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THE SYRACUSE PEACE COUNCIL Alliances, Coalitions & Contacts
Abolish the Blockade of Cuba Peace Brigades International
Doug Igelsrud
ACLU-CNY Chapter

471-5749 Ed Kinane
P .E .A .C .E., Inc .

478-4571

Barrie Gewanter 471-2821 Louis Clark 470-3300

New people are always welcome to join any of these activites . Contact
SPC at 472-5478 or the person listed to find out what you can do.

Collectives, Committees & Projects
SPC Staff

	

Bookkeeper

	

SPC Press
Bill Mazza

	

Duane Hardy

	

Paul Pearce
• The Literature Committee SPC Council:
• Program Committee Marge Rusk, Beth Mosley,
• Political Action Committee Daniella Levy-Salzman,
• Organizational Maintenance Carl Mellor, Ann Tiffany

Committee

▪Pledge Coordinator : Pat Hoffman

The Peace Newsletter
The PNL Collective meets the first three Wednesdays of each
month at 7 :30 PM. Call SPC for location.

Editorial Collective : Ed Kinane; elana levy, Bill Mazza,
Carole Resnick Nanny Rhodes
Production Committee : Andy 146lloy, Deb Douthit
Poetry Editor : Michelle Brisson
Graphics Coordinator :" Anita Welych
Cover Coordinator : Karen Kerney

, SPC Projects : 472-5478
• Plowshares Craftsfair
• SPC-TV — Paul Pearce
• Fair Trial for Mumia Committee — Thano Paris

Volunteers
Chuck Durand, Rae Kramer, Mardea Warner, Karen Kerney,
Amy Bartell, Vanessa . Johnson, Margaret Birtlebough, Kathy
Barry, Brian Caufield, Fredrick Noyes, Jolie Rickman, Lance

Hogan, Bill Hamler, Thano Paris, Sylvia Burgess, Daniel
Bowers, Carol Baum, Chris Spies-Rusk, Susan Adair, Joy

Meeker, NickOrth, Michael DeSalvo
volunteer Coordinator : Paul Frazier

Statement of purpose
The Syracuse Peace Council (5PC), founded In 1936, Is an

antlwar/social justice organlyattion . It Is community-based, autono-
mous and funded by the contributions of IV" supporters.

SPC educates, agitates and organizes for a world where
war, violence and exploltiation in any form will no longer exist. It
challenges the existing unjust power relationships among nations,
among people and between ourselves and the environment . As
members, we work to replace Inequality, hierarchy, domination and
powerlessness with mutual respect, personal empowerment, coop-
eration and a sense of`retnmunity.

Present social Injustices cannot be understood In Isola-
tion from each other nor can they be overcome without recognizing
their economic and militaristic mots. SPC stresses a strategy that
makes these connections clear. We Initiate and support activities
that help build this sense of community and help tear down the walls
of oppression . A fundamental basis for peace and justice is an
economic system thatplaceshuman need above Monetary profit.
We establish relationships among people based on cooperation
rather than competition or the threat of destruction.

Our political values and „personal lives shape and reflect
each other. In both where comrnitted to nonviolent means of conflict
resolution and to a process of decision-making that responds to the
needs of us all .
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American Friends Service
Committee
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Animal Defense League
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ARISE
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Citizens Against Radioactive
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Citizen Review Board
Felicia Davis
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CNY Center for Occupational
Health and Safety
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In This Issue:
Why not start with mothers? May begins

with Labor Day, and motherhood begins with
abor . I know this country of ours doesn't

recognize international Labor Day, but then
again, women's labor hasn't exactly been cel-
ebrated here either . In this case two mothers
means four hands means more unpaid labor. ..
very American . (Oh dear, I think I'm writing
myself into a corner.) Well, the US has cel-
ebrated Nuclear Power—and we do go on
about that . And some people are celebrating
Fitzpatrick—although I can't say why. Of
course, police violence has also been high on
the US hit-list, and it seems there's a book
about it. Oh, and speaking of police violence,
May also has MOVE day (on 13th) . But May
starts with the same letter as Matrilineage and
Marge, so we included a little of each. And
health care is good for mothers, and elections
are a form of "Mother may I?", and the School
of Assassins kills Mothers, so it's all con-
nected—just not very pleasant. —Bill

The PeaceNewsletter (PNL) is published
monthly by the Syracuse Peace Council . SPC,
founded in 1936, is the oldest community-based
peace and justice organization in the United States.

