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Collectives, Committees & Projects
New people are always welcome to join any of'these activites . Contact the
SPC office at 472-5478 or the person listed to find out what you can do.

SPC Staff

	

Bookkeeper

	

SPC Press
Bill Mazza

	

Duane Hardy

	

Paul Pearce

The Front Room Bookstore
Joe Carpenter

The Peace Newsletter
The PNL editorial committee needs peoplel . . .Join us Tuesday
evenings at 5 :30 PM at SPC, 924 Burnet Ave.
Editorial Committee : Ed Kinane, Bill Mazza, Lauren Mofforq
Production Committee : Joy Meeker, Marge Rusk, Andy Molloy,
Joan Goldberg
Graphics : Anita Welych

SPC Projects
Syracuse Network for Israeli-

	

SPC-TV
Palestinian Peace

	

Paul Pearce,
Brent Bleier

	

479-5393

	

Frederic Noyes
Plowshares Craftsfair
Margaret Williams

	

422-4201
SPC Council : Marge Rusk, Lynne Woehrle,
Andrianna Natsoulas, Duane Hardy

	

472-5478

Volunteers
Marge Rusk, Duane Hardy, Susan Ashley, Chuck Durand, Phil
Boyle, Pat Hoffman, Carl Mellor, Upasatti, Kathy Barry, Brian
Caufield, Andy Molloy, Fredric Noyes, Paul Wilcox, Lauren
Wing, , Art Lum, Carolyn, Karen Veverka, Lynne Woehrle,

Ray Kramer, Barb Floch, Susan Merel, Liz King, Ron Schuffler

Statement of Purpose
The Syracuse Peace Council (5PC), founded In 1936, is an

antiwar/social Justice organization . It Is community-based, autono-
mous and funded by the contributions of Its supporters.

5PC educates, agitates and organizes for a world where
war, violence and exploitation In any form will no longer exist. It
challenges the existing unjust power relationships among nations,
among people and between ourselves and the environment. As
members, we work to replace Inequality, hierarchy, domination and
powerlessness with mutual respect, personal empowerment, coop-
eration and a sense of community.

Present social Injustices cannot be understood In Isola-
tion from each other nor can they be overcome without recognizing
their economic and militaristic roots. 5PC stresses a strategy that
makes these connections clear . We initiate and support activities
that help build this sense of community and help tear down the walls
of oppression . A fundamental bawls for peace and justice Is an
economic system that places human need above monetary profit.
We establish relationships among people based on cooperation
rather than competition or the threat of destruction.

Our political values and personal lives shape and reflect
each other. In both we are committed to nonviolent means ofconfllct
resolution and to a process of decision-making that responds to the
needs of us all .

're	 &toiLC ‘44e,d	
Alliances, Coalitions & Contacts 1

Alliance-Psychiatric System Peace Brigades International
Survivors Ed Kinane 478-4571
George Ebert

	

475-4120
Alternative Media Network

P.E .A.C .E ., Inc.
Louis Clark 470-3300

472-5478
SPC Brunch Discussions

472-5478

Syracuse Peace Council 924 Burnet Ave . Syracuse, N .Y. 13203 (315) 472-5478

Jim Dessauer

	

425-8806 People for Animal Rights
Alternative Orange
Brian Ganter

	

423-4466
Alternatives to Violence Project
Jay Liestee

	

449-0845
Americans ForDemocratic
Action Jack McTiernan 488-6822
American Friends Service
Committee

	

475-4822
Amnesty International 422-3890
Animal Defense League
Kris Qua

	

471-0460
ARISE

	

472-3171
Atlantic States Legal Foundation

475-1170
Central America/Caribbean
Coalition Shirley Novak 446-6099
Citizens Against Radioactive
Dumping

	

607/753-6271
CNY ACLU
Merilee Witherell

	

471-2821
CNY Environment
Janine DeBaise

	

437-6481
CNY N .O.W. 487-3188
Coalition for Choice 677-9758
Cortland Citzens for Peace
Andy Mager

	

(607) 749-6858
ECOS

	

492-3478
Educators Social Responsibility
Lisa Mundy

	

445-0797
EON, IncJTransgender,
Community
Charliss Dolge

	

475-5611
ECOH Dave Smith 478-8634
Food Bank of CNY

	

458-1554
Friends of the Fillipino People
John & Sally Brule 445-0698
Gay/Lesbian Alliance 422-5732
Gay/Lesbian/Bisexual Student
Assoc. (SU)

	

443-3599
Hotel Employees 150 437-0373
Jail Ministry

	

424-1877
Lesbian/Gay Youth

	

443-3599
NAACP
Van Robinson

	

422-6933
Natural Organic Farmers Assoc.
Ammie Chickering 365-2299
New Environ. Assoc . 446-8009
North American Indian Club

476-7425
NYPIRG

	

476-8381
Onon. Audobon

	

457-7731
Onondaga Women's Political
Caucus
Lora Lee Buchta

	

457-4739
Open Hand Theatre
Geoff Navias

	

476-0466
Oswego Valley Peace & Justice
Council
BarbaraSteinkraus
Pax Christi
Frank Woolever
Peace Action of CNY

_.".)lane Swords

342-1675

488-PURR (7877) or 488-9338
Persons With AIDS Support
Hotline
Sandra
Physicians for Social
Responsibility
Planned Parenthood
Reconsider
Nick or Alex Elye
Religion : Other
Phoenix or Kat
Rose Center
Teri Cameron

	

422-3426
Sarah House

	

475-1747
Save the County

	

637-6066
SEEDS 607/749-2818
Seneca Peace Council 568-2344
Service Employees Intl
Chris Binaxis

	

424-1750
Sierra Club
Sue Carlson

	

445-1663
Small Maims Court Action
Center

	

443-1401
Social Workers for Peace
Dick Mundy

	

445-0797
Socialist Party
Ron Ehrenreich

	

478-0793
Spanish Action League
Sam Velasquez

	

471 .3762
Student African-Amer. Society

443-4633
Student Environmental Action
Coalition

	

423-4670
Melissa Monferti

	

474-5645
Kelly Ault

	

423-7896
Syracuse Com m unity Choir
Karen Mihalyi -

	

428-8724
Syracuse Community Radio
Frederic Noyes .

	

437-9579
Syracuse Cooperative Federal
Credit Union

	

471-1116
SyracuseCultural Workers
Dik Cool

	

474-1132
Syracuse Greens

	

471-1611
Syracuse N .O.W. 472-3294
Syr . Real Food Coop 472-1385
Syracuse Solidarity 423-9736
Syracuse United Neighbors
Rich Puchalski

	

476-7475
S .U . for Animal Rights

443-4199
University Democrats
Syracuse University.

	

443-0958
Urban League
Yvonne Goodwin

	

472-6955
Veterans For Peace
Ray Stewart 422-5023
Women's Center (SU) 443-4268
Women's Health Outreach

425-3653
446-1693 Women's INFO Center 478-4636

(If you do not see your group listed,
478.7442 please call & we will add it to the list.)

474-8801

422-6231

471-5911

488-2140
475-5525



In This Issue:
Once again beginning a new year with the

ole SC This month were focusing in with
more depth on fewer issues . We take two looks
at the new Onondaga county incinerator 	

'where it came from and where it is so we can
help decide where it won't be . Then Nancy R.
checks out the other deadly force behind the
wheel . Have badge will drive. An update on

one woman's fight against the Guatemalan gov-
ernment, an update on a tiny issue we've been
bringing up to'NiMo 'two pieces by the fab-fav
Karen H. and a back page suitable for a small
city

Check it out, that much closer to world
peace—we must be movin' forward, 'cause we
won't go back again . ..

The Peace Newsletter (PNL) is published
monthly by the Syracuse Peace Council . SPC,
founded in 1836, is the oldest community-based
peace and justice organization in the United States:

The PNL strives ki'serve "some basic func-
tionsasthe internal organ of SPC and as a forum for
articles. which discuss issues of concern to the
peace movemet rit The ,opinlouis expressed in the
PNL reflect the diversity of opinions within SPC
itself . While we are not able toprint every possible

. viewpoint ;we do welcome letter and article sub-
• missions as well as suggestions and assistance.

The PNL has very reasonable ad rates ; call
or write for our rates . Movement groups are free to
reprint articles and graphics, but please give cred =

' its. For-profit groups, please inquire..

	

The PNL is available on microfilm from
. University Microfilms, Inc ., 300 N ., Zeeb Rd .,, Ann
Arbor, MI 48105.

Subscriptions are $12 a year in the. U .S .,
$15 in Canada and Mexico and $25 overseas . The.
institutional rate is$15. The PNL is free to prisoners
and low-income people : Your organization, co-op,
etc. can receive 5-25 PNLs each month . Our circu-
lation is 4500. "

' Contributions to SPC beyond PNL sub-
s.cnptiona support our activist ; programs . We al-
ways need your, support. Peace Newsletter/§i4.7'
cuse Peace Council, 924 l urnet Ave, Syracuse,
NY 13203.

PNL Distributors
Liz King, Jo<y, Meeker, Karen Veverka, Pat

Hoffman; Elinor 'Cramer, Durand, Rich
Zalewski, Duane -lardy,—Millie Webb, Michelle

' Johnson

Mailing Party Helpers
Frak Mt. Pleasant, Maxine Gonnella,

Marge Rusk, Jacob Thompson, Geralda Th-
ompson, Leslie Archer, Anita Welych, Dianne
Grafly, Ron Schuffler, Valeria Karchevskaia,
Till Ranalli, 'Marge Rusk, Ara Djamboulian,
Karen Ververka, Joy Meeker

Feburary Issue Deadlines ,
Articles

	

- Jan 11
Ads Jan 18
Calendar Items Jan 18

NeW6(etet
January 1995
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Table of Contents
Letters	 :	 4
SPC Page	 5
There Goes the Neighborhood! by Ellen and Paul Connett	 6-7
Whither the , Big, Bad Burn? by Linda DeStefano	 :	 8-9
The Other Deadly Force by Nancy Rhodes	 10-11

Seeking Everardo by Joan Goldberg	 12-13
Central American/Caribbean Coalition by Paul Weichselbaum 13

Community Update 	 14

Rate-Payers May Pay compiled by Bill Mazza 	 15

IrvAlienable -byKaren Han	 16-17
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About the cover:
Anita Welych created this collage in honor of the opening of the Onondaga Incinerator,

our modern-day junk-rassic dinosaur, the most expensive building in the history of the county
(any of you who have seen Monty Python's "The Meaning of Life" may well remember the
birth segment with the administrator and the hospital's most expensive machine .' Oh, the
irony), and arguably the most dangerous incinerator in the country because of the concentra-
tions of toxics in the fly ash. The fly ash becomes particularly deadly when you scrub the
emissions, don't you know . . .Anyway to need to read to me rambling when you can read the
ramblings: of people who know what they are talking about, so turn to the first two articles in

'

	

PNL and enjoy!

Smile, ;if you don.1 thisnk about it.

. . .it will probably go away!



Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Thank you for your support during our
strike against the Loretto Corporation. Over
70 labor organizations and many individuals
contributed to our strike fund, collected gro-
ceries for strikers, joined us on the picket line,
arwere generous with their support in many
other ways . Our members at Loretto and the
staff of Local 200A deeply appreciate the
support we received.

I believe the victory at Loretto is impor-
tant for union members throughout the Syra-
cuse area. The Loretto management tried to
cut our benefits, freeze our wages and incor-
porate anti-union language in our contract.
That effort was utterly defeated by the tenacity
of our members and a vigorous strike cam-
paign waged by our staff. I 'm particularly
pleased that virtually the entire labormove-
ment in the Syracuse area helped administer
the kind of public beating that the Loretto
management so richly deserved . I hope the
last 15 weeks sent a message: to any employer
who is thinking about a similar attack on other
union members.

The Loretto settlement involves substan-
tial gains over what the Employer put on the

table prior to the walkout . The Employer's
final offer on August 5 included no across-the-
board pay raises for three years . Our settle-
ment included raises of between 1 1/2 and 3%
in each of three years . Besides those raises
about 60% of our Loretto members will re-
ceive anniversary wage increments of between
3 and 4.7% in one or more years of the agree-
ment . We also won substantial protection
against subcontracting, an increase in the
Employer's contribution to our pension fund,
and we retained our fully paid health insur-
ance. Retaining our health insurance benefit is
particularly important because that is a stan-
dard we have established in the nursing home
industry in Syracuse . If the Loretto manage-
ment had succeeded in destroying that stan-

dard, all of our members would have been
vulnerable to the same attack. Besides the
wages and benefits that we secured, we also
succeeded in beating back the Corporation's
attempt to limit the effectiveness of Local
20QA inside Loretto.

