutal suppression. Just this past May,
Failure and Success
ment of a more accurate historical record. the US Supreme Court deemed conditions
From one perspective, we failed. The le- In 1971, the papers were filled with false in California’s overcrowded prisons bad
gitimate complaints of the inmates—their reports about how the inmates had killed enough to constitute a violation of the Eighth
“demands” including such basic human the hostages, slitting their throats and cas- Amendment’s ban on cruel and unusual
rights as access to adequate food and trating some. The only criminal investiga- punishment. Six weeks later, prisoners in
medical treatment, religious freedom, and tions they were concerned with involved Pelican Bay’s “Security Housing Unit” went
an end to segregation—remain unfulfilled allegations against the inmates, which on a hunger strike to protest being confined
at Attica and elsewhere. Not a single state involved charges ranging from assault to in cement cells with metal doors for more
official was ever prosecuted for his role in murder, and resulted in sixty-two serious than twenty-two hours a day, with no real
the killing, wounding and beating of Attica’s indictments. While the press was evading access to natural light or human contact.
the real story, I was interviewing inmates
prisoners during and after the uprising.
Forty years ago, Attica forced some
From another perspective, we suc- in the prison’s hospital ward. My main unpleasant truths into the spotlight: that
ceeded. Under duress, then-Governor memory is one of shock—shock at seeing most jailors and officials are white, while
Carey shut down all of the prosecutions almost crippled black and Latino men lying most incarcerated people and scapegoats
of Attica’s inmates for their part in the there recounting stories of near escapes, are people of color; that institutional power
rebellion, and pardoned those convicted. bullet wounds, and the famous gauntlet all too often prevails over civil and conThough he ignored the recommendations that many were forced to run—stripped stitutional rights, especially for the most
of the commission he had appointed, naked—over broken glass while guards vulnerable among us; that people stripped
which included looking at the conduct beat them with clubs.
of their humanness will eventually rise up.
Today, “Attica” is synonymous with These are lessons we ignore at our peril.
Michael is president emeritus of the Center for racism and prisoner abuse. The record now
Constitutional Rights. This article is reprinted shows that over 2,200 inmates, 63 percent See the PNL website for a related article
from the September 12, 2011 issue of The Nation. of whom were black or Latino, were held in by SPC intern Eunji Kim.
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The State of Fracking in NY
Lindsay Speer
Despite ever-growing public opinion and
organizing against hydrofracking, Governor
Cuomo continues to fast-track the review
process. In doing so, he undermines the
very science
he claims to
be relying on
to make the
decision about
whether or not
to drill. He lifted the fracking
moratorium in
July and has
pushed the
understaffed
NYS Department of Environmental
Conservation
(DEC) to put
out three massive documents for public review all at
once. At the same time, the gas industry
continues to pour millions of dollars into
advertising and slick disinformation campaigns. Coincidence?
The Occupy movement and the Hydrofracking movement have common foes.
For example, Aubrey McClendon is the
CEO of Chesapeake, which has leased
significant portions of CNY. His $975,000
annual salary, with an additional $3M in
bonuses and other compensation places
him not only in the 1% but in the 0.1% of
income earners. Behind the push to frack
upstate NY are promises of wealth – but
for who? The game is rigged in favor of
gas industry profits at the expense of local
communities.
The gas industry keeps telling us that
NY will benefit economically from fracking.
But as Susan Christopherson of Cornell
University has pointed out, gas drilling
is a “boom and bust” industry. Even the
industry-biased economic analysis in the
SGEIS (Supplemental Generic Environmental Impact Statement) acknowledges that
local governments will face increased costs
from road repairs, emergency services, etc.
that will not be adequately compensated
Lindsay is active with NOON and works as
an organizer on environmental issues for the
Onondaga Nation.

by local revenue. Once again the public
picks up the costs, burdening taxpayers,
while the elite few benefit.
Not only that, but hydrofracking has
economic consequences that we are just beginning to comprehend. The excellent “Drilling Down” series
in The New York
Times has exposed the ponzischeme nature
of the finances
behind drilling
and shown that
lease agreements
and mortgage
terms are often in
conflict, raising
questions about
the validity of
many mortgages.
Wineries and

breweries across NY are calling for a
fracking ban, seeing the widespread rural
industrialization and possible catastrophic
impacts to water as incompatible with the
existing tourism and local food economies
they depend upon. And the long term health
costs to society are a huge unknown, as
pointed out by 250 doctors and scientists
in an October 5 letter to Governor Cuomo.
Even the editors of Scientific American
are calling for a continued moratorium, until
more is known about the environmental and
health impacts of hydrofracking.
The tide is clearly turning against hydrofracking (including the recent Syracuse
ban), but will it be enough to counter the
immense financial and political clout of the
gas industry? These next few months will
determine who rules in NY—the people
who live here or the corporations who want
our natural resources. Let’s be sure we do
all we can to stand up and be counted!

10 Reasons to Stop Fracking

Five5 Ways
Top
Ways to
to Fight
Fight Fracking
Fracking

1. It continues our unsustainable fossil fuel
dependence. If we want a future, we need
an energy policy based on conservation
and renewables.
2. Spills, casing failures and other problems
will contaminate our water.
3. There is no good way to dispose of the
many millions of gallons of contaminated
waste water.
4. The air, noise and light pollution that
result from these 24/7 operations will
industrialize our rural landscapes.
5. 5,000-8,000 truck trips per well pad.
6. One well pad every square mile = 77,000
wells across NYS in shale gas regions.
7. Compulsory integration forces landowners
who have chosen not to sign a lease to
sell their gas, and lets “landmen” coerce
people into signing leases.
8. The societal costs of skyrocketing rents,
destroyed roads and increased calls to
emergency services are borne by the
taxpayers, not the industry.
9. It’s an example of “boom and bust”
resource extraction that leaves communities worse off than when they began.
10. The DEC is at its lowest staffing levels in years and lacks the capacity to
adequately protect the public.