The PNL strives to serve some basic func-
tions as the internal organ of SPC and as a forum for
articles which discuss issues of concern to the
peace movement . The opinions expressed in the
PNL'reflect the diversity of opinions within SPC
itself. While we are not able to print every possible
viewpoint, we do welcome letter and article sub-
missions as well as suggestions and assistance.

ThePNLhas very reasonable ad rates ; call
or write for our rates . Movement groups are free to
reprint articles and graphics, but please give cred-
its . For-profit groups, please inquire.

ISSN #0735-4134
The PNL Is available on microfilm from

University Microfilms, Inc., 300 N . Zeeb Rd., Ann
Arbor, MI 48106.

Subscriptions are $12 a year in the U .S .;
$15 in Canada and Mexico and $25 overseas . The
institutional rate is $15 . ThePNL is free to prisoners
and low-income people. Yoarorganization, co-op,
etc. can receive 5-25 PNLs each month . Our circu-
lation is 4000.

Contributions to SPC beyond PNL sub-
scriptions support our activist programs . We al-
ways need your support . Peace Newsletter/Syra-
cuse Peace Council, 924 Bumet Ave, Syracuse,
NY 13203.
PNL Distributors (We Need You Too!)

Pat Hoffman, Elinor Cramer, Chuck
Durand, Marge Rusk, Duane Hardy, Bill Hamler,
Daniel Bowers, Ted Widay, Cynthia Maud-
Gembler, Duane Hardy
Mailing Party Helpers

Carl Mellor, Ruth Greenburg-
Edelstein, Diane Swords, Barb Floch, Daniella
Levy-Salzman, Nancy Rhodes
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About the cover: Happy Happy Mo

These selections from our photo album reflect part of our extended family.
Deb, Carole and Shay are in the center photo . Friends and family pictured with
Shay beginning at the upper left and moving clockwise are: Jack Manno, Roni
Morgenstern, Bree Peterson-Resnick, Marty Gertz, Caitlyn Gertz, Richard
Dorritie, Ruby Hanrahan Ogno, Mildred Resnick, Elizabeth Corbett, Susan
Karp, Keo Karp, Margaret Birdlebough, Andre Birdlebough-Shattell, Marie
Summerwood, Jenny Gertz, Dorothy Rockman, and Kari Gertz.

Family faces missing from these photos are : Ellie Dorritie, Dana Gertz,
Jason Gertz, Judy Gertz, Ken Gertz, Sue Gertz, Joe Karp, Jan Peterson, Sandee
Resnick, and Larry Rockman.

	

— Deb and Carole

Credits: Center photo by Jan Phillips ; surrounding photos by Carole Resnick,
Debra Lee Gertz, or Marie Summerwood ; Cover production by Kristian
Newman; Cover design by Karen Kerney .
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$YAe11~E PEAeE eoNrL Pace
Off tO Workshop

Because we didn't get enough of each
other the night before, or for those who didn't
get any of us the night before, SPC sponsored
Building Resistance : A Workshop on Creative
Nonviolence on April 13 . This was the first in
a series of five nonviolence workshops to be
held this year. In theory, they will also be held
each year after too, ad infinitum.

So me and Jolie Rickman facilitated this
workshop, which was designed to share local
experience and history with creative nonvio-
lent action . The goal was to create dialogue
regarding creative forms of resistance, ideally
to share little-known local history and spur
further action. This bit wasquite satisfactorily
carried out, if I do say so myself.

