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The PNL editors and editorial committee need diverse people
who want to make long and short term content decisions ...
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Mazza, Lauren Mofford-Wing and Joseph Smith,
Production Committee : Dianne Graffly,Joy Meeker, Joan
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Statement of Purpose
The Syracuse Peace Council (SPC) . founded In 1936. le an

antk ar/eoclal justice organization . It I . community-based, autono-
mous and funded by the contributions of Its supporters.

SPC educates, agitates and organizes for a world where
war, violence and exploitation In any form will no longer Met. It
challenges the existing unjust power relatlonehips among nations.
among people and between ourselves and the environment . Ae
members, we work to replace Inequality, hierarchy, domination and
powerlessness with mutual respect, personal empoeVOrment, Coop-
oration and a sense of community.

' Present social Injustices cannot be understood In Ioda-
tion from each other nor can they be overcome without recognizing
their economic and militaristic roots . SPC stresses a strategy that
makes these connectlons clear. We initiate and support actMtlee
that help build this sense of community and help tear down the walls
of oppression . A fundamental basis for peace and Justice Is an
economic system that places human need above monetary profit.
We establish relationships among people based on cooperation
rather than competition or the threat of destruction.

Our political values and personal lives shape and reflect
each other: In both we are committed to nonviolent moaned conflict
resolution and to a process ofdeclelon-making that responda to the
needs of us all .
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About the cover : Silent Men by Paul Rutkovsky
Paul Rutkovsky is an artist from Tallahassee, FL . Once a

Lightworks recipient here in Syracuse, Paul was kind enough to
send us some graphic goodies.

Paul is also responsible for an arts & politics 'zine titled "DOO
DAA FLORIDA ." You can write to Paul at 227 Westridge Drive,
Tallahassee, FL 32304, USA, for information on how to receive it in
your home, two to four times a year, personally delivered to you by
a uniformed agent of the state.

In This Issue:
A month to end all months ; in like

a lion and all of that . It was cold, and then
it was warm and then it was cold . What
does that have to do with the PNL? Noth-
ing . But 'cause we were inside all the time,
people wrote about vivisection (pro & con),
Bosnia (pro & con), US & Haiti (con), SOS
(pro), the Holocaust Museum, Community
groups, lots of community groups (pro), a
book (pro & con), more growth hormone
(con) and America laughed at . TV is al-
ways con 'cause it eats your brain.

The Peace Newsletter (PNL) is published
monthly by the Syracuse Peace Council . SPC,
founded in 1936, is the oldest community-based
peace and justice organization in the United States.

The PNL strives to serve some basic func-
tions as the intemal organ of SPC and as a forum for
articles ' which discuss issues of concern to the
peace movement . The opinions expressed in the
PNL reflect the diversity of opinions within SPC
itself. While we are not able to print every possible
viewpoint, we do welcome letter and article sub-
missions as well as suggestions and assistance.

The PNL has very reasonable ad rates ; call
or write for our rates . Movement groups are free to
reprint articles and graphics, but please give cred-
its . For-profit groups, please inquire.

The PNL is available on microfilm from
University Microfilms, Inc ., 300 N . Zeeb Rd ., Ann
Arbor, Ml 48106.

Subscriptions are $12 a year in the U .S .,
$15 in Canada and Mexico and $25 overseas . The
institutional rate is $15 . The PNL is free to prisoners
and low-income people. Your organization, co-op,
etc . can receive 5-25 PNLs each month . Ourcircu-
lation is 4500.

Contributions to SPC beyond PNL sub-
scriptions support our activist programs . We al-
ways need your support . Peace Newsletter/Syra-
cuse Peace Council, 924 Burnet Ave, Syracuse,
NY 13203.

PNL Distributors
Yvonne, Joy Meeker, Jim Foley, Pat
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Front Room Bookstore

Is Ignorance Bliss?

To the Editors:
Some would say, "No animals should be

used in bio-medical research," arguing that
using animals to "serve" a human need is

, unethical . Still others would say that animals
are so different from man that such research is
useless. But what about the use of animals in
the study of HIV, the most "difficult" infec-
tious agent yet known because of its ability to
keep changing? What about the millions of
Americans with insulin-dependent diabetes?
Too many become amputees, and even with a
well-maintained injection regimen, diabetics
are susceptible to peripheral blood vessels and
nerve failure. Can we tell Americans suffering
diseases like AIDS and diabetes thatlanimal
research is a waste of time? The debate over
the use of animals in bio-medical research
deserves our serious attention, and I propose
the consideration of the following questions
that I feel are at the root of the matter.

Are rats and mice (the most commonly
used animals) that different from humans?
Though they are smaller, have fur, etc ; more

than 90% of their bio-synthetic pathways (the
production of energy and the removal of
wastes) are identical to ours . Choosing the
correct model is pivotal in research . For ex-
ample, experiments on squid have shown us
how our nerves work, the research on a primi-
tive crab has shown us how the receptor mecha-
nisms in our eyes enable us to see, and the
amoeba (a single celled organism) has shown
us how our white blood cells move to the cite
of infection and remove the organisms respon-
sible .

Is it immoral or unethical to use an ani-
mal, or any other living thing, to obtain knowl-
edge about "how we function when normal"
and "what is wrong in disease?" If you believe
that "all living creatures are exactly equal in
the eyes of God," then you could argue that we
have no right to study the amoeba, a crab, a
squid, let alone a rat and, equally, no right to
strip bark and kill Pacific old growth forest
yew trees for Taxol to use as a drug to treat
breast and ovarian cancer.

Do we solve this
by saying some ani-
mals are more "valu-
able" than others? If
so, where do we draw
the line? Warm-
bloodedness? The
ability for an animal
to feel pain? If a ner-
vous system and sen-
sory nerve endings
(needed for pain sen-
sation) are the crite-
ria, than nothing
more than an amoeba
could be used for
study.

There is another
way to look at this
issue. Is it ethical not
to use animals in re-
search if there is a
real prospect of gain-
ing information of
value in the continu-
ing struggle against
old and new diseases
(of theirs and ours)?
My colleagues and I,
along with 95% of the
public, think the re-

sponsible use of animals in research is legiti-
mate, the key word being responsible.

The numbers of animals used in biomedi-
cal research is steadily declining. However,
that number will not, while the public contin -
ues to demand "cures" for all ills, drop to zero.
This is a society that wants life to be "risk
free." We have to weigh the cost and benefits
of testing to check for avoidable risks and/or
serious side effects from the risks of no testing
at all.

The questions I have raised are serious.
We do not need campaigns of misinformation
or discrimination . Still less do we need vio-
lence or the threat of violence . Each of us must
reach a considered and informed opinion . I ask
you, if you oppose the use of animals in bio-
medical research, would you ask your physi-
cian, if acutely ill, "Have animals been used in
the study of my disease and/or proposed treat-
ment?" Would you not ask, because you do
not want to be faced with that,dilemma? Those
are questions we have to address for our-
selves, our families, and for society at large.

Karen Hilemae
Professor of Bioengineering

and Neuroscience, Syracuse University

Joe Smith Replies:

I agree that the public deserves the right
to make its own considered and informed
decisions concerning the use of animals in
biomedical research. Yet the public ' s chances
at obtaining any significant amount of infor-
mation in opposition to vivisection is severely
lacking in comparison to the scientific litera-
ture, institutional pressure and financial back-
ing involved in promotinng animal experi-
mentation . Therefore it is imperative that
people acknowledge and report the tactics
vivesectionists use to protect themselves, so
that informed decision making can take place.

The proposed question at the end of
Hiiemae's letter is a perfect example of the
tactics to which I'm refering.

Is it easy to make an informed decision
when you are faced with a problem and you
are not familiar with any alternatives to the
most readily available solution?

Joe Smith
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On Bosnia: A Collective Apathy

757, Resolution 713 was never amended to
include the sovereign state of BiH under the
auspices of the embargo . All subsequent reso-
lutions were directed at Serbia, which retained
both the capital city of Belgrade and the politi-
cal designation of Yugoslavia. Therefore there
has never been a legal justification for not
supplying requested arms to Bosnia (see

	 Boudreau, "Memo-
randum on the Al-
leged `Arms Em-
bargo' Against BiH,"
1/14/94).

If we accept this
premise, it means the
WP have had no po-
litical interest in re-
solving the conflict

in BiH until now. They have used a mythical
arms embargo to rationalize "non-involve-
ment" to the world community . The embargo
has been touted as a means of returning peace
to the region. But effectively, all it has done is
justify collective inaction by the members of
the UN Security Council, inadvertently solidi-
fying the Serbian position. With no immediate
recognizable economic or territorial benefit,
the WP are not willing to commit resources to
a prolonged conflict merely in the interests of
human rights and the preservation of the
Bosnian people.

Collective Apathy cont'd on
next page

A PNL Editorial

THE PRIMARY MOTIVATING factor
for the actions of the Western Powers and

the UN Security Council is the preservation of
"business as usual ."

In this sense, "business as usual" means
the maintenance of individual nation-states
competing for economic supremacy. Nation-
states control a territory defined by economic,
environmental, cultural and/or ethnic re-
sources . It is the preservation of this control
which directs the actions of a nation-state's
leaders, sometimes against the stated values
of that region's people.

It is also true that, particularly in the case
of democracies or plutocracies (according to
Webster, a plutocracy is"a government or
state in which the wealthy rule, or a group of
wealthy people who control or influence a
government"), there is a mutual relationship
between the interests of the rulers and the
ruled. For example, it is precisely because we
live in a violent, racist, patriarchal culture that
U .S . foreign policy is hierarchical, expansion-
ist and capitalist . At the same time, the actions
of our government reaffirm these qualities in
the people of the U .S . One can consider our
leaders as the personification of the violent
aspects of our culture, taken to the extreme, to
preserve our "quality of life."

Nationalism is one tool used by the na-
tion-state to retain domestic support when
repressive means are "necessary" to maintain
control.

In the case of the Balkan conflict, the
Western Powers (WP) have been hesitant to
take decisive action, presumably because they
have perceived no active threat to interna-
tional business as usual . The political interests
of those countries who dictate the policy of the
UN Security Council focus on not allowing
this conflict to spread outside the boundaries
of the former Yugoslavia. This policy effec-
tively throws Bosnia and Herzegovina (BiH)
to the wolves.

Internally, Bill faces a nationalist Croatia
backed by Germany and parts of Europe, and
a nationalist Serbia supported by Russia . There
is a threat that existing struggles, such as the

rival interests of Turkey, Bulgaria, Romania,
Greece and Russia, may trigger a wider war.
However, precisely because of their specific
alliances, it is doubtful that either country
would pursue an expansionist agenda beyond
the previous Yugoslavian borders . Therefore
it appears that the WP have sacrificed the
Bosnian people in order to preserve their glo-
bal order.

The people of
Bill have consistently
asked that the UN arms
embargo be lifted
("Resolution 713" has
been in place since 9/
25/91) so that BiH is
able to retaliate against
their Serbian aggres-
sors . BiH argues that the embargo places Serbia
at an unfair advantage, as Serbia is better
equipped militarily, and remains less effected
by the embargo. The ability for Bill to defend
itself would grant greater autonomy to Bill in
a situation where they are subjected to an
unequal balance of weapons and power.

Technically, however, there has never
been an arms embargo against the sovereign
state of Bill . UN Resolution 713 applied an
embargo against the state of Yugoslavia dur-
ing its period of active aggression against
Croatia, predating the existence and recogni-
tion of BiH. Although Res. 713 has been
subsequently reaffirmed by Res . 724, 727 and
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Continued Apathy cont'd from previous page

History shows us that international law
has never effectively restricted the activities
of the WP. For example, when convenient, the
US disregards UN resolutions for its own
purposes as evidenced by the US acts of ag-
gression against Nicaragua, Libya, Panama
and Iraq. But the WP fail to bypass the alleged
embargo in order to allow BiH greater self-
determination. It can only be concluded that if
the WP are abiding by a nonexistent UN
resolution, it is to serve their own interests,
and not the interests of Bosnia or its people.