1. Write the Governor
Physical letters—sent through the US
mail (yes, people still do this)—make
the most impact with the Governor,
particularly handwritten ones. Tell
him that you want a statewide ban
on hydrofracking.
2. Comment on SGEIS & Regulations
If the Governor does not ban hydrofracking statewide, these rules will
help protect us. They need to be as
strong as possible. Submit comments.
3. Get involved with ShaleshockCNY
ShaleshockCNY is where we can
all come together to discuss what’s
happening—landowners, groups,
concerned citizens, and experienced
activists. Visit www.shaleshockcny.
org for the next meeting.
4. Join us in Binghamton on Nov. 17
to protest the fast-tracking of hydrofracking. For transport from Syracuse,
contact Renee, renee@frackaction.com.
5. Advocate for Town Bans and
Regulations
Towns can limit hydrofracking within
their borders through zoning and road
use laws, and many are doing so when
pushed by their citizens. Has your
town?

–Jack Ramsden
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An Economy Based on Human Well-being / from page 11
Krugman derided the Senate Republicans’ jobs plans saying
that “there are a number of industries inflicting environmental
damage that’s worth more than the sum of the wages they pay
and the profits they earn — which means, in effect, that they
destroy value rather than create it.”

New Modes Needed
There are alternative modes of measuring well-being that contest
the mighty GDP. These include the Genuine Progress Indicator (GPI), the Index of Sustainability and Economic Welfare
(ISEW), and Gross National Happiness (GNH) indices. The
related field of environmental economics employs Green Accounting to measure welfare. Green Accounting attempts to
value environmental and ecosystem services that do not yield
profits for corporations.
Indices like the GPI or GNH are often dismissed since they
don’t follow market logic or lend themselves to making money.
Such approaches are labeled “new age” and have yet to seriously challenge the dominant paradigm of perpetual economic
growth. The onus is largely on the individual consumer vis-à-vis
environmental action, and may have its origins in the Reagan
years, when individualism was treasured over collective action.
Gernot Wagner of the Environmental Defense Fund notes
the limits of individual action such as recycling or micro-managing one’s personal energy footprint, when what’s required is
colossal institutional change at the national and global level.
This has thus far proven elusive. Ecological economics alone
will not do the job. So far this discipline has been unwilling to

Admissions
Open Houses
Sunday, November 20 &
Sunday, January 22
2:00 - 4:00 pm
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confront perpetrators using institutional power to exploit the
weak and powerless and maintain the status quo. Gross National
Happiness as practiced in Bhutan may be a wonderful idea,
but Bhutan is hardly a useful model; gender inequality is high
by all measures, life is short, access to water and healthcare is
generally poor. In that regard GNH is as ineffectual as measuring GDP in China, a very poor country in per capita terms
despite its booming national growth.

A Springboard to a New World
Wall Street not only symbolizes disproportionate wealth, but is a
loose cohort of colluding corporate entities – 147 corporations,
mostly banks (the fabled 1%) – controlling about 40% of global
wealth. In the October 22, 2011 issue of New Scientist, Swiss
complex systems analysts have demonstrated that such patterns
of collusion and accumulation are inevitable in our current
system. Not quite a conspiracy, but a plausible self-organizing
principle; this is what capitalism does (along with polarizing
society and creating incentives for destructive growth).
By all means punish the wrongdoers on Wall Street. I
hope the Citigroup CEOs go to jail for decades for betting
on mortgage investments to fail. Increased SEC regulation
of firms falls far short of addressing the gargantuan systemic
exploitation 99% of us feel. The short-term outcome of this
will likely be modest – but it could be a useful springboard
to open the gates for far-reaching, systemic change. It would
be tragic if the outcome of OWS was another fake choice between Reaganomics or the insidious free trade policies of the
Clinton years. Perhaps ‘Occupy Wall Street’ will be the spark
that allows us to do so.

Warrants Issued for AWOL Soldiers… Up to
100 Held at Ft. Drum
Ivy Kleinbart
This past August, an unusual call came
into the GI Rights Hotline. Two soldiers
arrested on charges of military desertion
reported that a large number of soldiers were
being held at Ft. Drum on similar charges.
The GI Rights Hotline is a nonprofit,
non-governmental organization offering free
and confidential advice on military policy
and soldiers’ rights. Volunteers routinely
counsel soldiers facing desertion charges,
but the sheer scale of the arrests described
made this call different.
“They were pretty clear from the beginning that this… affected a lot of soldiers,”
recalls Jeff, a retired social worker and
peace activist who’s been volunteering with
the hotline for six years. (He asked that
his real name not be used.)
“One of them guessed that
50-80 people were being
held in the barracks, and
the other guessed… over
100… just in their brigade.”
Another soldier at Ft. Drum
later reported that numbers
posted on the base indicate
that an additional 200 arrest
warrants have been issued.
All of these soldiers
are being given the same
choice: plead guilty and
face a court-martial, likely
to result in a Bad Conduct
Discharge and six months in
Ft. Leavenworth Prison, or
contest the charges, with the risk of receiving increased sentences of up to 18 months.

Longtime Gone
There’s another element of this case that
makes it unusual, besides the number of
people affected. Most of these soldiers
went AWOL years ago, but their absences
remained unreported until this past spring
when the army began issuing warrants for
their arrests.
Standard military procedure requires
the army to report AWOL soldiers to the
Ivy is an instructor in the SU Writing Program
and co-facilitator of the Syracuse Veterans’
Writing Group.