Of course, after the strike began, one of
our goals was the reinstatement of all our
striking members . We achieved that goal, but
compromised on the timetable for its imple-
mentation . Within 30 days every union mem-
ber will be returned to a bargaining unit job on
his/her normal shift without any loss of pre-
strike income or seniority . At the end of that 30
day period, any workers who have not been
returned to their exact pre-strike job will be
returned to that original position. Although
this arrangement is not ideal, it represents the
kind of compromise that our members felt
they could live with.

The struggle will continue at Loretto until
the management is prepared to deal responsi-
bly with union members . We return to work
proud of our , victory and appreciative of the
support we received from our friends.

Marshall Blake
President, Local 200A

SYRACUSE PEACE CotiN 1~~S

Front Ror Bookstore
1I rl

	

Central" NY's Peace and Social Justice Bookstore

i1 ...
n I

	

i n t	in n I n —
resources - for Radicals Activists Queers

	

Heretics

	

Visionaries
books, magazines, buttons, posters ; -t-sfiirts

Thanks to Laughing Horse Books & Coffee, Portland, for the great quote
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Thank's for helping to make

the 24 Annual Plowshares Craftsfair
a success!

Onward to Plowshares 25
Thanks to everyone for another success-

ful Plowshares Craftsfair . The Plowshares
Committee are quite easily the coolest and
most wonderful people in the world that are on
a Plowshares Committee . And I mean that
with utter sincerity.

But honestly folks, I can't imagine what
we'd do without them. It's been a tough year
for SPC financially, and Plowshares still makes
up almost 25% of our yearly budget (As it has
been tough for just about everyone I know.
Not that our culture has class division or
anything, but I haven't been close enough to
any CEO's this year to see if it's been tough on
them too. They keep firing workers to protect
their profits, so I guess it has been rough).

Of course, it would also be cool if all of
you out there with subscriptions (you know
who you are) encouraged all of your friends
without subscriptions to get them . . .we are
such a bargain . And those of you without any
high-pressure friends with subscriptions (you
know who you are, too), please subscribe.
Every $12 subscription helps us put out the
next PNL, and allows new folks to pick it up
for free and hopefully be introduced to an
alternative source of news and social politics
(that's a good thing).$1 per month is not a lot
of money for anyone who would like to sup-
port us.
In on the Act

And we aren't alone . Even Niagara Mo-
hawk is getting into the begging business,
according to public radio . It seems their
doomed-to-f ailure-'cause-they-del iberetly-
bought-the-wrong-blade-wind-power project
went ahead and worked anyway. So express-
ing surprise and general earthly concern, NiMo
is asking for $6/month donations from rate-
payers to help them research the viability of
alternative energy sources.

Yes, feel free to be outraged. You don't
remember them looking for donations for re-
searching nuclear power, do you? Of course
they do get nuke donations courtesy of the
taxpayers, so that doesn't count anyway. So

please, call the offices of NiMo and tell them
how hypocritical it is for them to take our
money for nuke profits and then scream pov-
erty and donations when they finally begin to
pursue alternative energy—which is what
we've been asking for all this time.

After seeing all this stuff in our newslet-
ter about NiMo this month, anyone who
doesn't know us would think we didn't like
them. That's silly, it's nuclear power and
people who profit from it that annoy us.

In Peace,
Bill

Enclosed $12 for one Year
n	 $ additional donation,'
E Please contact me

	

'
about getting involved!
C New Subscription

12 izenewal

Thank You!
From the Plowshare's

Food Committee
Thanks from Nick and Beth to all the

volunteers who helped make the good cats
possible at the 1994 Plowshare's Crafts-
fair :

Joaane Bateman, Helen Carter,
Stephanie Cross, Leroy Darby, Lisa Guido,
Amanda Hogan, Sharon Hornet, Rae
Kramer, Daniel Kramer, Daniclla Levy-
Salzman, Jeanne-Anne Mader, Jack
Manno, Jennifer Manwell, Sue Mihalyi,
Rose Miller, Dorothy Money, the partners
at on the Rise Bakery, Carole Resnick,
Dalia Sapon-Shevin, Mara Sapon-Shevin,
Donna Wassung, Batsheva Warner, Lynne
Wochrle, Valerie Woods, and Wendy Yost.

Do Yourself a favor in the New Year,
and Help us out along the way . ..

SUBSCRIBE TO THE RNLI

Please, I want the newsletter sent to my home:
Name : ---
Address:
City :	

Phone (__

—
State Zip	

Mail to

Pe.a C«.nd
924 Burnet Avenue

Syracuse, NY. 13203-3291
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There Goes the Neighborhood!
ALittle Background on Ogden Martin
Ellen and Paul Connett

HT E STRATEGY OF the multi-billion
dollar `waste' industry can be best de-

scribed with two words: territorial and mo-
nopolistic . In fact, if a map of the US was
drawn up to understand who controls the dis-
posal of America's `waste,' only a handful of
companies would be identified in this billion
dollar empire. The most interesting, and least
understood, company in this empire is Ogden
Martin, the builder and operator of the Onon-
daga County incinerator. Ogden entered the
waste business in 1983, and by 1987 was the
leader of the trash incineration industry.

The facts of Ogden's meteoric rise in the
tightly controlled `waste' industry are the fol-
lowing. Ogden Martin Systems, Inc ., is a
subsidiary of Ogden Projects. Ogden Corp.
owns 84 percent of Ogden Projects . Ogden
Martin is the number one operator of munici-
pal trash incinerators in the US, controlling 26
percent of the trash incinerator market . Ogden
Corp. catapulted into trash incineration in
1983 when it acquired the rights to the Martin
mass-bum incinerator technology . According
to Ogden's 1988 annual report to the Securi-
ties & Exchange Commission:

Ogden Martin Systems (OMS) en-
tered into a Cooperation Agreement with
Martin GmbH fur Umwelt-und
Energietechnik ('Martin') in Munich, West
Germany during April 1983, whereby
OMS acquired the rights to the Martin
technology for the mass-burn resource
recovery technology on an exclusive ba-
sis in the United States, Mexico and
certain Caribbean countries. In 1987,
OMS also acquired the rights to market
the Martin technology in Canada. The
Cooperation Agreement is presently in
effect until 2004 and' is terminable by
either party by notice to the other, effec-
tive fifteen years after such notice is
given . In addition, the Cooperation Agree-
ment provides, among other
things, that it may be termi-
nated by Martin on ninety
(90) days notice if there is a
'change in control' of OMS
or any direct or indirect par-

ent of OMS, including Ogden, which has
not been approved in advance by the
incumbent board of the relevant com-
pany . A 'change in control' . :gives OMS
certain rights of first refusal in connection
with any possible disposition of Martin.

The American license for the Martin tech-
nology was originally held by Signal Environ-
mental Systems', which later became
Wheelabrator. WMX (formerly Waste Man-
agement, Inc .) bought out Wheclabrator, and
is the largest waste corporation in the US, and
second to Ogden Martin in operating trash
incinerators . In 1983 the
Federal Trade Commis-
sion forced Signal to sell
one of the two incinerator
technology licenses it had.
Signal decided to sell the
Martin technology to
Ogden Corp . and keep the
license for the Swiss technology, Von Roll,
which is now held by WMX.

According to Ogden Corp .'s 1988 annual
report to the Securities and Exchange Com-
mission, Ogden Corp . is involved in a variety
of service-related enterprises, ranging from
food catering operations to providing security,
parking, maintenance and janitorial services
at Madison Square garden, Yankee Stadium,
Belmont, Aqueduct and Saratoga racetracks
in New York, to name a few . In 1986 Ogden
Corp. sold its Suffolk Downs racetrack in
Revere, Massachusetts, to a partnership for
$21 million . In 1987 Ogden sold its Waterford
Park racetrack in Chester, West Virginia, for
about $3 million; and in 1988 Ogden sold its
Wheeling Downs Racing Association Grey-
hound track for $16 million. Through a subsid-
iary of their `Leisure Services' Ogden also
owns and operates a thoroughbred and har-
ness racetrack in Illinois . In 1988 Ogden's
Leisure Services began operating an off-track
betting parlor in Springfield, Illinois.

Ogden Martin's current status as the larg-
est trash incinerator operator is largely due to
the fact that it has bought out two large incin-
erator operations . They bought out the incin-

erator divisions of both Blount in 1990 and the
European firm of Asea Brown Boveri (ABE)
in 1992. (ABB, a global conglomerate, en-
tered the US trash incinerator market in 1990
when it bought out Combustion Engineering.
Both Blount and Combustion Engineering
were major builders of nuclear power plants.
When the nuclear power market went bust
after the Three-Mile Island accident, the nuclear
plant builders went on to build trash incinera-
tors .)

The following is brief overview of some
of Ogden Martin's projects and connections in
the US :

• Shearson
Lehman Broth-
ers, Inc., was the
bond underwriter
for Ogden's in-
cinerator in Onon-
daga County , NY.
According to

Ogden's 1986 annual report the Securities and
Exchange Commission, Marla P . Monet is the
president and chief operating officer of Ogden's
Financial Services . Prior to working for Ogden,
Ms . Monet, an attorney, was vice president in
Project Finance at Shearson Lehman.
• Ogden operates a 650 ton-per-day (tpd) in-
cinerator in Bristol, Connecticut . This incin-
erator began operating in 1988, and provided
the most insightful information as to Ogden's
mode of operation. Ogden Martin's president
and ceo confirmed in an interview with the
Bristol Press on April 23, 1987, that Ogden
agreed to pay a Connecticut entrepreneur, Phil
Annetta, "almost $3 million for his role in
linking up Ogden Martin Systems, Inc ., of
New Jersey with Bristol-area
communities . . . Annetta has acknowledged re-
ceiving a $400,000 developer's fee and
$200,000 for the reimbursement of expenses.

1 . Signal has a special relationship with
New York. In November 1982, Alfred Del Bello
was elected as Mario Cuomo's lieutenant
governor. In December 1984, Del Bello
resigned his position as lieutenant governor
to become the president and chief execu-

tive office of Signal Environmental
Systems. Signal was the first owner and
operator of the Westchester County
incinerator, located in Peekskill, which
went on-line in 1984. Del Bello was a
former county executive of Westchester
and former mayor of Yonkers.

Ogden Martin was cited by '
the US EPA for 6,000 permit
violations at its. . . incinerator
in Indianapolis. ..

6 Peace Newsletter 1/95



He will also be paid another $100,000 each
year for the 25 years after the plant is in
operation . . .Armetta said he helped convince
Bristol to be the host site for such a plant,
helped market the project to the other commu-
nities and he brought the vendor in ." In this
same article, Ogden's president identified to
other incinerator communities where Ogden
Martin made similar arrangements : Tulsa,
Oklahoma and Marion County, Oregon.
• Ogden Martin was cited by the US EPA for
6,000 permit violations at its 2,363 tpd incin-
erator in Indianapolis, Indiana, which began
operating in 1988 . The violations, which oc-
curred between 1990 and 1991, included by-
passing the pollution controls 18 to 20 times.
The state fined Ogden Martin $350,000 in
January 1993.
• Ogden Martin owns and operates the 528 tpd
incinerator in Lake County, Florida . Accord-
ing to a March 16, 1993, Florida press report,
"The incinerator burned 16 .5 percent of the
medical waste generated in Florida in
1992. . .Ogden Martin Systems of Lake, ac-
cepts tons of other unidentified `special
wastes' . . .An attorney for the state on Wednes-
day told a reporter he could be charged with a
telony if he published some of the companies
generating the waste or brand names of prod-
ucts being burned. On July 8, 1992, the press
reported that Ogden Martin was burning plants
sprayed with the fungicide Benlatc, which
DuPont pulled of the market "after workers in
nurseries in South Florida complained about
health problems (tumors on the skin, dizzi-
ness, burning eyes) after working with the
plants sprayed with the fungicide . . ." The ar-
ticle noted that DuPont had notified the state
that landfill burying was the best way to dis-
pose of the contaminated plants.
• The doctors and citizens of Orillia, Ontario,
Canada, worked hard to defeat a 3,000 tpd
incinerator Ogden Martin wanted to build in
their town. 52 out of the 54 doctors in Orillia
endorsed a report rejecting Ogden's incinera-
tor . Ogden responded by threatening the doc-
tors with a lawsuit if they did not withdraw
their endorsement. Ogden's treats resulted in
another Orillia doctor signing on against the
incinerator, making it 53 out of Orillia's 54
doctors against the incinerator . Ogden's ac-
tions prompted the Ontario Medical
Association to pass a resolution in
support of the physicians of Orillia.
• Most of Ogden Martin incinerator
proposals have been defeated by citi-
zen groups. The latest citizens' vic-

tory took place on July 15, 1994, when Nova
Scotia's Environmental Minister rejected
Ogden Martin's 500 tpd incinerator for Halifax.
The citizens fought a three-year intensive battle
to defeat this proposal.
• On July 14, 1992, Rhode Island enacted into
law a ban on the building of trash incinerators.
Ogden would have been the operator of two of
the state's three proposed incinerator projects.
In November 1992, Ogden Martin began liti-
gation against the state of Rhode Island for up
to $100 million, arguing that the ban on incin-
eration was an unconstitutional taking of prop-
erty from Ogden.
• On September 11, 1992, Ontario, Canada,'
enacted into law a ban on the building or
expansion of trash incinerators . In response,
Ogden Martin is providing "technical assis-
tance" in a lawsuit against the province of
Ontario to overturn this law . Ontario is
Canada's largest province, with a population
of approximately 10 million . In April 1991,
Ontario's Minister of the Environment first
enacted a ban on the
building of trash in- _
cinerators, stating