The WP governments are aided by the
international media who play up the "ethnic
cause" of Balkan conflict . The media ignores
the reality of multi-cultural Bosnia by con-
tinuing to treat the countries involved as po-
litical equals . This false equality downplays
the brutality of the Serbian nationalist war on
the people of BiH . The Serb policy of "ethnic
cleansing" has already cost the lives of an
estimated 200,000 Bosnians and displaced
over a million more. This is not a contest
among equals, it is a stated policy of genocide.
To treat it as anything but genocide is to
contribute to the crime.

Now the WP
are being forced to
react to the moral
outcry of their citi-
zens . Between the
constant threat of
widespread war,
and due to citizen
pressure, these
governments find
themselves in a
position of either taking action or losing face
in the world community. It is naive for us to
assume, however, that governments will act
out of any sense of moral or ethical obligation.
It is important, however, to recognize that
these same governments will use arguments
of morality and ethics to justify their own
political actions and violence.

What Next?
And so we fmd ourselves faced with a

situation where the discourse of military inter-
vention is offered as our only recourse . Once
again, as Progressives we are offered only
limited options dictated by the actions of na-
tion states . By all media reports, our choice is
between lifting an arms embargo or requesting
UN military intervention. This is a choice

without choice, much like
the "support our troops" jin-
goism of the Gulf War. When
the US bombing of Iraq be-
gan, activists in this country
were faced with wearing yel-
low ribbons (and effectively
supporting the war) or fall-
ing pray to the mad accusa-
tions of wanting US soldiers
to die. It . is as necessary now
to remain clear about the
Balkan conflict and the prin-
ciples of our activism, as it
necessary then to stay fo-
cused on the corporate mo-
tives of the war against the
people of Iraq.

We cannot allow ourselves to be drawn
into a political dialogue where the discourse is
defined by those governments who helped
incubate the problem. We must continue to
separate the people from the war . It was gov-
ernment agendas which delayed action so
long as to render nonviolent alternatives "im-
practical ."

Instead, we re-
new the call for non-
violent means of
conflict resolution to
deal with interna-
tional strife . These
forms of civil de-
fense need to be both
democratic in nature
and subject to the
guidance of the vic-

tim state, in this case BiH.
This system should be organized to pre-

vent the exploitation of the conflict by any of
the intervening parties . At all times the prin-
ciple of self-determination must be the para-
mount consideration for all decisions.

Conflict must be dealt with structurally to
be effective. This means breaking down the
deep-seeded hatreds that develop along na-
tionalist lines and which are never affected by
the "solution" of military intervention . We
need to recognize the seeds of nationalist
hatred in the agendas of power and profit, and
develop new systems of social order which
break down those hierarchies. Grassroots ac-
tivists often work on structural violence in our
interpersonal relationships, but fail to apply
this principle to international relations .

We deny that it is up to us
to present all the "answers" for de-
veloping these methods of interven-
tion. It should be enough to look
back at the failures of military inter-
vention, to demand change, and to
commit our minds and bodies to the
process of that change.

We have historic examples
of successful, nonviolent resistance
movements which addressed not
only the immediacy of the given
conflict, but also managed struc-
tural change in the behavior of the
affected groups . Not the least of
these was Ghandi's India.

In the immediate past, we find attempts at
international, nonviolent resistance against war
such as the "Peace Camp" on the border be-
tween Iraq and Saudi Arabia, as well as the,
"Mir Sada" (Peace Now) and "Sjeme Mira"
(Seeds of Peace) efforts at international non-
violent intervention in BiH . Whatever the
outcome of these publicly labled "failures,"
these efforts were valuable additions to an
ongoing dialogue of international resistance.

It is our challenge as nonviolent activists
to apply these examples and methods in order
to bypass a nation-state insistence on violence
as the only means of dealing with conflict.
Only through principled resistance can we
maintain perspective on international policy
while addressing localized social injustice.

Perhaps this way it will someday be pos-
sible to completely by-pass the'violent system
of nation-states and solidify a democratic
movement of political accountability based on
an ethic of self-determination for individuals
and cultures.

It is vitally important to look carefully at
the forces which place us in a position reactive
to our government's designs . We need to
make sure we recognize the signs of national-
ist manipulation as they develop . This way,
when we are again subjected to UN "Peace-
keeping," such as we've seen in Somalia and
Bosnia, we can join our voices and our bodies
together to define our own path forward .

db
Info for this editorial found in War at

hte Crossroads ." from the Balkan War
Resource Group (see July 93, PNL),
Connexions, Peace and Democracy News
and Z Magazine.

This is not a contest among
equals, it is a stated policy
of genocide. To treat it as

anything but genocide is to
contribute to the crime.
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Experiencing the Silence
Recollections of the Holocost Memorial Museum
Joan Goldberg

5 OME RECOLLECTIONS of my recent
visit to the United States Holocaust

Memorial Museum in Washington, D.C . The
museum is dedicated to presenting history of
the persecution and murder of six million Jews
and millions of other victims (gypsies, Slays,
Jehovah'sWitnesses, homosexuals, physically
and mentally handicapped) of the Nazi re-
gime. The museum was created "to educate
the living and remember the dead ."

Through artifacts, remnants, film, photo-
graphs, models and voices one silently wit-
nesses the persecution, the terror, the humili-
ation, the desecration, the destruction, the
unspeakable cruelty and suffering, the sys-
tematic murder of millions . . ..

I REMEMBER walking through the lost
communities, a glassed-in passageway upon
whose panels are etched an endless list of
names of European Jewish communities —
communities that exist no more — gone —
disappeared — wiped off the face of the earth;

Looking up inside the tower of Ejszyszki
reaching up three stories, the walls covered
with over 6,000 portraits collected by a survi-
vor to commemorate her lost community, all
but 29 of its 4,000 citizens killed in a single
day;

Seeing glass cases filled with piles of
shoes boots — sandals — pumps —
women's — men's — children's— long cov-
ered with dust . And suitcases—hurriedly
packed with their most prized possessions for
a journey to who knew where, the names of the
owners still visible on them, abandoned;

Facing a wall of identity cards — ordi-
nary faces — shaved heads — striped uni-
forms — numbers tattooed on their forearms
— the pain and resignation in their staring
eyes;

Witnessing the American response (or
lack of it?) — the cries unheard, ignored. The
boat/ship sent back. The doors/shores closed
to people in need . The Allies refused to bomb
the camps, to get involved. Roosevelt (a friend
of the Jews?) 'wants to remain "unentangled ;"

Feeling inspired by The Resistance —
the uprisings — the sabotage — against such
incredible odds — little David battling Goliath.

Celebrating the liberation — the Allies
disbelief, the survivors' tears of joy, of hope.
No homes to return to . Now classified as
Displaced Persons, Refugees. Dreaming of
the Return of Zion;

Viewing The Wall of the Righteous —
the names of all the non-Jews who helped
people escape. The Danes who resisted as a
country, who hid the children . They simply
did what they had to do, often risking their own
lives ;

Listening to the voices of the survivors
and their testimony — their enduring memo-
ries . Amid their horror and pain maintaining
their spirit and unbelievable will to survive ;

often wondering how they did, feeling guilty
that they did;

Experiencing the silence of the bystand-
ers, those who were neither the killers nor the
victims . And, once more, vowing
NEVER AGAIN.

Joan is an adult education consultant
and a local activist most recently involved in
working for Peace in Central America and
the Caribbean. She has been active with
the Syracuse Jewish Sanctuary Committee.
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WE ARE THE SHOES, WE ARE THE LAST WITNESSES.
WE ARE THE SHOES FROM GRANDCHILDREN AND GRANDFATHERS,
FROM PRAGUE, PARIS, AND AMSTERDAM,
AND BECAUSE WE ARE ONLY MADE OF FABRIC AND LEATHER
AND NOT OF BLOOD AND FLESH, EACH ONE OF US AVOIDED THE HELLFIRE.

MOSES SCHULSTEIN, YIDDISH POET
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Struggle to Maintain Onondaga Sovereignty
A "Common Questions and Answers" Guide to the Blockade
Support Onondaga
Sovereignty

A DIFFICULT AND PAINFUL conflict
is taking place on the territory of the

Onondaga Nation. The conflict pits the Onon-
daga Council of Chiefs, Clan Mothers,
Faithkeepers and those among the Onondaga
people who are loyal to the traditional Iroquois
governance, against a small group of business
owners who have operated illegal cigarette,
gas and restaurant businesses on Onondaga
Territory on Rt. 11 near a busy Rt. 81 inter-
change . The supporters of the traditional gov-
ernment of Onondaga have organized nonvio-
lent human and material blockades of these
businesses in an attempt to either force them to
comply with Onondaga law or to close. A
tense stand-off has developed that has lasted
for several months . Despite concerted efforts
by the blockaders to remain nonviolent, sev-
eral confrontations have been incited by the
business owners . The situation at present is
tense. The strain on the Nationhas been great.
The Council of Chiefs, Clan Mothers,
Faithkeepers and their people, however, are
determined to prevail . To them the issue is the
very survival of Onondaga sovereignty, a sov-
ereignty that has been sustained, against great
odds, for better than a thousand years . The
Onondaga people, the Keepers of the Sacred
Fire of the Iroquois Confederacy, are one of
the very few indigenous nations in all of North
America to have never lost or ceded their
sovereignty. This is something of which they
are justly proud . The people of Onondaga
expect that a sovereign Onondaga people will
thrive seven generations hence . The peopleof

f the Longhouse	 j
have asked us to
help inform our
communities
about what is
happening to-
day at Onon-
daga, to help
clarify the issues
and to help
people under-
stand what is at
stake. The is-

sues are complicated and we don't pretend to
know all the answers. We provide our under-
standing of the situation as we see it . We invite
your participation in our effort to support the
continued sovereignty of the Onondaga people.

Who Are We?
We are an informal group of community

and cultural activists in Syracuse and Onon-
daga County . We are united in our pride in the
accomplishments of the original people of this
area and in our commitment to support their
leaders . Many of us have worked over the
years with the Council of Chiefs, Clan Moth-
ers, Faithkeepers and their people on issues of
peace, native rights and
the protection of
Mother Earth. We trust
leaders of the Onon-
daga people and are
organizing whatever
support we can provide
to them.

Why Are Onondaga's Leaders Also
World Leaders?

Most of us recognize that the Earth is in
the throes of global environmental and politi-
cal crises of extraordinary seriousness . The
Earth's life-support systems are in danger.
These crises are the consequences of patterns
of industrial development, exploitation and
colonialism through which modern civiliza-
tions have badly mistreated the Earth . Many
indigenous peoples throughout the world, in-
cluding those of the Iroquois territories, have
often opposed careless and ruthless types of
"progress" and warned of the destruction that
would surely follow. As the truth of these
warnings grows ever more obvious, people
throughout the world are increasingly turning
to indigenous people foradvice and hope. The
Chiefs, Clan Mothers, Faithkeepers and el-
ders of the Onondaga Nation are particularly

r sought out because, whereas many indigenous
people have lost their independence and tradi-
tions, the Onondagas, through an incredibly
brave and powerful struggle lasting more than
four hundred years, have retained their sover-
eignty and have thrived in many ways . As a
result, the Chiefs, Clan Mothers and
Faithkeepers of Onondaga are recognized
worldwide. Therefore, the struggle for Onon-

daga Sovereignty, and the insistence that the
Onondaga Nation Council of Chiefs be treated
with the respect and legal deference accorded
the leadership of a sovereign nation, has world-
wide significance and must not be treated as a '
local issue among competing local interests.

At hundreds of forums around the world,
native elders have eloquently taught that each
creature on Earth has its' job to perform and
that the world is alive and sacred in so far as
these tasks are performed faithfully . The as-
signment given to the human creature is the
most simple, but the one that alone requires
human intelligence; that job is to give thanks
that all the other jobs have been well done . The

job of caring for Earth,
our home, and pro-
viding for our fami -
lies becomes much
more simple when our
Original Task of
thanksgiving is per-
formed well.

What Is The Current Situation?
U.S. activists challenge the U.S . govern-

ment, why shouldn't the businesspeople at
Onondaga challenge their government?