US Army Desertion Information Point
(USADIP) after 30 days of absence. The
FBI then issues a warrant, leading to a
soldier’s arrest during a routine traffic stop
or overseas travel.
One of Jeff’s colleagues at the hotline
began making inquiries and discovered
that due to a paperwork glitch, there were
periods between 2001 and 2009 when a
large number of warrants weren’t issued.
Evidently, they are now being issued
retroactively.
Realizing the seriousness of the situation, Jeff contacted fellow peace activist,
Ted, a 15-year Army National Guard veteran
and member of Iraq Veterans Against the
War and Veterans for Peace. Ted enlisted
in the military at age 17 and served in
the National Guard before deploying to

Afghanistan. Witnessing the military’s
inhumane treatment of the Afghan people
and reflecting on his own complicity made
him skeptical about the mission. On his
return, he was sent to provide aid following
Hurricane Katrina. Having assisted with
many prior humanitarian missions, he was
struck by the Guard’s armed approach to
civilians, especially the emphasis on defending private property over supplying
humanitarian aid. At that point, he says,
“I followed my conscience and maintained
my integrity by separating from the military
completely—walking away from potential
retirement and a $20,000 reenlistment bonus.
That was the hardest but truest decision
I’ve ever made in my life.”

To Take Action
• Contact Jessica at the Peace
Council for more information on
visiting Ft. Drum.
• Donations are also needed for
transportation costs for pro-bono
lawyers and other legal costs.
• To reach someone at the GI
Rights Hotline, call 413-2568647 or 877-447-4487.

Conversations with the Soldiers
Ted and Jeff visited Ft. Drum in early September and met with seven soldiers arrested
for desertion. Most said their arrests came
as a complete surprise; they
didn’t know warrants had
been issued. Some tried to
turn themselves in after going AWOL but were turned
away; there was no record of
their cases on file. Now, after
years spent building productive civilian lives, they’re
being torn away from their
families and careers. Most
have lost their jobs; some
have young children from
whom they’ll be separated
for many months.
Those who go AWOL
cite complicated reasons for
leaving. Some suffer from
PTSD and can’t get adequate
mental health services on the base. Others return home to deal with family crises
after being turned down for leave by their
commanding officers. In the case of the
two soldiers who initially contacted the
hotline, one was seriously concerned about
the welfare of his daughter and decided that
being a father had to take precedence over
his contract with the military. The other
was being sexually harassed by an NCO.
Two others left because of extremely
harsh treatment by their NCOs. “They were
being hazed, ridiculed, and abused,” Ted
explained. “They became traumatized and

continued on next page
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SPC Activist Profile: Karen Kerney
Karen Kerney has come to call Jamesville, NY home “by
migration and by choice.” There are many intersecting
threads in her story: from a major in chemistry to her work
at On The Rise Bakery; from craftmaking as a youth to a
thesis in puppetry at SU; from an interest in public service
announcements to her current position as Art Director at
the Syracuse Cultural Workers—each part of Karen’s life
shaped some piece of the artist and activist that she is today.
How did you come to be here-ish?
I grew up in Rochester and went off to college as a
chemistry major in Ohio—Denison University in
1968. I was fascinated with—not commercial art
but advertising art—the selling of ideas. There
were some profound public service announcements about the environment or about war in
the 60s. I remember being very moved by
those. The war forced most of the schools
in Ohio to close down except for Denison
University, so all of these schools
had their antiwar meetings at
Denison. I kind of got swept
up in all that was happening. I
didn’t make a lot of connections
but made enough connections. I
ended up getting a job at General
Electric but the job wasn’t as
exciting as I wanted it to be so
I went back for my Master’s at
Syracuse University.

AWOL Soldiers at Ft. Drum / from previous page
depressed and had to leave.” His report on the meeting reads:
Some seasoned NCOs… brag to each other about
pushing the young troops to the edge, making them go
AWOL or making them depressed and suicidal. (I overheard
the same kind of bragging by MPs in Afghanistan about
their abuse of detainees brought into Bagram.) … It seems
to me that many NCOs in the whole 10th Mountain Division that has deployed several times to Afghanistan, are
suffering from PTSD. They’re on power trips… because
they were essentially not in control of their own lives for
so long in combat. Some commanders are absent much
of the time, leaving the non-coms to their own devices,
no matter how abusive or illegal.
This kind of treatment, he says, is more commonly experienced by young troops, whom the NCOs regard as easy targets.

A Volunteer Military?
Among the hardships these soldiers now confront is the stigma
attached to going AWOL. Many people regard military desertion
as cowardly or traitorous, and believe the military justified in
issuing harsh punishments. However, Ted raises a compelling
counterargument: “Should we be criminalizing people just
because they walk away from a job? It doesn’t matter whether
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How did you find SPC?
One of my roommates was Bill McDowell. Through him
I got to know about the Peace Council and at some point
turned up on the doorstep there with all my puppets. I
liked working with groups of people, brainstorming
an idea. People would be sitting around in a circle
brainstorming ideas maybe for the calendar cover
or some PNL cover, and I could just sit there
and thumbnail up ideas. That’s really how you
would work with a client. I don’t know
where we all got cut off from drawing
as a way to communicate but it really
is a language.
Do you call yourself an activist?
I worked the co-op and whole
grains and regional food systems. So kind of activist work
but common sense. Activist,
yes, but also it felt like it was
part of a movement for change.
It was like getting in a river and
just being in that river of change
and not necessarily labeled, just
life looking for life changing.
–Amelia Ramsey-Lefevre
Karen sells yarn at Plowshares
2006. Photo: SPC archives

