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In This Issue:
19% marks the Peace Council's 60th

Birthday . That's right, 60 years ago a bunch of
people with nothing better to do, who prob-
ably didn't have jobs, who couldn't afford to
love it or leave it, and who probably didn't
understand what it means to be "number one!"
decided to form the Syracuse Peace Council.
Go figure.

Anyway, to celebrate the beginning of
our big 60, we've hidden pennutations of the
number 60 throughout the newsletter. In fact
you may find it right away in the article on the
School of the Americas, or perhaps the article
on Beijing, or maybe the Peace Train, or it
could be the number of media people, or the
number of words on the MLK poster, or how
many people it takes to paint over a mural, or
buy all the radio stations, or to spread ho-
mophobia.

Well, if you're the first to identify all the
ways that the number 60 is used in the PNL,
that's cool. You don't actually win anything.
In fact, most likely nothing will happen at all
except that self-satisfied feeling which you
can apply generously to the new year.

The Peace Newsletter (PNL) is published
monthly by the Syracuse Peace Council . SPC,
founded in 1936, is the oldest community-based
peace and justice organization in the United States.

The PNL strives to serve some basic func-
tions as the internal organ of SPC and as a forum for
articles which discuss issues of concern to the
peace movement. The opinions expressed in the
PNL reflect the diversity of opinions within SPC
itself. While we are not able to print every possible
viewpoint, we do welcome letter and article sub-
missions as well as suggestions and assistance.

The PNL has very reasonable ad rates ; call
or write for our rates. Movement groups are free to
reprint articles and graphics, but please give cred-
its . For-profd groups, please inquire.

The PNL is available on microfilm from
University Microfilms, Inc., 300 N . Zeeb Rd., Ann
Arbor, MI 48106.

Subscriptions are $12 a year in the U .S .,
$15 In Canada and Mexico and $25 overseas . The
institutional rate is $15. The PNL is free to prisoners
and low-income people . Your organization, co-op,
etc . can receive 5-25 PNLs each month . Our circu-
lation is 4500.

Contributions to SPC beyond PNL sub-
scriptions support our activist programs . We al-
ways need your support. Peace Newsletter/Syra-
cuse Peace Council, 924 Burnet Ave, Syracuse,
NY 13203.
PNL Distributors

Liz King, Joy Meeker, Darlene Veverka,
Pat Hoffman, Elinor Cramer, Chuck Durand,
Rich Zalewski, Duane Hardy, Millie Webb, Brian
Dominic
Mailing Party Helpers
Chris Spies-Rusk, Chuk Durand, Gene Ann,
Donna Hoffman, Marge Rusk, Frederic Noyes
February Issue Deadlines
Articles Jan 11
Ads Jan 11
Calendar Items Jan 18
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About the cover: School of Assassins
photo by Jo Anne Lingle, design by Bill Mazza

This is the second PNL cover featuring the notorious School of the Americas.
We were certainly hoping when we printed the first one in January 1994 that the
school would be dosed by now and we could dedicate the cover to something sappy
like flowers, big-eyed children or black-velvet dogs playing poker (certainly would
have been a PNL collectors item) . But unfortunately the US government is still funding
them and they seem to be going strong . We can certainly celebrate, however, the
greater awareness in the US population as to the existence and purpose of SOA . A
very lot of real hard grass-roots-type work has managed to bring SOA into a national
debate, and pulling this little critter out of the shadows is a good thing any way you
stack it, yes-siree Bob!

The most disturbing SOA gossip I've been privy to recently was at the fund-
raiser for the Ken Saro-Wiwa Working Group (see SPC Page, page 4, this PNL),
where one of the organizers mentioned that members of the oppressive military
regime in Nigeria are trained at SOA, among other doom, death and disaster US
training bases . The US chooses the funniest things to export . ..

Anyway, never wanting to disappoint our faithful readers, thanks to mis-
guided US government funding we can't give
you the poker-playing dogs, but the first 100
subscribers in 1996 will receive a hand-painted
black velvet painting of our own Ed Kinane
brandishing a rifle at the entrance to SOA . Just
fill out the subscription form and mark the box
that says "YES! I want a black velvet Ed" and
we'll do our very best to get that right out.
McDonald's employees or family of McDonald's
employees need not apply . All winners will be
announced during the Superbowl half-time
show.
— Bill Mazza

Ed IGnane: never photographed with Elvis . ..

January 1996
PNL 639
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A Big Plowshares
Thank-You!

THANKS TO EVERYONE who vol-
unteered their time at our 25th anniversary
Plowshares Craftsfair . Attendance was
up over the previous two years and we
received many encouraging comments
from people who enjoyed the weekend.
We still have 25th anniversary t-shirts and
yes, kitchen magnets, available at the
Peace Council . The craftshow is a major
fundraiser for the Peace Council and this
year's show generated about $4000 . This
money goes a long way!

Ken Saro-Wiwa Working Group
Forms in Syracuse Area

On Saturday, December 9, myself and
elana levy (another contributing editor to the
PNL) attended a "Fund-raiser for Democracy
andHumanRights inNigeria ." The event was
a house party (in this case an apartment) and
consisted of the video "The Drilling Fields,"
the distribution of literature, a question and
answer period and assorted food and drinks. It
was sponsored by the recently formed Ken
Saro-Wiwa Working Group, a local organiza-
tion in contact with the US Nigerian Demo-
cratic Front.

The video "The Drilling Fields" was
produced in London in 1994, well before the
political executions ofnine activists, including
Ken Saro-Wiwa, by the Nigerian government
(see 12/95 PNL) . As such, it dramatically
documents the corporate, political and envi-
ronmental conditions which allowed such an
act to occur.

Shell Oil controls over 90% of Nigeria ' s
crude oil exports (50%of US crude comes from
Nigeria), and has drastically impacted Nigeria's
economy and environment since it struck oil
there in 1958. The film clearly depicts the
competition between a multinational corpora-
tion and what was once an agrarian economy.
There is extensive footage of farmlands which
will be unusable for generations, appalling
living conditions resulting from toxics and
spills, and numerous interviews with Nigerian's

The numerous volunteers include the
following: Sue Strunk, Dick Keough,
Nancy Rhodes, Mary Maples, Gloria Cox,
Gary Weinstein, Jackie Jackson, Jan
Phillips, Lynn Woehrle, Debra Douthit,
Dik Cool, Connie Walters, Linda Perla,
Barb Kobritz, Daniella Levy-Salzman,
R'anne, Joan Goldberg, Carol Simson,
Mark Robinson, John Raes, Fran Lawlor,
Brent Bliere, Rosemary Dacko, Diane
Graft', Paul Pearce, Carol Baum, Cad
Mellor, Diane Cass, Chuck Durand, Carol
Resnick, Dhalia Sapon-Shevin, Kathryn
Travalee, JoAnne Bakeman, Dorothy
Money, Frederick Noyes, Sarah Hogan,
Leroy Darby, Dee, Lanny Freshman, Lucas
Freshman, Daniel Freshman, Amy
Zamkoff, Mary Jane Monsour, Mary Ann
Keenan, Anna Enos, James, Lance

about their daily conflicts with the company
or the government which supports their in-
terests.

In particular the video focuses on the
struggles of the Ogoni people, and so offers
context to the recent executions . Interviews
with Ken Saro-Wiwa help document the devel-
opment of the Movement for the Survival of
Ogoni People (MOSOP) . There are numerous
examples of how quickly the Nigerian govern-
ment crushes any popular resistance, often
calling up the police or the military to act
directly in the interests of Shell. Graphic foot-
age of razed villages, wounded survivors and
the bodies of dead "civilians" leave lasting
impressions of the intensity of this people's
struggle for democracy in their land. Again and
again voices demand to be heard, and demand
reparations for the destruction of their lives and
their lands.

If you are interested in contacting the Ken
Saro-Wiwa Working Group, you can call the
Peace Council (and we will get you in touch) or
you can write to them c/o Ibrahim Rubama,
Regency Tower Apts, 770 James St . #602,
Syracuse, NY 13203 . The video will be avail-
able if you would like to sponsor a house party
on your own. We have a transcript of the film
available at the office for copying. It will also
be shown on SPC-TV at some time in the
hopefully near future, so watch your PNL for
more info.

And remember. ..
BOYCOTT SHELL!

— Rill Mazza

Hogan, Amanda Hogan, Hanah
Ehrenieich, Margaret Wehrer, Kate
Corcoran, Jeanne-anne Mader, Stephanie
Cross, Darlene Ververka, Marge Rusk,
Lois Nedham, Sue Mihalyi, Brian
Caulfield, Terri Hargrave, Lisa Saile, Jen-
nifer Manwell, Brian Dominick, Joy
Meeker, Liz, Helen Carter, Nick Orth,
Ron Shuffler, Karen Hall and everyone
else we forgot to mention.

We'd like to also thank all those folks
who entertained us with music, theater,
dance and song . This year's Plowshares
Committee worked hard throughout the
year to put on this show . Bravo to Karen
Kemey, Barb Floch, Rae Kramer, Mardia
Warner, Paul Pearce, Beth Mosley, Andy
Molloy and Margaret Williams.

- Andy Molloy

Front Room
Bookstore

Wouldyoumiss the FrontRoomBook-
store if it closed? That's the only prerequi-
site for attending our Future of the Front
Room meeting on Thursday, January 11 at
7 PM at the Syracuse Peace Council.

The Front Room has been many things
over the years, but those things have al-
ways included a community resource for
alternative literature, a way to educate your
self and yet another chance to support SPC.

In its current incarnation the Front
Room is being piloted through the holidays
by a small group, of volunteers who have
pledged to get to January, take a big breath,
and then meet with you to help decide what
happens next. Should we close the Front
Room? Should it be a travelling bookstore
for special events? Should we form a na-
tional chain of Front Room Bookstores in
every mall? Okay. I made that last one up,
but you never know what might happen if
you miss this meeting!

See you there.
— Helen Carter.
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PRE SENTE !
Ten Arrested at Ft. Benning Reenacting SOA Murder of Salvadoran Jesuits
Ed Kinane

ROM NOVEMBER 11 to November 16,
people from around the country held a

vigil and fast just outside the main entrance to
Ft . Bening. November 11 is Veterans Day;
November 16 is the anniversary of the killing
in 1989 of six Jesuit priests, their co-worker
and her daughter in El Salvador.