The appropriate forum for challenging
the decisions and laws of the Onondaga Na-
tion is at Longhouse meetings and in conver-
sations with Chiefs and Clan Mothers . The
business owners have not been able to achieve
their self-serving goals in the Longhouse, so
they have begun a campaign of slander and
intimidation. When non-Indian progressives
challenge the U.S . government, it is usually to
take unjust power away from the rich and give
power to the people . The business owners are
a wealthy elite who have made huge profits
operating businesses on Onondaga land with-
out the consent of the Onondaga Nation's
government. After eight years, the patience of
the chiefs and the people finally ran out, and
the businesses were shut down. The business
owners have used the false issue of account-
ability to justify their refusal to pay the rather
meager tax of 25 cents per carton of cigarettes:
The Nation's financial records have been avail=
able at Longhouse meetings for any Onon-
daga to look at. The real accountability ques-
tion, not raised by the commercial media,
involves the obscene profits reaped by the

"If there is concern for our
demise, then help us survive

on our terms."
—Tadodaho, Chief Leon Shenandoah.
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business owners at the expense of the Onon-
daga Nation . The business owners' lawyer,
quoted in the Herald-American on 11/14/93,
claimed that 70,000 cartons per week were
being sold at Onondaga. At a conservative
profit of one dollar per carton this is a yearly
profit of $3,640,000! And this doesn't include
gas and other items sold! This is big money
and money is the central issue as far as the
business owners are concerned.

The Onondaga Traditionals Aren't
The Only "Real" Indians—Why
Support Them?

It's true that there are Indians living in
many locales in Central New York including
the city of Syracuse . Onondagas living on the
Nation do not claim to be the only real Indians.
They do, however, rightfully claim to be part
of a centuries-old governing and cultural sys-
tem that has survived 500 years of European
genocide and exploitation . They do rightfully
claim to be a sovereign nation, and, as such,
they are a great deal different than Indians who
have chosen to not live as a nation.
I Can't Take Sides . Isn't This An
Indian Dispute With Two Factions?

To call the Onondaga Nation a "faction"
is a bit like calling the U .S . a faction in a
dispute with a large corporation . The business
owners have taken their power grab beyond
the borders of Onondaga. They have a great
deal of money with which to create propa-
ganda and influence people, and they have
their customers—people who wantcheap ciga-
rettes and gas. Their greed may ultimately
result in greater tragedy than has already oc-
curred. Non-Indian communities have the
unique and rare opportunity to take a small
step towards redressing centuries of exploita-
tion and hostility . By supporting the sovereign
Onondaga Nation we are saying that wisdom
and authority do not flow from money, and we
are saying that a traditional government strug-
gling to maintain ancient earth-centered prin-
ciples is worth taking sides to preserve.

"If there is concern for our demise, then
help us survive on our terms ."—Tadodaho,
Chief Leon Shenandoah .

How Can We Support The Onon-
daga Nation When They Don't
"Democratically" Elect Their Lead-
ers?

To claim that the U .S . system is the only
valid governing system is extremely arrogant.
Not to mention the fact that capitalist democ-
racy works best for the rich and less and less
well for people as you go down the economic
ladder . Over 50% of U.S . citizens don't even
participate in its system. In the Onondaga and
Iroquois system Clan Mothers choose and
remove Chiefs . The Council of Chiefs rules as
a body, not as individuals. The Chiefs are
selected for their wisdom and commitment to
their people . The head chief of the Six Nation
Iroquois Confederacy or Tadodaho is always
an Onondaga Chief. Any person at Onondaga
can appear before the Council of Chiefs at the
Longhouse to present grievances or request
assistance.

What Can We Do To Help?
1.Patronize Onondaga and other Indian busi-
ness and craftspeople. Do not patronize busi-
nesses operating at Onondaga without the
sanction of the Onondaga Council of Chiefs.
2. Write letters to the editor of daily and
weekly papers supporting the Onondaga Na-
tion.
3. Educate yourself by reading books such as
Exiled in the Land of the Free, In the Spirit of
Crazy Horse, Wisdomkeepers : Meetings with
Native American Spiritual Elders andA Basic
Call to Consciousness : The Kau de no sau nee
Address to the Western World.
4.Host an educational gathering of friends and
neighbors in your home. Non-Indian present-
ers are available through SOS at (315) 428-
8724 ..
5. Attend public events at Onondaga. Get to
know the people, their customs and their way
of life.
6. Invite an Onondaga representative to speak
at your school, place of worship, neighbor-
hood center, union or club.
7. Subscribe to the Onondaga Nation newslet-
ter, Gai hwa na ge', (There's Lots of News) at
$10 per year from: Onondaga Nation, via RR
Box 239, Nedrow, NY 13210 .

0%

Who Is S.O.S.
Maxine Polomski

THE ABILITY TO LIVE freely, safely,
healthily and happily is an inherent right
guaranteed to all human beings . As mem-
bers of Support Onondaga Sovereignty (SOS)
we are a community-based group offering
support for the traditional Onondagas dur-
ing their struggle with business people who,
by their illegal practices, are circumventing
the traditional structures and authority of the
traditional Onondagas . The on-going con-
flict between the Onondagas and the busi-
ness people is riddled with myths and confu-
sion . As a voice in the non-native commu-
nity, we are attempting to dispel these myths
and turn confusion into clarification as
deemed acceptable by the traditional Onon-
daga people.

SOS is not the Syracuse Peace Council.
Some people involved in SOS are also affili-
ated with the Syracuse Peace Council . As
members of the peace community, the is-
sues raised by the struggles of the Onondagas
have moved us to become involved.

To date, members of SOS have met
regularly to discuss the events between the
traditional Onondagas and the business
people. We have created and distributed
literature explaining the conflict. We have
held community-wide discussion sessions.
We have attended meetings of the Clan
Mothers and Faithkeepers to listen to their
needs and learn what more we can do to
support them.

Above all, we are committed to respect-
ing the sovereignty of the traditional
Onondagas . We are absolutely supportive
of the expressed wishes of the traditional
Onondagas that, as a sovereign nation, they
are capable and determined to settle the
conflict as peace-loving people.

We support the traditional Onondagas'
assertion that the conflict is "not about money
or any kind of sale . It's about showing re-
spect for who we are, what our ancestors
fought to preserve for us, and what we want
our children to enjoy—their traditional rights
as Haddenbsaunee" (Gai hwa na ge' Onon-
daga Nation Newsletter, May 1993).

Maxine is a Public Relations/Political
Science major at Syracuse University, and
an intern with the Syracuse Peace Council.
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Policy of Hypocrisy : Part III
The Aftertaste of Conquest in Haiti
Brian Dominick

I N 1492, Christopher Columbus and his
entourage of conquistadores landed on the

island of Haiti, planted a Spanish flag on its
soil, and christened it "Hispaniola." Five hun-
dred years of oppression have followed, in-
cluding the complete extermination of the
island's indigenous population .,

It goes without saying that the United
States has taken great interest in the island for
some time now, especially the country of Haiti
(which shares the landmass with the Domini-
can Republic) . The US has been deeply in-
volved in Haiti's development throughout this
century, during which time American troops
have occupied it on and off . Although the US
has supported iron fisted dictatorships inHaiti
for a long time, it is the present day circum-
stances with which this piece is most con-
cerned.

In 1986, US-backed tyrant and President-
for-Life Jean-Claude Duvalier was forced into
exile by a massive grassroots popular move-
ment. Duvalier had ruled the country ruth-
lessly and violently and had been responsible

for an unknown number of deaths—mostly of
democrats and reformers. He had maintained,
with the support of the US government and
international capital, a powerful army and a
draconian secret police force—the Tontons
Macoute—which he used to enforce his ma-
niacal political philosophies and Machiavel-
lian power cravings.

In the wake of this, the first in a series of
sudden transfers of power that would shake
Haiti over the next six years, a power vacuum
of sorts was formed and quickly filled by
Armed Forces Chief General Henri Namphy.
Namphy, a US favorite, had been closely
associated with Duvalier who was now living
peacefully in France. In Duvalier's absence,
his successor implemented few changes . In-
stead, he maintained the terrorist regime which
the people had struggled so furiously—and at
such costs—to erase . The man who then-
Assistant Secretary of State Elliot Abrams had
called "Haiti's best chance for democracy"
turned out to be a carbon copy of his vicious
predecessor.

Meanwhile, popular movements, espe-
cially in rural areas, were gaining strength.
The seed of liberation theology, which
preached "the preferential option for the poor"
and other "radical" ideals, had been planted
and was growing to envelope the impover-

ished but newly-em-
powered populace.
Massive grassroots or-
ganizing was taking
place all around the
country, and the people
were courageously in-
sisting on an end to the
terrorism which they
accurately called
"Duvalierism without
Duvalier ."

Soon a leader
emerged . From a tiny
rural church, Father
Jean Bertrand Aristide
began gaining attention
as he denounced the re-
gime which was then
in power and demanded
democracy in no un-
certain terms .

Reacting to international and domestic
pressures, the government scheduled elec-
tions for November 1987. In order to ensure
that Namphy would retain the helm, the
Tontons Macoute were re-created and an ex-
pansive campaign of mass terror ensued in the
form of a series of massacres, including a
systematic slaughter of voters on election day
which was so violent that the elections had to
be canceled . Conveniently, Namphy remained
in power. After the election day slaughter,
military aid from the United States was offi-
cially suspended . However, since it was late
November, some 95% of this aid had already
been received by the terrorist military regime.
And, in actuality, covert CIA funding per-
sisted.

The rescheduled elections resulted in a
loss by Namphy, but his power was quickly
restored in a military coup which was fol-
lowed by yet another coup, this time seating
Duvalierist General Prosper Avril and his new
junta.

Just prior to this latest transfer of power,
Namphy's Tontons Macoute had attacked
Father Aristide's church, killing 13 people
and leaving 77 wounded. At this point, Father
Aristide, who was obviously in great danger,
was advised to flee the country . Instead he
went underground and later emerged to place
himself on the ballot of the next election which
was scheduled for December of 1990 . In a
surprise victory, Aristide earned 67% of the
votes, defeating the US-backed candidate (who
received the second most votes) by a margin of
53%. The grassroots movements of Haiti had
united and defeated Duvalierism, US imperi-
alism, the Tontons Macoute, and the short-
term threat of further oppression.

While Haiti's people prospered greatly
under President Aristide's short-lived tenure,
the United States continued to resist his ad-
ministration in many ways, not the least of
which included increased spending on conser-
vative, counter-revolutionary organizations.
While pretending to respect Aristide's sover-
eignty, the US was tipping the scales to the
right . Also, in an attempt to taint Aristide's
flourishing image, the US seemingly switched
its policy on allowing refugees into the coun-
try . During the previous ten years of Duvalierist
terror and junta rule, the US had allowed only
28 out of 28,000 refuges into the US. During
Aristide's seven months in office, while the
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refugee rate dropped dramatically, the United
States welcomed a total of 20 refugees.

President Aristide nevertheless main-
tained the principles for which he'd been
elected . He denounced capitalist influence
and insisted that the people of Haiti, for the
first time in Haiti's recorded history, be the
beneficiaries of government . He called for a
new independence and resisted the aggres-
sive, imperialist imposition of American capi-
tal . "I cannot accept," Aristide had said before
the elections, "that Haiti should be whatever
the United States wants it to be.. . This is
normal, capitalist behavior .""

And so the neo-liberal expansionists in
the US and around the world decided it was
time for yet another change. The US Central
Intelligence Agency, which had retained its
influence over the Haitian military and police
forces throughout the Aristide administration,
instigated one last coup d' etat . The military
overthrew Aristide. In an attempt to disguise
its own participation in the uprising, the Ameri -
can government secretly employed the US
Navy SEALs to rescue a handful of Aristide
officials who had been captured during the
coup .

Aristide's government, now in exile, was
replaced by the treacherous command of des-
pot General Raoul Cedras and his US-trained
death squad leader Joseph Michel Francois . In
the absence of the Tontons Macoute (at least
in name), Francois, a US Army School of the
Americas graduate, ordered the deaths of at
least 1,000 resistors during the first two weeks
that followed the coup . In the wake of that
bloodbath, another 1,200 deaths have been
recorded and perhaps several thousand more
have taken place in rural areas where interna-
tional observers are largely absent . Through-
out (at least until recently, and perhaps cur-
rently), the CIA has quietly but admittedly
sponsored the Cedras Junta.