that job is military or not,” he says. “We like to think we have
a volunteer military force, but these people have a binding
contract that is more binding than any other legal contract. No
other legal contract is enforced in this way.”
Moreover, the punishment for desertion hasn’t always
been so severe. An April 2007 New York Times article reports
that in the years prior to the Afghanistan War desertions were
treated by the military as “unpunished nuisances.” However,
sharp increases in desertions during the years following the
invasion of Iraq caused the military to reevaluate its penalties.
According to the Associated Press and Army Times, desertions
increased by 80% between 2003 and 2007, peaking at 4,698 in
2007, or nearly 1% of all active duty troops. With this increase,
prosecutions became more aggressive.
The GI Rights Hotline is now preparing soldiers emotionally and legally for their courts-martial. They’ve obtained
some assistance from civilian attorneys and from the Military
Law Task Force. Caseworkers are assisting soldiers by providing advice on crafting personal statements and obtaining letters
of support. They’re encouraging soldiers to collect mitigating
evidence to help justify their desertions. However, even with
such evidence, it is uncertain whether any of these soldiers’
sentences will be substantially reduced. The disruption and
trauma sure to result from their imprisonment stands as another
example of the collateral damage of war.

Ida Benderson and the War Economy
This includes $157.8 billion for overseas
operations, and allows for 1.43 million
active duty and 846,200 reserve troops.
Syracuse seniors were given just a few
The current recession’s length and
weeks notice that the Ida Benderson Center
severity depend in part on the continuaon Salina St. in downtown Syracuse—which
tion of wars. According to a March 2008
many relied on as a home away from
article from The Nation, every $1 billion
home—would be closing its doors for good.
we spend on education, healthcare, energy
Shocked and aggravated, they took to the
conservation and road building creates 50
streets on September 19, rallying outside
to 100 percent more jobs than
of City Hall with a crowd of
spending the same money on
local supporters. But their
wars. In 2007 alone, the US
chants of “RESPECT YOUR
government could have used
ELDERS” and “SAVE OUR
its $138 billion Iraq budget
CENTER” fell upon deaf
to provide health insurance
ears, and by the end of the
for 45 million Americans,
rally, city hall officials had
build 400 schools, hire 30,000
shut their windows.
schoolteachers, or weatherize
Despite the seniors’ ef1.6 million homes to reduce
forts to save the Center –
energy consumption by 30%.
including a petition and a
According to the War
head shaving – the city went
Resisters League, 48 percent
through with its plans to close
of income taxes are put toward
the facility on October 1. Acmilitary spending, making it
cording to Mayor Stephanie
the greatest component in its
Miner, the city could no
budget. Compare this to a mere
longer afford to keep the
six percent spent on physical
Center open. Seniors are now
resources, including agriculbeing encouraged to visit the
ture, non-military energy and
Salvation Army’s adult day
environmental protection. It is
care program several blocks
shameful that the government
away, but many are not happy Allison and SPC staff Jessica Maxwell hold a banner against social cuts in the
can allocate money for destrucwith this solution.
march to save Ida Benderson in September. Photo: Carol Baum
tive purposes, leaving senior
Funding cuts like the
citizens without a place to eat.
one that caused the closing of the Ida twelve of the school’s 22 teacher’s assistants
Benderson Center frequently affect the were reassigned throughout the district to This inconsistency begs the question: What
are our government’s priorities?
elderly and working-class people. “It’s fill vacancies left by layoffs.
For now, Syracuse seniors have
A significant portion of these cuts comes
an assumption that [those affected by the
cuts] wouldn’t have any reasonable or from reductions in Community Development formed a coalition called the Friends of
valuable perspectives to offer, or that they Block Grant programs, which fund local the Ida Benderson Center. The group meets
wouldn’t have any suggestions for how to community programs like the Ida Bender- every Friday to stay in touch and discuss
solve problems,” said Denise Nepveux, a son Center. In February, President Obama long-term solutions. With the help of the
postdoctoral research fellow at Syracuse proposed a budget plan that would cut $1.1 Benderson family, they are trying to raise
University’s Center for Human Policy, Law trillion from the deficit over the next ten funds to start a new program in the future.
and Disability Studies. Nepveux was an years. Since then, numerous government Anyone who would like to get involved
active worker in the fight to keep the Ida agencies and community organizations have can email: friends@idabenderson.org or
undergone extensive funding cuts. About call 315-715-8545.
Benderson Center open.
“All we need money for is a small, warm,
As Nepveux explains, humans have 1,200 communities in the US depend on
a right to recreation, and those in an adult Community Development Block Grants to comfortable, safe place where we could gather
day care program especially need support. develop their communities, and Syracuse around the table and talk to each other, and
listen to each other, and help each other to
“To deny that to people and to put them in is no different.
But while nearly all government cope with the struggles that we face as we
a clinically driven program is really, really
unfair,” she said. Some of the seniors are programs are experiencing cuts, one in age,” said Mary Lawler, who frequented the
homeless, and relied on the Center for particular is not. The Defense Department Center until its closing. She and Nepveux
meals and a warm place to spend the day. actually benefited from the budget, making said they hope that they can continue and
it one of the few agencies to receive an strengthen the seniors’ coalition. “We have
Allison is a graphic arts and writing major at increase. The Department received $513 to start small, but we’ll stick together and
Syracuse University and a current SPC intern. billion, a $5 billion increase from 2010. we’ll be a support to one another.”