The 3/93 UN Truth Commission Report
cited 26 Salvadoran military officers for that
atrocity. Of those, 19 were graduates of the US
Army's notorious School of the Americas.
The SOA is at Ft. Bening.

Ft. Henning is a vast awry training base
immediately south of Columbus, GA and
across the Chattahoochee River from Ala-
bama . The SOA, founded in 1946, moved here
in 1984 after being thrown out of Panama.
Using Spanish-speaking instructors, it trains
Latin American military officers in combat
and counter-insurgency skills.

We hold the six day vigil and fast to
observe the anniversary of the slain Jesuits
and to publicize this secretive school. From 10
AM to 5 PM each day, in mostly freezing or
near freezing weather, we stand near the stone
wall with its "Welcome to Fort Bening" sign.
Facing traffic, in the median between the lanes
going in and out of the base, we hold banners
like, "CLOSE US ARMY'S SCHOOL OF
ASSASSINS ." Some drivers flash thumbs up
or peace signs . A few shout obscenities or flip
us the finger.

Thirty yards north in a tiny apartment
facing the wall is the office of S.O .A. Watch,
the organization sponsoring the vigil . S .O.A.
Watch, founded by Fr. Roy Bourgeois, moni-
tors the School and since the early '90s has
been working with relentless persistence to
see it closed.

The fast and vigil end on Friday the 16th
with an 11 AM Eucharist celebrated by Fr.
Bix . The liturgy is inclusive : not everyone
taking part is Catholic. The Eucharist—or
communion—in the Catholic tradition involves
eating bread and drinking wine together . The
bread and wine, consecrated bya priest, is said
to be transformed into the body and blood of
Jesus.

Jesus, let us recall, was an agitator and
educator among the poor in occupied Pales-
tine . He was tortured and killed by soldiers
with the connivance of local collaborators.
Together they served Rome, the prevailing
imperial superpower. In this modern era the
SOA trains such soldiers and collaborators.
They, too, kill those who work for social
justice among the poor.

At the liturgy, there are over 20 vigilers,
a reporter from the Columbus daily Ledger-
Enquirer and two TV news crews . No one
from The Bayonet, the Ft. Benning weekly,
seems to be on hand. Hovering nearby in
parked unmarked cars are plain clothes secu-
rity personnel.

After communion, one by one the names
of each of the eight victims are called out:

Ignacio EUacuria S .J.
Amando Lopez S.J.

Joaquin Lopez y Lopez S.J.
Ignacio Martin-Baro S.J.

Segundo- Montes S.J.
Juan Ramon Moreno S.J.

Elba Julia Ramos
Celina Ramos.

With each name the vigilers collectively
respond, "lPresente!" This Spanish word sig-
nifies that a martyr is resurrected and is present
among us . For each name a vigiler steps for-
ward and has theatrical blood daubed sacra-
mentally on her or his face.

Just as the eighth " presente" rings out,
two other vigilers light flares and put them by

The "Ft Benning Ten"
Arrested were: Claire O'Mara, 74 year

old Ursuline nun, New Rochelle,NY ; Roy
Bourgeois, Viet Nam vetandMaryknoll priest,
Columbus,GA; Bill ("Biz") Bichsel, Jesuit
priest and former college dean, Tacorna,WA
Catholic Worker; Jo Anne Lingle, mother of
eight, Indianapolis, IN; Bill Corrigan, WWII
veteran, Marietta,GA; Bob Holstein, trial law-
yer and former Jesuit seminarian,
Riverside,CA; Louie De Benedette, VietNam
era vet, Uncasville,CT; Ray Laport, WWII
veteran and Pax Christi staff person, Erie, PA;
Joe Zito, school psychologist, Albany,GA;
and Ed Kinane, Fordham (Jesuit) College
alumnus, Syracuse, NY.

each roadside, and two others position them-
selves facing traffic and hold aloft signs read-
ing, "CAUTION—SOA MASSACRE IN
PROGRESS .- Two others, dressed as SOA
soldiers in fatigues and camouflage jackets,
pick up cardboard machine guns . One puts a
camouflage hood over his face, and points his
gun at the communicants . Gutterallyhe shouts:
"SUBVERSIVES! UP AGAINST THE
WALL!"

At that, eight communicants each repre-
senting a specific victim, go over to the Wel-
come to Fort Benning sign, thereby entering
the base.

"Get down!" the hooded soldier shouts.
The eight shed their jackets and lay face

down in the grass, mother and daughter clutch-
ing each other. Each wears a bloodied white
blouse. The two soldiers begin executing the
eight by putting their cardboard guns to each
head The head is targeted because in the real
massacre the Jesuits—the alleged brains of
the popular resistance—had their brains blown
out and scattered across the lawn . At each
head the gun is jerked abruptly to simulate
recoil, and the soldier shouts, "You're dead!"

Soon Capt. John Doolittle from the Judge
Advocate General's office at Ft . Benning,
arrives . He is also wearing fatigues. Turning
his back to the martyrs, he reads aloud a
statement to the press and the remaining
vigilers . It says : anyone entering Ft. Henning

s with a political agenda will be subject to
arrest

cont'd on next page
Author Ed Kinane, 'dressed to !d q" at the entrance to
Ft . Benning
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Ft. Benning Arrests cont'd
from page 5

But just as we had anticipated, "they" get
clever and apparently decide not to arrest
us . . .at least not while the media's at hand. The
School of the Americas cultivates a low pro-
file .

After about 20 minutes of the victims
lying jacket-less on the ground, we activate
Plan B. The hooded soldier shouts, "Get up!"
Eachvictim gets up, and with arms raised, all
begin trudging in a column along the median.
Our destination : the SOA building three miles
into the base.

Our two soldiers follow behind brandish-
ing their cardboard guns . Accompanying us
are TV cgmera crews on foot and in a vehicle,
and at aaflame, some MPs . MPs back at the
main gate keep traffic from entering the base.
When we are less than a mile into the base, at
an isolated stretch of road, the MPs make their
move.

As they come at us, the eight victims
again go prostrate in the grass . The hooded
soldier again re-enacts the ' 89 massacre, shoot-
ing the victims in the head one by one. When
he gets to the sixth, the police shout "Stop ! "

But he keeps on. A cop grabs him, pushes
him and rips the cardboard out of his hand . It
is this scene—the executions and the cop' s
roughness—that is shown close-up on that
night's 6 o'clock news on both local TV sta-
tions .

Although we aren't handcuffed, we are
all under arrest. A blue bus pulls up to take us
to the MP compound. The tableau (captured in
a prominent photo in the next day's Ledger-
Enquirer) eerily resembles what has occurred
many times over the years on isolated roads in
Central America: soldiers stop abus and order
all the campasinos oft the soldiers then sepa-
rate out some men. . .and execute them.

Because this is the core and not the pe-
riphery of the Imperium, our fate is different
The MPs treat us courteously and hold us four
or five hours . Before being bussed off base,
we're handed ban and bar letters and given
appearance tickets : We're charged with crimi-
nal trespass. We'll be tried in Federal District
Court in Columbus, probably in the spring.

Ed, a PNL contributing editor, works with
Peace Brigades International . In fall '89,
while providing protective accompaniment
in El Salvador, he saw first-hand the terror
caused by SOA grads.

Activists reenacting the murder of the Jesuits .

'94 and'95, this yCIose the''	 : : : .

tch,

	

Best? . or.: Peace afi ;Veter-
for Peace .tf you can`t make all ten
s,comefora:day ortwa ofCongres .-
a} lobbying . The House is expected
3 voting on 'HR2652 around this.

NY contact: Ann Tiffany, 47
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Beijing Reflections
Notes From China After the UN Fourw

	

Conference on Waited'
Betty Bentley

WAS INVITED to visit Beijing by the
American Association of University

Women to attend the US/China Joint Confer-
ence on Women's Issues . My trip was cospon-
sored by the Citizen Ambassador Program of
People to People International, the China
Women's Association for Science and Tech-
nology, and China International Conference
Center for Science and Technology. I was also
able to attend part of the Non-Government
Organization (NGO) Forum on Women but
not the official UN Fourth World Conference
on Women.

The Beijing I visited in 1995, is very
different from the one I knew in 1983 . There
are far more large buildings, wide streets, four
lane roads and automobiles . The garb of the
people is more colorful and varied . I saw no
Mao jackets even on the men of some impor-
tance . The first person with whom I exchanged
business cards was a very helpful man also
flying Air China. His card proclaimed him
President of the Chinese Olympic Committee.
His clothes may well have been purchased in
the US.

In general, people seemed more relaxed
that theydidyears ago and pleased with China's
obvious economic progress . Outside the con-
ference area many of them, were eager to
make a buck. I don't know that I've seen quite
so many ardent vendors anywhere else in the
world. Someone had even tethered a well-
groomed camel near the Great Wall, charging
five yuan for photographing it . Den
Xiaophing's economic ideas have certainly
taken root.

Denied the Olympics, China was eager
for the UN Fourth World Conference on
Women and worked hard to get it. This was
aided by the fact that the Conference had been
held in Mexico, Denmark and Kenya, and it
was time for it to be in an Asian nation . The
Peoples' Republic went all out to make del-
egates welcome. There were signs lettered in
red in the airport and hotels welcoming the
Conference . Those in the airport were done in
lights and changed frequently form F.nglish to
Chinese and from one message to another . For

example: WELCOMETOBEIJING.MAYTHE
FOURTH WORLD CONFERENCE BE A
GREAT SUCCESS . ENHANCE WOMEN'S
SOCIAL POSITION. WARMLY WELCOME
WOMEN DFJ .EGATES FROM ALL OVER
THE WORLD . MAY OUR FRIENDSHIP BE
LONG AND LASTING. . ..

While welcoming, the People's Republic
appeared to be very much on the defensive—
with reason. It expects and
fears attack from the outside There was much concernworld. It knows its problems
withhumanrightsandremem- expressed.. .for the
hers the Tiananmen square multiple roles womendisaster. And it is wary of
internal revolution.