I would like to pause here for a moment.
I think it is important that we understand the
extent to which the monstrous government of
Haiti implements the political repression meth-
odology which it was taught by the United
States military, on American soil . No, I cannot
imagine in my wildest dreams what it would
be like to call Haiti my home ; to live there for
years and endure tumultuous political currents
and a seemingly endless sequence of one

military . regime succeeding another. But I can
see quite clearly that it is my government
whichhas facilitated and encouraged, through-
out this century, the demise of a people.

the allegations have weighed heavily on Fa-
ther Aristide's campaign to be returned to
Haiti.

Since the earliest days of Aristide's exile,
the political situation has been one of compro-
mise on his part . The United Nations, the
United States, and the illegitimate Cedras gov-
ernment have encouraged and/or forced
Aristide to sacrifice whatever clout he might
have managed to maintain. In a desperate
attempt to return quickly to his office, Presi-

dent Aristide has com-
promised time and
again, accepting time
schedules, an unpopu-
lar prime minister, and
various types of "checks
and balances" which are
nothing more than con-
servative influences

which will ensure that, if Aristide is someday
returned to power, he will be helpless to act in
any significant manner.

The international press has, as usual, de-
monized the one individual who has offered
true potential and hope to the people of a
desperate land . Even before his inaugural, Bill
Clinton reneged on campaign promises to stop
the indiscriminate repatriation and imprison-
ment of Haitian refugees to America . And he
has proven an empty supporter of Haitian
democracy, as easily swayed as his predeces-
sor .

We must realize that it is not merely the
individuals who hold office who decide sud-
denly that democracy can be bargained with or
reasoned against . In fact, the decisions go on
behind the scenes, in Trilateral Commission
meetings and multinational boardrooms where
the powerful define, and dictate to puppets, a
policy of hypocrisy.

Democracy as Commodity
Shortly after the coup, then-President

Bush and his aides declared their support for
the democratically elected leader of Haiti . But
within a few days, the administration's atti-
tude reversed. Amid (false) reports of atroci-
ties and human
rights abuses
which allegedly
occurred during
Aristide's tenure,
the White House
revoked its support
for Aristide. On
October 4, 1991,
just four days after the coup, President Bush
said, "We want to see President Aristide re-
turned to power," echoing Secretary of State
Baker's previous statement : "Until President
Aristide's return, this junta will be treated as a
pariah. . ."

Behind the scenes, the hot potato of real-
ity was being passed from the White House to
the practitioners of the real politic, and the
CIA was carrying out its orders by spreading
lies throughout Washington.

ByOctober 7, the Bush camp had changed
its tune to : "It is the rule of democracy that we
support. We don't know [if Aristide will return
to power] in the sense that the government in
his country is changing. . ." This statement par-
alleled de facto Prime Minister of Haiti Jean-
Jaques Honorat's claim that "there is no rela-
tionship between elections and democracy ."
Honorat had, after all, been selected as figure-
head by the Cedras junta as a reward for
successfully planting misinformation in Wash-
ington . With the help of the CIA, Honorat's
"human rights" organization, CHADEL, had
delivered to the US a volume of alleged, re-
corded Aristide atrocities . The document,
which received much attention but little actual
reading, contained "not a single case of gov-
ernment-endorsed or government-encouraged
violence" (Kim Ives, "The Unmaking of a
President,"NACLA) . While Capitol Hill rheto-
ric referred to the CHADEL file, it never
actually described its contents, and ever since,

While Haiti's people prospered
greatly under President

Aristide's short-lived tenure,
the United States continued to

resist his administration

Much of the information contained in
this article was found in Year 501 by Noam
Chomsky (South End, 1993) ; and in the Jan/
Feb issue of NACLA Report on the Americas
which includes several articles under the title
`Haiti: Dangerous Crossroads.- Both
publications are highly recommended for
further reading and available at the Front
Room Bookstore.

Brian is a political activist, writer, and
editor ofBehind Enemy Lines Quarterly (4383
Belleflower Circle, Syracuse, NY 13215) . Ihls is
the last of a three part series, "Policy of
Hypocrisy."
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Curing the Number One Killer
What is the number one killer of dogs and

cats in the United States? The unexpected
answer is : euthanasia. The cause is pet over-
population and the cure and prevention is to
spay/neuter.

Each year 10-12 million of the 27 million
dogs and cats born in the United States are
killed, approximately a million a month. This
number does not include the millions of dogs
and cats whose bodies are scraped off our
highways, nor the 35-60 million estimated
number of feral (wild) cats, nor the number
culled from litters for perceived imperfections,
nor the hundreds of thousands that are aban-
doned, neglected and abused . With pet over-
population, only the lucky ones are killed in
shelters.

Bred by humans as companion animals,
dogs and cats deserve better . We must find a
way to stop this crisis . As a society, it is our
responsibility to provide the most humane care
possible . Locally, statistics show that 88% of
5,585 cats and 58% of 3,936 dogs dropped off
at the SPCA never found a home.

Shelters want to get out of the killing
business . They have been trying to educate the
public for years, yet the killing continues . Low
cost spaying/neutering services have been made
availableand licensing differential fees have
been put into effect, yet the killing continues.
Many counties have passed legislation aimed
at controlling the number of unwanted pets.

There are many health and behavioral
benefits to altering your pet. Altered pets have
a considerably reduced rate of malignant tu-
mors, their natural tendency to roam in search
of a mate or to territorial spray is substantially
curbed. Altered pets are healthier and happier.
The cost can be subsidized by some vets,
shelters and animal welfare organizations.
Considering you have made a life long com-
mitment to your companion animal, the cost is
very low.

It is not ethical to continue to kill compan-
ion animals that cannot find good homes—
controlling their numbers through spaying/neu-
tering is . Without it, death is the best we have
to offer our best friends.There are many ways
you can help, for information about what you
can do contact the Coalition to Prevent Pet
Overpopulation, now at 963-4146.

Nancy Camorati

Syracuse
War Tax Resisters

Support Group
Cause for Celebration—Reflection—Action
The War Tax Refusers' Support Committee,
the network of support behind the Randy
Kehler-Betsy Corner house who are strug-
gling with the IRS, sent us this:

Through IRS notices, seizures, and other
attempts to make us pay for killing, through
many arrests, jail terms, and court proceed-
ings, we have remained free, true to our con-
sciences, and kept "alive" by hope—as well as
by your local support.

The house was seized by the IRS because
Kehler and Corner owed more than $45,000 in
federal income taxes . They stopped paying in
1977 to protest the country's military involve-
ment around the world . They redirected their
federal taxes to community organizations
working with and for victims of militarism.

The house was purchased at an IRS auc-
tion for $5,400 by a local couple. After a year
and a half of nonviolent struggle, a settlement
was reached on Dec . 31, 1993, and the house
returned to the land trust.

Although the media has characterized the
settlement as a defeat for the family that bought
the house at the IRS auction, and therefore a
victory for "the tax resisters," we do not see it
as such. The focus of our struggle was never
against (the purchasers), but for life, for stop-
ping killing, for refusing through nonviolent
means to be forced to pay for war and death.

The Syracuse War Tax Resisters Support
Group, as part of the Central New York Affin-
ity Group supporting the struggle in Colrain,
camped out in Colrain at the house-site for a
week in 1992, for the week beginning New
Year's in 1993 and for a week during the
summer of 1993.

On St . Patrick's Day, March 17th, a plan-
ning meeting will take place to discuss activi-
ties for TAX DAY '94, that April 15th date
underscoring the travesty of hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars wasted on controlling Third
World People by militarism : death, threats of
death, and economic strangulation—while here
at home the soup lines grow and budget cuts
impale those already suffering.

Planning for Tax Day Demonstration,
Thursday, March 17th - 7 pm, at 340 Midland
Av—call 478-4571 for directions .

New York
Yearly Meeting

—{Quakers--

Peace Institute 1994
JUSTICE is the theme for the annual

Peace Institute sponsored by New York
Yearly Meeting (Quakers) . The weekend-long
gathering will be held at the Center of Re-
newal, Stella Niagara, New York from April
29 until May 1, 1994.

The Institute has a three-fold focus under
its major theme:
•Environmental (Stewardship) Justice, as a
call for right sharing of the world's resources,
just and democratic processes for waste and
environmental management, and the careful
stewardship of God's gifts to all beings for
time immemorial;
•Restorative (Transformative) Justice, as a
call for a love and healing in response to crime,
seeking to restore the victim, the offender, and
the community to the right relationships which
the crime has violated;
• Economic (Redistributive) Justice, as a
call for fair distribution of economic opportu-
nities and responsibilities, in which equality is
reached for all, regardless of race, class, age,
gender, or sexual orientation.

The program will include plenary speak-
ers as well as concurrent workshops in each
area of focus. Howard Zehr of the Mennonite
Central Committee will speak on Restorative
Justice, economic justice will be addressed by
Chuck Mattei . The Saturday plenaries and
workshops will be rounded out by a Sunday
morning panel discussion with workshop lead-
ers and keynote speakers, exploring with
attenders how the three areas of focus are
intricately connected. Participants will also
share meals, time for fellowship and personal
connection, as well as a meeting for worship.
Participants will be housed at Stella Niagara.
Friends (Quakers) in the area have generously
offered their hospitality to members or
attenders of the Religious Society of Friends.
Cost (including five meals and two nights'
stay) is $95 per person ($ 45 for those with
Friendly hospitality).

While this is a Quaker sponsored event,
we hope to bring together people of all persua-
sions who are concerned with the issues of
justice.

For further information about the Peace
Institute, please call Paul McCold, Schenectady
(518) 377-4912, or Charlotte Frantz, Buffalo
(716) 892-8645.
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SYRACUSE , REAL FOOD COOPERATIVE

EQUAL .EXCHANGE COFFEES
OPENING DOORS TO THIRD WORLD FARMERS

NEVV PRODUCTS!

HORMONE FREE

MILK
AT THE COOP

Recently there has been alot of concern
expressed about artificial growth hor-
mone (BST) being added to milk. We
are getting calls daily from people ask-
ing if we carry hormone free dairy prod-
ucts (all dairy products do have some
level of hormones naturally present) . For
years now we have been carrying some
hormone free, chemical free, antibiotic
free products including local yogurt by
Meadowsweet, who milk their own range
fed cows; local free range eggs and chick-
ens Backbone Hill and Natahala Farm;
steroid free beef from Maple Ave Farm;
and organic yogurt, cheese, and butter.
And now we will be carrying hormone
free milk delivered to us from family
owned Hillcrest Dairy in Moravia, who
milk all their own cows . In the next few
weeks we will stock whole milk, two
percent, skim milk, and chocolate milk
in half gallon reusable glass bottles . I
also understand that Bryne dairy is look-

ing to carry hormone free milk . Just goes
to show that if we demand healthy un-
adulterated foods we will get them.
That's what food coops are all about!

—Sue

STORE HOURS:
Monday-Friday llam-8pm

Saturday 8am-8pm
Sunday 12-6pm

618 Kensington Road • 472-1385
Established 1973

Manager: Sue Warford
Asst. Manager : Gloria Kraegel

Next Council Meetings:

Wednesday, March 2nd
Tuesday, April 5

Equal Exchange trades with some of the
poorest farmers in the world . For centu-
ries, trade has worked against them . Like
all over the world, they have no control
over the price they get for what they grow
and are dependent on exporting cash
crops - even when they don't have enough
food for themselves. There is no easy way
out of poverty for peasant farmers in the
Third World. As the price of seed, fertil-
izer and tractors goes up, the price these
farmers get for their crops tends to go
down. Despite these unequal trade rela -

tionships, Third World nations must still
grow and export cash crops because they
need foreign exchange to pay for farm
machinery, medicine and other consumer
goods . In some Third World countries,
peasant farmers are joining together to
form cooperatives . By working together
they hope to become better at production

IF YOU HAVEN'T BEEN IN THE
STORE RECENTLY..