Allison Clark

One of the women Nepveux talked to said
she had been living off of cereal since the
Center closed.
The Ida Benderson Center is just one
of many programs being cut in Syracuse
and throughout cities across the country.
Syracuse residents have experienced layoffs
and school district budget reductions across
the board. At H. W. Smith Elementary,
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US Should Step Aside as MidEast Broker
Mouin Rabbani
When it comes to Arab-Israeli diplomacy,
the US monopoly on mediation needs to
be terminated. The reason is simple. Washington’s systematic failure over several
decades has disqualified it from acting
without adult supervision.
Rather than the marriage counselor
who must be balanced because both spouses
are angry, the US is the
arbitrator who sleeps with
and solicits bribes from
the more powerful disputant and fixes outcomes
accordingly. Given the
US mantra that it cannot
want peace more than
the parties themselves
and that negotiations
without preconditions
are the only acceptable
formula – meaning that
Israel has a veto over
every decision large and
small – it is high time the
Obama administration
makes room for the many
who value peace more
than occupation.

level. Indeed, the main achievement of the
diplomatic process initiated by Washington
in 1991 and monopolized by it ever since,
has been the exponential acceleration of
Israel’s illegal settlement enterprise. The
reality is that a process carefully designed to
fragment and disenfranchise Palestinians to
the largest extent possible, and consolidate
Israeli control over Palestinian lives, would
not have proceeded differently.

Some History
In November 1947, the
United Nations General
Assembly recommended the establishment of separate Arab and Jewish states
in Palestine. Israel was established the
following year and currently occupies all
of the territory allotted by the world body
to both states. It is a reality that could not
exist without consistent and increasingly
uncritical US support of Israel.
Since the 1970s, the international community has routinely prescribed a two-state
settlement to resolve this prolonged conflict.
It took the United States until the 21st
century to join the community of nations
in endorsing a Palestinian state, though
this never went beyond the declarative
Mouin is a Contributing Editor of Middle
East Report who has published and commented widely on Palestinian affairs and the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict. He is Co-Editor
of Jadaliyya Ezine (www.jadaliyya.com) from
which this is condensed.

Last month, the Palestine Liberation
Organization (PLO) submitted an application for UN membership for the missing
state to the Security Council. In response,
Washington all but declared a global state
of alert. The ferocity of its campaign to
deny Palestinian statehood, including the
credible threat of yet another veto on Israel’s
behalf, the incessant bullying of friend
and foe alike, and punitive Congressional
sanctions, conclusively demonstrate that
the US is incapable of mediating anything
other than a one-state outcome, comprising perpetual Israeli domination from
the River to the Sea rather than equality
between them.

Hollow Claims of Support
American claims of support for Palestinian statehood ring more hollow than ever.
Consider President Obama’s September
2010 proclamation from the UN rostrum
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that he hoped to see Palestine as a member
of the world body. Yet, he has stopped at
nothing to prevent it. Similarly, Washington consistently enables further settlement
expansion and systematically shields Israel
from censure and consequences, while
verbally opposing Israeli colonization of
Palestinian land.
This begs the question, why does Washington remain so committed to extending
its record of abysmal
failure? The answer
increasingly provided
by Palestinians and
Arabs alike is that the
US is devoted to its
monopoly precisely
because it views its
involvement as a success—for Israel, at the
expense of Palestine
and the international
community. If there are
indeed other factors
that explain why Washington opposes even a
symbolic Palestinian
diplomatic initiative,
and goes rabid at the
very suggestion of
multilateralism, these
have yet to be persuasively presented.
For those Arabs
who still listen to President Obama’s
speeches, the contrast between his proclaimed
support for Arab self-determination and
determined opposition to its Palestinian
variant was at least as clear as daylight on
a cloudless afternoon.
Obama fools only himself if he thinks
Palestine will not be the litmus test of US
intentions towards the region’s peoples. By
yet again sabotaging a Palestinian attempt
to break free of perpetual Israeli domination, he has made a mockery of American
claims to support not only Palestinian but
also Arab aspirations. In Tunisia Obama
at least had the sense to hail the uprising
once Ben Ali’s plane reached 30,000 feet.
In Palestine, he poured copious amounts
of fuel on a raging regional fire despite
repeated warnings from the four corners
of the world.