	

are forced to play
Whatever the US media

may have reported on vigor-
ous efforts to restrain demonstrations at the
conferences—and I saw none of them—those
efforts were understandable. Interestingly
enough, 66 women were chosen from 300
registrants to form the first all-woman police
team. After a year of drilling, they joined a
special security task force at both the NGO
Conference and the UN Women's Confer-
ence. However, men were more in evidence
and their presence did bother some of my
colleagues .

Before I talk of China's women in con-
nection to the conference, I'd like to make one
point clear. As Betty Bau Lord noted in a
recent Amnesty International newsletter, it is
important to recognize that the Chinese people
must be differentiated from the Chinese au-
thorities.

Those Chinese I met in the Sessions of the
Citizen Ambassador Conference seemed rela-

tively free and
very friendly
one-to-one,but
when speaking
to

	

groups
tended

	

to
mouth the
party line rep-
etitiously. On

the other hand, Mme. Wu Ganmei, Secretary
General of the China Women's Association
for Science and Technology, was obviously a
strong and able woman who was used to
getting her way . Mme. Wu Ganmei addressed
and moderated the opening plenary session at
the Friendship Palace in Beijing where our
meetings were held. On several occasions she
apparently managed to alter events to her
liking. And even though she was outstanding,
she was not unrepresentative. Clearly, Chi-
nese women—and men—have not yet
achieved all their human rights and know it,
but neither have American women . It was
apparent that many Chinese intend to pursue
their rights actively, and so must we all.

Women '' have made notable strides in
China, especially in urban areas . The move
toward a market economy and toward opening
to the outside world has given women more of
an opportunity to participate in "leadership
and policy decisions," Yang Mian Mian told
us. But Li Boxi argued that (1) more attention
needs to be paid to girls' elementary education
especially inrural areas, (2) women's training
and re,oducation systems should be estab-
lishedin the process of industrialization, (3)
the government should pay great attention to
development in poverty and minority nation-
ality regions, (4) suitable conditions should be
created for women to be promoted to high
ranking officials in all kinds of fields, and
finally (5) the new social security system
should include the protection of women's

cont'd on next page
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Women's Strides cont'd
from page 7
rights . Chinese women are clearly aware of
where their major problems lie and are willing
to speak out. Solutions, on the other hand, are
harder to com by--despite governmental prom-
ises .

Women from all around the world were
outspoken about what they want to achieve.
Women from the third world, as we have all
heard by now, are often more concerned with
food than political freedom . But consistently
they wanted more participation in significant
decision-making. Of the 1 .2 billion global
poor, 70 percent are women. As M. Joan
Cromer, President Sol-optimist International
of the Americas stated, "The advancement of
women requires change—change at several
levels: societal change, community change,
organizational change and personal change ."
She concluded, "Many challenges to the ad-
vancement of women remain for our aware,
ness, advocacy and action, equal education
and training opportunities, access to quality
health care and nutrition, research focused
equally on women's health and well being,
and equal role in governance in the private
sector at all levels: local, state, and national ."

The founder and first Director of the
Women's Center on the campus of Central
Connecticut State University stressed the need
for "a supportive place for women to work
together and to perform research on women's
issues ." There was much concern expressed
by women of China, the US and elsewhere for
the multiple roles women are forced to play.
Ma Fengzhi spoke mainly about the first na-
tionwide women's hotline in China started in
1992. She stressed the need for it as women
face conflicts resulting form societal changes.
These include the pressure of their several
roles, increased competition, and un-
equal treatment from society. This non-
government hotline is mainly used by
urban women and therefore hasn't been
able to help. with family violence in the
countryside . Rural women face special
problems .

for terminal care. For them personal autonomy
and choice are particularly important . The
abstract was pointed for the 700 or so women
attending but through a misunderstanding the
paper was never given . However, I took occa-
sion to speak with a number of women on the
subject both in Beijing and at the NGO Con-
ference in Huairou. After some discussion
almost everyone acknowledged interest and
concern . Two American doc-
tors want American doctors
want to help with the Hemlock
Society's efforts to advocate
patients' rights and to educate
policy-makers. At least four
Australian women said that
they had accepted the act of the
Legislative Assembly of the
Northern Territory of Austra-
lia making voluntary physician aid -in-dying
legal . I found only a very few women who
were uncertain or opposed to the idea, always
assuming proper safeguards.

The issue is a complex one. There are
many facets needing discussion and clarifica-
tion. It involves educating physicians and fam-
ily members, improving communication be-
tween them and medical ethics structures
within hospitals,changing public policy, de-
signing suitable laws with sufficient and ap-
propriate safeguards, making sure that every
human being is able to have the best possible
medical and nursing care . No doubt it will take
many decades for most countries to provide a
good and dignified death for all citizens but,
we are convinced, that time will come and it is
important to discuss the subject now as widely
as possible.

The Conference
At the Fourth World Conference, the

Beijing Declaration was negotiated with some
difficulty. As stated:

It recognizes that the status of women
had advanced but that inequalities and
obstacles remain . It reaffirms commit-
ments to equal rights in a number of
existing agreements: ensuring fuN imple-
mentation of human rights of women and
the girl child ; and empowerment and

advancement of women, includ-
ing the right to freedom of
thought, conscience, religion
and belief.

In its Paragraph 293, the
Platform for Action, also negoti-
ated with difficulty, calls for com-
mitments by governments and the
international community . As a re-

sult, many countries agreed to specific com-
mitments . Among them, the US committed to
establish a White House Council on Women
to implement the Platform and a six year $ 1 .5
billion initiative to fight domestic violence
and other crimes against women.

At the closing plenary session the US
stressed its commitment to women's empow-
erment and noted that Nairobi should be
thought of as a compass and Beijing as a
detailed map for achieving equality, develop-
malt and peace. Secretary General Mongella
said "that there is no going back," and "that the
journey of a thousand miles begins with one
step."

Now as time continues to pass, it be-
comes clear that most of the important points
the women were making in Beijing and
Huarirou are no longer uppermost in people's
minds . We can only hope that the world—and
its women—will take seriously the words of
Khynying Supatra Masdit, who opened the
1995 NGO Forum on Women, "All issues are

women's issues . . .With our active par-
ticipation, the 1995 NGO Forum on
Women will be remembered as the
turning point not only of women's
determined efforts toward equality
but also for the rest of humankind's
vigorous resolve to work toward a
truly just and peaceful world."
As the women of many nations sang
again and again, we too sing, "Keep
on moving forward, never turning
back, seeking women's freedom . . . ."

Betty is the President of the

	

40
Hemlock Society of CNY and the
editor of the US / China Peoples'
Friendship Association newsletter.

Euthanasia
My interest in the human right to

live and die with dignity led me to present
to the people of Citizen Ambassador the
abstract of a talk for one of the sessions
on "Rethinking How We Die." Women,
as I pointed out, are usually responsible
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Riding the Peace Train to China
"Crossing the Borders" for Peace, Development and Equality
Anna Snyder

T HE PEACE TRAIN was sponsored by the
Women 'sInternational League for Peace

and Freedom (WILPF) . The history of WILPF
began with women crossing borders to advo-
cate for peace, co-operation, justice andfree-
dom .In 1915, more than 1,000 womenfrom 12
countries crossedthe borders oftheirwarring
countries to meet together in the Netherlands.
Eight decades after that historic "crossing of
borders" WILPF organized a "crossing of
borders" for peace, development and equal-
ity—the peace train. The peace train started
its 22dayjourneyonAugust 7, 1995 inHelsinki,
Finland, the site of the annual WILPF Con-
gress (August 1-6), and carriedover20 women
and men from around the world to the 4th UN
World Conference on Women.

For a while there, I didn't think I was
going to get to go. I'd been fund-raising for
almost a year. I had gone to four conferences
in preparation for the Beijing conference . I
had studied the history, registered, applied for
visas, done everything I was supposed to do.
But at the last minute, the obstacles for getting
a visa to enter China seemed insurmountable.
The Chinese Embassies in New York and in
Washington were saying no visas for the
Beijing Conference participants until mid-
August, and I had to leave the States on July
31 . I was panicked, but I ended up gambling,
along with the rest of the peace train partici-
pants, that somehow we would get our visas.
And we did. Thanks to the hard work and
politicking of the WILPF staff, we got a group
visa at the Chinese Embassy in Helsinki.

It was puzzling to me that the Chinese
government would make it so hard to get into
China . I knew that China tended to control
anyone who might dissent but, really, what
was so threatening about little of me? What
could possibly be dangerous about a group of
women—well, feminist peace activists—trav-
elling on a train? We weren't planning on
doing civil disobedience or demonstrating in
the streets. What was the big deal? When I
arrived in Helsinki, some of the older WILPF
members were laughing and proudly claiming
the label "dangerous woman ." They had had a

border and the bor-
der guard had forgotten to give us our pass-
ports . They stopped the train and we waited for
the Russians to fly the passports by helicopter
back to us . Not too long ago it might have been
an international incident.

At St. Petersburg, we climbed on the
Russian train that would be our home for two
weeks . I discovered we were 232 passengers
from 42 countries and 70 Russian staff in 17
cars—three dining cars and two empty cars for
workshops and meetings. One third of the
passengers were North American, one third
were WILPF members, and there were a dozen
male passengers . I found that many of the
passengers were retired women who were or
are peace activists. There were also many
independent women from the media. Besides
a number of journalists, there were three film

crews. Some of the students on board took part
in the "rolling school," a university level course
taught on the train.

Life on the train soon became very busy.
Days were filled with workshops, wagon meet-
ings, meal shifts, interviews, exercise hours,
singing and sewing groups, writing in jour-
nals, briefings on our stopovers, classes in the
"rolling school," attempts to do laundry, end-
less border control, packing for the next stop-
over and long talks or parties in our cabins that
lasted until the wee morning hours . There was
hardly time to sit and watch the countries roll
by . I should have known that if you get a
couple of hundred activists together on a train
with nothing to do, very soon the train would
be very organized with educational work-
shops and process meetings.