	

. . .the violations . . .included
that "The'people of

	

by-passing the pollution
Ontario need solu-

	

controls 18 to 20 times
lions, not illusions ."
Ogden has been
busy in Ontario for the last three years in
anticipation that the current Ontario govern-
ment will be voted out of office by 1995, and
that the next government will reverse the ban.
Ogden wants to burn Toronto's `waste .' Their
tactics have included organizing communities
threatened with landfills to accept incinera-
tion.
• Of particular concern to the residents of
Onondaga County should be the fact that
Ogden Martin has succeeded in convincing
incinerator communities across the country to
allow them to burn "special wastes." There is
little profit in burning garbage unless the `host'
community is trapped by a `put-or-pay' con-
tract. However, the profit margin substantially
increases if a trash incinerator contracts to
burn what Ogden refers to as "supplemental
wastes ." An example is a proposal Ogden
made to Fairfax, Virginia, in 1993. Ogden
proposed burning such wastes at the incinera-

Waste Campaign cont'd
on next page

tor, stating that they
could charge between
$200 and $250 a ton
for these wastes,
while sharing a per-
cent of these revenues
with the county.
Ogden stated that these wastes would include:
packaging wastes (paper, cardboard,
Styrofoam, confidential wastes) ; commodity
wastes (expired food products, health prod -
ucts, retail products, cold remedies, shampoos
and conditioners, sun tan products, cosmetics,
animal feed, microfiche, computer tapes, tires);
pharmaceutical wastes (expired prescription/
non prescription, bulk or consumer packages);
manufacturing wastes (plastic and cardboard
trimmings, carpet scraps) ; shop debris (vari-
ous absorbents of `non-hazardous material,
paints/inks, flooring material) . Ogden accepts
such wastes at their Alexandria, Virginia, in -
cinerator.
• This year at its Pasco County, Florida, incin-

erator Ogden Martin
burned a substantial
amount of plastic 55-gal-
lon drums that had con-
tained agricultural pesti-
cides . Of interest here is
that this plastic ' waste

Alberta, Canada, and was
`brokered' to Ogden Martin by a Texas waste
firm! When similar waste was burned this year
at a Wheelabrator incinerator in Spokane,
Washington, the incinerator workers became
ill.
• In July 1990, after an intensive 5,1/2 year
fight, resident in St . Lawrence County, New
York, were able to defeat a trash incinerator
proposal. Paul O'Connor was the head of the
county's waste authority, and by November
1990, O'Connor left the county to become the
head of Onondaga's waste agency . In Decem-
ber 1990, Ogden Martin proposed to build a
700 ton-per-day ash dump in DeKalb, St.
Lawrence County, on property owned by a St.
Lawrence County legislator . Two months later,
Ogden withdrew the proposal due to over-
whelming opposition from the residents of the
little town of DeKalb.
•

	

The residents of Haverhill, Massachusetts,
did everything democratically avail-
able to them to stop Ogden Martin

came from
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Whither the Big, Bad Burn?
Onondaga County Faces the Opening of a Trash Incinerator
Linda DeStefano

0 N A CHILLY DAY in November, the
"specter of death" and other protesters

stood outside the Onondaga County "resource
recovery facility," (that is, the trash incinera-
tor and waster of resources) while officials
gathered inside to congratulate themselves on
the ceremonial first burn . For protesters, this
was a sad day in our struggle of many years to
convince Onondaga County government to
maximize reduction, re-use, recycling and
composting —"the three R's plus C"— in-
stead of building the 990 ton per day incinera-
tor . Whether or not one builds an incinerator,
a landfill is needed for residue. But the burner
compounds landfill problems by creating toxic
ash.

What's wrong with incineration?
• First : Incineration wastes our dwindling natu-
ral resources, such as forests, when paper and
other recyclables are burned. To date, the
Onondaga County Resource Recovery Agency
(OCRRA) has refused to accept junk mail or
chipboard (example : cereal boxes) in the
curbside recycling program (blue bins) . Al-
though the incinerator will produce electric-
ity, there is a glut of electricity in the North-
east. More energy could be saved by recycling
these items than burning them.

Waste Campaign cont'd
from last page
from building an incinerator in their commu-
nity. In November 1987 Haverhill residents
elected an anti-incinerator mayor by a 2-1
margin and voted in a non-binding referen-
dum against the incinerator by an even greater
margin. Unfortunately, the citizens were not
able to stop Ogden.
• Residents of Fort Myers, Florida, fought
hard to defeat Ogden's plans to build an incin-
erator . In November 1990, they elected a ma-
jority of county commissioners who cam-
paigned against the incinerator . The citizens
thought they won! After the election, Ogden
Martin initiated a grass-roots campaign to sell
theirmessage . They took out full-page ads and

• Second: The burner will belch forth such
nasties as heavy metals, PCB's, hydrochloric
acid and dioxins . Dioxins are implicated in a
variety of health problems, including danger-
ous hormonal changes inhumans and wildlife.
Experts from Europe were gracious enough to
stop in Onondaga County after attending an
international conference in the US on dioxins.
They held a press conference outside our in-
cinerator (they were not allowed to tour the
inside) and told about the serious health prob-
lems in Europe caused by incinerators, includ-
ing one or more built by the Ogden Martin
company, builder of the Onondaga County
burner.

lic works project in the
history of the county.
Recycling is less capital-intensive and would
create more jobs, sorely needed in our county.
Yet one of the reasons OCRRA gives for not
picking up junk mail and chipboard curbside
is that it would be too expensive to pay more
workers to separate the additional recyclables
at the Materials Recycling Facility . OCRRA
is the same agency that doesn't think it's too
expensive to operate the incinerator.

Reports of Annoying Sounds &
Foul Odors

initiated a telephone campaign to tell people
about the county's impending landfill crisis,
and how, if the incinerator wasn't built, eco-
nomic catastrophe would befall the county
taxpayers . In January 1991 Ogden Martin
threatened lawsuits for a breach of contract
when the county commissioners were ready to
dump the incinerator . By the middle of Janu-
ary 1991, the county commissioners changed
their mind and voted 4-1 for downsized 1,200
ton-per-day incinerator.

Ellen and Paul are the editors of
Waste Not, the weekly publication of Work
on Waste USA, available 48 times a year to
groups and non-profits at $50; Students &
Seniors at$35; Individuals at $40;at 82
Judson Street, Carlton, New York 13617,
(315)379-92010, FAX (3 15) 379-0448 .

Onondaga County legislator Vicki Baker
has received several complaints already about
the incinerator. Obtrusive noises have an-
noyed some people . Some speculate that the
constant drone at night has driven some wild-
life into neighborhoods where they are not
usually sighted. Nearby neighborhoods have
been saturated with the smell of garbage. A
woman on Nottingham Road described a me-
tallic taste in her mouth and an odor like
burning electrical wire . A man wrote to the
Syracuse Post-Standar, about an "acrid, chlo-
rine-like presence in the air" while jogging at
Skytop off E. Colvin Street . He retreated to his

car, "lungs and nos-
trils burning," with
the realization that
the problem was
coming from the in-
cinerator.

These reports
have led Baker to ask
county government

officials whether they have an emergency
evacuation plan if something goes terribly
wrong at the burner, such as hazardous waste
getting into the trash undetected and causing
toxic fumes if it is burned. Neighbors of the
incinerator include a trailer park and two high-
rise facilities for the elderly . How would these
people be safely and quickly evacuated?

Supreme Court and Ash and Flow
Control

Two recent decisions of the US Supreme
Court could make it difficult or impossible for
OCRRA to continue the burning . One has to
do with the ash, one of the by-products of
incineration. A dilemma with burning is that
the more effective you make pollution control
devices in reducing toxins into the air, the
more toxins you trap in the ash . What to do
with the toxic ash? The NYS Department of
Environmental Conservation had a clever se-
mantic ploy—call the ash "special" instead of
toxic and then the owner of the incinerator
doesn't have to pay the very high cost of
disposing of hazardous! waste . This fiction
was disturbed when the Supreme Court ruled
that incinerator ash which tests as hazardous

• Third : Ogden Mar-
tin and the investors A woman on Nottingham Road
may be happy, but we described ,a metallic taste in
taxpayers are ulti-. her mouth and an odor like
mately paying for the burning electrical wiremost expensive pub-
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must be handled as hazardous . But not to
worry . A local engineering company has a
scheme to make money out of the ash . It
proposes to mix the ash ,into huge concrete
blocks and store them in the Jamesville Quarry!
As a concession to the outrage of environmen-
talists, they now concede that they might put
a liner under the blocks. But will a liner be
sufficient to indefinitely contain hazardous
material within the deteriorating blocks? It's
likely that the material will migrate into the
many fissures of the quarry and then into
groundwater and Butternut Creek . This area is
on a rail line, leading to speculation that—if
this scheme is approved—Onondaga may re-
ceive ash from other areas.

The other Supreme Court decision with
profound ramifications for Onondaga County
has to do flow control . The Court struck down
flow control laws which require trash haulers
to bring their trash to certain facilities even if
the fees to dispose at such facilities are higher
than elsewhere. This ability to control the flow
of trash is important to pay for expensive
facilities such as incinerators . These problems
would result in the permanent closure of the
incinerator, but the more likely scenario is that
OCRRA will import trash from outside the
county if they don't have enough to keep the
burner going at 'top capacity . They will also
probably not expand the recycling program to
any significant degree . Thus, in spite of the
good work of those at OCRRA who promote
recycling, the program will never reach its full
potential because of the contradiction of work-
ing for an agency which also promotes large-
scale incinerator. So perhaps Onondaga County
will become a trash and ash mecca for other
areas, a place to export their residue instead of
handling it responsibly . What a selling point
on a Chamber of Commerce brochure!

recycling and composting program going ear-
lier in this county than in many others . Also,
the incinerator was downsized from earlier
projections . We successfully argued for a
health monitoring program. The county health
department has permanent and mobile units to
monitor the air for pollutants . Tests are also
done on soil, cow's milk and fish . We have
also contributed to public awareness, educa-
tion and action.

Some Next Steps
Here are some suggestions for action.

Perhaps you have additional ideas.
1.Write to Governor George Pataki at Execu-
tive Chamber, State Office Bldg ., Albany
12224 and your own state senator and
assemblyperson at NYS Senate, Albany 12247
or NYS Assembly, Albany 12248 or phone
their local offices . Say you want them to do
more to encourage reduction, re-use, recy-
cling and composting and discourage incin-
eration . For example, they could pass a pack-
aging bill which would cut waste and require
recycled content.
2. Maximize reduction, re-use, recycling and
composting in your own life . Since many
recyclables are not collected in our blue bins,
we can expand the resources we save by
bringing additional recyclables to OCRRA's
recycling center on Rock Cut Road (Bonus:
we get to see the incinerator across the road!).
They take junk mail (including non-metallic
holiday wrapping paper) and batteries . We
can also take various items, including chip-
board (cereal boxes, shoe boxes, etc .), books,
appliances, and metal to the Laidlaw recycling
center at 4545 Morgan Place near Morgan

Road, Liverpool . Phone 457- 1
0003 . We can nourish our lawn by
leaving clippings on it and shred-
ding leaves. We can compost ad-
ditional yard waste and food
waste . Or we can bring yard waste to the
composting facilitiesrun by OCRRA—onc
on Airport Rd, at Amboy in Camillus and one
on Route 91 in Jamesville . For more info or for
leaflets on composing and waste reduction
phone OCRRA at 453-2870. OCRRA also
has a basic leaflet on recycling, which is
available in English, Spanish and Vietnam-
ese.
3.Write to County Executive Nicholas Pirro at
the Civic Center, 421 Montgomery St ., Syra-
cuse 13202 and to you county legislator at 407
Court House, Syracuse 13202. If you don't
know who your legislator is, phone the Board
of Elections, 435-3312. Make these points:

A. You want health monitoring to con-
tinue throughout the life of the incinerator.
(Some legislators have talked about cutting
back on this).