continued on page 22

The Trial of the Hancock 38 Drone Resisters
as a witness. At a press conference before
court, Ramsey stated, “Drones inherently
After five long days in court, closing arguviolate the laws of the United States and
ments were heard in the Hancock 38 Drone
international law,” and quoted from Dante’s
Resisters trial on Saturday, November 5.
Inferno: “The hottest places in hell are
But it’s not quite over—Judge Gideon
reserved for those who in times of moral
will give the verdict on Thursday,
crisis, do not act.”
December 1 at 5 pm at the Town of
After the court spent more than two
DeWitt Court House (5400 Butternut
hours qualifying Ramsey as an expert
Dr., East Syracuse). Please come.
witness in the principles of international
Dates can change, so contact SPC
law and defining what the precise scope of
for updates.
his testimony would be, Ramsey testified
that the defendants’ actions were justified
Tuesday, November 1 marked the first
under international law as embodied in
day of the trial of the Hancock 38 Drone
the Nuremberg Principles. Judge Gideon
Resisters, activists from upstate New
later asked Ramsey to address international
York and beyond who participated
law in relation to local action. Ramsey
in a “die-in” at the main entrance of
testified that the Nuremberg Principles
Hancock Air National Guard Base
are the ”supreme law of the land,” and
just outside Syracuse last April. The
that all courts at every level—federal,
action symbolized the indiscriminate
state and local—must act in the context
killing of civilians in Afghanistan
of these principles.
and Pakistan by hunter-killer reaper
Another highlight was the opening
drones and protested the reaper here
statements of the defense. From James
and elsewhere. The defendants also
Ricks, Jr. of Enfield, NY:
attempted to deliver an indictment to
The evidence will show that
the base commander focusing on the
it was not to engage in disorderly
illegality of the drones; the indictment
conduct but to uphold the law. The
was taken and thrown to the ground.
greatest laws we have are those
This was the first civil resistance
which seek peace. The evidence will
action at Hancock since it became a Former Attorney General Ramsey Clark speaking at a
show any American … who commits
major player in drone warfare over news conference in front of the Town of De Witt Court
specified crimes, including attacks
the last few years. Pilots stationed at House. The large document behind him to the left is a
against civilians, cruel or inhumane
of the Indictment for Violations of Human Rights
the base fly drones over Afghanistan copy
treatment, or who commits murder,
that was brought to Hancock Air Base. Photo: Carol Baum
and it boasts of schools for training
or causes bodily injury onto others
drone maintenance technicians as
is subject to prosecution. The War
The group argued that they were innocent
well as drone pilots and sensor operators. of the “lawful order to disperse” charge
Crimes Act defines war crimes as any
In preparation for the trial the defen- because the order was actually not lawful.
grave breach of the Geneva Convendants made multiple court appearances, It contradicted the Nuremburg Principles,
tion and therefore, individuals have
as they argued motions to join their cases which forbid wars of aggression, attacks on
a duty to disobey orders that could
together for a single trial (accepted) and civilians and extrajudicial assassinations cause crimes against humanity.
for their defense to include testimony about all actions associated with drone warfare.
From Martha Hennessy from Weathersthe illegality of drone warfare, as well as Citizens have a duty to act where they can field, Vermont and the New York Catholic
the necessity of breaking a law in order to to prevent violations, even if the violations Worker:
prevent something worse from happening are committed by their government.
As citizens of the United States
(both denied). Eventually a court date was
we
come
to exercise our rights to
The defendants argued that the “obset and everyone was ready to go.
freedom
of
speech, freedom of asstructing vehicular or pedestrian traffic”
Several days prior to the trial, a new didn’t hold up either because there was no
sociation and of peaceful assembly,
charge was added. The final charges were vehicular or pedestrian traffic to obstruct.
and to petition our government for
“obstructing vehicular or pedestrian traffic” In preparation for the legal rally preceding
the redress of grievances …Evidence
and “refusing to comply with a lawful order the action, base security and police had
will show our efforts to be a reasoned
of the police to disperse” (both low-level shut down the main entrance and parked
response in the face of violations
of greater laws in contrast to the
many police cars in the driveway – so the
charges leveled against us. We are
Carol did support work and attended the die-in there didn’t inconvenience anyone.
entire trial. For opening statements, video,
attempting to seek justice on behalf
A trial highlight was the appearance
media reports, etc., see peacecouncil.net and of former Attorney General Ramsey Clark
of voiceless victims.
upstatedroneaction.org.

Carol Baum

violations). Thirty-two people ended up
going to trial – ten represented by lawyers
and twenty-two representing themselves.
From the first moment, the defendants’
goal has been to put the drones on trial.
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Upcoming Shows at May Memorial UU Society . . .

2012 Calendars

(3800 East Genesee St., Syracuse)

Peace (41 st edition!)

Women Artists Datebook
Murals of NYC • Rise Up! Perpetual

Chris Pureka

Nov. 18 / Appalachian-tinged tunes, virtuosic
guitar, and hypnotic vocals. A Folkus imperative!
Don’t miss this one.

New Button

!

I refuse
to believe
corporation
are people s
until Texas
executes on
e.

OCCUPY New Buttons & Stickers:

•We are the 99% • Defy Corporate Domination
• Fight The Rich - Not Their Wars

Syracuse Cultural Workers Store
C
VISA/Mver
Disco

400 Lodi St. @ N. Crouse

315.474.1132

Free
parking

11/1 - 12/23 Hours: M-F 9-7; Sat 11-5
Union members always 10% discount.
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Toby Walker

Dec. 2 / One of the hottest blues, rags, and
country fingerpickers anywhere.

Sloan Wainwright
Dec. 16 (Holiday Show)
The big-throated, deepsouled folk diva who
has long been a Syracuse
favorite returns.
All shows above start at 8 p.m. Full
details at: www.folkus.org

Also, at the Westcott
Community Center:
Annie & the
Hedonists, Nov. 12
John Cadley &
Cathy Wenthen,
Dec. 10

Folkus
The

Project of Central New York

great acoustic music pure and unpasteurized

DREAM Activist Describes Fear After
Alabama’s HB 56: ‘I’m Not The Only One’
Julianne Hing

I have a cousin in Koby, which is a place
near Mobile. It’s one thing to hear about
discrimination and another to have an immediate family member live it. He decided
to stick it out and see how long he could
last. He went to work one day and one of

to continue elsewhere.