Although there were times when I wanted
to jump out of the window, it was not out of
boredom. Because of conversations and con-
flicts that had started at the WILPF Congress
in Helsinki, we had excellent workshops on
racism and fascism. There was also a series on

alternative economics
and another on war and
conflict . A special
event was a wedding

us celebration of a
Sudanese woman
whose marriage con-
tract was signed in

Cairo while she was on the train . We cel-
ebrated with belly dancing and by painting our
hands with henna designs . But the best parts
for me were the long conversations that re-
sulted in deep connections.

WILPFhad arranged our route to set up or
strengthen ties with women's groups in East-
em Europe. Our roundabout route took us
through Russia, Ukraine, Romania, Bulgaria,
Turkey and back around the Black Sea to the
Ukraine, then up to Moscow and down to
Kazachstan through to China . The stops were
always very much anticipated and always too
short, usually by a day and a half to two days.
A hot shower had never felt so good.

Interactions with women's groups en route

cont'd on next page

history with that label . Some of their first
leaders had been labeled as "dangerous
women" by the US government and it was
with pride that they sent out fliers inviting
people to join the "dangerous women of
WILPF ."

I cannot describe the elation I felt when I
arrived at the Helsinki train station . I couldn't
believe I was actually going to board the train
to St. Petersburg, Russia. This was the mo-
ment we had all been waiting for. The platform
was swarming with women. There were songs.
Two women were doing their own theater
piece as a send-off. Reporters were doing
interviews, video cameras reeling. A bunch of
us danced with excitement. Finally, the train
left and we were on our way to the former
Soviet Union.

Within a couple
of hours ourGerman This tight security deeply
tourguidethreatened impressed me. The Chinese
to pull the brake on government clearly saw
thetrain : thetrain had

as dangerous women.crossed the Russian
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Grand Tour cont'd from
page 9
provoked complex reactions. On the one hand,
some womenfeltdissatisfied becauseon many
of our stops we met with "elite" women—
members of parliament and high status profes-
sionals or business women—instead of"grass-
roots" organizers . Others, at times, liked the
bands on the train station platforms, police
escorts, publicity, and visits with high ranking
officials . They felt they were being taken
seriously in a way that they did not often
experience at home. Still others pointed out
the power difference between the women on
the train, given the large percentage of us from
North America and Western Europe and those
women at our stops. They felt that the "elite"
women might have servedas abuffer for those
very "grassroots" women we were anxious to
meet.

At our first stop, in beautiful St. Peters-
burg, women from both sides of the conflict in
Chechnya condemned the bombing and de-
struction of Chechnya . They called fora halt to
military activity and for the continuation of
peace talks . The Mothers of Soldiers talked
about human rights violations within the Rus-
sian army . Finally, after a woman from
Chechnya spoke, a conflict arose among the
Russian women present as to whether the
Chechnyan Republic had the legal right to
break away from Russia reminding us of the
obstacles women face forming a peace move-
ment across political alliances.

In Bucharest we met with women's groups
inside Nicolai Ceaucescu's former palace, and
found very mixed reactions to the current
situation . As we sat in this opulent setting built
on the backs of the Romanian people, women
talked about how since the fall of the dictator-
ship there was a rise in the sex industry and
about the loss of job security and childcare.
Some people's wages were higher because of
foreign investors who had bought Romania's
industries, but trade unions were undermined.
Despite their difficult situation, most women
would not have wanted to go back to the
dictatorship, but it was clearly a complex
issue .

Bulgaria already had an established
WILPF chapter, so in Sofia we encountered
refreshing candor. Before introducing speak-
ers from the former Yugoslavia, we were
given a lecture on the effects of U .S . imperial-
ism on the fonner Yugoslavia . Then two

Serbian women, who had formed a Women in
Black group in 1991 in Belgrade, spoke on
their protest against the war. They also spoke
about the range of services that they provide
including support for refugees and collabora-
tion with women's organizations in all of the
former Yugoslavian republics.

In Istanbul, a vibrant and beautiful city,
we met with a strong coalition of feminist
organizations . Much ofour energy at this stop
went toward supporting Kurdish women and
men in Turkey who are subject ,to regular
military attacks in Kurdish territories . WILPF
sent a letter to the Turkish government:

We particularly address our concern
to President Tansu Caller who has re-
ceived much acclaim as the woman presi-
dent of a very important nation . Our
Kurdish sisters and other human rights
activists are suffering discrimination, jail-
ing, and torture as a result of their call for
justice in Turkey . We ask that the Turkish
government observe civil and human
rights and engage in a peace process
rather than continued military harass-
ment.

Each stop was unique but we were also
able to find some common threads . Examples
included nuclear issues, the regional effects of
the war in former Yugoslavia and economic
effects on women in "transition" economies.
Nuclear issues were particularly important in
the former Soviet Union. Women in St. Peters-
burg called for an end to French nuclear test-
ing and emphasized the need for disarmament.
Women in Kiev and in Odessa talked about
their role in seeing to it that the Ukraine remain
a nuclear weapons free state. They empha-
sized the need for aid promised by the US in
dismantling the bombs.

Women in Kiev and in Almaty,
Kazachstan spoke movingly about the irradia-
tion of their land, their water and their bodies
from the Chernobyl disaster in Kiev and from
Russian or Chinese testing in the deserts near
Almaty. Speakers in both Romania and Bul-
garia brought up the devasting economic ef-
fect (a loss of $20 million worth of trade in the
region) that the embargo on former Yugosla-
via is having on their vulnerable economies.
They emphasized that the embargoes are hurt-
ing the people, not Milosevic.

One of our biggest adventures came
when we arrived in Odessa. There we learned
that the Chinese railway authority had con-
tacted both the Kazachstan and the Ukrai-

nian railways and rear-
ranged our trip for us. This
meant we would stay longer
in the Ukraine, not stop in
China as planned, and, most
importantly, arrive two days late for the World
Conference in Beijing. WILPF used their new
contacts in the Ukrainian Parliament to nego-
tiate with the Ukrainian railway, and peace
train participants faxed their various Embas-
sies in China to urge that they lobby the
Chinese . In the end, we did not stop in north-
west China, and we were forced to stay longer
in the Ukraine and in Russia . However, we did
get into China and to the conference on time.

By the time we reached the border of
China, tensions ran high. We thought we would
just transfer from the Russian train to the
Chinese train, but instead our bags were
searched, literature was examined and some
people were photographed . Once we got on
the Chinese train, security guards, who we
later learned were housed in two plush cars at
the end of the train, roamed the corridors . The
doors between cars were locked. One of the
passengers had a visa that had expired the day
before, and she wasn't allowed to enter the
country. She was immediately put on a train
back to Almaty.

The next day the train was in an uproar.
Tensions eventually lowered . A woman from
Hong Kong led a number of workshops to deal
with the high level of anti-Chinese sentiment,
but the absence of our friend remained a sore
point.

As we traveled across China, we began to
notice that every platform of every train sta-
tion our train passed through had been cleared
of people. This guaranteed that we would have
no contact It took four days to cross China and
reach Beijing.

This tight security deeply impressed me.
The Chinese government clearly saw us as
dangerous women. So dangerous, in fact, that
they had gone to great lengths to keep us
isolated and under control. Maybe I have been
underestimating the power of feminist move-
ments. Maybe my being ignored or ridiculed
at home is deliberate, and maybe I have bought
into the system of silencing by believing that
because my movement receives little public
attention, I have little power. It has taken a trip
across the globe to make me think that perhaps
I am a bit more dangerous than I thought

Anna Is a graduate student in SU's
Maxwell School and a member of the PNt
editorial committee. Anna's article on the

NGO Conference was published in the 1 1 /95
PNL
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Getting the Word Out
One Activist's Experiences Working With the Media

D URING THE PAST year I have been
exploring ways to get some of the infor-

mation from the left/alternative press to the
public via the mainstream media. This is a
necessary step if we ever hope to see our views
become mainstream.

I began by writing letters to the editors of
the local media . When I started, I wrote one
letter a week, made copies and sent them to
Syracuse's two dailies, the Syracuse New
Times, local TV stations, and my local Con-
gressional Representative. For the first couple
ofmonths I found one of my letters appearing
somewhere every week.

Following my initial success, however,
things started drying up. Suspecting that edi-
tors had begun to recognize my name and
didn't want to print my letters so often, I began
to rotate my mailings so that a different letter
went to a different media outlet each week.

I was during this time that a Syracuse
Herald-Journal editor phoned me. He was
calling to ask for a reference for one of my
letters. He felt that the argument in my letter
(regarding welfare and out-of-wedlock birth-
rates) would be strengthened if Icited a source.
I was pleasantly surprised by his effort to help
make my letter more effective and took advan-
tage of the opportunity to ask him about the
best way to get published. He told me that the
newspaper staff tries to give everyone a fair
shot at being printed and therefore are unlikely
to print letters from the same person more than
once every five or six weeks . Exceptions do
occur, for example, when a letter writer hits a
hot news topic. He also told me that letters on
national or international issues are more likely
to be printed if they have a local angle . In
addition, being brief and to the point is
helpful. He expressed appreciation that
I limit my letters to 200 words and
make only one point, a difficult
task at times . Letters must in-
clude the letter writer's name,
address and phone number al-
though you may request that
this information not be printed.

The next area I explored
was television . When I first

started writing letters to the editor, I routinely
sent copies to the local TV stations . I knew that
WTVH-5 had a Letters feature and just hoped
for the best elsewhere . I was again pleasantly
surprised when I received a letter from the
station manager at WSTM Channel 3 . He told
me that, while Channel 3 news programs did
not have a Letters feature per se, I would be
welcome to contact Laura Hand (477-9428)
about taping a Viewpoint segment After play-
ing phone tag with Laura, I finally reached her.
She told me to send her a script of what I
wanted to say. I did that and within a few
weeks I was in the studio for a taping . Subse-
quently, during one week this past June, Chan-
nel 3 aired my one minute editorial on Bernie
Sander's (D-Vt) alternative to the Republi-
cans' Contract With America follow-
ing four separate newscasts.

I found Laura Hand supportive of
my efforts, and I would encourage oth-
ers to take advantage of this opportu-
nity to air alternative viewpoints. Hang
in there trying to get through to her. She
appeared tohave too much to do and, as
I experienced, you might have to play
phone tag for a while.

