
l r-r~

	

lY

	

r r-' I \ne,

Published by end for the New Y ,rk State Peace Council

	

SEC 278, No . 63-146
Rev.Alan B_Peabody, Editor	 $1 .00per_year _ October	 18, 1963	

LATIN

	

The recent take-over of the Honduran Government by the military was th e
A1ICAN

	

sixth such change in Latin America in eighteen months . Previously military
COUPS

	

governments hnd replaced civilian governments in Argentina, Peru, Ecuador ,
Guatamala, and the Dominican Republic .

While the military has already relaxed in favor of t civilien t governments i n
Argentina and Peru, there is no doubt that the military exerts powerful influence s
behind the scenes . The question arises, is there a "definite trend toward militar y
governments inLatin America' Tensions in Brazil underscore the possibility tha t
there is . But why?

Bertram B . Johannson, Latin American Editor of the Christian Science Monito r
(Oct . 5, 1963, suggested cautiously that some attribute the recent wave of coups "t o
the opposition aroused in rightist circles by the social and economic reforms intende r
under the two-year old Alliance for Progress ." Ostensibly the coups take place to pr e
elude Communist take-overs . At lea-;t that is what the military leaders of the coup s
say. But is this likely to be the case ?

DEPOSED

	

Miguel Ydigoras-Fuentes, recently deposed President of Guatemala, offer s
PRESIDENT , some strong words on this subject :
DISSENT 3

"Modern r . . :._itary take-overs are usually explained by the reactionary clique tha t
usurps power on the ground that the legitimate Government overthrown was 'pro-Communist ,
inept and corrupt .' These are the reasons given by the enemies of democracy withou t
realizing perhaps--with their line . eur mentality---that they are dealing a fatal blow t o
democratic institutions and the end result will have to be a popular rebellion with th e
unfortunate sequence of shedding of blood .

"The totalitarians of the right believe that the existence of several politica l
parties, the separation of the branches of government, freedom of elections, the right s
of the underprivileged to a better life, freedom of expression, habe- .s corpus, the sys-
tem of constitutional succession, the consent of the governed, :nd the 'pursuit of happi-
ness' . . . are t divisive t elements which inevitably lead to Communism .

*

	

* * *

"In struggling against Communism we should not forget the other totalitarians tha t
always crush the fundamental freedoms of the people . "

-- Letter in New York Times, Oct . 4, 1963
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This novel, by Enrique Lafourcade, satirizes the late (and not lamented )
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Trujillo of the Dominican Republic . One scene is appropriate in the context o f
FEAST

	

recent military coups, justified to save the country from the dangers of Ccm -
munism .

At a diplomatic reception, the American ambassador brought up the matter of defend-
ing democracy against Communism . One of the characters responds : "Communism! Don' t
make me laugh . . . Communism is not a menace . . . It is the greatest of all pretexts . Th e
most powerful pretext in Latin America . . . For selling . . . For selling off all your sur-
pluses . . . And not only to sell . It is a pretext to keep governments in power . . . To
control the internal affairs of these countries . Beautiful word . It has many uses .
Save the people from Communism . The Spaniards under Charles V and Philip II had anothe r
pretext of a more spiritual sort : save the Indians for the Catholic Faith . But you?
Communism! We've got to back up the monopolies--the banana monopoly, sugar monopoly ,
coffee monopoly, petroleum monopoly, tin monopoly, copper monopoly--in order to defen d

those countries from Communism . "

To quote Bertram B . Johansson once more : "One of the consequence of military rul e
in Latin America is that it increases the violence of opposition to militarism, turn s
youth toward leftist extremism, and often stimulates and prepares both the chaos and th e

vacuum into which an often better organized Communism can step, as in Cuba today . "

American policy makers are faced with delicate problems . What steps should be take n
in relationship to the ne w regimes? Non-recognition, withdrawal of aid, military inter-
vention? The last has been ruled out . The first two have not been applied consistentl y
to all similar situations . What policy would best further the ends of securing democrati c

governments and social reforms . The Alliance demands social change within the Lati n
American countries themselves .
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Not only is the Alliance for Progress one more effort to effect change i n
ALLIANCE

	

the relationship of the United States to Latin America, is "at the same time ,
FOR

	

the imposition of a new way of looking at the Latin American governments '
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obligations to their peoples ." It is a multilateral program, a partnershi p
entered into by the Latin American governments as well as the United States ,

to improve the living status of people .

The Alliance demands "structural changes in the social and economic life of th e
southern republics . . . ." Agrarian reform is essential in the fete of the great popula-
tion increase in the Latin American nations, and this seems to demand Land Reform . I n
addition, Tax Reforms and educational reforms are essential to achieve the basic purpose s
of improving the life of the citizens of those countries . But, writes a former Presiden t
of Columbia, "the classes necessarily affected by such measures have offered and wil l
continue to offer strong resistance, first to the reforms themselves, and afterwards . . .
to the Alliance for Progress ."

-- Alberto Llera3 Camargo, "The Alliance for Progress :
Aims, Distortions, Obstacles,""Foreign 	 :'fairs, VI I
(October, 1963) .
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"The evidence," writes Baylor Historian Ralph Lynn, "seems to indicate tha t
AND COURAGE there are no solutions to human problems .

"If you check the record, you will find that at various times people have though t
that theocracy, monarchism, oligarchy, and any number of other 'archies' or 'isms' woul d
solve human problems and usher in a permanent era of peace and good will . "

More recently mankind has tried Re publicanism and Democracy, economic philosophie s
of various kinds, and assorted religious faiths--all without success . "Taus, Lewi s
Mumford may be correct when he says that there are no solutions to human problems . 'What
appears to be a solution,' he continues, 'is only the courage to try again .'"