We have repriced our shelves and repro-
grammed our cash register so that the
public shops at the shelf price and all our
members get a discount at the register.
Just by being a member you save 5%
off all products in the store, those who
work two hours per month receive a 10%
discount , and members who work two
hours per week (core workers) save 15%.
We feel that he new pricing structure is
more fair. It also encourages non-mem-
bers to join the Coop so they too can re-
ceive discounts.

DONATIONS FOR A NEW COOLER
Our cheese cooler "died" in mid-Febru-
ary, accelerating our search for a new
one. We have received donations and
loan pledges of over $500 so far—more
is still needed—thanks everyone!

and gain a stronger voice in the market-
place . For example, the UCIRI Coop-
erative (the Union of Indigenous Com-
munities of the Isthmus Region) of 2,000
Indian coffee fanners in southern Mexico
markets their organic coffee to alterna-
tive trade groups like Equal Exchange.
Equal Exchange pays the coop an amount
that is higher than the world market price.
UCIRI uses this premium to provide
sorely needed social services, such as
transportation, health care, communal
stores, and community grain mills. Equal
Exchange was founded in 1986 by three
veterans of the food cooperative
momovement, who recognized that many
smallscale organic fanners needed help
in marketing and decided this could be
expanded to Third World farmers.

—Sue
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Seeds will be coming to the Coop e

by MARCH 1ST. ..
Can spring be far behind?
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Two recipes for a cold blustery day.
–Submitted by Amy Kahn.

VERMONT

	

DATE AND OAT BARS
CHEDDAR CHEESE SOUP

	

Very low sugar. Makes 2 dozen:
Makes about a gallon

	

Preheat oven to 375° F
1/2 cup (1 stick) butter
1 (12 oz.) bottle of beer (optional)
1 cup finely chopped onion
3 Tbsp cornstarch
2 cups finely chopped carrots
1/4 tsp . baking soda
2 cups finely chopped celery
1/4 tsp paprika
2 quarts chicken or vegetable
3 1/2 cups skim milk stock
1 1/4 lbs grated sharp cheddar
2 cups flour
cheese (can use low fat)
salt and pepper to taste.
chopped parsley

Saute onions in butter until transparent,
add carrots and celery . Add vegetables to
soup pot with stock and beer. Heat to
boiling, then simmer until vegetables are
tender. Scald milk over medium heat.
Combine flour, cornstarch, baking soda,
paprika, and cheese in a tight lidded bowl
or a bag and toss to mix . When milk is
hot, add cheese mixture . Cook and stir
often until cheese melts and mixture thick-
ens . Add to soup pot. Season to taste with
salt and pepper, garnish with chopped
parsley. Serve hot .

Coop Council
Stephanie Cross . . 446-9276 (h) 453-0261(w)
Ed Daly	 426-0610(h) 435-4540,4129 (w)
Lauri Francis	 47X-5671 (11) 471-1718 (w)
Walley Francis . . . . 478-5671(h) 443-926(1(w)
Lisa Mark	 437-2337 (h) 451-675(1(w)
Laura Reeder	 428-9394 (h)
Larry Rutledge	 471-4780 (h/w)
Roy VanDusen . . . . 471-5538 (10) 472-3171(w)

FEATURE COFFEE OF THE
MONTH:

from Equal Exchange Organic
CAFE MEXICO Medium Roast!

Smooth taste with medium body from
the UCIRI cooperative of Indian

tanners . Come try a cup! Fresh ground
and fresh brewed daily at the
Syracuse Real Food Coop .

3/4 lb pitted dates, chopped
1/2 1/2 cup butter
1 Tbsp flour
1 1/2 tsp sugar
1/2 cup water
1 cup graham cracker crumbs
3/4 cup unsweetened grated
2 1/2 cups oats coconut or

finely chopped nuts
1/2 tsp vanilla extract

Combine dates, sugar, and water in sauce-
pan . Bring to a boil and simmer for about
10 minutes, stirring frequently. Let cool,
and stir in coconut or nuts. Mix graham
cracker crumbs, butter, vanilla extract, and
oats together until well mixed. Press 1/2
oat mixture into bottom of a greased 9 x
12-inch pan . Top with date mixture and
spread evenly. Top with remaining oat
mixture. Bake in preheated oven for 30 -
35 minutes . Cool in pan and cut into bars.

The New Leaf
Editor : Steve Schur 471-1769

Please submit articles no later than the 10th of the
month. Articles receive one month's work credit.

Preferfloppy disk, Mac or IBM formats accepted.
We are looking for an editor to take over the
New Leaf starting this spring. Please contact

Sue at the Coop or Lauri at 471-1718(w).

EDENSOY ON SALE EVERYDAY!
Original, vanilla, carob liters . . $ 1 .69
($1 .53 working member price)
Brickpacks (3 8-oz . units)	 $ 1 .69
Cases of liters: (12 per case) . . $ 18 .99
($17 .09 working member price)

Extra original & vanilla liters $ 1 .79
($1 .61 working member price)
Cases of liters: (12 per case) . . . $19 .99
($17 .99 working member price)

Cooking with Garlic
-Submitted by Amy Kahn

Cooking with garlic does not mean that
everyone who eats is going to have garlic
breath. In her book Garlic Cookery, Martha
Rose Shulman explains that recipes using
garlic can differ in the amount of garlic they
use -small, moderate, and large, and in fla-
vor from subtle to strong, but quantity does
not always correspond to intensity. One
raw clove pressed into salad dressing or
mayonnaise will be much more pungent
than lots of cloves sinunered in stew. The
following is one recipe from her book and
one I learned from my brother.

Garlic Broccoli Stems
(a great hors d'oeuvres to use up the
stems when serving the florets elsewhere)

Stems from 1 & 1/2 lbs of broccoli,
peeled and sliced 1/4-inch thick
1/2 tsp sea salt
1 Tbsp wine vinegar
1 clove garlic, minced or pressed
2 Tbsp olive or safflower oil

Toss broccoli stems with salt in a jar and
refrigerate several hours . Pour off what-
ever liquid accumulates and rinse. Add
vinegar, garlic, and oil together and shake
well. Add stems. Refrigerate for several
hours. Place in a bowl and serve.

Roasted Garlic and Brie
French baguettes cut or torn into pieces
Brie, warm and runny
Garlic heads

Roast garlic heads whole in oven for 1/2
hour or so at 300° F. Squeeze garlic onto
bread and spread with brie . To be com-
pletely decadent run slices back under
broiler until cheese bubbles . Enjoy.

COMMITTEE BULLETIN BOARD
The Coop has several permanent committees and a number of ad hoc committees
that need are meeting on a regular basis. If you're looking for a way to become
involved in the coop, here's a great work opportunity!
Permanent Committees and contacts persons include:
New Leaf (our newsletter)	 Lauri Francis 478 5671
Product Evaluation	 Karen Peissinger 475 - 2202
Outreach (and advertising)	 Stephanie Cross 446 - 9276
Personnel	 Larry Rutledge 471 - 4780

and	 Roy Van Dusen 471 - 5538
Ad Hoc Committees and contact persons include:
Mission Statement (Re-evaluating our mission statement.)	 Lisa Mark 437 - 2337
Membership	 Gloria Kraegel 428 1941
We need membership participation! All committee members earn work credit.
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School of the Americas, Fort Benning Georgia
Father Roy Bourgeois Speaks in Syracuse
Ray Stewart

THE SYRACUSE Community was treated
to an inspiring talk by Father Roy Bourgeois
this past Feb. 5 concerning the closing of
School Of the Americas (SOA) at Fort Henning,
Georgia (see "Policy of Hypocrisy", Jan . 94,
PNL).

The School Of the Americas has become
well known for its training of 55,000 military
specialists from Central and,South America at
US government expense . Manuel Noriega, as
well as most of the perpetrators of the El
Salvadoran church murders, are among the
graduates.

Father Roy reviewed his background start-
ing with his service in the Vietnam War . He
was a volunteer for combat and as a navel
officer he was awarded a purple heart. Eventu-
ally, he became disgusted with the war, re-
signed his commission and became a
Maryknoll priest . At his Maryknoll assign-
ment in South America and later in El Salva-
dor, he was continually confronted by military
terrorists . This experience confirmed for him
that the priesthood was hisproper place.

It was his close friendship with two of the
'four Maryknoll church-women murdered in
El Salvador that led him to return to the States
and take more aggressive action .

Eventually he took up residence in an
, apartment at the entrance to Fort' Henning.
Here he and a small band of activists protested
the activities at SOA . He and two other priests
were sent to federal prison for their actions.

Roy came to Syracuse as part'of a upper
NYS tour. The tour was sponsored by Pax
Christi, Veterans for Peace, Witness forPeace,
Peace Network, Churchwomen United and
representative Louise Slaughter.

Roy, as coordinator of SOA Watch, and
the national Witness for Peace are organizing
a 40-day fast to be held on the capital stops in
Washington DC from April 11 to May 20.
Syracuse area peace and 'church groups are
'planning 'to participate in the fast as well as
sponsoring local activities calling attention to

SOA open to train more tertoti'sts? Call your
representative' now!

The past eight months have been particu-
larly productive for'Roy. Two very sucees 'sful
rallies ' by Veterans for Peace members from
16 ' stateS and Canada have been held at the
Henning gate . Also national press coverage
hasbeen 'positive . The UN report on the Salva-
doran atrocities helped focus on the school.
Good coverage appeared in Newsweek, the .
Nation, New Yorker, Harpers, plus The Atlan-
tic Constitution.

For more information on upcoming ac-
tivities, contact Donna Mackessy at 478-4001
or Ray Stewart at 422-5023.

it.
The purpose of the fast is to focus atten-

tion on Congress so that we can obtain the
votes to defeat the funding for SOA, Tbe vote
last October on the Kennedy Amendment (to
stop SOA funding) garnered an aniazing`174
votes . We did not have ' time i then to lobby
effectivly for the amendment, but now we area
planning to get the remaining 44 votes for
passage . In October, representatives Slaugh-
ter and Hinchey voted to close `the school,
while Walsh, Mchugh and Boehlert voted to
keep it open.

I ask, should we close Griffiss, Platsburg
and the Seneca Army Depot, and keep the

Central American Report `

Witness for' Peace
A delegation to Haiti is being organized

the last two weeks of July . Call Mike Pasquale,
471-8919 for more information . School of
Americas Watch is holding 'a. forty day fast
from April 11 - May 20, to put pressure on
closing down the School of Americas, a mili-
tary training base where many of' the officers
implicated in human rights abuses 'in S,alva-
der, Haiti, Columbia etc . were trained.

La Estancia Project
Fund raising efforts were very success-

ful . Two thousand dollars to go directly to the
community along with items such as donated
solar package (panel, batteries, etc .), wheel-
chair, etc . The delegation will leave February
19.

Pastors for Peace Cuba Friendship Project'.
Fund raising dinner was attended by over'

120 people and $1,700 was raised . The inc .,
cess of the event was due in-large part'to Ron
Schuffler who" drove in from Boston' espe-°`
cially to' prepare his , fatuous Latin cuisine"
including cheese enchaladers and picadillo.
His return added a bit of nostalgia to the
evening., It was,a great show,pf solidarity . The
project was featured in front page articles in
both the Post Standard and Herald Journal . If
you are interested in being a member of the
emergency response network, which will be ,
activated if the caravan gets stopped at the
Mexican border on its way to Cuba, call Doug
Igelsrud at 471-5749 . '

Haiti Committee
People are being asked to write Con-

gressman Jim Walsh, PO Box 7306, Syracuse,
NY 13261. . Report from people who visited
Jim Walsh was that he was not that informed
on the issue. If anyone would like a presenta-
tion on Haiti'call Anti Tiffany 478-4571.

Upcoming events:
Show—A Peasant of El Salvador, March

4, 4 PM, St Paul's Cathedral $4 - $8 sliding
scale .

Salvador vigil/watch, March 20, 1 - 4
PM, St Paul's Cathedral, call 474-6053.