Talk radio programs, in which listeners
call in and speak on the air, can be an effective
means of getting our opinions out to a wider
audience. In Syracuse the only option I'm
aware of is WSYR-570AM. Joe Galewaski
(10 AM-1 PM Monday-Friday) and George
Kilpatrick (7 PM-9 PM Sundays and Wednes-
days) both host issues oriented talk shows . Joe
Galewiski tends to be more conservative . He
did, however, give me the opportunity to dis-
cuss military spending at length with his guest
from the Naval Reserve when I phoned the
program recently . The number to get on the air
for both programs is 421-9797. I have found it
fairly easy to get on the air.

WHEN-620 AM has a talk radio pro-
gramming but recently switched to an all sports

format. This arena should not be dis-
missed by activists . Competition,

women in sports, and the use
of Native American imagery
in team names are all topics
that could be discussed on these
programs. The presence of the

Atlanta Braves and the Cleve-
land Indians in this year' s World

Series generated much discussion.
When I first started writing letters to

the editor, I experienced what might be called
writer's block. It had to do with the fact that my
first words written were not the beautiful prose
I imagined theywould be . I also worried about
what my friends and others would think. I
managed to handle the first block by breaking
my task down to manageable steps, the first
step being simply to put "something" down on
paper. Later I went back and rewrote things the
way I wanted. As for the second block, by the
time my words made it into print, I was pretty
happy with them and my friends have gener-
ally been appreciative of what I'm saying.

I've found that these issues come on even
stronger when it comes to speaking on TV or
radio . When calling a radio talk show there is
no chance to go back and rewrite what you've

said. Besides, prior to speaking on
the air, you're usually on hold a while,
a process guaranteed to increase ner-
vousness . The only cure I can think of
for this is practice. As a way of get-
ting used to the whole process of
talking on the radio, I've found it
helpful to call shows to discuss non-
controversial topics. There are plenty
of shows about sports, gardening and

automotive maintenance where one can get
this experience.

Finally, there's basic press work . Given
the proper angle, any event can be tuined into
a news or human interest story. Trips to places
like Haiti or Central America can grab people
more if the human elements are presented . I
believe that one of the reasons the O . J . Simpson
story so dominated the media for the past year
and ahalf is that it was primarily a human story
about a man that many people felt they knew.

If we can present the stories of the people
we meet during our travels, as well as what
goes on inside of us, I believe we can grab
people'shearts and gain support for our causes.
In addition, the more we can do to make
reporters' jobs easier (write press releases,
provide background materials, give adequate
notice, be punctual) the more likely our stories
will be covered.

Given the current right wing onslaught on
the airwaves, we need to take advantage of
every opportunity to make our views and
experiences available to the public. Good luck!

Richard Gardner is a long time on 4b
again offagain activist, working to change
the political mood of the country through
tactics like those discussed in this article.

Richard Gardner

1/96 Peace Newsletter 11



Martin Luther King, Jr.
January 15, 1929 - April,4, 1968

I tried to listen to
the public voice of our time
tried to survey our public space
as best I could
- tried to remember and stay
faithful to details, not
precisely how the air moved
and where the clock's hands stood
and who was in charge of definitions
and who stood by receiving them
when the name of compassion
was changed to the name of guilt
when to feel with a human stranger
was declared obsolete.

- Adrienne Rich

. . .when we show what we see,
they will discern the inevitable:
We do not worship them . ..

In short, we who write, paint, sculpt, dance or
sing
share the intelliaence and thus the fate~:t{iS'•~"..~'+,''!r:?K, .:iCv'^vv ,̂:s .. :i. :.S'~..̂'':J%fn



We are not different from them,
neither above or below,
outside nor inside.
We are the same.
And we do not worship them.

We do not worship them.
We do not worship their movies.
We do not worship their songs.
We do not think their newscasts
cast the news.
We so not admire their president.
We know why the White House is white.
We do not find their children irresistible;
We do not agree they should inherit the earth.

- Alice Walker

The dispossessed of this nation - the poor, both
4 ► white and Negro - live in a cruelly unjust society.

They must organize a revolution against that
injustice, not against the lives of the persons who
are their fellow citizens, but against the structures
through which the society is refusing to take means
which have been called for, and which are at hand,
to lift the load of poverty.

- Martin Luther King, Jr. - 1967

The Syracuse Peace Council January, 1996
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Local Muralist Censored by City
Syracuse Parks and Rec Paints Over Political Mural
Liz Ramirez

T IS WEDNESDAY and I am sitting in the
La L.U.C.H .A. office taking care of busi-

ness for the day, when suddenly a soft spoken
gentleman, with salt and pepper hair appears.

"Hola," he says "Hola. Como estas? " I
answer.

"Quierrohablaralgoconustedes, " (I want
to speak to you guys about something) . "Piles
clam como no," I reply (Of course, go on).

His name was Juan Cruz, and he spoke in
a thick Puerto Rican accent. His was a voice
that took me back to the old school . Each line
on his honey colored skin had a story to tell . He
looked deeply into my eyes. His voice was full
of pain. Juan Cruz is an artist . This past sum-
mer he was commissioned by the Parks and
Recreation Commission to paint a mural on
Syracuse's West Side (a severely economi-
cally depressed area with the highest concen-
tration of "minorities"). For six weeks he
worked with several neighborhood kids . They
painted four panels : African Americans work-
ing on a chain gang, Latinos working barefoot
on a farm among hogs and chickens, Native
Americans wearing feathers in their headbands
and carrying bows and arrows and the Statue
of Liberty wearing the American flag . Her
hand covered her eyes.

Some days he would find parts of his
work covered in graffiti . Why was this hap-
pening? The kids graffiting the panels didn't
understand why he was painting these horrible
images . They approached Juan one day and
asked him. "Yo, why you putting black people
in chains? That's fucked up! That's not the
way it is man." Juan carefully put down his
paint brushes and wiped his hands on his old
shirt. "You see this? It's based on the work of
William Henry Johnson, a famous African
American artist . It represents the way things
were . I'm putting this here so that we can
understand the way things used to be—so that
we will never be that way again."

Through dialogue Juan and the neighbor-
hood kids came to an understanding . The
mural represented a part of our recent past : the
physical and mental oppression in an age
where African Americans were still called

Negroes, Latinos were called spies and Native
Americans unjustly referred to as Indians.
Isn't it amazing how institutionalized .we have
become? We have forgotten that we were all
enslaved people?

Juan Cruz didn't want to paint the typical
mural : people of all colors standing side by
side holding hands on some cheesy green
lawn with pretty flowers all over the place . He
wanted to provoke thought from his art . He
wanted the kids on the West Side to say
"Damn, I wonder why
the Statue of Liberty is
covering her eye?" Isn't
that what art is for? If
art is supposed to imi-
tate life, then shouldn't
we express our every-
day reality?

When a member of
a community tries to
educate and bring forth a new perspective
through art and is censored, isn't there a prob-
lem with the so-called freedom of speech
promise that the constitution of this country so
boldly prides itself on? Can we only be free to
paint or write what is pleasing to the eye? How
often is the truth hidden from us?

If you visit the Skiddy (West Side) Park
field house, you will see nothing but blank
yellow walls. When I spoke to the Parks and
Recreation Commissioner he said, "A mural
shouldn't be divisive, especially not a public
government building. We did not hire Mr.

Cruz to put his own political agenda on the
wall. When I visited the mural I saw mud on
various parts of it. I cannot have a mural that
offends that many people ." The commissioner
was adamant about me getting all the facts
straight . "Make sure you get all sides—Juan is
going around saying all of these things to the
press." When I told him that Juan was seeking
the help of various Latino-based student orga-
nizations, he got angry.

"Well he can march in Washington for all
I care." He then
called me back ex-
plaining that it
wouldn't be fair to
involve SU students
because we only
hear one side of the
issue, and we are not
residents of the
West Side.

What I say to you is this: if we cannot
come together to rally around a brother fit the
community (by the way he is also a full time
student at SU), then what the hell are we doing
here? We students live here nine months out of
the year. Think about what you have just read.
I hope that this will help you question your
reality and decide for yourself what mode of
action you should take to uplifting your con-
sciousness . Don't let your mind be white-
washed into a neutral state of yellow nothing-
ness .

Hi, my name is Liz Ramirez. lam Chair
of Cultural Affairs for La L.U.C.H.A. at SU. I
am a senior and my major is Broadcast
Journalism. Recently, I have come across e
serious dilemma. My professors tell me I
have to lean to write news more objectively.
What the hell is objective? It means that as
a journalist ! have to pull myself and my
opinion away from the story. It makes me
crazy 'cuz I feel like a sellout. I struggle to be
ethical in my writing. I will be part of the crazy
media that everybody despises. I hope to
stay real in my convictions and report the
issues concerning my people in a positive
tnuthfullight. Pleaserememberthat the things
you hear on the radio, read in the paper or
see on TV are not complete . You must be
wondering why I want to be in this business.
I hope that l can change things just a little
bit—so people can accept their reality with
pride.

The mural represented... an
age where African Americans
were still called Negroes,
Latinos were called spits and
Native Americans unjustly
referred to as Indians.
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Pop Will Eat Itself
Micro-Radio Confronts the Monopoly of the Airwaves
Frederic Noyes

i§! E ARE LIVING in an unprecedented
time in this country's history. Never

before have so few organizations controlled
so much of our access to information. In addi-
tion, information continues to be skewed to
represent very specific interests, almost to-
tally excluding other viewpoints and voices
from across the spectrum of American soci-
ety. In Syracuse, we can be thankful for alter-
native sources of information like the Peace
Newsletter which provide a counterbalance to
the corporate version of reality. Of course the
inherent casts (and in the case of the Peace
Newsletter relying almost exclusively on vol-
unteers) prevent such publications from cov-
ering many important issues.

What is needed is a medium that can
provide a daily source of information and that
is relatively affordable to produce and re-
ceive—radio! In these days of threats to "zero-
out" public broadcasting, two relatively un-
known options might provide a badly needed
antidote to the corporate media monopoly:
Micro Radio and Community Radio . Micro
radio is a new take on the "pirate" radio
concept of broadcasting without government
permission. This solution works for those who
don't have the tens of thousands of dollars
commonly needed to build a "legitimate" sta-
tion. The Micro movement has been growing
for about a decade with the basic goal of
providing alternative programming and secur-
ing at least a portion of the airwaves for the
public that owns them . These stations gener-
ally broadcast far below the 100 watt legal
minimum.