It went kinda like this : Francis Parks
-presented a short history of Rosa Parks which
incorporated local and current history ; Karen
Mihalyi, Carole Resnick, and Cindy Squillace
recreated a little bit of the infamous Bloody
Nuns" Haig action ; Jeff and Todd talked a bit
about the Animal Defense League's activi-
ties; myself and Kath Barry related stories of
the Nonviolent Action Collective and showed
a little video; ladies from Ladies Against
Women (I don't know their husband's names
so they'll have to remain anonymous) did a
little street theater ; lots of folks re-enacted the
re-enactment of the murder of the Jesuit priests
and their co-worker as part of the School of the
America's protests ; and Jolie Rickman re-
newed her Maxwell School matrimonial vows
with the Department of Defense.

After each presentation we had about five
minutes of responses which were collected to
help define future workshops . I honestly can't
expect to relate how moving some of the
presentations were. All in all a powerful and
thought provoking day . Many expressed feel-
ing proud to be part of such strong activist
history.

Join us in June for the next workshop,
Consensus, Facilitation and Affinity Groups,
facilitated by Joy Meeker and Nick Orth . Date
and time TBA . Watch the PNL for info.

— Bill Mazza

Save Your Stuff!
q

	

Please contact me about volunteering . Start choosing and saving now for
support your the SPC garage sale . Now's the time toq

	

This Is a new subscription. } underground set aside those choice items that are
q

	

Thls Is a renewal newspaper cluttering up your homes—like quality
The Syracuse Peace Council . 924 Burnet Ave. Syracuse.

	

13203NY antiques . valuable china or silver . tapes-
L ----

	

----- ..I tries or collectibles . Oh, and of course.
ticky-tacky-trashy stuff people love to buy!
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JOB OPENING

The Syracuse Peace Council'
announces the opening of a

staff position.

SPC is looking for one full-time or two
part-time person(s)
Preferred capabilities:
• Community organizing and activist expe-

rience
• Personable ; good communication
• Office management
• Volunteer coordination
• Event programming
• Writing and editing
• Fundraising and grant writing experience
• Desktop publishing and database man-

agement

Full-Time Salary: $12,000 (benefits will be
discussed),
Position start date : July 1, 1997

We strongly encourage women and
minorities to apply.

Send cover letter and resume by
June 2, 1997, to:

The Syracuse Peace Council, 924
Burnet Ave ., Syracuse, NY 13203
Call (315) 472-5478 for more info .

61st Anniversary Dinner
61 years and still kickin' . All I can say is,

"It's a good thing these things happen more
than once a year!" Well, actually I could also
say, "Wow, it's a good thing we started these
SPC dinners up again!" Either way it was a
raucous good time had by all . (No, of course I
can't speak for everyone, it's an expression,
so ask 'em yourself)

Anyway, massive Thank You's to every-
one who helped on April 12. If I try to list folks
by name I'll probably miss yours, and then
you'll be mad at me, and I don't want you mad
at me . But I am going to thank the Program
Committee because of their love for meetings.
And I'm going to thank Nick Orth and Beth
Mosley, without whom we would have had
over 160 hungry people. And I'll thank all of
the table-hosts, without whom over 160 would
have eaten curry off the tables with their
fingers . And of course I'm going to thank our
speaker Pramod Parajuli, without whom over
160 people would have stared at an empty
podium, or worse, expected me to say some-
thing interesting. (And I'm not nearly as charm-
ing as Pramod.) And what's more, I'm going
to thank Bill Coop and all of S . Presbyterian
Church, without whom over 160 people would
have eaten curry off plates in front of Pramod
in the pouring rain . And that would just not do.

In any case, besides being a cool event
with great food, it was a financial success.
Yippie!