A furfd raising dinner/cultural evening
is being organized March 26 tobelp agroup of
Syracusans travel to Ghana for a work project.
Call Aggio Lance; 4'?8.-457 i 'fo'rnore informa-
tion .
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Choice. What a Beautiful Life
Lauren Elizabeth Wing choice, extremists who block abortion clinics.

The National Organization For Women first
brought this case to court as a remedy for
protecting the rights of women from being
trampled by groups like Operation Rescue.
The ruling in NOW vs . Scheidler was in re-
sponse to a wave of anti-abortion violence in
1993 that left one doctor dead, another
wounded, and clinics from Califromia to
Pennsylvania smoking from arson and
firebombings. Anti-abortion groups such as
Advocates For Life and Defensive Action
openly encourage violence against clinics and
call the killing of the Florida physician
"justiafiable homicide." RICO is designed as
a last resort, but if clinics need to use a legal
means in order to protect women's access to
health care services, they can now do se.

Wendy Wright, a spokewomen for Op-
aeration Rescue, called the
decision "a complete trav-
esty of justice:: . This opens
the floodgates for RICO to
be used against anybody
who uses free speech in a
way that offends somebody
else ." Cal Thomas in his
Herald-Journal column
wrote:"Today's alleged ex-
tremists could be regarded
as tomorrow's heroes.
Those who go to jail today
might have a holiday named
after them tomorrow." Anti-
choice groups are not peace-
ful protesters doing acts of
civil disobedience. Much of
their campaign is built upon
intimidation, harassment,
and violence against

women. Anti-Choice groups who draw
comparisons to the Civil Rights movement,
demonstrate an offensive twisting of ' the lan-
guage and activism. The Civil Rights move-
ment was working to increase and expand the
lives of people, Operation Rescue is restrict-
ing the lives of women. A better comparison
might be to the groups of white supremists
who surrounded Southern schools in the early
1960's and prevented African-American stu-
dents from entering : Sweetening violent pro-
tests with the borrowed language of the Civil
Right's Movement is as much a facade as the
glossy DeMoss advertising campaign.

Insidious efforts of anti-choice activists

in several states have limited a women's ac-
cess to reproductive health services . After five
years of legal wrangling over a 1989 Abortion
Control Act in Pennslyvania, women seeking
abortions will now face a twenty-four hour
waiting period. In reality, the 24 hour waiting
period is longer than a day, sometimes push-
ing the pregnancy past the first trimester and
jeopardizing a wonian ' s health. It also creates
additional barriers'for women who may not
have access to transportation or over-night
lodging. The new law also requires parental
consent which is of the De Moss world where
families have complete trust and communi-
cate on all levels. Laws that mandate parental
consent push pregnant minors to delay or deny
their pregnancy when they put off parental
discussion. Such'a law may also push young
women into aY' iiitimldating public court sys-
tem where theydzperience the intrusion of a
judge into their personal lives.

In Syracuse,' City Republicans led by
Councilor-at-Large Rick Guy, appointed Ann
Marie Buerkle to the Common Council to fill
the seat vacated by Bart Bush . Buerkle, an
anti-choice activist is a memberofOperation
Rescue and Friends for Life . She has twice lost
bids for a seat on the City Common Council,
and now she' will remain in this position until
a November 1994 election is held. Buerkle
hopes to keep the seat for the remaining three
years left in the term . Rick Guy said Buerkle
was the best of about thirty candidates who
applied for the job: " I think she represents the
common-sense values of the community . ..
Her positions are consistent with other candi-
dates elected `citywide inNovotnber. She is
intelligent, articulate, and very attractive--
the criteria necessary' for a good-candidate.
Buerkle said she wants to show people that
there is more to her than her anti-abortion
stance, " I am pro-life, but I'think the issues
that face the Common Council are nil ." She
will be taking over Bush's seat as chair of the
council's Economic Development and' Envi-
ronmental Committee . The Coalition For
Choice is not deceived by this diffusion of the
issues . After twenty-one years of Roe v. Wade,
it is important that the pro-choice voice con-
tinues to be heard as the forces that want to
fight reproductive freedom have a slick and
clever agenda.

For more information ; Contact Coalition
For Choice, P .O Box 761, Dewitt, New York
13214, (315)677-9758 .
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H APPY, HEALTHY CHILDREN run
out of the school doors and bask in the

sunlight, laughing and tumbling . Heart-warm-
ing Hallmark glimpses of childhood charm the
television viewer in a slickly produced adver-
tising campaign. Set up as a Public Service
Messageu,a voice-over states : "All of these
children have one thing in common, all of
them are unplanned pregnancies that could
have ended in abortion . . .Sometimes the, best
things in life aren't planned. Life. What a
Beautiful Choice." This ad campaign is spon-
sored by the Arthur De Moss Foundation of
Pennsylvania . Named for its
founder, a born-again Chris-
tian who made a fortune in the
insurance business, the grants
are oriented to Christian evan-
gelical and allied conservative
causes. The Foundation sup-
ports suchevangelical missions
as the Campus Crusade for
Christ, Executive Ministries
("Dedicated to winnning busi-
ness executives to Jesus
Christ"), The Pat Boone
Foundation, and Rebirth of
America ("concerned with the
departure of present day
America from our Founding
fathers' respectforMoral law") .

	

xovsswoaz AS USUAL

The trade publication ADweek asriing onus„" wmpg

	

, it

	

is penis-
sihle for the pregnant woman to keep up with

has estimated that the founda- her =al routine of cooking, mending, dust.

tion is spending $20 million

	

emg and vacuuming.

anually on the current anti-choice television
campaign. The sentimental visuals have an
underlying bitter message of selling morals
and placing a woman's decisions about her
own life in public judgement.

Planned Parenthood Center of Syracuse
has been regularly picketed by anti-choice
activists and has received several threats of
violence over the years. In 1989, members of
Operation Rescue invaded the clinic and shut
down sevices for several hours . In January of
this year, the U .S . Supreme Court ruled that
abortion providers may use the RICO Act
(Racketeer Influenced and Corrupt Organiza-
tions) as a basis for lawsuits against anti-
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Whose Common Future .?:
"Reclaiming the Commons" by the staff of The Ecologist
Joy Meeker

I T WASN'T THAT LONG AGO when it
was a struggle to get people in the US to

acknowledge environmental degradation as a
n-ajor social and political issue. I remember
sttdying Peace Studies in 1990 when my
profeslgrs were all excited about this new
book, Our Common Future, whichwas hailed
as possibly the most important policy book of
the 1980's . . Its big contribution was that the
policy makers who' wrote it fmally acknowl-
edged the seriousness of the environmental
crisis, especially in terms of the degradation of
the Third World. They stated that since there
were no nation state boundaries that could
k c p pollution out, everyone in the world
shared a common future. We, were also told
not to worry because the same types of people
would still be in control of our future, the only
change was that these people would now try to
he more sensitive. So really it was the same
old story, talking about maintaining and fur-
ther centralizing economic progress while
acknowledging that the environmental side
effects to this growth should be controlled.
The growth, refrained as sustainable develop-
ment, was not challenged.

Today it's no longer a struggle to get folks
to acknowledge the environmental mess we're
in . People know there's a problem and that its
getting worse, butareabitoverwhelmed about
what to do about it. Part of why its so over-
whelming, beyond the pure magnitude of the
problem, is that there is no effective way of
halting environmental degradation without
disrupting the entire structures that led us here.
The old (modem) stories and world order
frameworks serve to contain the idea of the
crisis, and also help maintain the basic power
configurations we,ve been trained to accept.
One of the most powerful things we can do in
response to environmental problems is to dis-
rupt these containing stories by remembering
or creating our own ways of thinking and
acting that open up oppositional possibilities ..

Whose Cotnmon Future, which is written
by the editors of The Ecologist, adds insight to
creating and sustaining this type of resistance
work . nose Common Future responds to the
paternalism of the policy makers who wrote

Our Common Future, these same policy-mak-
ers more recently helped instigate the recent
UNCED (United Nations Conference on En-
vironment and Development) conference in
Rio. The book argues that the questionof who
.is defining the future is the core concern in
order to address the environmental crisis . The
struggle is "not to win greater power for the
market or the state, but to reinstate (local)
communities as the sources of social and po-
litical authority ."

In order to promote this decentralization
of power, the au-
thors describe in
detail the violent
process of the en-
closure of the com-
mons as it began in
the creation of the
nation state and the
expansion of mar-
ket economies. The enclosure movement ini-
tiated in the 15 and 19 centuries in Europe
redefined land as owned "property," trans-
forming it into a commodity which can be
continually improved upon. This "improve-
ment" really meant profit, and was discon-
nected from the previous goal of the com-
mons, which was to meet the needs of the
community. Because people's needs were no
longer being met, strong controlling forces
were necessary to contain resistance. While
this control obviously includes militarized
infrastructures, possibly its strongest force
today is in the homogenization of information
and culture which helps arrest people's ability
to resist.

One of the most interesting arguments
within the book is the importance of control-
ling language in order to homogenize
cultures . This management of lan-
guageand information is crucial so that
people will accept . and help recreate the
assumptions that make the domination
of a global economy possible. The
authors elaborate on the structures that
create "languages whose use allows
enclosers to eavesdrop on, `correct,'
and dominate the conversation of . the
enclosed." For example, countries are
labeled as "developing," which intends
to convince the people and leaders that
they should allow themselves to be
measured "along a common yardstick"
and that their "differences are actually

deficiencies requiring aid." This type of mea-
surement displaces discussion and explora-
tion of the imperialistic forces which are the
main source of the poverty.

The authors purposely do not offer pre-
packaged solutions after their discussion . In-
stead they suggest that activism can destabi-
lize the problematic "solutions" that are being
imposed on us by the centralized leadership of
nations and corporations . They suggest that
creating and defending "open, democratic
community institutions" can help "ensure

people's control
over their own
lives ." They also
encourage com-
munities to seek
to rejuvenate
whatisnow work-
ing, to "combine
traditional and

new approaches and to develop strategies that
meet local needs ." While local control is not
claimed as an insurance of environmental
sustainability, it is a necessary prerequisite.

A weakness of the book is that it focuses ,
mainly on class and state interests, mention-
ing but not elaborating on the uneven impact
of environmental degradation on people of
color and women. The book I will review next
month, Toxic Struggles: The Theory and Prac-
tice ofEnvironmental Justice , includes racism
and sexism as crucial forms of domination that
must be challenged, and discusses the influen-
tial,environmental justice movement currently
gathering momentum in the U .S.

Joy is a doctoral candidate,

	

d b
mediator, activist and Minnesota Nationalist.

The person who would challenge
the logic of justice in any one

aspect of the chain must eventu-
ally confront the whole system.

Whose Common Future

FOR OFFICE OR IN-HOME COMPUTERIZED

TAH PREPARATION
with Time and Attention for your

Individual Circumstances
call:

SUSAN S, tfANSZW
637-5153
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"We're a business and if it helps us
become more efficient and competi-
tive, that's the name of the game ."

w HO DO YOU THINK said the above
statement? The newest CEO at Gen-

eral Motors? The president of General Elec-
tric? Bill Clinton? We couldn't be that lucky
(or at least not as shocked).

The mouth that made the above statement
belongs to Jim Winkle, a dairy farmer in Vogel
Center, Michigan . Why is that statement shock-
ing? It's shocking because the "it" of that
sentence refers to rBGH (synthetic Bovine
Growth Hormone), the hormone that is sup-
posed to "revolutionize" milk production.
Those supporting the hormone's introduction
n.y it will help usher in a new era of efficiency
and environmentally safer practices on Ameri-
can farms . Those against it say it hasn't been
adequately studied and poses a health threat to
the American public . Regardless of the con-
troversy, the FDA did not require milk produc-
ers to label milk contaminated with rBGH.

Anyway, that's all said and done now.
The use of rBGH went into effect on February
4, 1994, and it went into the nation's cattle a
week later . For the first time in biotechnologi-
cal history, consumers will have no way of
knowing what they are purchasing . Now all
that is left to do is wait and see the hormone's
results, and I have a distinct feeling that pure
food campaigns, animal rights organizations
and consumer protection groups will be doing
a big "I told you so" sometime in the near
future . I hope I'm wrong.