Can you say more about the hearing with
Families are fleeing Alabama, teachers are
the Department of Justice held last week,
comforting the panicked children who are
and the stories that people told?
still in school, and crops are rotting in the
state’s fields. Welcome to life in Alabama
We were hearing from different parts of the
in the age of HB 56. Just three weeks
state. It was completely overwhelming
after Alabama began enforcing what’s
just how immediate and how quick
been called the nation’s strictest antithe consequences of the law were
immigrant state law, the country is
being felt.
beginning to see just what happens
One of the instances that I can
when states create and enforce their
remember is a mobile home park
own restrictive immigration policies.
down south try and deny these people
While the 11th Circuit Court of Aphousing and trying to go up and
peals issued an emergency stay that
beyond what the law itself dictated.
blocked the state from enforcing
People are trying to get people to leave
a provision mandating that public
when they knew they had no right to
schools track the immigration status
do so. The cases in which this law
of their students, other provisions
has been abused and misused are in
are still in effect, including one that
abundance. It only gets worse when
requires law enforcement officers to
you hit rural Alabama. Down south,
ask for a person’s papers if they have
kids go to school crying because
“reasonable suspicion” to believe
they don’t know if they’re going to
he or she is in the country without
see their parents when they go home.
legal status.
One school took it upon itself to ask
Last Friday, the Department of
all Hispanic student for their papers.
Justice (DOJ) headed down toAlabama
The worst part is to realize it’s
and dropped in at a community forum
only going to get worse.
to gather stories from the community
What does the resistance look like
about the law’s impact. We caught
these days?
up with Victor Palafox to talk about
life in the post-HB 56 era. Palafox is
This legislation has ignited such a
a 19-year-old student organizer and
wide, passionate pool of resistance.
undocumented immigrant who was
We obviously have undocumented
Ashley Hendricks, a University of Alabama student from
at both the community forum and a Huntsville, holds a sign and chants while protesting HB56 on
immigrants, documented immigrants,
hearing the DOJ held next day.
September 28. Photo: Steven Ross
citizens, politicians, businessmen and
What has changed for you since HB
56 went into effect?
Life has been very turbulent. It’s very
difficult for other people to understand
the feeling that the parents you love so
much might not make it home from work
that day. It’s something that one cannot
comprehend but that one is realizing every
single day. Fear is a very prevalent, very
tangible thing, and at the same time there
are very immediate circumstances which
propel that fear forward.
Down south, I live in Birmingham, but
Julianne Hing is a reporter and blogger for
colorlines.com covering immigration, education and criminal justice.

his coworkers started attacking him. [The
coworker] started verbally abusing him,
saying, “You dirty Mexican, what are you
doing here? I thought this law got rid of
y’all. Get out of here while you still can.”
Did the announcement of last week’s
emergency stay on two provisions of the
law change the mood for folks?
When I heard it, I equated it to putting a
bandaid on a bleeding amputee. This [law]
needs to be blocked in its entirety. People
need to realize what kind of effect this is
having, not just on the state but on the rest of
the country. Alabama is not the last fighting
ground. South Carolina is next, and unless
we make a stand in these states it is going

judges who are on our side because
this law not only affects undocumented
immigrants, it hurts the state as a whole.
Before, farmers weren’t as vocal, but now
they are seeing the effects, that it could
affect their livelihood. The construction
[industry], too. What we’re trying to do is
unite. Unite Alabama regardless of race,
regardless of ethnicity, regardless of immigration status.
One of the things we’re missing is the
human element. When you hear “undocumented immigrants,” you don’t see: friend
of 15 years, or worker for seven, or family
man of 20. You are really dehumanized
when it comes to undocumented immigrants.
I’m not the only one. There are thousands
of people in the same situation as I am.
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SPC in Action / from page 4

ACTS Decides on Task Forces

The Alliance of Communities Transforming Syracuse (ACTS)
held its Issues Assembly on October 23 to determine what the
organization would focus on in the next few years. The new
task forces—on Criminal Justice, Food Access and Public
Education—will be formed on Thursday, November 10 from
7-9 pm at University United Methodist Church (1085 E. Genesee St., Syracuse).
The decision was the result of a process beginning in August. First, member groups engaged in a Listening Campaign
with their own members, to see what issues were important to
people. These issues were refined into seven general topics,
which were then voted on at the Issues Assembly.
To participate with SPC representatives, contact Carol.

Help Meet SPC’s 75th Anniversary
Financial Goal

SPC has had an amazing 75th anniversary year thus far. Many
of you have already heard Harry Belafonte, Noam Chomsky,
Katrina vanden Heuvel, The Yes Men or Amy Goodman,
or visited our office buzzing with organizing activity. It has
been exactly the kind of celebration befitting our 75 years of
persistent activism.
However, we’re still short of one important goal for the
year: to increase the number of pledgers to 75.
We greatly appreciate your support of SPC and ask you to
consider joining the 56 people who already give on a monthly

US Should Step Aside as MidEast Broker / from page 18

Unilateralism at the UN?
While Obama’s total embrace of Israel was as objectionable
to Arabs as it was delightful to Avigdor Lieberman, it was the
US President’s insistence on business-as-usual yet again that
grated most. Denouncing diplomacy at the United Nations as
“unilateralism” in order to preserve the US monopoly over the
“peace process” only added insult to injury.
Not all successful mediators are neutral, yet the US’
seemingly limitless devotion to the colonizer against the colonized cries out for a counterweight. To the extent Washington
succeeds in excluding other actors from the equation, it will
increasingly be called to account by the region’s citizens. As
Ben Ali, Mubarak and other trusted US friends are forced to
make room for more representative leaderships, Washington’s
startling incongruence with the spirit of the times is creating a
massive problem for itself.
It is anyone’s guess when, how and by whom American
interests in the region will pay the price of US Middle East
policy. In order to minimize that cost, and retain what prospects
remain for a constructive relationship with the Arab world,
Washington’s politicians would do well to at least stop digging.
To paraphrase Obama’s message to Syria’s Asad: if he cannot
lead, he should follow and if he refuses must get out of the
way before being forced aside.
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or quarterly basis. You can now pledge via automatic credit
card payments and bank transfers in addition to the traditional
method of a pledge card and checks.
Pledgers are critical because they allow us to budget more
accurately and sustain us between big events. Contact Andy.

Community Choir Honors SPC

The Syracuse Community Choir will honor SPC’s “loving
commitment to peace and justice for 75 years” at their Winter
Solstice concert on Saturday, December 10. SPC will receive
the Peoples’ Peace Award at the concert which starts at 7:30
pm at St. Paul’s Cathedral (310 Montgomery St.. Syracuse).
Special guest performer Charlie King (called “one of the finest singers and songwriters of our time” by Pete Seeger) will
debut “Keep the Faith,” a song written to honor SPC’s work.
Tickets cost $12-25 sliding scale. Contact Karen, 428-8151 or
syracusecommunitychoir.org.