B. You want more items to be picked up
in your blue bin, such as junk mail and chip-
board .

C. Besides the items which are already
supposed to be excluded from the incinerator,
OCRRA should exclude plastics, a large source
of dioxins. Example : PVC (polyvinylchloride),
when burned, is the largest single source of
chlorine and dioxins from municipal solid
waste . (NY Coalition for Alternatives to Pes-
ticides News, Fall 1994)

U. Ask what the emergency plan for
evacuation of elderly and ill people from the
vicinity is.

E. You want no trash or ash imported to
our county.

Linda is active in the local group ww
of the Sierra Club, an international environ-
mental protection organization. If you have
questions or want to help, contact Linda at
488-2140 between 9 AM and 10:45 PM . If you
want information about the Sierra Club,
write to the Iroquois Group of the S.C., PO
Box 1263, Syracuse 13201.

Build on Successes
Seeing and smelling the incinerator start

up is deeply discouraging, but environmental
and neighborhood activists can try to build on
the accomplishments of our campaign. What
are these? We pressured the local and state
governments to maximize the 3 R's plus C and
thus were an important factor in getting a
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The Other Deadly Force
High Speed Pursuits

0 NE RAINY EVENING last March 21,
24-year old Randall Pacelli was wait-

ing for a red light in the heart of Erie Blvd.
East's busy commercial strip at Seeley Road
corner . He died when Corey Isaac ' s car
slammed into his . By then, Syracuse Police
had been chasing Isaac for some five miles at
high speeds, because he'd run a stop sign back
at the corner of Catherine St . near downtown
Syracuse . Convicted of vehicular manslaugh-
ter and leaving the scene of an accident, Isaac
was sentenced to maximum terms totalling 11
years on December 2.

Having lost his only son, Steve Pacelli
wanted Mayor Roy Bernardi and Police Chief
Tim Foody to review the SPD pursuit policy
because it still allows police to chase people
for traffic violations . Steve Pacelli still wants
to know why Syracuse police didn't follow
their own policy that night. In balancing the
worth of any chase, even of a known violent
felon, Syracuse police are supposed to con-
sider things like the weather, road surface
conditions, traffic and pedestrian density, time
of day, vehicle and driver capability.

Police had identified Corey Isaac, so they
could've arrested him "at a later time," as the
written policy in fact provides for. Five police
cars joined in, though policy says only two,
and explicitly forbids such "caravaning ." The
Post-Standard asked on July 20, "Why did no
supervisor take control until the chase was
nearly over?" Policy says the radio dis-
patcher will be notified "immedi-
ately" to assign a supervisor to
take charge . Police pursuits in
Onondaga County had net-
ted six deaths since 1990.
For 1994 alone, there
had been six pursuit
deaths in the Cen-
tral New York
region by
July 20 .

Steve Pacelli knows running a stop sign is not
even an "arrestabie" offense. 85-90% of "hot
pursuits" start over non-arrestable traffic vio-
lations . The Connecticut Safety Commission
estimates 23% of pursuit crashes involve in-
nocent by-slanders.

On April 29, Mayor Bernardi wrote hack
to Steve Pacelli, "As I understand it, the
Department's policy is based upon guidelines
for pursuit driving developed by experts in the
law enforcement field . . . . I am not an expert in
law enforcement. I believe that this matter
must he left to those with specialized or prac-
tical knowledge in this field ."

Let's consider several things:
* First, Mayor Bernardi and Chief Foody
argue, if police stopped pursuing, everybody
would run red lights, so no policy review.
* Second, in a lengthy comment printed re-
cently in both Syracuse dailies, and which
might he said to typify a certain stance, Onon-
daga Sheriff's Det . Sgt . Peter Van Patten writes,
"having a blanket policy that dictates an of-
ficer cannot pursue a fleeing vehicle is ridicu-
lous and makes a mockery of law enforce-
ment, " and that police had to chase Corey
Isaac since they "had no idea what he had

done ."
* Third, in October Chief Foody
met with the Task Force on Com-
munity & Police Relations and
addressed concerns about the pur-
suit policy. (Steve Pacelli and
Peter Laun of the US Attorney's
Office had met with the Task Force
in September to discuss changes
sought in SPD policy : eliminating
pursuits for traffic violations, stiff-
ening penalties for "eluders," and
"rebuttable presumption"—the as-
sumption that the driver is the car's
owner and so can be identified at the
very least by "running" the license
plate number) .

Chief Foody told Task Force members
that arresting traffic violators "later" won't
work . "A lot of those cars are stolen so we
wouldn't be able to trace them the next day ."
Foody agreed the Task Force could get a copy
of the pursuit policy and when it arrived via
Task Force Chair and Councilor Charles
Anderson (Common Council's Public Safety
Committee Chair again), about half of it had
been blacked out, including the part about
arrest at a later date as an (official) alternative
to pursuit.

I 've obtained a clean copy, and these
mark-outs make for truly intriguing side-by-
side reading . Certain speculations cannot fail
to cross one's mind . What are the real pur-
poses and uses of the SPD's official, written
policy? To meet state accreditation guidelines
(the City of Troy updated its policy, effective
last July 1, for just that purpose) with visiting
outside assessors? To satisfy juries when there
are liability questions? Or to actually guide
police training and practice as it occurs on our
streets? Where is accountability to, respect
for, and "partnership" with the community
when the Chief of Police pretends to a citizen
task force and an elected official that the
policy is other than it really is? Is there some
other, "understood" policy SPD is using in the
real world?

Other questions : What do the experts
actually say about hot pursuits? What are
some folks doing about them? How serious
are liability and deadly force issues with re-
gard to police vehicles? What has made this
"other" deadly force issue less "sexy" and
more slow to reform than gun use? Why do
experts say patrol officers need training that
includes "attitude development" and decision-
making and not just technical driving skills?
What connection does this have with other
police misconduct?
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"There is no hiding behind the word 'ex-
pert,'" says Steve Pacelli . Police kill more
people with their cars every year than with
guns . They routinely get refresher courses in
firearms and deadly force twice yearly, yet
mostly none in pursuit driving (not the same as
emergency vehicle driving, though at least
one study shows many officers believe they
are interchangeable). More from the experts:
70% of pursuits end in crashes, half in injuries.
Mostly those who flee aren't felons (only 10-
15%), but young people between 17-25 who
panic . Often the officers chasing them are
young and inexperienced too. Only 3-8% of
pursued cars are stolen after all ..

What Experts Say
A comparison of written pursuit policies

of 47 state police agencies plus the 25 largest
US cities in Justice Quarterly, June 1992,
finds most policies by then included the sort of
"factors to be considered" that Syracuse citi-
zens aren't supposed to know about . In the last
several years, articles in Justice Quarterly,
American Journal of Police, Law and Order,
and State Peace Officers Journal have all
urged tightening pursuit policies and enforce-
ment as well as including discussion of offic-
ers' own attitudes about pursuits in training.

The generally accepted typology of pur-
suit policies comes from Geoffrey Alpert of
South Carolina, who's written or co-authored
two books and numerous articles on pursuit.
He divides policy approaches into three kinds:
"judgmental" (officers make most of the deci-
sions and have maximum discretion and flex-
ibility), "restrictive" (the criteria for pursuing
and the officer's discretion begin to be lim-
ited), and "discouraging" (severely discour-
aging any pursuit except in extreme situa-
tions).

In their 1992 book,Alpert and Lori Fridell
write, "It is inappropriate to hope that an
offender will stop voluntarily, get into an
accident, or run out of gas. There must be some
plan . . . .Too many officers and administrators
are unable to answer the question, `What were
you going to do with the offender when - you
caughtup to him?' With no plan, the chase will
likely take on characteristics of a drag race."

Alpert,and Fridell say the most signifi-
cant single predictor of a chase's end is the
fleeing driver's behavior, both in recklessness
and duration. Almost everyone who stops
voluntarily responds to lights and siren in one
minute or less . All hot pursuits are dangerous

because everybody's adrenal in is flowing . One
1989 chase in Jacksonville, Florida, went on
and off Interstate 95 and through the city
center, ending after three tires were shot out.
Startled after leaping out of his patrol car, one
officer went on to shoot at the fourth tire, miss,
and kill a passenger in the back seat.

The model policy endorsed by the Inter-
national Association of Chiefs of Police (IACP)
is "restrictive." In preparing the 1990 IACP/
National Law Enforcement Policy Center po-
sition paper on this, Hugh Nugent uses Alpert's
typology, noting that a "restrictive" policy
really tries to balance the conflicting interests
of public safety and the need to catch law-
breakers. IACP focuses on distinguishing be-
tween those kinds of situations where police
pursue and those where they opt for an alterna-
tive, ironically making it quite similar in many
actual procedures to the written policy of
SPD, dated 1991 . Nugent writes, "in most
cases," if apprehension isn't rapid, the "most
intelligent action for the officer is to discon-
tinue the pursuit . " The essence of IACP ' s
"middle road" approach lies in refraining from
pursuit for of-
fenses

	

which
wouldn't normally
lead to arrest, ac-
knowledging in =-,
depth and some
detail the deadly	
force issues in
volved . Most traf	 __ _---

fic violations,
then, wouldn't fill
the bill . Nugent
concludes hot pur-
suits are so dan-
gerous "there is not sufficient justification to
support the risk . . . in instances involving
nonjailable offenses," adding that he
"recognize[s] that many law enforcement of-
ficers may find this difficult to accept ."

Besides a "discouraging" policy for SPD,
Steve Pacelli wants stricter state guidelines
for police accreditation . The AAA Foundation
for Traffic Safety also recommends discour-
agement policies and pursuit driving training
that includes "attitude development" and de-
cision-making. Steve Pacelli is now in com-
pany that has some precedent for success . He
was recently named the Central and Western
N.Y. Coordinator for STOPP, the acronym for
Solutions to Tragedies of Police Pursuits.

Pursuit Activism
The same month Randy Pacelli

died, STOPP was founded by: Gerald
LaCrosse of New Jersey whose daughter
Desere' was killed by pursuit for a broken
headlight (the fourth chase fatality in that area
in 6 months), Lynne Dunne of NJ, a 26-year
old attorney who lost her mother to a police
pursuit, and Robert Ewing of Jackson, Wyo-
ming, another survivor• whose sister, Letty
Landry, is STOPP's Executive Director.

Although STOPP and Steve Pacelli both
understand why people flee police, their mis -
sion to halt mayhem should not be confused
with excusing flight . Since losing Desere ' ,
Gerry LaCrosse had gotten a state task force to
draft and get passed a law greatly restricting
pursuits and stiffening the penalties for run-
ning to loss of license, fine up to $7,500 and
confiscation of the vehicle. New Jersey has
the nation's first "rebuttable presumption"
law. Bear in mind this passed in New Jersey
(as in Newark), where young people stealing
cars are nationally notorious.

STOPP's advisory board boasts people
from nine states including premier pursuit

expert Geoffrey

Alpert, a
former president of

IACP, the Deputy Director of Law
Enforcement & Technical Services for the

state of Utah, two attorneys, two university
criminologists, and Senator Byron Dorgon
(North Dakota) Dorgon introduced national
pursuit legislation last August and said in the
Congressional Record, "Adrive across coun-
try should not be pot luck regarding one's
chances of being maimed or killed by a police
pursuit ." North Dakota ranks 48th among
deaths from police pursuits, with 9 between
1980-93, according to the National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA), while
New York State ranks 5th, with 161 in the
same period.

Lynne Dunne saw Pennsylvania pass a
rebuttable presumption law in December.

rebuttable cont'd on page 18

1/95 Peace Newsletter 11



Seeking Everardo
A Letter from Jennifer Harbury
Compiled by Joan Goldberg

JENNIFER HARBURY, a US lawyer,
spent 1985-6 in Guatemala documenting

human rights abuse testimony . Returning in
1990 she met and subsequently married Efrain
Bamaca Velasquez, a URNG resistance com-
mander known as Everardo . He "disappeared"
in 1992 and, ever since, Jennifer has been
persistently seeking information about him
from the Guatemalan army/government and
has instituted legal proceedings . The investi-
gation is headed by the Guatemalan Human
Rights Procurator's Office.