Syracuse has at least two micro stations
that have made life a bit more pleasant for
some of us . JAM FM has been broadcasting a
variety of interesting and obscure music and
infonnation at 90 .7 FM since August, and
Franklin Park Radio has been around for al-
most two years on both the AM and FM bands.
As it is possible that every last "official"
frequency in Syracuse has been bought to
serve private interests, these stations may be
the closest Syracuse ever gets to having a
decent broadcast station again .

Community radio has actually been
around for more than four decades . There are
stations all over North America that are inde-
pendent of any network, accept no advertis-
ing, and provide a forum for the communities
they serve. They are usually staffed by volun-
teers who produce pro-
grams on a variety of
subjects integrating in-
formation, education and
entertainment into a ser-
vice for their neighbors
to enjoy and hopefully
participate in. The Com-
munity radio concept
was heard to some de-
gree on the old WAER
(FM 88) until the early
1980 's when Melvin
Eggers called . an end to
the free-form broadcasts.
Later there was the_
Radiovision project of
1991-92, which was the
precursor to the present day organization
known as Syracuse Community Radio.

Lately a number of disturbing occur-
rences have taken place indicating the current
state of democratic erosion in broadcasting:
After an initial victory in Federal court, Micro
FM challenger Free Radio Berkeley's (FRB)
appeal to the Federal Communications Com-
mission (FCC) was, not suprisingly, rejected.
FRB attorney, Luke Hiken commented:

[Title FCC's opinion reasserts the
commission's commitment to represent
solely the interests of corporate media
monopolies. In double speak, reminis-
cent of the Pentagon, the FCC suggests
by allocating spectrum space entirely to
the commercial corporate giants they
assure the greatest 'diversity of voices'.
They explicitly acknowledge that minori-
ties and the poor do not have a represen-
tative voice on the airwaves and, yet,
indicate that such a state of affairs is in
the 'public interest'.

The decision was handed down the same
week that Disney bought ABC and
Westinghouse acquired CBS . Locally, we saw
the consolidation of ownership of a number of
commercial radio stations immediately fol-
lowing ownership deregulation by our Repub-

lican Congress. No less than eight stations
have been bought out or consolidated under
the banner of a few parent corporations . Pilot
Communications paid "a mighty $12 .5 mil-
lion," according to a recent press release,
bringing their local total to three commercial

stations in this mar-
ket: 95X, 93Q and
WNDR-AM. Youcan
look far and wide for
anyone questioning
the utility of these
mergers in a nation
where music and in-
formation are merely
replicable commodi-
ties to be bought and
sold to the highest bid-
der.

The consolida-
tion of this country's
broadcasting outlets
has moved into high
gear. The number of

businesses that control the information we get
and the music we hear are steadily decreasing.
As to how this will affect programming in
Syracuse, there is little indication that any new
or innovative formats will be introduced . We
can be reasonably sure that we will continue to
receive the same repetitive, bland program-
ming we have come to know and tolerate.

It is clear that our window of opportunity
is rapidly closing. If this community wants to
have a media outlet that is operated by and for
this community, then this is the time to make
it a reality.

Contact SCR: voice 478-5215 or voice/
fax 474-9507 Email : Syrcomrad@aol .com
Additional info about Free Radio Berkeley
can be found in the October issue of Z Maga-
zine.
Don't Touch That Dial!

Frederic is a media activist the coordi-
nator of Syracuse Community Radio.

Dance Party
to benefit Community Radio

Saturday, Jan . 13, 8 pm
at 12 Rooms-4 Gallery

210 Burnet Ave in Syacuse.
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"The Thinking Is"
Re-evaluation Counseling "Comes Out" With Its Policy to End Gayness
Karen Hall & Nick Orth

OULD YOU JOIN an organization
whose goals include using a counsel-

ing technique to free people of their homo-
sexual behaviors? Silly question, right? Well,
maybe not . Both of us participated in an orga-
nization which has such a homophobic goal.

Re-evaluation Counseling (RC) hardly
needs an introduction in the Syracuse peace
community ; however, when we joined RC, we
were unaware of the structure and guidelines
RC communities operate under. For a time, we
both felt we were making positive changes in
our lives and learning helpful counseling skills.
We're writing now to inform readers about a
particularly disturbing RC policy regarding
homosexuality which Harvey Jackins, the
founder and leader of RC, recently restated in
his report to RC worldwide leaders . This policy
is not highlighted in RC introductory classes,
nor are RC (in)formed counselors likely to
bring the issue up with you when you go to
them for paid counseling/therapy.

Last spring Karen wrote an article in the
Peace Newsletter which criticized RC for its
homophobia [See 6/95 PNL] . She was then
told by the local RC leadership she could
participate in the RC community only if she
took responsibility for attacking and harming
the community with her article, asked for
forgiveness, and promised to abide by the
community's rules and guidelines . Although
some folks in the Syracuse RC community did
not agree with Karen's subsequent removal,
the community is set up in such a way that
people feel unable to challenge policies, guide-
lines or the actions of its leaders.

The hubbub surrounding Karen' s article
seems minor compared to Jackins' recent ar-
ticle. As you may have already sensed, the RC
community is quite hierarchical . Thus, even
though we have been unable to find anyone in
our local community who agrees with Jackins'
policy, it will remain in place and will be
selectively followed and enforced . We've de-
cided to quote at some length from Jackins'
report so you can get a feel for the organization
and its leader :

Officially and in the writings of Re-evaluation
Counseling, it has been stated that:

1.Re-evaluation Counseling opposes the
oppression of Gay people as com-
pletely wrong,

2. We in Re-evaluation Counseling have
a responsibility to find ways to help the
individuals saddled with the patterns
that lead to this activity to discharge
and remove such patterns,

3. We in Re-evaluation Counseling can-
not compromise with any 'identifica-
tion" of the person with a pattern which
pushes the individual towards partici-
pation in sex with people of his or her
own gender. We do not concur with
any identification of oneself as Gay,
Lesbian, or bisexual as ultimately "ra-
tional .' (Participation in same-gender
sex, and identifying oneself as Gay,
are two separate activities that some-
times occur together, but not neces-
sarily.) [italics, bold, Jackins']

Jackins explains:
[T]here are many

people in our Com-
munities, most of
them excellent lead-
ers, who for tactical
reasons still speak
of themselves as
Gay men, Lesbians
or 'bisexuals' when
speaking to other
Gay men, Lesbians
or' 'bisexuals' but
don't have sex with
a person of their own
gender. Many of
them have married and are raising chil-
dren . Often they still lead in activities for
the liberation of Gay people, and people
who are still fighting these patterns [i .e.
queer people] cherish them and follow
them loyally and support them in their
leadership.

When RC's policies are put into practice,
gay, lesbian and bisexual people counsel on
the emotional hurts they received in child-
hood, attain greater emotional health and
"freely give up" homosexual behaviors. Hypo-
critically, they strategically continue to call
themselves gay, lesbian or bisexual and con-
tinue to "work against" oppression based on

sexual preference and in order to maintain the
confidence and trust of other gay, lesbian and
bisexual RCers so that they can "counsel" us
out of our distress and irrational homosexual
behaviors.

We have spoken to some local RCers
who feel that it is possible to remain in RC
despite the stance of the international RC
leadership and guidelines . However, we have
seen profound effects of RC policy on people
who continue participation and yet disagree
with this policy . One example is RC's pseud-
onym policy in RC publications . Gay, lesbian
and bisexual people writing about gay, lesbian
and bisexual issues are required to use an
assumed name to hide their identity as a con-
dition of being published. For a time, the
Syracuse RC community refused to enforce
this homophobic policy in their local RC news-
letter . More recently, however, local RCers
have been told that the pseudonym policy will
be enforced because it is confusing when rules

are not enforced consis-
tently.

A similar en-
forcement of the closet was
in evidence at a RC Gay,
Lesbian, Bisexual andAlly
"Liberation" workshop
which took place in Febru-
ary 1995 . The workshop
organizers told our Catho-
lic hosts that the workshop
was a counseling work-
shop, not mentioning its
queer focus. After making
an initial good impression,
the workshop organizers

would in future years reveal to their hosts that
the workshop was focused on gay, lesbian and
bisexual issues. The leaders denied partici-
pants input into this decision. Group discus-
sion about it or various other aspects of the
workshop was disallowed. The thinking of the
leader was that homosexuals have individual
distress which makes them act defiantly against
leaders and structures ; hence, to critique her or
her workshop was to act out your own "stuff'
and to disrupt the workshop for everyone else.
Her approach was not to organize for the
group's empowerment but to counsel on your
personal distress.

By viewing critiques ofRC as the distress
of the individual, RC is able to squelch most
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internal resistance. In this case, assuming that
the Catholic hosts of the workshop would find
Gay Liberation problematic, the leaders de-
nied their hosts the chance to demonstrate
their possible support and denied all the par-
ticipants the opportunity to feel their hosts'
full acceptance. RC's internal homophobia
denied everyone the opportunity to connect on
an important level . And this situation rein-
forced every workshop participant's internal
homophobia because it recreated the script of
the closet : to protect myself from your disap-
proval and you from your discomfort I won't
expose my queer identity, and I will thus hold
myself back from feeling your full acceptance
and you will never feel my full trust. To
reinforce such a script in a counseling work-
shop focused on liberation is both ironic and
painful.

We both consider ourselves "outside"
RC now, and with this writing we continue to
remove ourselves, acting against RC guide-
lines by asserting that the problem lies, not
within our individual distresses, but within
RC thought and practice. RC leaders will
characterize our actions as an attack against
RC. First, because we're going "public" with
our disagreement, and second, because we
seek to promote our position to others already
in RC. So why bother if
RCers will ignore the is-
sues we raise because they
see our writing as the
symptom of our personal
stuff ? And if we are no
longer as sociated with RC,
who is our audience?