Central New York's Voice for Peace and Social Justice
New- Ceti

Subscribe to the PNL
Name :
Address:

1 City:	 State:	 Zip:
Phone:	

1'
Enclosed $12 for one year)

q $ additional donation for all your great world



Happy Happy Mother's Mother's Day
A Victory
Interview by elana levy
with Carole Resnick and Debra Lee Gertz,
parents of Benjamin Shay Resnick Gertz,

born June 16th, 1996.

e : WHAT IS IT that we're celebrating? What
brings about this interview?

d : On February 5th Carole acquired legal
parenthood of Shay.

c : We successfully went through a legal pro-
cess that allowed me to adopt Shay, which
the court calls a second parent adoption . It's
very hard for me not to be offended that I
need to somehow ask the legal system to
validate my right to parent the child who I
intentionally had with Deb . And so I get mad
before I can really appreciate that this was a
victory of some kind.

e: What's so special about this? Haven't les-
bians been able to legally get parental rights
for a long time?

d: No. There's just been a change in the law.
A case was heard in the NYS Court of
Appeals that has made it possible for the first
time in NYS for the non-biological parent in
a lesbian family to gain legal parental rights
and responsibilities.

c : Two cases came together to the NYS Court
of Appeals, Nov. 2nd, 1995, contesting the
denial of adoption . One was a lesbian fam-
ily, and the other an unmarried heterosexual
family . The finding was that an unmarried
mother's partner may become the child's
second parent through adoption . Until then
that was not the case. The legal precedent for
this is in heterosexual marriages when-chil-
dren are adopted by a spouse who is not the
biological parent . The special issue was that
it now could happen with an unmarried
partner. The finding clarifies that this in-
cludes lesbian families too.

d : As far as we know there was a very negative
reception to this in the NYS legislature . So
moves to try to terminate this option may
well happen . This could be a short-lived
window of opportunity.

c : It's sad that the reason we have to do this is
to assure basic parental rights and benefits
-for our child which we should be able to take
for granted. The adoption creates a legal
relationship "as if" Deb and I were married

child by their partner in the event of their
death. But there's always the risk of a hostile
family, and in that case the court often hon-
ors what they consider blood kinship . And
there are absolutely no legal rights for the
partner without an adoption such as ours.

d : The fact that Carole must now be recog-
nized as a legal par-
ent is a great thing
for me as the bio-

$ am n Shay Reonlok Gert z I logical mother . I
don't make big de-
cisions about Shay
without Carole any-
way, but now it's
also recognized on

W-- . .r a legal level . She
doesn't have to carry around an affidavit that
says I give her permission to make these
decisions, which is what other lesbian par-
ents have to do.

c: Although in reality I probably will still have
to carry around a piece of paper of some sort,
because no medical facility is going to ac-
cept that Shay has two mothers without
questioning it . So it's just a different piece of
paper that I need to carry.

d: The piece of paper that we just got in the
mail . A revised Certificate of Birth : Ben-
jamin Shay Resnick Gertz, male ; born 6/16/
1996; parent : Debra Lee Gertz; parent: Carole
Resnick.

Mother Mother cont'd on page 6

Benjamin Shay Resnick Gertz . Photo by Marie Summerwood.

and had a child together. For example, now
Shay can be covered by my health insurance
and receive my social security benefits : I
also now can make parental decisions in
medical or educational situations . And, le-
gally, I have the right•to continue to parent
Shay in the event of Deb's death, or in the
event of our sepa-
ration. It's such a
contradiction to
look to the legal
system for these
things . But it re-
flects how pro-
foundly invisible
gay and lesbian re-
lationships are in
the big system .

Revised Certificate of BMW"

male; born 8/18/1998
pt: Debra tee Gertz
parent;!