On November 21 in Wash-
ington D .C. she met with high
ranking US government officials.
She recently ended a much publi-
cized hunger strike in Guatemala
and was featured on "60 Min-
utes ." Her hook, Bridge of Cour-
age : Life Stories of the Guatema-
lan Companeros and Companeras
(1994) is essential reading for
anyone concerned with the
struggle for human rights in Gua-
temala.

Here are excerpts from a re-
cent letter. ..

December 5, 1984 Guate-
mala City

It's been just a week since I returned to
Guatemala, but it might as well have been a
year . Things are predictably white hot . As I
arrived, the officials were declaring that I
would not be allowed into the country . They
did in fact let me enter, but only for 15 days,
and only after I signed a statement that I was
entering for the purposes of assisting the in-
vestigation and court proceedings in this case . ..

Meanwhile the Procurador of Human
Rights has openly expressed his unhappiness
about being assigned to the investigation . He
feels, perhaps rightfully, that in this and other
cases, the attorney general and prosecutor are
ducking their responsibility to go after the
army by getting him assigned the investiga-
tion instead. He doesn't want it and is scared

to death, and is pretty open about doing some
minimal stuff then handing it hack to me, at
which point I will be very much on my own.
This is so predictable here . . .the system just
doesn't work and the army is completely un-
touchable.

The Procurador's office did do one very
interesting thing however . They carried out
simultaneous surprise searches of a number of
local prisons, bases and police stations here.
In some they had to wait 20 minutes or so
before being allowed access, and in some, the
officers were clearly nervous. Not surpris-
ingly, they did not find Everardo . But accord-
ing to a press article, a prisoner-soldier said he
had seen him. I am trying to find out if this is
true . . . .

The President has made
some pretty strong statements . In so
many words, Everardo is dead, dead
and dead and I should get lost . He
knew what he was getting into, and
he got what he should have ex-
pected . My question is, does Presi-
dent Ramiro de Leon Carpio have
any evidence that Everardo is dead
or is he just talking? Given that even
the Embassy Demarche states that
Everardo was captured alive by the
army, it is clear that if
he is dead, he was
murdered outside of
combat. . ..

. . .It's so
painful to hear these
declarations made so
strongly. They've

been screaming since day one
that he is dead . . .and it turned out
they were lying and really had
him in a secret prison under tor-
ture . They haven't produced one
whit of evidence that he is dead,
let alone a body that even
vaguely resembles him. . ..

Meanwhile, the newest
phase of the "strap you to a
medical table and force you to
eat—deport you—bar you from
returning—accuse you of sub-
versive activities—drag you to
a few useless exhumations—harass his fam-
ily—and put you on a death list" syndrome is
to launch an absolute defamation campaign by

buying out and ter-
rorizing the local
press . My friendly
journalists tell me
they have been told
they can't cover me
any more. While I
was away, some in-
credible stuff was
written by people
who have never even
met me, let alone in-
terviewed me. The
most common is that my marriage is obvi-
ously a fake, even though I have a court decree
from Texas declaring our marriage valid, By
both international and Guatemalan law a mar-
riage is automatically valid if valid where it
took place . . .According to the editorials, there
is no possible way a Harvard educated white
woman could possible be married to an illiter-
ate Indian beast . I am obviously carrying out a
hoax . These editorials read like Klan articles
in Alabama in the thirties . If the charge is
miscegenation, I'm not only guilty but defiant.
Everardo 's the brightest, kindest and most
ethical man I ever met . He ' s worth everything
that's happened and then some . . ..

Meanwhile my Guatemalan friends keep
me alive and well . Although
many are frightened by the
incredible display of rage, I
am still receiving much love
and support everywhere I
go . Flowers still come in
regularly, everyone tells me
I am speaking for all of
them . . . .It's the best country
there is . . .I love them . I just
don't love their army.
Please keep up the calls

and letters . I think it's more
important than ever . Some-
thing is going to give one
way or the other very soon.
Abrazos,
Jennifer

Letters and Phone
Calls Must Continue
For the resolution of this

Cont'd on next page
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Central America/ Caribbean Update
Paul Weichselbaum

VNRED r*ms
CENTRAL AMERICA

AND THE CARIBBEAN

Our various groups made the following
reports and announcements:
• Witness for Peace : Planning continues for
the Jan. 18 annual meeting of Witness for
Peke, highlighted by a discussion of the local
chapter's relationship with national WFP . The
next CNY/WFP monthly meeting will be on
Jan 11, 7 :30 (after the 6 PM CACC potluck
meeting) at Plymouth.
• Against the Blockade of Cuba : Elana Levy
and Daniella Levy Salzman were about to
leave for Cuba with a delegation studying ,
women's issues. Their report will be a high-
light of CACC's Jan . 11 meeting . Interested in
joining a study group on Cuba or in arranging
for Elana or Daniella to speak to your group?
Call Doug Igelsrud at 471-5749.
• Sister Community Group : Shirley Novak
and Doris Sage are going to Estancia Feb . 16,
along with Gloria Castillo de Zamora and her
daughter Alba and niece Laura (from
Edmonton, Alberta) . Sister Community is
seeking to raise $3,500 for cooperative corn-

munity development projects
and has make a good stare . To
be included in any fund-raising
events call Shirley at 446-6099,
or send checks to her at 2669 E.
Genesee St ., Syracuse 13224,
made out to MMUUS-El Sal-
vador. There will be a Latin
American dinner at May Me-
morial on Jan . 15, starting at
6 :30 PM, with music, $5 $20
sliding scale. People are sending postcards
and faxes to US and Salvadoran officials ad-
vocating a speed-up in land transfers to demo-
bilized ex-combatants in El Salvador.
• Guatemala : A letter was signed supporting
the efforts of Jennifer Harbury (see page 12) to
obtain the release of her husband and, more
generally, compliance with peace accords and
an end to human rights abuses.
• Haiti Solidarity : Work with local refugees
continues very productively . The next Haiti
solidarity meeting is at 6 :30 PM, Thursday,
Jan. 12 at Plymouth .

• Coalition Building: Harvey Pinyoun and
Peter Wirth have begun to organize with many
different people in the community to provide
a different point-of-view to the entitlement
cuts the Republicans plan to make in January.

The next CACC meeting will address
what might go on the agenda of a much
larger community meeting on coalition-
building . It will be held on Wednesday,
Jan 11, 1995, 6 PM potluck and general
meeting, 7 :30 PM individual group meet-
ings, at Plymouth Church, 232 E Onon-
daga St . in downtown Syracuse. 0%

I►

case, international pressure is essential . Request:
1. That the US government release to Jennifer Harbury all information
about Bamaca immediately.
2. That the US State Department appoint someone to act as a witness in
any court, UN or OAS proceedings.
3. That consequences be associated with this case if Bamaca is not
presented . If there are not consequences, human rights abuses will
continue .

Please call or write:
Richard Feinberg, National Se-

curity Council, 17th and G St. NE,
Old Executive Office Building,
Washington, DC 20506, (202) 456-
9131 ; FAX (202) 456-9130.

Anthony Lake, National Security
Advisor, The White House, Wash-
ington, DC 20500, (202) 456-1414.

John Shattuck, Assistant Secre-
tary for Human Rights, US Depart-
ment of State, (202) 647-2126 ; FAX
(202) 647-9519.

Warren Christopher, Secretary
of State, US Department of State,
Washington, DC 20520, (202) 647-
4000; FAX (202) 647-7120 ..

Joan is an adult education db
consultant and a local activist with
the Central America/ Caribbean
Coalition .
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Killing for Sport

Anyone who lives among other people
needs to have the respect of his or her covetous
and sometimes temperamental or aggressive
neighbors . This is a deep survival instinct. The
man who kills for sport sends a powerful
message : "It is dangerous to attack me or steal
from me ." In earlier times, this message en-
hanced the survivability of the hunter and his
family, and even the modem hunter sends this
subtle communication when he displays his
hunting lifestyle.

Recently, I found myself at the side of
Route 20, where the road passes by the en-
trance to the Montezuma Wildlife Refuge.
With me were three other men and about
twenty women. All of us were unarmed except
for our posters that suggested that the Refuge
should be a true refuge for animals, not a place
where the innocent creatures would be lured
and killed, A handful of armed federal agents
and state troopers directed traffic and sepa-
rated us from the crowd of 30 or so angry
hunters who had gathered at the entrance to the
Refuge . The hunters apparently felt that we
were there to attack them and steal freedom
from them.

One of the hunters approached me and
asked if he could photograph me and ask me a
few questions for a hunters' newsletter he
publishes . I obliged him, but he didn't give me
an opportunity to say the important things I
would have liked to get in his article.

First, I wanted to say that I respect the fact
that most hunters learn to hunt at an early age.
They are usually taught to hunt by important
males who also teach them right from wrong.
I know that when I suggest that hunting is
immoral, I must be careful to respect the
memory of that righteous and caring teacher,
who gave the young hunter sacred knowledge
of life, death, and nature.

I would have said that we don't know
what the Bible means by "dominion" over
animals, but we hear God in Isaiah (66 :3)
saying clearly, "He who killeth an ox is as if he
slays a man." At the same time I say this, I

Chapter Now in Utica/Rome Area
serving Mohawk Valley

Where do parents turn when a daughter or
son "comes out" to them saying, "I'm Gay" or
"I'm Lesbian"?

Parents FLAG is available with under-
standing and information to help in this pos-
sible emotional crisis . We are Parents, Family
and Friends of Lesbians and Gays . Among us,
we represent all stages along the continuum in
our journey in our journey toward resolving
this conflict. Our main goal is to provide
support to parents . We also aim toward seek-
ing prevention of discrimination on the basis
of sexual orientation. Another goal is to pro-
vide education to counteract the shameful
proliferation of myths associated with homo-
sexuality.

Those who have these concerns are wel-
come to call for more information, 474-4836.
We meet the fist Tuesday of every month at 7
PM at the Unitarian-Universalist Church at 10
Rigby Rd . For information call (315) 733-
0634 or 737-9142.

All are welcome.

appreciate that hunters have invested a life-
time in hunting, for which they have been
rewarded with friends, added self-confidence,
a means of self expression, and a source of
admiration from their peers . These are impor-
tant components of life for any man or woman.

h is the package of personal satisfaction
that causes hunters to hunt and cling to their
sport . Hunting is not about animal population
management (Mother Nature handles that quite
well without the mauling of animals by men).
It is not about providing food for one's family,
because time spent hunting is wasted com-
pared to time spent earning food money. In-
stead, hunting is one way to pursue whole-
some rewards.

Having said all that, I wanted to say that
stalking and gunning down innocent creatures
is harmful to the hunter as well as the hunted .

Fighting Back Together

The third and final part of "Who's Right?,"
the Stonewall Committee's series on the Reli-
gious Right, will be held on Thursday, January
26, at 7 :30 PM at Congregation Beth Sholom—
Chevra Shas, 5205 Jamesville Road in Dewitt.

The program, entitled "Fighting Back
Together," will he a panel discussion with
speakers representing areas being targeted by
the Religious Right—education, reproductive
choice, lesbian and gay civil rights, and the
arts. Donations welcome, but not required for
admission.

On Thursday, February 9, at 7 PM at First
Unitarian Universalist Society (250 Waring
Road), Sherrie Salvione from the Empire State
Pride Agenda will once again be in Syracuse
for a Town Meeting, Sherrie will provide a
post-election assessment and discuss efforts
taking place across the state to continue the
fight for lesbian and gay civil rights.

The Town Meeting, sponsored by the
Stonewall Committee, will provide an oppor-
tunity to learn about what's going on as well as
to offer your thoughts and suggestions. Ad-
mission is free.

Killing weaker creatures causes denial in the
psyche of an otherwise good and caring man,
which most hunters are. Fortunately, all of the
rewards obtained by hunting are available
through healthy activities . Consider karate or
violin playing to name only two. Make your
kids happy : coach their ball club.

Those who regulate Montezuma have ,
decreed that bicycling there is to be forbidden,
and that the hours for snowshoeing and cross
country skiing will be reduced . However, they
will allow hunting and trapping to go on as
usual . I, and others like me, will continue to
use reason to change this for the better . Wish
us luck!