Recruiting is integral
to RC's agenda . Every
community with a local chapter is thus af-
fected by the issues we raise, and everyone
will have the opportunity to decide whether or
not to invest their energy in the organization.
Also, we find RC's international recruiting
disturbing . RCers who went to the recent
Beijing Women's Conference wrote glowing
descriptions of their ability to network at the
conference . One woman wrote, "Our folks are
taking seriously the objective of making
friends, and it's pretty to see how easily it is
happening. Women have come here to meet
people and make connections and take home
with them all the resources they can get their
hands onto assist them with the problems they

face at home." The editor of the main RC
journal, PresentTime, wrote, "the way [RCers
in Beijing) shared Co-Counseling knowledge
so thoughtfully, widely and effectively has
given me a new picture
of what is possible for
the spreading of RC ."

We don't have
enough space to ad-
equately critique the
politics of exporting
this US counseling
model for international
consumption or for its
strands of
impaialization evident
in the quotes above, but
the issue certainly de-
serves our attention.
Gay, lesbian and bisexual people in the US
have many resources available to them where
they can counter the _homophobic message
professed by RC, but the queer movement is
not as well established in other countries and
folks elsewhere may not have such ready
access for support.

Additionally, anyone familiar with even
the title of Suzanne Pharr's Homophobia:
Weapon of Sexism will recognize that

homophobia is
only one of the
exports of the RC
package . In the
same article that
Jackins reiter-
ated the RC
policy on homo-
sexuality, he in-
cluded a section

entitled "Women Organizing Men" in which
he praised women RCers for accepting his
mandate of organizing an RC men's move-
ment . He states:

The men have been confused (and
still are confused in large measure) about
the chronic patterns of sexism that have
been installed upon them . They have
needed help in having these pointed out
and contradictions offered and insisted
upon for them. The women, on the other
hand, are completely and sharply aware
of every male sexist pattern that walks
by.

Critique and self-reflection could help to ex-
pose the sexism inherent in a male leader
laying such a charge on the women in his
organization . Mandating women to organize

and change men is problem-
atic on numerous levels.
Charging anyone to change
another's patterns sets them
both up for failure, and rely-
ing on the resources of an
oppressed group to educate
their oppressors reinforces
the dynamics of power and
oppression.

Lack of reflection on these
points has led Jackins to call
for the launching of two
somewhat parallel cam-
paigns:

I call for people of color, who are now
assuming considerable strength and num-
bers in RC, to take on the challenge of
organizing and leading the white people
in RC, particularly on the issues of racism
and classism . I also call for the working-
class people in RC to begin to take re-
sponsibility for organizing and leading
the middle-class and owning-class RCers.

This reliance on the resources of oppressed
people is parallel to the unreflective attitude
which encouraged US RCers to mine for re-
sources at Beijing. As a cultural group, white,
middle class US individuals have made use of
the resources of oppressed groups . to create
our own wealth, comfort and privilege . Ask-
ing those oppressed people to now do the
necessarywork to liberate us of our racist and
classist patterns further perpetuates our rac-
ism and classism . Following a leader who
professes such racist, sexist, homophobic,
classist plans implicates the followers.

We have no desire to lay a charge or
mandate on our readers . We hope our writing
creates discussions in the community, and we
look forward to participating in these discus-
sions and actions.

Nick Orth isproudly self-identified as
gay and regularlyengages in same-gender
sexual ac tivity with his partnerMichoel, who
does not find it distressing.

Karen Hall believes critique is necessary
for growth and compassionate action.

relying on the resources
of an oppressed group to
educate their oppressors
reinforces the dynamics
of power and oppression
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Peace on Earth in Your Backyard
The desire to connect with nature is the

main reason why so many people are inter-
ested in feeding birds in their backyard . This
altruistic interest in our feathered friends not
only brings nature's beauty closer to view, it
also assists birds in their constant search for
food.

As more people stock feeders with seed
for the birds, many learn that "bird-seed" is
also sought out and relished by other wildlife
such as squirrels, chipmunks and raccoons.
Enlightened people accept this fact, realizing
that squirrels have to eat, too, and that they are
simply taking advantage of an easy source of
food.

However, other people become angry
when a squirrel empties a feeder's contents
and leaves nothing for the birds . For these
people, a squirrel-repelling additive for bird-
seed sounds like the "silver bullet" that will
make their squirerls go away. But, the hot
pepper-like powder is bothersome to use and
can create problems for both people and wild-
life .

Human and mammals' eyes can be se-
verely irritated by this product . The company
which makes the product urges people to use
caution when mixing the substance into bird-
seed and warns that filling a feeder on a windy
day could blow the powder into the user's
eyes . It must be mixed with seed in small
batches which increases the risk factor as well
as the inconvenience.

While Cornell's Lab of Orinithology does
not endorse the product, the producers claim
that is is good for birds. However, it is a non-
native substance which our North American
birds would not normally consume . This
product's effect on squirrels cannot be consid-
ered humane nor is it a practical, long-term
solution for thoses who wish to feed only
birds .

Wild bird specialty stores sell baffler
devices that will prevent squirrels from gain-
ing access to feeders when either hung above
a feeder or positioned on a police. This ap-
proach allows birds to feed freely, and squir-
rels will quickly learn that seeds found on the
ground beneath feeders will fill their bellies
very nicely. This will provide a win-win solu-
tion for people, birds and the squirrels.

—Jennifer Johnson

F F

(NOFA1

The Northeast Organic Farming Asso-
ciation ofNew York (NOFA-NY) willhold an
educational conference, "Celebrate Diversity,"
on March 9 and 10.19% at Tompkins Cortland
Community College in Dryden, New York.
During the two-day program farmers, garden-
ers and business people share theirknowledge
and skills in over thirty workshops . Thework-
shops have four themes ; beginning growing,
the business of growing, specific crops and
livestock and consumer and lifestyle issues.

Dr. Eloy Rodriguez, Professor of Envi-
ronmental Studies at Cornell University, will
address the conference on bio-diversity and
Mayan agriculture . He is currently working
with other scientists and local farmers in
Mexico to reconstruct the agriculture of the
Mayans, who used weeds to stimulate crop
growth and fend off pests.

Dr. Rodriguez has a background in zool-
ogy, chemistryand biology . His inquiries reach
.from the minute details of plant and insect
cellular chemistry, through cancer and aller-
gies in humans, to ecosystems of deserts and
tropics . Rodriguez tracks wild apes and mon-
keys in the rainforests of Latin American and
Africa, and studies the plants they use as
source of natural medicines . A project of spe-
cial interest to organic farmers is his work with
other scientists and local farmers in the Yucatan
to reconstruct crop growth and fend off pests.
His courses include medicinal natural prod-
ucts, biochemistry and medicinal diversity
and ecology. From a fahnworker background
himself, he is devoted to providing opportuni-
ties in science to 1lispanicand minority young-
sters . From 1990-1995 Rodriguez was the
Director of Science Education for KIDS, Kids
Investigating and Discovering Science, a pro-
gram designed to introduce bilingual minority
children to the natural and physical sciences.

Childcare will be available by pre-regis-
tering. Meals at the conference will be pre-
pared using NY grown ingredients and en-
compass a variety of dietary options . Register
by February 1, 1996 for an early bird discount.
For program and registration form write to
NOFA-NY, PO Box 21, South Butler, NY
13154, or call (315) 365-2299.

— Ammie Chickering

Food
Not Bombs

"Poverty is violence, and one
expression of poverty is hunger."
—Food Not Bombs by C.T . Lawrence and
Keith McHenry, available at SPC's Front
Room Bookstore.

In 1980, activists involved in the protest
against the Seabrook nuclear power project in
Massachusetts, searching for a way to connect
issues of militarism and poverty, devised an
anti-war Slogan: MONEY FOR FOOD NOT BOMBS.

The idea behind this was that food is a right
and not a privilege. In an attempt to expose
society's backward priorities, the group, which
would later become known as Food Not Bombs
(FNB) was formed . Today, FNB is active in 27
different countries and there are 112 chapters
in the United States, among the newest of
which is Syracuse Food Not Bombs.

Recognizing the potential for a politi-
cized organization to serve food to the hungry
in our area, a group of community activists set
out to establish a local FNB chapter. At this
point, Syracuse FNB is still in the process of
forming not only a collective, but also ties to
the community and other organizations . Judg-
ing from the few meetings we've already held,
energy is high and getting the group off the
ground should be both fun for us and benefi-
cial to the community.

If you're interested in becoming active,
we're looking for people to get involved in
several different aspects of Syracuse FNB.
First of all, we need donations of resources
and materials . Also, people with networking
abilities could help by connecting us with food
sources, cooking spaces and other contacts.
Mostly we need your participation in every-
thing fromplanning and organizing, to cook-
ing and serving. For more information, call
Daniel Bowers at 446-7435 . Our next meeting
will be on January 20,1996, at Happy Endings
coffee house (317 S . Clinton St., Annory
Square) at 4 PM. Everyone is welcome.

— Brian Dominick

Help the Peace Council
celebrate its 60th birthda .

Volunteer at SPC.
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Central America / Caribbean Coalition Notes, December 1995

School of the Americas:
Ed Kinane's article on the November ac-

tion at Fort Banning, Georgia appears on page
five of this PNL. Rep . JosephKennedy's bill to
close the SOA (HR 2652) needs more cospon-
sors, and will not come up for a vote until the
Spring . There will be another vigil and fast on
the Capitol steps in Washington, DC from
March 19 through March 28, 1996, and you
can call Ed (478-4571) for more information.
The vigil helps commemorate the assassina-
tionofEl Salvador'sArchbishopOscar Romero
on March 24, 1980.
El Salvador:

The Sister Community Project sent out its
quarterly newsletter at the end of November,
and a fund-raising letter went out on December
14 . Ifyou are interested in joining next Spring's
solidarity trip to La Estancia, please call Shirley
Novak at 446-6099 . You can also call her to
contribute to the development of La Estancia;
checks should be made out to MMUUS - El
Salvador. Recent reports from El Salvador
document increasing repression of grassroots
organizations and particularly, their broadcast
outlets.