	

a Re

e : What happened before this finding in Nov.
1995? When a lesbian couple had a child
together what rights did the mother who was
not the biological mother have?

d: None.

e: So ifsomething happened to the biological
mother, the child could be taken away from
the otherparent who had raised the child?

d : Yes.
c : Absolutely . People try to deal with that in

their wills to the greatest extent that they can,
usually by establishing guardianship for the

5/97 Peace Newsletter 5



Mother Mother cont'd from
page 5

e : That's great!
d : Yes, there is some cause for celebration . I

think we have set a precedent in Onondaga
County for this type of adoption, and that
may make it easier for other lesbian or gay
couples to adopt as well . Our intention has
always been to share parenting as equally as
possible, and this is a victory on the legal
front.

e :What was the adoption process itself like for
the two of you?

d: We had to go through the process as if we
were a couple applying to adopt a child,
rather than a couple preparing to birth a
child, as was the case . There was a home
study conducted by a social worker, investi-
gations into our legal histories, references
required to attest to our fitness as "adoptive.
parents ." We worked with a social worker
who was sensitive to our situation, and who
was actually an excellent ally and advocate,
but still the process felt invasive and insult-
ing. I was more and more pregnant at the
same time as we were going through the
steps to demonstrate to the state that we were
fit to have our child, who, of course, we were
going to have regardless of the court's opin-
ion. The process was also expensive. It cost
about $2500, and therefore is obviously not

accessible to many people . We were aware
that it was actually an economic privilege to
be able to get involved in the legal system in
this way.

e : Do you think this step forward is going to
affect how lesbian and gay parents are
treated in this society?

c: I think it's a gain in civil rights, and an
important improvement in the potential qual-
ity of life for lesbian and gay families who
have children. It doesn't fundamentally do
anything to unseat heterosexism or lessen
homophobia. But it does create more visibil-
ity for us as lesbians . And it flies directly in
the face of what are called "family values"
by the "religious" right.

e : What does it mean for you to become more
visible?

d: It's a little scary.

e: Scary, how?
d: Just to be identified and potentially tar-

geted, I guess is a little scary.

e: It seems like a contradiction. On one hand
visibility creates you as a target, but on the
other the recognition of both of you as Shay's
legal parents is a step towards normalizing
lesbian parenting.

c : Yes, both are true. What's important to me
is what I think of as pride, when people talk
about gay pride or about Black pride . I have

always thought of "pride" as the reclaiming
of feeling okay about ourselves in the face of
the racism or classism or sexism or
homophobia that has told us differently.
Because the oppression exists, we have to
find some validation to )remind us that the
negative messages are not true . Even so it's
impossible not to internalize some of those
messages which are so ingrained in our
culture. So it does feel scary, to come out, to
be more visible, because the world's not
particularly hospitable and there is a certain
safety in invisibility.

Actually I am quite clear that it is having
a child in particular, that makes me feel like
I have no choice but to be out . For both of us
part of having a child as lesbians is taking on
the task of being proud enough to do it
visibly . We will do whatever it takes to
create a context for Shay that allows him to
feel proud of himself and his heritage.

e : How do you think Shay's life will be affected
by having two mothers?

c : Shay faces a hard task . Any child raised in
a lesbian family will have to cope with
harrassment, at best. We know older chil-
dren who have dealt with situation after
situation where a friend isn't allowed to play
with them anymore, or they get teased or
beat up at school . In a way he's the one who
will be most on the front line, and we made
that decision for him. So we feel it is our
responsibility and our obligation to teach
him not just teach him—to model activ-
ism in our own lives. We want to give him
the tools to understand that if there's some-
thing hard in his life that comes from oppres-
sion it is not a reflection of something wrong
withhim or with us . That will not necessarily
make it any easier in the moment, but hope-
fully he will at least have a context to work
with in understanding homophobia, sexism,
racism, classism and anti-Semitism. Espe-
cially growing up as a white middle class
male he will need to hold onto a very clear
perspective about how the system we live
under—a patriarchal, racist, capitalist sys-
tem—works against all of us.