Rob English
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Rate-Payers May Pay
for a High-level Radioactive Waste Dump on Mescalero Apache Laad
'compiled by Bill Mazza "The Mescaleros can bear this responsibility because of our

strong traditional values that favor protection of the Earth . We
can serve as reliable, trustworthy and responsible guardians of
the nation's spent fuel . :. . We believe that spent fuel is a business
opportunity . . . ." —Mescalero Vice-President Fred Peso

According to Rufina Marie Laws, a
Mescalero Apache, the lack of democratic
voice within the Tribal Council "is a direct
result of the 1934 Indian Reorganization Act,
in which the US government forced Native
American tribes throughout the US to accept
the tribal constitutions which they drew up.
These constitutions do not provide for a checks
and balances system; all power rests in the
Tribal Council . All too often, this has allowed
greedy, self-serving politicians to take over
and garner all the political strength for them-
selves and a few cronies ." Laws is a founder of
Humans Against Nuclear Waste Dumps (origi-
nally called Apaches Against Nuclear Waste).

This is part of a much bigger move by
the nuclear industry to pressure Congress
into rewriting the federal nuclear waste
laws. By insuring that dumps are available,
the industry can continue to produce cancer-
causing nuclear wastes.

The Nuclear Waste Policy Act states that
high-level radioactive waste must be stored at
the licensed reactor site or at a designated
federal site . Currently the nuclear industry, led
by the Northern States Power of Minnesota, is
pressuring the US Congress to reconsider this
Act in February, 1995 in an effort to remove
such restrictions. The other key proposed site
is on Native American Western Shoshone
land in Nevada. Five hundred years after Co-
lumbus, is this the best that we can do?

THE FOLLOWING information
was distributed on Monday,

Dec. 12, first, as a press release,
and second, as a leaflet at the doors of
the Niagara Mohawk offices. The Syra-
cuse Peace Council is working with a
national network of anti-nuclear activ -
ists in affected areas (cities and re-
gions who host utilities which are part
of the Mescalero dump project).

Friday, Dec . 9, as NiMo "cel-
ebrated" the 25 anniversary of their
Nine Mile I reactor, the debate over the
US Post Office's Hiroshima commemo-
rative stamp raged in the media . It is a
poignant reminder that the only visible
legacies of the US atomic experiment
have been death, disease and untold
quantities of nuclear waste.

It's time to stop listening to the lies and
the promises and demand an end to the
continued production of nuclear madness.
Not in our name, and not with our money!

Niagara Mohawk is currently cutting a
deal to send lethal radioactive waste to the
Mescalero Apache Tribe in New Mexico.

Niagara Mohawk operates two nuclear
power plants : Nine Mile I and Nine Mile II.
These nuclear plants continually produce high-
level radioactive waste as a consequence of
normal operation. It will have to be contained
from the environment and human beings for
half a million years. Frustrated that the high-
level waste storage pools at the plant sites are
filling up, 32 utilities nationwide, including
Niagara Mohawk, are looking elsewhere.

This dump deal will be paid for by the
utility rate-payers — in your .electric bill —
because it does not involve the federal
government's nuclear waste programs. At least
eighty-nine nuclear power plants would send
their irradiated fuel, also called high-level
radioactive waste, to the Mescalero site.

The Mescalero people do not want to be
the nation's nuclear dump, but they are vic-
tims of the loss of democracy in their Tribal
Government . They have little voice, and
nuclear industry consultants have been repre-
senting their Tribal Council in cutting this
deal. It is a case of the nuclear industry nego-
tiating both sides of the contract.

Fact Sheet
• The US Department of En- '
ergy (DOE) has failed in find-
ing a "safe " dump-site for the
existing high-level radioactive
waste produced by the ``civil-

ian" nuclear power industry.
• The Mescalero Apache community,
as with so many other Native Ameri -
can communities, is severely disad-
vantaged economically . In addition,
the Tribal leader has exercised total
control over the people in this commu-
nity for 30 years, utilizing a paper and
pencil ballot for his continuous elec-
tion landslides.
• As usual the "big money" interests
and nuclear power advocates are down-
playing the dangers of this dump-site,
even apparently neglecting the fact that,
if unshielded, high-level radioactive

waste can give a lethal dose immediately.
All radioactive waste dumps bring radiation
exposures with the potential to cause can-
cer, birth defects, and genetic damage that
may not show up until the grandchildren,
and even the great-grandchildren, are born
into the community.

• The planned dump on Mescalero Apache
land should be viewed as illegal under fed-
eral law, which states nuclear waste can
only be stored at the licensed reactor site or
a federal site. Presently the nuclear industry
is lobbying congress to re-open the Nuclear
Waste Policy Act in order to change the law.

• The immoral search for temporary and/or
permanent radioactive waste dumps onNa-
tive lands must be stopped . The production
of nuclear waste should be arrested immedi-
ately, by using readily available alterna-
tives, such as solar and wind generated
power.

Action! Call the offices of
Niagara Mohawk Power Corpora-
tion at 474-1511 and tell them to
stop producing nuclear waste and
dump the Mescalero Dump.

Take back Your Power!
Bill is the staffperson for the Syracuse

Peace Council. Sources : Nuclear In forma-
nonand Resource Service, Greenpeace,
and The Circle : News from a Native
American Perspective ."
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In Alienable
Hey, Should You Be Writing That Down?!

DEAR READERS,
January is a time when, many of us

look back over the previous year and plan for
how we'll live the coming year differently.
Before beginning work on "Those Violent
Aliens," I re-read the articles I submitted to the
PNL in 1994 and thought about what I first
envisioned for the project: I saw myself writ-
ing a series of cultural critiques analyzing
pieces of popular culture which, in my mind,
would fit together like the chapters in Roland
Barthes' Mythologies. My hope was that by
writing about things we live with daily, the
essays would make comments on US domi -
nant culture which would jar our normal pat-
terns and therefore provide readers with useful
moments of thinking and reading.

What I found when I're-read the articles
were some interesting ideas which were loosely
connected and rather incomplete. So one of
my many goals for 1995 is to slow down when
I'm thinking in 'hopes of tying all these loose
ends together . Here's a brief
synopsis of what I've writ-
ten about so far : (a) reading
can no longer be a privilege
of an intellectual elite but
must be redefined as a po-
litical and subversive act ac-
cessible to all, (b) we must
work to combine communi-
ties of readers and models
of reading (academic, thera-
peutic, activist) in new and
subversive ways, (c) cul-
tural criticism and post-
structural theory provide necessary reading
strategies to readers living and struggling in
the era of late capitalism, and finally, (d) my
fear that what is most powerful and most
political in queer nationalism is being ab-
sorbed by capitalism and, rather than being
left with a liberatory vision, we will have
enterprising .mainstream queers.

One of the implicit themes in these ar-
ticles is my struggle to define "political ." I
want very much to believe that active'interpre-
tation and critique have political implications.
It was this hope that prompted me to write to

thePNL's audience. My struggle to envision a
liberatory praxis I could believe in and commit
to has served as a second theme, and my gut
feeling that intellectuals and activists do not
communicate and comingle as powerfully as
they could has been a third.

I lay these themes out here in this format
NOT to present readers with a hip looking
page of more of the same "blah, blah," but in
hopes that by stating where I'm coming from,
my arguments will seem more cohesive . I
think it's also helpful to describe how I orga-
nize almost everything I write : I start by telling
a story which I
think connects di-
rectly to the main
topic, I break the
topic down into
what I see as its
three basic parts, I
use examples to help me discuss these three
parts, and I conclude by trying to make a leap
in a slightly different direction, leaving the
reader with a developed argument and an
undeveloped idea which she can think of in a
similar or related framework and which may
lead his thinking in an unexpected direction.

I'm exposing the process I
go through because I think
that we're taught that good
writing means never having
to claim what you are doing—
good writing means you'll
know everything I wrote in
the paragraph above without
me ever literally writing it
down and without you ever
literally thinking, "Oh, she
captured my attention by de-
scribing a movie I've heard
about and then went on to

analyze how that movie exemplified an op-
pressive,aspect of our culture which she then
connected to our lack of access to empowering
ways of naming our experiences ."

Believing that all of this happens natu-
rally is one way to keep individuals from both
writing and reading . It's intimidating to think
that if you write for an audience, you must
make all this happen and that if you read and
discuss readings with others you should have

a grasp of these unannounced structures and
assumptions. If what we are writing about is
worthunderstanding, then it's also often worth-

__
Un metier'.

while to make as much of our thinking visible
as possible. If reading is to become an acces-
sible, political act, not only will the act of
reading have to change, but the act of writing
will also have to change. As these changes
happen, more people will feel empowered to
write .

A second context for discussing my writ-
ing comes from a convention of contemporary
feminist critics which encourages writers to
state their personal and theoretical situation at
the beginning of their writing . To me this not
only means cataloging the socioeconomic

groups I belong to,
but also trying to
make the intersec -
tions and implica-
tions of privilege in
my life visible.

In previous ar -
ticles I've talked about my access to an excel-
lent education ; part of that education was the
opportunity to teach composition to first year

College students . Teaching a skill like writing
allows the teacher countless hours and oppor-
tunities to think about her own practice of the
skill she's teaching . I owe much of my current
talent to the three years I was able to dedicate
to thinking and writing . I also owe much of my
ability to write this essay to the fact that I am
free of the rote work which burdens most
people in their daily domestic and commercial
lives. I work in an environment where valuing
creativity, mutual respect, and individual needs
are a given . Without such an environment, I
would not have the energy to think and read
and discuss in the ways I do now.

Postmodern conventions . provide a third
context (I warned you I work in threes) for
having a running dialogue about my writing
besides a piece of my writing . In a previous
essay I explained that one aspect of
postmodernism is self-referentiality . In that
essay I gave as an example of self-referentiality
the Simpsons calling attention to the fact that
they are cartoon characters . Calling attention
to myself as an author/authority—if I were hip
I'd write "author(ity)"—is a way of referenc-
ing my self, jarring you and reminding you
that I am a human writing down some stuff that
is in my head and not some powerful authority

Simpsons cont'd on page 21

-Karen Hall

we must work to combine
communities of readers. . .in
new and subversive ways
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In Alienable
Those Violent Aliens

Karen Hall

Una plane.

F RIGHTENED BY the gruesome alien,
the prisoner working in the mine shaft

falls into a turbine and gets diced and splat-
tered all over the walls . My friend and I are
watching Aliens 3 on television and although
it has been "made safe" for a viewing audi-
ence, we keep turning away from the screen
and groaning at the blood and gore . Seduction
and repulsion, it's what television and Holly-
wood are all about—we can't turn the televi-
sion off because we want to see as much of
Sigourney Weaver as possible, and yet we're
repelled by the violence . It's another viewing
night in the US of A!

First let me give all who missed theAlien
movies a brief plot summary : in the first movie
a space ship crash-lands on a remote planet.
The crew accidentally brings an alien on the
ship and spends the rest of the movie running
from the seven foot, acid-blooded creature . In
the second movie, the corporation which was
in charge of the first space flight sends marines
back to the planet to capture an alien and bring
it back to earth where scientists can study the
creature and develop new weapons technol-
ogy from what they learn. In the course of the
movie, Sigourney Weaver battles with the
giant alien mother, destroying her and all her
children while saving the one human
child left on the planet. In the third
movie, the ship that Weaver and the
child were escaping in crash-lands
on a men's penal colony and, you
guessed it, the ship was contami-
nated by an alien. The creature at-
tacks and kills many of the male
prisoners, the corporation sends an-
other team to capture it and bring it
home for study, and Weaver saves
the entire human race by
destroying the final
living alien and her-
self in the process.

Academic femi-
nists had a field day
with Alien 2 . In a
moment of blazing
glory, Weaver, the

humane and loving human mother, protects
her surrogate daughter by holding a flame
thrower on her hip as she confronts the egg-
laying, queen alien . Rambo-style, she snarls at
the monster mother, "You bitch!" and tries to
incinerate her. It's a campy contemporary
retelling of a Gothic anti-feminist motif which
provides cultural critics with lots to analyze:
Victorian family dramas may now take place
in outer space, but the Western imagination
still conjures up fear of the unknown and
hatred of naughty, promiscuous women in
much the same way.

Alien 3 was
even less subtle than
the previous movies,
and was a flop . . .at
least among aca-
demic critics. What
struck me most about
this movie was the wide variety of violence.
Humans are tortured and killed by machines,
by the penal system, by corporations, and by
each other. Yet the violence viewers are warned
about at every commercial break (a violent
moment in itself) is the grade B slice and dice
violence prevalent in every scene . with the
alien . Is it any surprise that given this expo-
sure, we viewers come to see aliens as ugly
and violent?

