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Our World in Miniature
A picture of mankind's

	

expensive storage equipment. When

relative shares of material it is remembered that most of the
940 non-Americans in .the town would

prosperity.

	

always be hungry and never know
quite when they would get enough to

by Henry Smith Lei per

	

eat, the situation created by this dis-
parity in food supply and the existence

If in imagination we compress the of vast reserves becomes fairly ap-
present population of the world, now parent, particularly in view of the fact
over two and a half billion, into a that the Americans already eat 72 per
group of a thousand persons living in cent above the optimum food require-
a single town, the following is the pie- ments. They could actually save money
ture of contrasts we would then vividly by giving away excess food because of
see.

	

the cost of storing it : but they think
Sixty persons would represent the that would be a dangerous "give-away

U.S . population : all others would be . program of soft-headed do gooders ."
represented by 940. The 60 Americans

	

The 60 Americans would have, o f
would have half the total income of the town's total supply : 12 times as
the entire town ; the 940 would share much electric power as all the rest ;
the other half.

	

22 times as much coal ; 21 times as
Thirty-six of the Americans in the much petroleum, 50 times as much

town would be Christian Church steel and 50 times as much in genera l
members; and 24 would not. In the equipment.
town as a whole, about 300 would be The lowest income groups among
Christians and 700 would not . At the 60 Americans would be better of f
least 80 persons in the whole town than the average in much of the rest of
would be believing Communists and the town .
370 would be under Communist domi-

	

Literally most of the non-American
nation. Possibly 70 in the whole town people in the town would be poor,
would be Protestant Christians.

	

hungry, sick and ignorant . Almost hal f
Three hundred and three persons in would not be able to read or write .

the whole town would be white; 697

	

More than half would never have
would be non-white . The 60 Ameri- heard of Christ or what he stood for .
cans would have an average life ex- But very soon more than half would be
pectancy of 70 years ; all the other 940 hearing about Karl Marx.
would average under 40.

	

In view of these facts it is interest-
The Americans would have 15½ ing to think that the average Christia n

times as much per person as all the rest American family would be spending
on an average . They would produce 16 $850 a year for defense in force, and
per cent of the town's total food sup- less than $3 .50 a year to share wilt
ply, eat up 14½ per cent of that total the rest of the people in the town the
supply and keep most of the remaining knowledge of why there is any Christ-
Ph per cent for their future use in mas .

OPEN GERMS AND HIDDEN VIRU3E 3

. . . . The hidden viruses of these instrumentalities are tangibly responsible not onl y
for sex obsession and sex delinquency of our population but also for the other non-sexua l
forms of delinquency, demoralization, and stultification . Murder, sadistic assault en d
battery, end other forms of crime are the second main topic of our popular literature ,
press, radio, television, movies, and other Means of entertainment and 'education .' Be-
ginning with the westerns and detective stories where people are killed, beaten, an d



mutilated by the dozens, and ending '•'i th the more sophisticated stories and pictures o f
human bestiality, these 'productions' successfully educate the public into tolerating an d
accepting this sort of behavior as perfectly normal, as something that may happen wit h
anyone and that should be taken without worry, regret, and remorse . By glamorizing the
best killers and creating the heroic sagas of their murderous exploits, these productions
liberally contribute to the depreciation of human -life and dignity, and effectively induc e
and habituate especially children to this sort of conduct .

"Besides these instrumentalities, the young generation is coercively conditioned and
officially trained in the difficult art of mass murdering of innocent people, includin g
children, women, and old folks, and in a merciless destruction of anything and anybod y
that happens to be an obstacle to the realization of goals of private persons, groups, o r
the military and public policies of existing governments . Two world mars and innumerabl e
small wars of this century, in which all parties carried on indiscriminate mass-killin g
of combatants and noncombatants ; expansion of drafted armed forces where youth is intensel y
trained, brain-washed, and conscience-washed for the business of effective murdering an d
remorseless destroying of whole cities and villages of 'the enemy' ; the pitiless . wars of
the gangs, of business concerns, and labor unions with their opponents ; all forms of vio-
lence used by antagonistic groups (racial, political, and economic) in their incessan t
struggle with each other ; feverish preparations for the next s •orld e'er in mhich existing
rulers unblushingly boast to wipe out millions of lives and turn the planet into 'an
abomination of desolation' - these and thousands of similar lessons of merciless killing ,
mutilating, end mistreating man by man, and of the wantonest destruction of anything ,

including the greatest values of mankind, for the realization of perfectly temporary ,

parochial, often worthless, purposes relentlessly and systematically aim to demoraliz e

the young generation, and to eradicate from its moral conscience the eternal verities o f

right and wrong . They idefatigably teach the young generation the cynical rules tha t

'might is right,' and that 'everything is permitted, if you can get away with it . '

"Being born, reared, and trained in this murderous atmosphere of our age, a consid-
erable part of the young generation is unavoidably affected by it . It would be a miracl e

if in these conditions juvenile (and adult) delinquency were not increasing, and if al l
the teenagers were to remain sound and innocent, free from cynicism, wanton violence ,

senseless destructiveness, mental disorders, and other defects . The really surprising

feet is a comparatively modest rate of increase of the discussed diseases . . . "

-- Pitrim A . Sorokin, Professor of Sociology at Harvard University .

From Christianity Today, July 6, 195 9

On HIROSHIMA AND NAGASAK I

s'In taking responsibility for the bombing of Dresden and Hamburg, to say nothing o f
Nagasaki and Hiroshima, Americans went beyond what it seems to me the dictates of Chris-
tian conscience should have allowed . . . .

"I regret, as an American and as a Christian, that these things were done . I think

it should be our aim to' do nothing of the sort in any future military encounter . If we

must defend our homes, let us defend them as well as we can in the direct sense, but le t

us ' have no part in making millions of women and children and noncombatants hostages fo r

the behavior of their own governments .

"It will be said to me : This means defeat . To this I can only reply : I am skeptical
of the meaning of 'victory' and 'defeat' in their relation to modern : g=ar between grea t
countries . To my mind the defeat is m^r itself . In any case it seems to me there are
times when we have no choice but to follow the dictates of our conscience, to throw our -
selves on God's mercy, and not to ask too many queetions . "

-- George F. Kennan, former 3tate Departmen t
official in The Atlantic, May 1959

Steve Allen, popular TV star is quoted in the April 14 issue of Look Magazine, "When
I was about to be drafted into the Army, it occurred to me for the first time that ther e
was a direct conflict between the hatred I was being induced to feel on patriotic ground s
and the hate-the-sin-but-love-the-sinner philosophy that my religious advisers counseled .
Since I was not brave enough to become a conscientious objector, I became a soldier . "
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