Activist Appreciation—Susan Adair

Ever stopped into a coffee shop or supermarket and been pleasantly surprised to see a pile of Peace Newsletters alongside
other local papers? You can thank Susan Adair! For a number
of years, Susan has been lovingly coordinating PNL distribution across Central New York. It’s a big job that involves communicating with our team of newsletter distributors, updating
delivery routes, scoping out new places to distribute to and
preparing carefully counted piles of PNLs for pickup the day

continued on next page

For All Your
Real Estate
Needs
Pat
Carmeli

Licensed RE Salesperson

655-1025 x304
546-4514
the
“original”

locally
made

Tree’s

Organic Cookies
VEGAN • ORGANIC

Almond * Cashew Date
Chocolate Chip * Coconut Pecan
NEW FLAVOR

occupy !

CHAI

OUR
FUEL FOR N !
LUTIO

REVO

using New York State MAPLE SYRUP
and freshly-ground BARLEY FLOUR
Available @

Cafe
556 Westcott St.

SPC in Action / from previous page

Syracuse has been going for over a month.
Since the start, people have been camping
out in the plaza by Chase Bank (Salina St.
in downtown Syracuse, between Fayette
and Washington Sts.). There have been four
rallies and marches, each well attended, as
well as teach-ins, many conversations, and
daily General Assembly (GA) meetings
(the GA, which currently meets daily at
6:30 pm, is the decision-making body of
Occupy Syracuse and is open to all).

Occupy Washington, DC

For several days in early October, a carthey are printed. She is always thinking
load of SPC activists (Ann Tiffany, Herm
creatively about how PNL distributors can
Bieling, Rae Kramer and I) joined Occupy
own and enjoy their routes. Susan is the
Washington at Freedom Plaza on Pennkind of person that takes on a job and runs
sylvania Avenue a couple of blocks from
with it. SPC staff are very grateful for the
the White House. Highlights for me were
thoughtfulness on all the projects she has
Ralph Nader, Chris Hedges and Col. Ann
coordinated over the years. Thanks, Susan!
Wright delivering their urgent and motivating messages to the hundreds assembled
there. Among the ongoing activities were
PeaceSongsCNY
loud, lively, colorful
The PeaceSongsCNY commarches past the White
mittee was delighted to
House and through the
receive over 40 submissions
surrounding streets.
in response to our call for
We also took part in
music related to peace and
intense demos outside
social justice from Central
the National Chamber of
New York musicians. The
Commerce (Where Are
committee has selected
the Jobs!?); outside the
13 songs to include and is
DC lobbying headquarworking with the Syracuse
ters of General Atomics,
New Times to create a readers
the manufacturer of the
poll to select the final four
Reaper Drone; and at
songs to be included on the
the Smithsonian Air and
CD, which will be released
Space Museum (where
next year. You won’t want to
some—not us —were
miss the CD-release party!
pepper-sprayed as they
For more, see peacecouncil.
sought to enter the munet/songs or contact Andy.
seum which now features
drone technology). We
Education on
were struck by how
Palestine & Israel Occupy Syracuse’s October 15 march through downtown Syracuse drew 230 marchers friendly and supportive
Washingtonians were
CNY Working for a Just including many SPC activists. Photo: Carol Baum
when
they’d see us going
Peace in Israel and Palestine
back
and
forth
to
the
occupation
with our
One
of
the
Occupy
movement’s
continued its educational work, with the late
signs
(US
Out
of
Afghanistan).
On
those
strengths
is
that
people
represent
a
wide
September showing of the award-winning
lovely,
sunny
days
in
DC,
the
99%
were
range
of
political
views
and
experiences.
film Budrus, about Palestinian nonviolent
certainly
with
us.
resistance to the Israeli occupation. The SPC folks have been active, especially
– Ed Kinane
group also regularly provides information with teach-ins, marches and bringing the
tables at local events related to Palestine war economy into the discussion.
Join your fellow 99 percenters! Come
and Israel held at Syracuse University and
Solidarity Thursdays
for
a
march , a GA or committee meeting,
Le Moyne. Contact Andy.
stay overnight, donate something or come The Solidarity Committee of CNY has
just to talk. See occupysyracuse.org for moved its meetings to the 2nd and 4th
PNL distribution
Thursdays of each month at 7:30pm at
up-to-the-minute information.
the Syracuse Center for Peace and Social
In the words of Susan Adair, PNL distriJustice. The committee continues to monitor
bution coordinator, “Distributing the PNL
Activist orientation
local and state budget cuts and to support
is a small job with a huge impact.” PNL
distributors help get our independent voice SPC staff and organizers are hosting activist the growing Occupy movement.
for peace and social justice into the hands orientations every other month, alternatof hundreds of Central New Yorkers. We ing with activist skillbuilding trainings.
Leftist Lounge
are always looking for folks to take on Activist Orientation is a great place for
new
activists
to
learn
about
SPC’s
history
In
the
spring
of 2011, SPC activists and
distribution routes and willing to serve as
substitutes for PNL distributors who need and about the issues we work on. For folks friends packed the Center’s ground flour
who have been involved in the past, it’s common room once a month for the Leftist
a month off. Contact Ursula.
a place to get up to speed and plugged in Lounge, a coffee-house style Friday night
again. The next activist orientation will be hang out. Leftist Lounge will return in
Occupy Syracuse
November 16 at 7 pm at the Center for 2012. If you’d like to help put the social
Inspired by Occupy Wall Street, Occupy Peace and Social Justice. RSVP to Ursula. in social movement, contact Ursula.

November-December 2011 Peace Newsletter 23

abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ
abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ
abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ
abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ
abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ
abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ
abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ
abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ

924 Burnet Ave.
Syracuse, NY 13203
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