WFcoTribune—Herald, Oct . 6, 1963

IrTETTE : "A slackening or relaxing, as of strained relations between nations . "

--- Web s t er' s Dictionar y
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-Since the signing and ratification of the agreement to ban atmospheri c
OF DETENTE

	

and underwater nuclear tests, there have been signs that the major power s
(excepting Communist China, of course) are ready to undertake furthe r

steps to relax their tensions . Most recent is the announcement that the United State s
will sell wheat to Russia should Russia want it .

Pacifists and others who abhor military might may find it difficult to believe, bu t
it is possible that both the Soviet Union and the United States may pull troops out a
central Europe . Indeed, the United States has announced that it will remove 5,400 troop s
from France . This action will, of course, contribute to a solution of the vexatiou s
balance of payments . But it should, also, make Russians and East Europeans feel somewha t
easier . On the other hand, the United States would not have made the announcement had i t
not developed a capability for moving large numbers of troops to Europe swiftly .

Operation BicLift will take place before the end of October . 16,000 troops of th e
Second Armored Division, Fort Hood, Texas, will be flown out of James Connally Air Bas e
in Waco in a two to three day period and transoorted to West Germany . The heavy equip-
ment--tanks, ammunition and other vehicles--are stockpiled in Europe . They will trave l
light . But it will be a dramatic demonstration of military capability, and costly--*20
million! If Pacifists can heed the words of Dr . Lynn, as quoted above, then in thi s

less than perfect world, Operation Big Lift may be part of the Detente for which the y

have long aspired!
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THE BIG NEWS THIS MONTH is a further movement towards "merger" between the Syracus e
Peace Council and The Middle Atlantic Region of the American Friends Service Committee .

In a letter to the Executive Committees of the Syracuse Peace Council and The Middl e

Atlantic Region, AFSC, Norman J . Whitney wrote, "I hope you can all share the satisfac-

tion I felt ." In his letter Mr . Whitney s^id :

"The new arrangement promises to be mutually beneficial to our common purposes ;
SPC brings its established reputation, the integrity of its name, a substantia l
financial contribution, and a dedicated committee structure . Not the least im-
portant of these 'good will' assets is Lena Gray . . . AFSC, from its side, bring s
the enormous 'good will' of its name, a wider and more substantial base of finan-
cial support, a rich background of program experience in peace education an d
related fields, and a fully recognized non-sectarian approach to the public w e
all seek to serve and to influence . "

Mr. dhitney, pointing out this is not a new idea but the realization of a long cherishe d
dream, added, "The increased costs of the new office and program are not going to b e
easily met . Everyone involved will have to put real time and energy into the task . "
The idea was approved by the Peace Council last spring and now awaits action by th e
Executive Committee of The Middle Atlantic Region of the AFSC .

THE WORLD AFFAIRS FORUM being sponsored by the Adult Education Department of the Nort h
Syracuse Central Schools will be of interest to Peace Council members . Coming up :

"The United States as Seen by Africans," a lecture by Fred G. Burke, Associat e
Professor of Political Science and Director of East African Studies at Maxwel l
School, Syracuse University, on November 6 .

"The United States as Seen by Latin Americans," a lecture by Alan Holmberg, Asso-
ciate Professor of Sociology at Cornell University, on December 4 .

The lectures will begin at 8 p .m., in the High School Auditorium, Fay Road, North
Syracuse .

* * *

UNICEF GREETING CARDS are available t' is year at the Uri Association Office, 433 So .
Salina Street, from 11 to 1 and 2 to 4 . (Telephone number is 422-1605 .) These card s
are available in 21 designs by 13 artists from nine countries, and are expected t o
yield a net profit of two million dollars to assist some 500 programs for needy chil-
dren and mothers in 116 countries .

Also available are holiday calendars for the 1963-64 season .

* *

TAPES OF THE LECT"RE by Dr . Marian Dobrosielski at the Peace Council sponsored meetin g
at Syracuse University and also of David McReynolds' talk at the Fall Round-up ar e
available at the Peace Council office . Call HA 2-5316 if you have use for either .

The Syracuse Peace Council Statement on Race Relations in Syracus e

The Syracuse Peace Council is deeply concerned about the racial situation in Syracuse .
Although the Peace Council is primarily devoted to the cause of peace, it realize s
that peace cannot be achieved while a significant minority of our citizens must endur e
racial oppression . Therefore, we affirm our support of those citizens who, in recen t
weeks, have clearly raised the issue of civil rights here in Syracuse .

There are several specific questions which deserve attention . The Negro does no t
enjoy full equality of opportunity in three broad areas of his existence : education ,
employment, and housing . We submit that now is the time for all citizens of Syracus e
to work together to see that significant proress is achieved in these and other areas .
We must not make the Negro wait another 100 years before he can enjoy the full bless-
ings of citizenship in our city .

How are these objectives to be achieved? Full implementation of existing laws is on e
method . Where the present laws are weak, we must see to it that they are strengthened .
However, laws alone are not sufficient . Segregation will not vanish until each of u s
honestly seeks to destroy the seed of discrimination within himself and helps other s
to do likewise .

	

As for civil disobedience, we do not take a position for or agains t
it ; but we fully support those who, in a spirit of creative non-violence, feel morall y
compelled to make this form of witness .
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