Alien 3 is a didactic movie in which
Weaver's character goes on about how the

corporation doesn ' t care about human lives;
the corporation wants to study the alien to
create fiercer weapons and how it ' ll capture a
living alien at any cost. The specter of the evil
corporation doesn't sell movies, however,
because that 'snot what dominant culture trains
us to sec as scary. Dominant US culture teaches
us from the moment of our conception to fear
the other—the African American man on the
corner, the markets and workers of Japan, the
Mexican American family nextdoor who speak
a different language and eat strange kW.

We're not supposed to
see or fear the systems
of power which struc-
ture and organize our
lives or the many vio-
lent, polluting, killing
side effects these sys-
tems produce . Be-

cause we ' re not supposed to sec these things,
to most of us living in the US, they remain
invisible.

Michael Moore placed many perfect ex-
amples of such denial before us in his summer
television series, TV Nation . In one episode he
interviewed a real estate agent selling homes
in the Love Canal area . The agent argued that
cancer was not a problem in the community
and that the whole environmental catastrophe
was a product of environmentalists' propa-
ganda . It is easier to call the people who try to
expose the dangerous implications of living in
our current systems crazy than it is to admit

that the current systems have grown
out of our control and are killing
us .

Blocking individuals' un-
derstanding of the violence that is

harming them is for me
one of the most effec-
tive forms of systemic
violence . I am forever
amazed and in awe at
how pervasive sys-
tems of power and con-
trol are and how thor-
oughly they cloud in-
dividual percepection.
I recently had a con-
versation with a friend

Power and Control
cont'd on page 21

Humans are tortured and
killed by machines, by the
penal system, by corpora-
tions, and by each other.
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rebuttable cont'd from
page 11

California is assembling a state-wide policy,
with, three STOPP members sitting on that
task force. Minnesota and Connecticut re-
quire police departments to have written poli-
cies, training in pursuit and reporting of all
chases. Steve Pacelli and Peter Laun have had
an initial meeting with State Assemblymember
Bragman's staff. Besides lobbying activity,
STOPP runs victim support services (include
counselling and a well-developed spectrum

of legal advice), public education, and efforts
to develop a national and collaborative net-
work.

In 1980 Baltimore became the first US
city to essentially ban high-speed for pursuits
and 911 responses. While large US cities have
not yet followed, some mid-sized communi-
ties have . Though some of us will surely feel
uneasy about the implications, high-tech pur-
suit alternatives include: anti-theft devices,
helicopters, radio tracking, emergency vehicle
control of light systems, remote ignition-inter-
rupt capability, video cams and still photos to
document and track those who flee.

Alexandria, Tampa and Yonkers are three
smaller cities which have essentially gone
"no chase ." Tacoma was among the first to
experiment with picking up suspects at home
later simply via license plates. In 1992 the
District of Columbia restricted pursuits after
seven people died in one year . Now some
medium-sized cities in New York are either
considering or actually adopting more restric -
tive policies.

Neither "ridiculous" nor outlandish, this
trend toward controlling hot pursuits has been
coming for some time . In 1970 the US Dept . of
Transportation was already warning that most
pursuits were triggered by minor traffic viola-

, tion, most pursued vehicles were in fact not
stolen, and so on. In Canada, city Councilor
Marvin Rotrand first presented a proposal to
his Public Safety Committee in 1992 to make

Montreal's policy significantly more discour-
aging. His perspective is that "US courts in-
creasingly view police departments without
stringent high speed pursuit policies as negli-
gent and in violation of Constitutional rights.
In Canada we believe courts will follow suit
and see cases in terms of the Charter of Rights ."
Having won re-election recently by 70%, Coun-
cilor Rotrand intends to revive his proposal,
and has begun efforts to get hot pursuit onto
the agenda for the annual conference of
IACOLE (International
Association for Civil-
ian Oversight of Law
Enforcement) in
Vancouver next Sep-
tember.

Liability and Deadly Force
Writing in the April 1993 Trial, attorney

Jan Lewis notes recent US court decisions
imposing liability on police for pursuits stress
the value of life. Texas, Florida, California,
and Nebraska have all ruled that police have a
responsibility to foresee consequences of their
actions, and control their own actions, so as
not to injure in pursuits. Kibbe v . City of
Springfield (1985) ruled that when a supervi-
sor doesn't curtail a chase, it's reasonable to
believe they approved its escalation . Police
have been found to exert "psychological force"
by provoking recklessness in fleeing drivers.
Despite Sgt. Van Patten's argument, "We-
don' t-know-w hat-he-did-but-he-must-have-
done-something" won't stand up in some courts
anymore as "reason for pursuit," which by
policy in Syracuse is supposed to be provided
at once to the radio dispatcher.

Beyond negligence, police can be feder-
ally liable under 42 USC . 1983 for civil rights
violations, including 14th Amendment pro-
tection against being deprived without due
process of life, liberty or property, and 4th
Amendment rights against unreasonable sei-
zure. Three Supreme Court decisions further
establish liability. In Tennessee v . Garner

(1985) the court rejected blanket use ofdeadly.
force on fleeing felons. Brower v. County of
Inyo (1989), in considering death due to road-
block collision, established that Brower had
indeed been "seized ." City of Canton v. Har-
ris (1989) dealt with liability for inadequate
training, asserting that "policy makers of the
city can reasonably be said to have been indif-
ferent" when they can foresee what police
must do but fail to equip them. The Court
likens equiping police with vehicles to arming

them with deadly
force.
In 1992, Alpert

and Fridell noted
the reform of po-
lice deadly force

with guns has virtually been a social move-
ment, while reforming hot pursuits is much
slower. STOPP lays much of the blame on
Hollywood, all' the way from Stagecoach to
Steve McQueen and beyond. It's really the
chase scene under the elevated train we all
remember from The French Connection.
STOPP's comprehensive strategy includes
targeting the producers of such spine-tingling
Americana . In real life those doing the fleeing
and the pursuing have seen such movies too.

On July 23 The Philadelphia Inquirer
editorialized, after a cruiser collided with a
couple and their infant, killing all three, that
the officer "could have been chasing Charles
Manson and the price . . . is still too high ." The
Inquirer went on to say that reform would
depend on "redefining apolice culture in which
it's seen not only as the right thing to chase
every bad guy—but also the macho thing ."

In 1990, Maury Hannigan defended ag-

gressive pursuit practices as Commissioner of
California Highway Patrol (1,200 chases that
year) . Employing logic familiar to us here in
Syracuse, Hannigan argued highway deaths
would soar "if drunks knew police wouldn't

chase them." Yet California ranks first among
all states with 770 pursuit-related deaths from
1980-93, according to NHTSA.

It's really the chase scene
under the el we all remember
from The French Connectioni

Getting a Grip
A major study for the AAA Foundation in

1992 by Charles, Falcone and Wells looked at
Illinois police attitudes and organizational re-
sponse to pursuit. Illinois already used video
tracking as an alternative to hot pursuits, and
over half the departments surveyed had what
could be termed "restrictive" written policies.
But most important, noted the authors, was
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how officers actually interpret pursuit situa-
tions, since "how officers act on the streets
does not always coincide with the official
picture." Patrol officers perceived their poli-
cies to be more restrictive than the administra-
tors did, and reported six times more hot
pursuits than their chiefs did.

And, perhaps pertinent to our specula-
tions about the Syracuse PD, Illinois officers,
one, often were not familiar with their own
written policies and two, often understood
"policy" in an unwritten sense ofagreed-upon
custom. Many believed written policies ex-
isted to discipline them rather than to protect
the public . Patrol officers reported more deaths
having occurred than administrators did . Both
patrol officers and chiefs typically said they
believed "most" pursuits involved fleeing fel-
ons, except officers said their own pursuits
were mostly for traf-
fic violations . Many
chiefs said they knew
officers engaged in
many unauthorized
pursuits and decep-
tion about them. 85%
said crime would increase without pursuits.
interestingly, being young and inexperienced
didn't correspond to chasing at higher speeds
or having more accidents, but an ideological
conviction that hot pursuits are "needed" did
correspond.

In 1989, Rhode Island ACLU studied
pursuits there, and concluded that Rhode Is-
land police do not terminate hot pursuits when
they become too hazardous, if left to their own
discretion.

Tom Barker, Dean of the College of
Criminal Justice, Jacksonville State Univer-
sity, Alabama, writing in May 1987 N.Y.
Communities Municipal Bulletin, cited the
"grave danger of pursuit fixation" where "it
becomes a personal challenge to the police
officer rather than a violation of the law. In
these situations, the challenge to police au-
thority seems more important than the of-
fense." Barker says most policing agencies
get more lawsuits for vehicular negligence
than other misconduct.

Misconduct Issues
Some things sound familiar. The claims

by proponents of unbridled pursuits that po-
lice are "just doing their job ." The claims by
experts that pursuits and pursuits-gone-bad
are greatly under-reported . And the conclu-
sion that most pursuit misconduct doesn't

occur in the midst of serious crimes but when
officers perceive challenges to their authority,
which is so of most police misconduct gener-
ally .

Michael Goodwin quotes Asst. Chief John
Marks of Duncanville, Texas, after that city
lost a $7 million lawsuit over a cyclist killed at
a roadblock, about supervisors halting more
hot pursuits, even taking into account tone of
voice over the radio. "Sometimes . . .it almost
sounds like they're losing it . Imagine a jury
hearing a tape where the police officer sounds
like he's gone bozo on the radio ."

Deadly force expert James Fyfe concurs.
"Police officers, accustomed to dealing with
citizens who accede to their wishes and direc-
tives, often take motorists' flight as the ulti-
mate sign of disrespect, and are likely to react
out of anger and sudden rushes of adrenalin

rather than on the ba-
sis of logic and pro-
fessional responsibil-
ity ."

Peter Laun has 30
years in policing, and
has worked with po-

lice in Australia, South Africa, and Europe.
He's quick to insist, "This isn't just a local
issue. It's not about criticism of Syracuse po-
lice. This is one of the things we have got to re-
think. It's about police authority in the largest
sense possible ."

Last fall he said, "If we could get police
officers to just be willing to refrain
sometimes, to step back, to interrupt
what happens in some of these pur-
suits, that could lead to other changes
in how some officers feel they must
behave ." He expanded on this recently:
"When I teach new police chiefs, I tell
them the 'SPS' has gotta go . That's
`Secret Police Shit .'
We need a much more
open communication
model . You know, of-
ficers feel a tremen-
dous responsibility to
have, well, `traditional
outcomes' with
people violating the
law . They ask, did I let
the job down? Police
need a clear commu-
nication, from the
people they serve that
we appreciate as a

community when they take the time
to recognize a concern for life ."

Recognition that police face peer pres-
sure is implicit in a number of restrictive or
discouraging policies (including IACP's model
policy) . These state that trouble to state no
officer shall be censured for refraining from
pursuit for safety reasons . Barker suggests
tough, enforced policies will provide police
with a justification to quit chases without
feeling derelict, much as some officers have
privately confided that subpoenas will actu-
ally help them to testify on colleagues' mis-
conduct by removing their "choice" to uphold
the "code of silence ." And communication
may yet be a two-way street after all ; courts are
increasingly applying the "common man" stan-
dard to these cases, insisting that to hold up,
police rationales for hot pursuits must be intel-
ligible not just to other insiders, but to regular
citizens . For Syracuse and StevePacelli, it still
doesn't make sense which pursuit policy is
which .

	

~,
Nancy works with the Syracuse Task Force on
Community & Police Relations, and Coali-
tion for Justice in the Jail. She editsPolicing
by Consent for the National Coalition on
Police Accountability.

". . .it's seen not only as the right
thing tochase every bad guy--
but also the macho thing."
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MICI-IAE I DI SAI VO
(315) 479-8255

I )arlc /venue

Syracuse, liY 13204

Eileen Steinbugler Altieri CSW
Clinical Social Worker

Telephone
(315) 637-8351

Psychotherapy
Counseling
Consultation _

Syracuse Cooperative
Federal • Credit • Union

OUR SERVICES INCLUDE:

•LOANS & MORTGAGES
•HOME EQUITY LOANS

*SHARE SAVINGS & CHECKING
•ACCOUNTS & CERTIFICATES

• COOPERATIVE DEVELOPMENT
•TRAVELERS CHECKS & MORE

Announcing Our New Location!
723 Westcott Street

A Socially Responsible Financial Services Cooperative
723 Westcon Street * Syracuse * 13210 * Accounts : 471-1116 * Loans : 476-5290

Since 1982

ARE YOU WATCHING
YOUR FINANCES WISELY?