The Continuing Saga of rBGH. .
Because You're Not A Calf Anymore Pt . II
Joseph Smith

10887-8

Testing, 1, 2, 3 . . .
Results you say? Isn't it already known

that the use of the hormone will increase milk
production? That is correct, but that is only
one third of the results to which I am referring.
The results that I'm interested in are the num-
ber of small dairy farmers that will be put out
of business (an estimated 30%), the increase
of federally funded dairy price supports paid
for by you and me ($300 million now, $500
million in the future), the decrease in milk
prices paid to the farmer leading to a 1%
decline in dairy farm income (thus resulting in
a $546 million dollar decline by the year
1999), etc . But
don't just take my
propagandist ani-
mal rights words
for it, a Wisconsin
Senator

	

was
quoted by theNew
York Timesas say-
ing, "This study has confirmed my worst fears,
this product will result in a significant loss of
income and drive dairy farmers, many of whom
are struggling, out of business ."

Yet the economic impact of rBGH is only
the tip of the ice cream . There are more serious
"results" involving the health of those who
ingest anything (dairy or meat) from cows
injected with the hormone.

While Time magazine and other main
stream media sources discredit the effects
rBGH may have on consumers and downplay
the warnings from consumer protection and
pure food groups, the fact remains: increased
hormone levels in cattle will result in greater
use of antibiotics . These media sources are
lying to you (surprise, surprise) . The large
milk manufacturers can rest assured knowing

that the public will continue to
buy their poisoned products.
The use of antibiotics will in-
crease, and this is why : the
process is quite simple, for just
as in human beings, increased
stress and excessive wear and
tear on the body will weaken
the immune system. The stress
inflicted on a "normal" dairy
cow under usual factory farm-
ing practices already requires
the addition of antibiotics to

The large milk manufacturers
can rest assured knowing that
the public will continue to buy

their poisoned products

aid the animal's
failing immune
system. Dairy cows
are repeatedly milked
dry by their owners
who keep themon a continuous cycle of we

nancy . This endless gestation period Bras icly
reduces their life span, from the normal 15 to
20 years to approximately seven to ten. Now,
just imagine the extra stress put on the animal
that is given a drug that makes it producernore
milk on top of the milk it is producing from
being continually pregnant. The wear and tear
on the animal's immune system will be unpar-
alleled. Thus, if you think rBGH-treated cows

won ' t need additional
antibiotics, you're mis-
taken .

But what does
that mean for milk drink-
ers and meat eaters? Just
because a cow dies from
being injected with hor-

mones, does that mean it will effect consum-
ers? The answer is yes . Forget about (just for
the remainder of this article) saturated fat's
link to cancer and heart disease. The antibiot-
ics used in treating these anitnals has been
proven to end up in their blood and tissues, a
short stop before being passed on to humans.
This path of poison brings the consumer of
such products face to face with .a myriad of
diseases and ailments ranging from cancer to
allergies.

Studies by Monsanto (the company re-
sponsible for developing rBGH for commer-
cial use, under the name Posilac) and the FDA
revealed that, "there may be an unacceptable
level of tissue reaction with prolonged use of
rBGH ." The press seemed to miss that one, not
to mention the numerous diseases (other than
udder infections) that arise in cows treated
with the hormone . Still ; the FDA promises
that rBGH is safe. But if the FDA's promises
of rBGH's safety are anything like the claims
of the pharmaceutical industry concerning the
antibiotic already used in milk production,
we're doomed. One routinely used drug,
Sulfamethane, promoted by the drug industry
as "safe and effective," is a known carcinogen
and has not been taken off the market.

The (UN)Natural cont'd on page 21
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merica Laughs
Study on the Study of America : America's Funniest Home Videos
sten Reynolds

ANY PEOPLE ENJOY watching
"America's Funniest Home Videos,"

omedy that airs every Sunday night from
K) to 7 :30. On the surface, the show gently
poses the imperfections of human nature

the blunders we often unknowingly cause.
e like the show because it gives us a chance
laugh at ourselves once in a while and not

Ice life so' seriously.
Unfortunately, we must be on our guard

Ile we watch "America's Funniest Home
cos" and other shows like it, because lurk-

g behind the nonthreatening comedic mask
the propagation of racist, sexist, conserva-
e ideologies . A television show's content is

'fluenced by dominating social trends and
e ideologies of those in positions of power.
t present time, the dominant ideologies em-
hasize white-male supremacy, the nuclear
arnily model . and an intolerance of sexual

t ientation.
The, first clue that "America's Funniest

dome Videos" enforces conservative ideo-
logical interpretations of society is the racial
composition of the studio audience . When the
camera pans over : the crowd, it reveals an
audience of primarily white faces rather than
an audience of diverse ethnic backgrounds.
The audience participation is an important
part of the show. Every week, a contest is held
Ity select one home video that a family in the
aadiOnce produced. After the audience selects
a winner, Bob Saget, the host of the show
personally congratulates the beaming family.
The focus on the "white" race subliminally
reinforces the notion that African-Americans
Pr other people of color should not be included
in mainstream America, but remain on the
perimeters as the insignificant "other ."

Another example of the conservative ideo-
logical framework behind the comedic facade
;if"America's Funniest Home Videos" was
he approval of the nuclear family model to the

p oint of excluding other types. The vast ma-
jority of the families represented in the audi-
.nce belong to a traditional nuclear family
'father, mother, kid) . While I do not oppose
he existence of the nuclear family, I am op-

posed to the lack of representation of other
types of existing family structures . The lack of
representation of other types of families, such
as single-mother or single-father families,
enforces the impression of acceptable familial
forms and non-acceptable familial forms.

"America's Funniest
Home Videos"validates the
traditional nuclear family
model for the consumption
of the mass audience and
thereby molds future atti-
tudes and tolerances . The
show's time slot from 7 :00 to 7 :30 is a time
parents generally spend with their children
before they go to bed . As children are exposed
to selected models of living and behavior, they
begin to mimic and adopt these attitudes and
thereby continue the legacy of America's con-
servative ideologies.

Stuart Ewen, a cultural theorist, proposes
in his essay "Advertising and the Develop-
ment of Consumer" that the media is integral
to reflecting and reinforcing contemporary
social relations and conditions . He argues that
contemporary mass media "is responsive to

various social narratives of modem life or
prevailing belief systems ." For example,
"America's Funniest Home Videos" responds
to social narrative constructed out of the belief
that the world is out of control and can only be
saved by a return to more traditional values

such as the traditional white
nuclear family structure . Not
only does it reassure its white
audience that America is return-
ing to more traditional values, it
actively excludes those who de-
viate from this norm by not rep-

resenting them at all.
Stuart Ewen also argues that mass media

"offers symbolic empathy with social critiques,
creating symbolic acknowledgements of per-
vasive social problems rather than offering
material solutions ." Most members of the
"America's Funniest Home Videos" viewing
audience watch humorous programs to escape
their consciousness of social problems such as
the disintegration of family social bonds.
"America's Funniest Home Videos" creates a
utopian vision into which viewers can escape,
of a society filled with successful, . close-knit
families. The utopian vision of the family is
reinforced throughout the entire show. Visu-
ally, the theme of a stable American home is
graphically repeated throughout the stage set
which is comprised of several large rooms,
complete with a large television set. The host,
Bob Saget, is a respectable, young, unassum-
ing, gently comical family man who relates
stories of his youth or present family. The
interaction between the host's character as
young white father figure and the home videos
reinforces the utopian vision and ideology of
successful white American families.

The media seeks to create a uniform soci-
ety, ideologically homogenous that ignores or
excludes the exception, the "other ." The
"other" are those people who do not belong to
close-knit nuclear families or whose skin is
not white . The media creates . The existence of
ideologies in itself is not destructive . The
damage comes about by the forced consump-
tion ofone ideology to a mass audience by the
will of those in positions of power. This analy-
sis of a popular television show, "America's
Funniest Home Videos," illustrates the meth-
ods and goals used to enforce a conservative
ideological framework.

Kirsten is an Art Video major
at Syracuse University.
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Eileen Steinbugler Altieri CSW
Clinical Soda! Worker

Teiephome
(315) 637-8351

Psychotherapy
Counseling
Consultation

WALK THE TALK

NIMO RATES ARE ALWAYS INCREASING
AIR POLLUTION IS GETTING WORSE

WHAT CAN YOU DO?
INSTALL THE COPPER CRICKET
IT IS A SOLAR WATER HEATER THAT

WORKS WITH YOUR EXISTING WATER HEATER

Dr. Howard S . Walsdorf
CHIROPRACTOR

treatments for:

Neck & Shoulder Pain
Lower Back Injuries
Stress Related Pain
Chronic Ailments

465 Westcott Street
Syracuse, New York 13210

Day & Evening Hours
For Appointment Call:

(315) 422-2027

Guidance in Nutrition &
Natural Remedies

CALL CLASSIC CARPENTRY 471-0324

	

.1

Erwin Reiner
Residential
Contracting

478-2998
Restoration

Renovation

Rehabilitation
Repair

passive solar
personal service

references

The benefits are all yours from the expertise of myself, my
son and two other producers, representing national and
regional carriers of home, auto, life, disability, health and
business insurance. Consult us for a second opinion.

SKEELE AGENCY, INC.
Cazenovia/ DeRuyter Lake

Both phones Syracuse System toll
free :

655-2878/ 662-7080

Service and rates worth
tracking down
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The (UN)Natural
cont'd from page 18

Lies, Antibiotics and Money
According to a "Nutrition fact sheet" by

the National Center for Nutrition and Dietet-
ics, rBGI4 will not increase antibiotic resi-
dues in milk because the United States milk
supply is protected by "stringent standards."
Are these the stringent standards they are
referring to the same as those of the pharma-
ceutical industries? The promotion of a known
carcinogen as "safe and effective" doesn't
seem all that stringent to me.

The truth of the matter is (and you won't
hear it from the TV news) that the FDA has no
idea what the "results" of injecting cows with
rBGH will be, other than a 15% increase in
milk production . The current dairy surplus
has cost the American tax-payer $18 billion
since 1980. The popular media will not print
the truth about the hormone for the simple
fact that the industry is scared that people will

Central NY Witness delegation to Haiti
July 18-30. For application or more info, call
(315) 471-8919.

Dog Lover? Free to a good home, two
affectionate, lovable, Syr-old spayed females
(partner allergic to dogs) . If interested in one
or both call Lynn at 685-1318.

"Word Music : A Poetry Chapbook"
by Dale Cowin. Send $6 postpaid to Russ
Tarby, Syr. New Times, Box #256, 1415 W.
Genessee St., Syr. NY 13204-2156.

Computer typing. Will type term pa-
pers or anything. $2 per page . Call Susan
Ashley at 446-2429 from Sam - 6pm.

Job opening for business & computer
systems manager for Syracuse Cultural Work-
ers, a national nonprofit publisher of
multicultural, progressive products. Business
planning ;plus accounting and bookkeeping
functions. Develop, maintain and support all
IBM PC level applications for 5 person staff.
Highly organized problem solver. Creative,
hard working, cooperative workplace . Re-
sume to : Dik Cool, SCW, Box 6367, Syr .,NY
13217, (315) 474-1132 . Position begins
around 3/7194 .

stop buying dairy products. Yet even if rBGH
was safe, and according to the suppressed
studies by the FDA and Monsanto it isn't, the
increase in the use of antibiotics (which will
occur in spite of the slick blue flyers in the
Wegmans dairy section) are definitely not.

In conclusion, the practices of intensive
farming are scary enough without rBGH . Now
that it has arrived and bio-tech corporations are
in business with the FDA, it is sure to get
scarier . In the past, one could squeak by on a
vegetarian diet and remain relatively hormone
free. Today, as bio-technology creeps steadily
up to and into the animals, a vegan lifestyle is
the only way to escape the poison's our cher-
ished institutions are being bought to approve.
That is, until they start to attack our vegetables.
Hey, they think food is a business, remember?
It's our job to tell them it isn't.

Joe is the current director Of Syracuse
University For Animal Rights, an intern with the
Peace Newsletter, and editorofHammermill
Magazine . To get a copy of yourvery own
send $.75 to Joe C/O the Peace Council.