Haiti:
Cynthia Balms is in Haiti this December

to monitor the presidential elections . Ann Tif-
fany (478-4571) is selling tote bags, sweat-
shirts, t-shirts and aprons which have been
embroidered by Sanette from the local commu-
nity of Haitian refugees.
Organization and Process:

CACC began a discussion of organiza-
tional and process issues . A coalition-building
committee had alreadybeen formed and it will
continue its work to develop CACC's relation-
ship with the Syracuse Peace Council and other
major organizations within the local activist
community . That committee's role will then
develop further. We continue to make CACC

decisions by means of consensus among those
who come out for the monthly meetings, under-
standing that CACC does not and cannot speak
for the individual member groups . To improve
communication, we will update our phone tree
next month. Please call Paul Weichselbaum
(478-1592) ifyou would like to be added to the
phone tree . We also agreed that CACC doesn't
need more standing committees, but will use
ad hoc committees . One such grouping will
develop ideas for a multi-country forum for the
Spring.
Coalition-Building:

Ann Tiffany gave an update on the activi-
ties of BUS (Bus riders United of Syracuse)
and Paul Weichselbaum reviewed related ac-
tivities of the Coalition for the Common Good,
regarding CENTRO. CACC participants are
particularly aware of the need fora comprehen-
sive, high-quality mass transit system from our
experiences in Cuba, Haiti, Nicaragua, El Sal-
vador and elsewhere . We are very clear that
CENTRO's problems are a community-wide
issue which affects all of us.

— Paul Weichselbaum

Animal defense

ADL
league

What destroys acres of rainforest, uses thousands of gallons of
water each day and takes 220 million lives every second? The answer:
America's appetite for meat, dairy and eggs.

Is your New Year's resolution to lose weight and get healthy?
Well, you can get fit and save the planet, too! The Animal Defense
League (ADL) invites you to the first ever Veganism educational
forum. We will be discussing the environmental, health and ethical
benefits ofa vegan (strict vegetarian) diet. It will be held on Monday,
January 22, at 7 :30 PM at the Liverpool Public Library (310 Tulip St.)
in the large conference room. Everyone is welcome, and there will be
no admission fee. So, bring your questions, concerns and your
appetites ; animal free food will be served.

The Animal Defense League is a nonprofit group working for
Animal Liberation and amore compassionate future for all creatures.
ADL uses leafletting, protests, civil disobedience and educational
forums while advocating a vegan diet and life-style. For more
information contact ADL at PO Box 6845, Syracuse, NY 13217, or
call 424-9305 .

— Nicole Rodgers

O make great bread
learn how a collective works
hang out with interesting women
drink coffee

Call the Bakery to arrange a
volunteer shift - hours flexible

ptiiCPg/
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(315) 478-6214

Meg Sullivan - Chin
MA, CSW

Certified Social Worker
Certified Reiki Practitioner

Promoting Mind, Body,
Spirit Connection

elm

EMMA
REVOLUTIONARY
S OFTWARE

Karen Hall
Aggie Lane
Aspen Olmsted

A worker cooperative specializing in point of sale and
financial systems.

509 West Fayette, Syracuse, NY 13202
(Voice & FAX) 315-478-0113 (Email) emma inc@aol .com

Erwin Reiner
Residential
Contracting

478-2998
Restoration

Renovation

Rehabilitation
Repair

passive solar
personal service

references

MARILyN A. MILLER
Mast(YCard

Divorce • Real Estate
Wills • Mediation

104 Pleasent St, Manlius

SYRACUSE
Real Food Cooperative
Many organically grown and

produced foods:
• Nuts, &sins. Sees. Whole Gain Sean Goods
• P,sdscs

	

Iles amp Egos
• cheeses

	

• cheul-F,.ereet
• Knee & Spiess

	

• Fred, Fish GsNeetsd nhssesrs
And Much Slew

618 Kensington Road
(off Westcott) 472-1385

Mon - Sat 8-8, Sun 10. 6

Dr. Howard S. Walsdorf

CHIROPRACTOR

treatments for
Neck & Shoulder Pain
Lower Back Injuries
Stress Related Pain
Chronic Ailments

465 Westcott Street
Syracuse, New York 13210

Day & Evening Hours
For Appointment Call:

(315) 422-2027

Guidance in Nutrition &
Natural Remedies

Cold and Flue Season ...
Reduce polluting gases from your furnace.
Let your furnace work less and
SAVE MONEY!

Classic Carpentry is a residential
construction firm with extensive
experience in home insulation . "We use
blown-in cellulose, a recycled newspaperpct."

	

- Joseph Branagan

Please Call Us at:

471-0324
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To the Editors,
While 1 commend Roland Miclem forhis

environmental activism [see 12/95 PNL], I

think his methods of working with the media
are misguided and reflect a lack of under-
standing of how the news media works . In
typical movement fashion he portrays the
media as adversaries . Adversaries because
they don'tproduce thenews likehewants itto
be .

Mr. Micklem wants the three local TV
stations to "define global climate change, re-
late it to the unusual heat and drought of the
past summer and do regular follow-ups on the
causes, abatement measures andpossiblecon-
sequences ."

He concludes that because they advertise
the sale of cars and motor related products, the
stations prefer silence on the issue as opposed
to producing news that would promote discus-
sion of global warning.

I haven't worked much on environmental
issues, but over the past 15 years I've been
involved with placing hundreds of news sto-
ries in the corporate-owned media on foreign
policy concerns regarding Central America
and Cuba ; on occupational safety and health
issues, and more recently on social welfare
policy issues regardent the Contract with
America.

I 've discovered that reporters are no dif-
ferent than activists . Some are very opinion-
ated and won't give you the time of day and
others are quite open and interested . Like the
rest of us, reporters care about the world and
their community, have familites and think
about the future of the environment that their
children will grow up in. Activists aren't the
only ones concerned about the future, nor are
they the only progressives .

LETTERS
To the Editors,

I attended Bread and Puppet's Syracuse
production of"EnoughisEnough : Mr. Budhoo's
Letter of Resignation to the IMF" and it "left"
me with many concepts to ponder : truly good
intentions are admirable, a concern for Peace
and Justice is an honorable endeavor and an
effort to involve community members in a
production indicates the want of an everlasting
extension betweenprofessionals and the com-
munities that are hosting them . Undeniably all
these qualities are worthwhile ones, however
they do not necessarily equal Art, success, true
involvement or enjoyment of a theatre experi-
ence.

As propaganda it did not inform its audi-
ence . We do not learn anything about Mr.
Budhoo's position in the IMF, why he finally
resigned and saw the "truth" that he was aiding
in the exploitation of Third World Peoples or if
he changed his life other than resigning. Per-
haps this is the way of propaganda to engage
people enough to want to ask more questions.
It just make me think and feel frustrated and
distant from the reality of this being a true
account. The overuse of symbolism as a means
oftelling the story did not dojustice to this flesh
and blood story of a man's life-changing deci-
sion; details matter.

While I am not sure whenor how I learned
and believed capitalist systems of government
allow and thrive by exploiting peoples of Third
World countries, (although exploitation of the
"underclass" has been in practice long before
the SYSTEM) I do not feel that the production
really provided any new "incites ." After read-
ing Jolie Rickman's article in the 12/95 PNL, I
found that I share some of the community

Peter Wirth performers' feelings of being condescended to
Syracuse, NY and exploited by this stilted production com-

pany; apparently no one need question this
authority: "Bread and Puppet explains it all to
you."

The bread and garlic spread, by the way,
fulfilled me in ways the play seemed unwilling
to .

Theresa Mantes
Syracuse, NY

Expert Alterations:
Uncompromising Art That Fits

4th Annual Members' Show at Altered Space ecl

Reception Fri, Jan 19, 7-10 PM

	

;922 Burnet Ave (315) 479-8675
Where Art & Community Come Together cP

My suggestion to Mr. Micklem and any
activist who wants to get an issue before the
public is to learn how the media works . Attend
a workship organized by Women in Commu-
nication or read a book such as Prime Time
Activism: Media Stategies for Social Change
by Charlotte Ryan.

Effective public relations on an issue
takes hard work and there are no guarantees.
I'vebeenpart of great successes, such aswhen
Hank Strunk went to Cuba with Pastores for
Peace . In a ten week period a committee
arranged over 40 news interviews and talk
show appearances on local corporate owned
media based on Hank's trip.

Other times we did text book public rela-
tions work—dotted the i's and crossed the
is—and no reporters came. Sometimes your
story just gets bumped no matter how impor-
tant you think it is.

A simple suggestion to Mr. Micklem: the
next time the New York Times publishes an
article on global warming, find a local expel
who is willing to go on talk radio. Call up a
local radio talk show to see if they are inter-
ested in discussing the topic. Or, figure out a
local angle to pitch when the national story
breaks . This generally works.

I doubt that I will ever see the media
produce news exactly the way I want it, with
my spin and choice of words . I do know that
without any formal public relations training
I've learned how to generate news coverage
on a variety of issues and have more successes
these days than failures . I think most activists
could do the same if they made working with
the media a priority .
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WALL STREET .VS' YOUR STREET

Finance the Corporate World or Invest in Your Community
The Syracuse Cooperative Federal Credit Union

723 Westcott Street, Syracuse NY 1321 .0
• Accounts 471-1116

	

• Loans & Mortgages 476-5290

	

• FAX 476-0567

ARE YOU PLANNING
YOUR PERSONAL OR BUSINESS FINANCIAL FUTURE?

LET
SUSAN S. HANSEN

Reg4tP,red.Representat-, LUTCF

315-637-5153

YOU MAY WISH TO CONSIDER:
• TAX SHELTERED ACCOUNTS, MUTUAL FUNDS (INCLUDING SOCIALLY CONSCIOUS)
• LIFE, DISABILITY, CR LONG TERM CARE INSURANCE

Securities offered through Cadaret, Grant, & Co ., Inc., 108 West Jefferson Street,
Syracuse, NY 13202 315-471-2191 Member NASD and SIPC

ASSIST `CU IN MAKING

WISE DECISIONS
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0NPlease, I want the newsletter sent to my home:

Name:
4 Address : __

,5 City:	 _	 State	 Zip

Phone (_	 )	
I

I

	

'Enclosed $12 for one Year 	 Mailto ___

v-t	 	 $additional donation

0

	

Please contact me
out getting involved!

r_ New Subscription
RenewalL'

PC4o
924 Burnet Avenue

Syracuse, NY 13203-3291-
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