For information and consulting
on financial issues such as:

Mutual Funds
(including Socially Conscious)

Insurance
(Annuities, Disability, Life,

& Long Term Care) and

Tax Sheltered Accounts
call : 637-5153

.SUSAN S . fANS EN
Registered Representative
Securities offered through:

Legend Equities Corporation, 907 Butternut St.
Syracuse, NY 13208 422-5868
	 IJ
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Power and Control cont'd
from page 17
allout*tying to achieve political change from
within current structures versus trying to bring
change by creating alternative structures. She
said that she couldn't see how we could func-
tion without some form of centralized govern-
ment . The power structure's ideology has so
shaped our thinking that many cannot imagine
a world different from our own, and many
believe that our very survival depends on the
existence of these oppressive structures.

As we spoke, I was struck by how similar
a conversation about a
dysfunctional nation-state
sounded to a discussion
about a dysfunctional
family . One adult family
member may be an alco-
holic and may abuse other
family members, but the
family is conditioned to
believe that their survival
depends on staying within
the boundaries of the current family structure.
It's best not to discuss problems with outsid-
ers, to hide the dysfunction, and to appease the
alcohlolic member when he or she "acts out ."
The fewer disruptions, the safer everyone will
be . To act or to speak up means risking vio-
lence . We learn these lessons so well at home
that we carry them into our public domains.
It's not only impolite to protest when we see or

feel injustice, it's dangerous to do so . Believ-
ing this makes us see and feel injustice less and
less each day . Systems of power oppress indi-
viduals and families and cause them to be
dysfunctional and to replicate silence and
disempowerment on the public level . Our cour-
age and our active human selves become inac-
cessible even to ourselves, deadening our abil-
ity to think critically, to act humanely, to live
fully .

It is too scary to see how we are part of all
this violence and oppression . It's far easier to

blame the alien other.
We can then band to-
gether to eradicate, con-
sume or contain all that
is different in order to
create safety. Under
such a mindset our sur-
vival depends on our
willingness to conform.

In the final scene
of Alien 3, Weaver's
character does a back-

wards swan dive into the metal forge's furnace.
As she falls in an inverted crucifixion pose, the
female alien which has been growing inside
her is birthed. She holds the creature and in-
sures our survival by killing herself and this
monstrous female alien. It's a monstrous vir-
gin birth and a wondrous sacrifice all in the
same moment. The woman who has seen the

Simpsons cont'd from
page 16
espousing the Truth . Reading things in print
can lull us into a state where we accept what
we're reading as Truth . Jarring aside, cumber-
some word constructions such as "author(ity),"
mixing up pronouns as I did in the last sen-
tence of the paragraph which began, "I lay
these themes out," all help to keep readers
from lapsing into a stupor . (The fact that some
of the techniques are no longer—or never
were—enough to jar readers makes me won-
der in horror where we will turn next .)

I understand that I can't fulfill all of my
community and political responsibilities in
the comfort of my office reading and writing.
I'll continue to struggle to answer "what is
political" throughout 1995. I know that an-
swer will pivot on active verbs—connecting,
reading, writing, building, speaking, listen-
ing.
Yours in thoughtful struggle,

	

0%
Karen

dangerous webs of power and deceit saves
humanity by killing herself. It's a fable I want
all -viewers to resist! Recognizing the other
within ourselves doesn't mean we have to kilt
them both. We can take responsibility for our
place in this oppressive world and then act up.

Karen Hall lives and reads in Syracuse,
NY and is far more polite and unimposing
than she may seem in print.

Alb

Dr. Douglas Dickson

-Podiatrist
TARSUS

Heel Pain • Arch Pain
Ingrown Toenail • Bunions

Lyncourt Foot Care
(Across from Syr. China)

2802 Court St.
Syracuse, NY 13208

(315) 454-3320

Westvale Foot Care
(At Geddes Plaza)

2010 W Genesee St.
Syracuse, NY 13219

(315) 487-1114
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Dr. Howard S. Walsdorf
CHIROPRACTOR

treatments for
Neck & Shoulder Pain
Lower Back Injuries
Stress Related Pain
Chronic Ailments

465 Westcott Street
Syracuse, New York 13210

Day & Evening Hours
For Appointment Call:

(315) 422-2027

Guidance in Nutrition &
Natural Remedies

• Efficient
• Experienced
• Professional

CIcan GLtt+eNs
& TOW NS POltfs

Cleaning Repairs
Preventive Maintenance

445—9232
Many thanks to

Clean Gutters & Downspouts
for cleaning, maintaining
and repairing SPC's gutters

Bear Street
BOOKS & MUSIC

We Buy Used and Rare Books and Music

Fide Used Books
Hardback and Paperback

Mask
Classical, Ethnic, Folk, Jam

Open Daily or by Appointment

1430 North Salina St., Syr., NY 13208
(comer of Bear St. and North Salina St .)

(315) 471-2958

SYRACUSE
Real Food Cooperative

Many organically grown and
produced foods:

• Nuts, Gmin,. Seeds • whole Grain Baked Goods
• produce

	

• Fn, l4rgsEgg,
• Cheeses

	

• Chernicm-Fw.MSSt
• Herbs A Spices

	

• Fresh fish Delivered Thursday,
And Much Mont

618 Kensington Road
(off Westcott) 472-1385

Mon - Fri 9 - 8, Sat 8 - 6 Sun 10 - 6

WALK THE TALK

NIMO RATES ARE ALWAYS INCREASING
AIR POLLUTION IS GETTING WORSE

WHAT CAN YOU DO?
INSTALL THE COPPER CRICKET
IT IS A SOLAR WATER HEATER THAT

WORKS WITH YOUR EXISTING WATER HEATER

CALL CLASSIC CARPENTRY 471-0324

Erwin Reiner
Residential
Contracting

478-2998
Restoration

Renovation

Rehabilitation
Repair

passive solar
personal service

references
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SUN

	

MON

	

TUES

	

WED

	

NUBS

	

FRI

	

.SAT

7
Every 1st & 3rd Mon:
Syracuse Real Food Coop
Council meets. 5:30pm .

3
. . . . . . . . . . ..
' Every Tuesday :

	

•
' PNL com-mittee •

▪▪ meets at 924 Burnet 0
. Ave. New members •
' always welcome . •
6 472-5478 . 5:30 PM :

Every Wed: Military and Draft
Counseling at Syracuse Peace
Council . Noon- 3pm, Call Marge
472-5478.

1st & 3rd Thursdays : Gay &
Lesbian Alliance meets at
Trinity Parish House, 523 W
Onondaga. 7:30pm.

Every Thursday : "Evening
Arabesque" Arabic television w/
news & entertainment.5:30pm.
Adelphi Cable Channel 7.

6
Gay Men's Support Group
meeting . Call 422-5732 for into.

Cuban Ll eration Day, 1959

Mums for Peace monthly
10 1 Imtg, 7:30 PM at Plymouth 13• • • • • • • • • • • •

Every Sunday : Support group Environment/ Good
Neighborh Agreement Target, Health Committee, Citizen • 50th Commemoration • Haiti Solidarity Committee

for former and current mental United Steel Work Office, 11 Action, 6:30 PM, 479-5393 • ofHiroshima • mtg .' 6 :3o. at Plymouth
patients. Spons . by Alliance. AM 4 PM, 468-1623, • Organizing Mtg, 7 PM,

• Church, a
Plymouth Church. 3-5pm . Peggy
Anne 475-4120 . • call SPC 472-5478 or •

• Peace Action 478-7442 •
People for Animal Rights • • • • • • • • • • • •
Business Mg, 6:30 PM, call Cuba Solidaarity Mg, 7:30 PM
488-PURR for location. .at Plymouth, call Doug at471-

5749.
Central America/ Caribbean

15 16 17 Coalition monthly potluck mtg .,
6 PM, Plymouth Church, Call 19

Every Tuesday: Gay, Lesbian, Paul 478-1592 Every Thursday: Lesbia & Gay
• Every Sunday.

	

• Bisexual Student Assoc. social . Youth Support group for ages
•

	

People's 60 Minutes .

	

• 8 :30pm-mid . 750 Ostrom Ave. 18 14-21 meets at Women's Info
•

	

• 'AlEvery Mon:

	

home with a Ctr, 601 Men St. Call for time
Adelphi Cable Ch . 3,

	

•Poet"• storeytelling, powtry, Every Tuts : Support & Self- Witness for Peace Annual mtg, 422-9741.
8pm . Produced by myths, Adelphia Cable Ch . 3, Education Group for Parents & 6PM Potluck at Plymouth, Call•

	

•

• Syracuse Peace

	

•
Council .

10 PM. Friends of Gay People meets at
Plymouth Church, 232 E .

,
Donna 478-4001.
Homeward Connectoin•

	

•
Martin Luther King' s B-Day Onondaga St . 7:30pm. 474- Catholic Charities Training
Observed by US government 4836. Session, 1654 W Onondaga

St., 6-9 PM, 424-1821

26• • • • • •
Peace Newsletter•
Mailing Party at

• SPC, 924 Burnet •
Ave, 5-7 PM Free

NAACP general mtg. 7pm

	

•Pizza! All Wel-
NAACP Office, 1125 S. Salina . 0 come.
422-6933.

22 !3 84 25

13 14

80 81

Every Sunday: Volunteer
servers needed for dinner at
Unity Kitchen. 520pm . Call
Ann at 475.6761.

29 30
People for Animal Rights
Business Mg, 6 :30 PM, call
488-PURR for location._

Every Mon : "At Home with a
Poet" storytelling, poetry,
myths. Adelphi Cable Ch. 7.
10pm .

31

Haiti Solidarity Week, Event
T.B.A., Call Ann 478-4571



Company Town
Conflict of Interest, or Harmless Hobby?

SO Here it is. AI Bianchetti, the public relations
guy at Niagara Mohawk (you know him, he's the one
who, year after year, tells us things like "the nuclear
plants are safe, the accident was below regulatory
concern, the cracking at the plant is fixed" and "the
Mescalero people want the high-level nuclear waste
dump on their land" (see page 15 of this PNL for info).

Sure . So anyway, it turns out that Al, who was a
reporter for the Syracuse Post-Standard (P-S) before
taking the job at Niagara Mohawk, is still a contributing
writer for the P-S. Al "contributes" to the Orange Insider: the
Complete Weekly Guide for Syracuse University Basketball

	

the job.
and Football. AI writes a column called "The Last Word,"

	

O a 6

	

Well, it must just be us, 'cause Mike Hendricks at the Albany
which we find a rather ironic title choice for AI considering
his big boss at the Nukes.

As I said, we knew he still worked for the P-S but
chalked it up to another glimpse at the Old Boy's Network
in a Company Town . We also knew that the editors at the
Post don't think it's a problem 'cause all Al writes is sports so it's
a question of political apples and oranges . I guess nobody told
the folks at the P-S that in this town, everything is oranges.

Perhaps if we, like Al, were members of the
Oswego Press Club, a membership based on his
work as a journalist, we would more clearly under-
stand the fine line between conflict of interest and
"no problem."

�41,11.044t Pa G'owret,l
924 Burnet Ave .

	

=
Syracuse, NY 13203
(315) 472-5478

0,001.1ttsc44m.y. Coil
Pltmu SuGso)4I 02/r

Educate, Agitate, organize

What we just found out, however, is that Al is also a
"stringer " for the local Associated Press (AP) office . The AP
office can be considered Syracuse's window to the outside world
of print media . When questioned, Bill Kates, the director of the AP
news office assured our source that this was no conflict . After all,

he's "played basketball with Al for 20 years ." According to Mr.
Kates, ef( Al does is come to the games and keep statistics.
Harmless . Apples and oranges . I guess we can believe him that
they never discuss their day jobs while at the games, and I guess
that when something goes down at one of the plants, Mr . Kates
would hesitate to contact AI because of their personal relationship,

or at least question any information he receives from his old friend on

media

AP office, the director of regional AP reporters, doesn't
understand our problem either . He, too, seems to think our
fruity logic is rotten.

So I guess we'll have to keep asking around until someone
can explain this clear case of in-appropriate journalistic be-

havior a little more clearly. Perhaps I'll call Rush L. imean, I know that
he's no longer spokes-man [sic] for orange juice, but he's probably
still real clear on the whole citrus/old-boy's-club-thing . And if anyone

knows fruity logic and bad journalism, it's Rush.
And if you aren't a Rush-head and you want to call the

editors at the P-S (Rosemary Robinson, managing Editor,
470-2201) or the AP office (Bill Kates, 471-6471),go right
ahead . Unlike some folks in town, we like to think people can
think, and act, for themselves .
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