1994 Peace Award Search is Open
Peace Action CNY is calling for nomina-

tions by March 20 for this year's Peace Award,
to be bestowed at our annual dinner in Septem -
ber or October. We are more excited each year
as we celebrate the ways people take action
and empower others to work for peace .

	

i
As in the past, Peace Action appreciates

all people who work for justice and peace in
concert with our goals. The Board of Peace
Action CNY will review nominations and
Select the recipient from the community based
on the following general criteria:
• Individual work and commitment to peace
and justice.
• Influence on others through organizational
work and affiliations.
• Significance of work for achieving Peace
Action's mission.
• Duration, effectiveness and qual-
ity of witness in the community.
•, Contribution to community's un-
derstanding of issues of peace and
justice.

To nominate someone for the
1994 Peace Award; please contact
our office at 478-7442 by March
15th . Thank you for helping us rec-
ognize the wonderful people who
work for peace and justice in Cen-
tral New York .

Conflict resolution without going to

court . ..

Write your own agreement:
• Divorce
• Parenting Schedules
• Business Conflicts
• Non-Traditional lifestyle

Agreements

Marilyn A. Miller
Mediator - Attorney

104 Pleasant St., Manlius, NY

682-9131

Commonworks calls a Meeting
on "The State of the Co-op Movement" on
Wednesday, March 16, 1994, 6 - 9 PM, Dunbar
Center Gym, 1453 South State Street.

Dinner provided by Vera's Place. RSVP
to Commonworks, 475-4822.

Agenda:
• 6-7 PM: Eat, meet, schmooze, check out
literature tables.
• 7-8 PM: Reports from co-ops and new
projects. What is the Co-op movement doing
in the Syracuse area?
• 8-9 PM: Discussion . What do we want from
our movement? What do we want
CommonWorks to do?

Activists in regional co-ops, and anyone
interested in building a cooperative, demo-
cratic economy, is welcome to the meeting.

The Art of
Being a Child

March 11 - April 2

ffpira Nam,
ALTERED SPACE
922 Burnet Ave ., Syracuse, NY 13203
(315) 479-8675

Opening Reception- Friday March 11, 5-8 pm
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Aunt Vifcki's Pet Sitting Service
Reasonable Rates
1st Rate Care For Your Pets
References Available
For More Information

Call 488-6269 between 8 am . and 8 p .m.

546 Westcott Street Syracuse ; NY ' 13210
(315) 475-5925

Bought • Sold • Traded
Literature • Science Fiction

Mystery • Non-Fictow' Children's
And More!

xtes Wire

JOHN O'SHEA

Syracuse Cooperative
Federal • Credit • Union

QUR SERVICES INCLUDE:
*LOANS & MORTGAGES
*HOME EQUITY LOANS
• STARE SAVINGS & CHECKING
*ACCOUNTS & CERTIFICATES
•COOPERATIVE DEVELOPMENT
•TRAVELERS CHECKS & MORE

Announcing Our New Location!
723 Westcott Street

A Socially Responsible Financial Services Cooperative

723 Westcott Street * Syracuse *13210 * Accounts: 471-1116 * Loans: 476-5290

Since 1982

ARE YOU WATCHING
YOUR FINANCES WISELY?

For information and consulting on financial issues
such as : insurance (disability & life),

mutual funds (including socially conscious), and
Tax Sheltered Accounts call : 637-5153

SUSAN S. HAMS N
Registered Representative

Securities offered through :Legend Capital Corporation
907 Butternut St., Syracuse, NY 13208 422-5868

x x

	

—

	

light Rending,

• de<,gn ideas . =~ buttons. heals.

custom sewing

	

costumes, etc.

(315) 432-5450'
pick-up and dclivei available
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SUN

	

MON

	

TUES

	

WED

	

THURS

	

FRI

	

SAT

Every Sunday : This Way Out,
Gay & Lesbian radio program on
WRVO FM 90.6 :30 7pm .

1
Community Writer's Project
Open Writing Workshop at
Metropolitan School for the
Arts, 320 Montgomery St .

2 3 4
Every Friday: Lesbian Coming
Out Group. 7pm . Women's Info
Center, 601 Allen St.

Gay Men's Support Group
meeting. Call 422-5732 for into.

5
314-3/5: 6th Annual Fanners
Conference: Marking
Resources for Sustainablliy at
Holiday Inn. Auburn, NY.Fr1.
9:30am-4pm ; Sat . Dam-
1230pm. Spons by Farming
Alternatives Program. Cornell
Univ . Info 607-255 9632. $35
registration.

Dan Duggan and John

630-830pm. $3. Ellen 472-
0400 .

Every Wed : Military &
Draft Counseling at the
Peace Council . Noon-
3pm, Call Marge 472-
5478.

Boyss From Syracuse meets
at Trinity Episcopal Church
Parish House . 7pm .

Syreacus
1st & 3rd Mon:

e Real Food Coop
Coundl meets. 5:30pm.

$
Homegrown Reading at Curtin
Auditoriums Oran- Library, 447

Salina St . 6.30.8 :30pm.
Free . Fiction and poetry . Ellen
472-0400.
Amnesty Mdemadonal Group
i373 mtg .. Mundy Branch
Library, 1204

	

Geddes St.

on cases . 868-7441 .

9

Every Wed: Alliance member-
ship meeting . All welcome. At
ECOH, 2nd ii, cmrs of Westcott
& Euclid. 2pm . 475-4120.

Every Wed : Student Environ-
mental Action Coalition meetings

Moon Library. 5 :30pm .

10 i 1
Rossbach playing at Onondaga
B

John
icentennial

	

Dan

SPC council meeting,
924 Burnet Ave . 6:30pm .

AIDS service provider
9raup.12:15-1 :15pm . Bring
lunch, 627 W Genesee St .

Oran. Historical Museum, 321
Montgomery St, Syracuse . 428-
1864

475-2430.
Ewry Thursday: . Evening
Arabesque" Arabic television w/
news 8 enterIsinment.5 :300m.
Adelphle Cable Channel 7.

America Vigil, Fed. bldg. 730am

e rne An of Being a Child'
reception br children s

art show at Altered Space
gallery, 922 Burnet Ave. 5 -8pm.

8675.

1Brunch at the Syracuse
Peace Council . Potluck at
11 :30am, discussion at

o.

Ery

	

bian & Gay

13 14 15 16 17 18 19
Youth for Environmental Sanity
giving "empowering preserve

NOW CNY Chapter m19 ar
Marine Midland Bank, 360 S

Planning meeting for TAX DAYn 9

	

9
Demonstration. At 340 Midland

'Social Analysis Versus
Gutturalism in Anthropological
Studies of AIDS' lecture by Paul

3518"3/19: Conference: Advo-
cacy for Economic Justice in
Central America. Brings togetherEvery Sunday,

People's 60 Minutes . Lion' at May Memorial, 3800 E. Warren, Syracuse. call 487-3188. Ave. 7pm. Cat 4784571 for
info.

Farmer of Harvard Univ. Al Bird activists from upstate NY & NE

Adelphia Cable Ch. 3,
Genesee St. $3 adult, $2
student

7pm• Library, 1916 Room, SU . 3 :15pm. Penn. to teach & learn about
economic forces operating at

8pm. Produced by 1st a 3rd Thursdays: Gay &
Margaret Randall speaking on
'The Failure of 20th Century

home & in Central Amerke.
Many topics & speakers . At

Syracuse Peace Every Mon : At Home with a Drug Legalization Debate with NAACP general mtg. 7pm . Lesbian Alliance meets at Revolutions to Develop a Downtown United Emsby.
Council . Poet" storytelling . Poetry. myths . Peres J. Christ and John NAACP Office. 1125 S . Salina Trinity Parish Clouse, 523 W Feminist Agenda' At Marshall Church, 121 S. Fitzhugh,

Adelphi cable Co. 7. tt>pm. Duncan . Fed. Attorney. 422 6933. Onondaga . 7:30pm . Aud . Marshall Hall, ESF. Rochester. $20 indudes meals.
Cezenovia College. 7:30pm. 7:30pm. 423-7850. 716.381-5606 to register.

20 21 bb Reconsider Forum on 23 Z4 25 Volunteers needed for GLAS
Every Mon : ACT-UP mtg . 801 Every Wed : Syracuse • • • • • • • • ♦

	

• float in Syracuse St . Patrick's
Annual Meeting of the Syracuse men St . (Women's INFO Community Choir rehearsal. At Every Fri : PNL Committee• Parade . Noon, Into call Harry at
Cooperative Federal Credit ECOH, comers of Wescott & • meets at 924 Burnet Ave. New 478-5225.
Union. Grace Episcopal Church,
819 Madison St . 24pm .

Cents). 730pm. 425-0673:

22
Euclid. New members welcome . members always welcome.

• 472-5478. l pm. 267:15pm Call Karen 428-8724 for
info.

• •••••••••

	

•

Brunch at the Syracuse Support & Self-Education `The Question of Islam In thePeace Council. Potluck at
11 :30am, discussion at

Group for Parents & Friends of
People meets at Plymouth

international comm. lecture by SPC counal meeting,
1 pm . All invited,

,Gay
. urch, 232 E Onondaga St. Marshall

Maarui.Hall. Marshall pm.
.

,
. ESF. 7:3o 924 Burnet Ave. 6:30 P m

7:30pm. 4744838. 423-7850.

27 Z8 Z9 30 31
. .h

	

;r

	

.

Every Sunday : Volunteer 'Indian AIDS and the Will to `~
servers needed for dinner at
Unity Kitchen. 130pm-Call

Genocide' lecture by Lawrence
Cohen from U Cal at Berkeley . Every Tuesday: Gay, Lesbian . Peace Newsletter

Mn at 4754761 . Al Bird Library 1918 Room. SU. Bisexual Student Assoc . social. Mailing Party at SPC
44pm . 830pm-mid . 750 Ostrum Ave.s

group
924 Burnet Ave. 5- : ,{

	

4

derforb and current merntal 7:30pm. Come one,
patients . Spoils. by Alliance. come all! All welcome . `<\{
P mouth Church . 35pm . Peggy
Anne x754120 . 472-5478..

~` 3>4•7\A•~'~,..t::~: ~`~.•~,.
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We have an organizing Chance on SINGLE-PAYER HealthCare .. ..
. . ..IF we get started NOW! (Congressional vote slated for fall, but the insurance companies

want it by June to derail our organizing .) 2/24194

Although there is a Citizen Action committee in Syracuse (and elsewhere) made up of good
people(see below), Citizen Action nationally is supporting the Clinton, feeling that
organizing around Single-Payer is a lost cause. If you agree with me that progressives
should speak for the best healthcare system and use it to further the continual organizing
struggle(polls show overwhelming support for SP concept) ; and if you agree with Sara
Nichols (SP organizer with Nader's Public Citizen CongressWatch) that we won't even get
a Clinton plan unless we organize for Single-Payer, then you will want to become a local
organizer for SINGLE-PAYER (get the insurance giants out of the profit loop ; set a single-
egalitarian tier system with budgetary caps as required across the whole system for
everybody) SP >Senate bill : Wellstone(S491) / House bill : McDermott(HR1200)

The trouble is that you and I need to know more . . .. so come on down to SPC, the info can't
be beat. Come on down, there are two videos, and give yourself a treat! (remember the Cole

Muffler jingle?) Also there is the Organizer's Packet including the SPAN Petitions for the nation-wide drive
ending in Congress on April 22nd . Take home a packet for $3 .00 and try out the petition.
Direct questions to Bill MaUa . .SPC (SyracusePeaceCouncil) 315-472-5478 . . & I'il be back 3128194 Hank
Strunk and we will have an action Saturday in early April .. or organize one before I get back!

For info about Citizen Action committee, call Brent Bleler

	

315-479-5393
Michael Lax

	

315-478-4804
Greg Siwinsky

	

315-472-8736

HULK RATE
US. PasrAGe
PAIDec

924 Burnet Ave.
Syracuse, NY 13203

(315) 472-5478

C
Ple.mt 54.4104e4t. $12/r.

Educate, Agitate, Organize
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