I think it is true that parenthood in general
pushes you to clear up your own issues so
that you model for your child as best you can.
Shay has come into this world as the child of
lesbians, and we are committed to raising
him as the child of proud lesbians.

elan is a member of the PNL editorial
collective.Debra Lee Gertz & Carole Resnick . Photo by Diane Ogno.
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Nine Mile One Cracks Up
Cracks at Niagara Mokawk Nuclear Plant No Laughing Matter
Simon Morrin

N IAGARA MOHAWK's Nine Mile Point
One nuclear plant, located in Scriba,

Oswego County, is once again the subject of
questions 'concerning its operational safety.
Only recently removed from the US Nuclear
Regulatory Commission (NRC) list of the
nation's worst-run and'therefore most danger-
ous facilities, the plant has developed new
weld cracks in its reactor core shroud in addi-
tion to cracking discovered in routine inspec-
tions during a refueling outage in 1995.

First on-line twenty-eight years ago, Nine
Mile One is the country's oldest operating
boiling water reactor (BWR) . Now, not only
has original cracking worsened, but new cracks
have developed in_previously unaffected ver-
tical welds, making Niagara Mohawk's Nine
Mile One core shroud the most severely dete-
riorated core shroud in the United States.

Constructed of 1 .5" thick stainless steel
elements welded into rings, which are then
stacked and welded together, the reactor core
shroud is a seventeen feet high by fifteen feet
diameter cylinder located inside the reactor
pressure vessel . The core shroud surrounds
the highly radioactive fuel rods which power
the reactor, providing lateral restraint to the
reactor core, supporting other structural ele-
ments within the reactor assembly, and parti-
tioning upward and downward coolant flow.

If welds were to crack 100% through the
core shroud wall, radioactive coolant could
leak onto internal instrumentation and hinder
the operator's ability to properly monitor, and
therefore control, the reactor's operation . Ad-
ditionally, the force of escaping water or an
earthquake could cause the weakened core
shroud to displace control rod guides, prevent-
ing adequate control of the reaction.

Monitoring the core reaction is crucial in
maintaining the intended operation of anuclear
plant . Instrumentation failures and misinter-
pretations have repeatedly caused accidents
involving unscheduled releases of radioactive
materials into the environment. (Routine re-
leases, as during refueling, are part of "nor-
mal" operation .) Most notoriously, at Three
Mile Island in 1979, a jammed monitor needle
began a sequence of events culminating in a
disastrous emission of radiation .

First detected in 1993, core shroud crack-
ing is now an industry-wide problem, with
cracks appearing at 28 BWR plants. and
remediation taking place at 11 of those plants.
A March 15, 1995 NRC Report to Congress
on Abnormal Occurrences for October-De-
cember 1994 called BWR core shroud crack-
ing "the most significant concern related to
potential failure of reactor internals reported
during 1993 and 1994."

During the 1995 Nine Mile One refueling
outage Niagara Mohawk spent $3 million on
the installation of four massive stainless steel
tie rods, running from top to bottom of the core
shroud. General Electric produced rods, in-
tended to hold together shroud segments in the
event of 100% weld cracking, have since
failed due to design problems and improper
installation . New, redesigned rods, which
Niagara Mohawk claims will ensure the plant's
safety for at least 14 7z months, are currently
being installed.

Inappropriate technical and management
practices are common at the Nine Mile nuclear
plants, as are lies and deceit. Long considered
one of the worst nuclear managers in the coun-
try by the NRC and nuclear watchdogs alike,
Niagara Mohawk is yet again facing a $200,000
fine for poor quality control and design con-
trol.

Potentially catastrophic blunders included
allowing Nine Mile One's reactor vessel to
over-fill with water, failure to keep the Nine
Mile Two reactor core isolation cooling sys-
tem (one of the most important safety systems)
in operating condition, and failure to clean
debris from the Nine Mile Two pressure pool,
another important safety device.

The utility was also fined $200,000 in
1992, following . a two year period in which
Nine Mile One operated for only 50% of the
time and suffered more emergency shut-downs

than virtually any other nuclear facility in the
country.

And, in a major deception of the NRC,
Niagara Mohawk concealed for twelve years
the presence of tens of thousands of gallons of
radioactive water and spilled radioactive waste
illegally stored in Nine Mile One's extremely
radioactive "radwaste" building.

Mismanagement and corruption are only
a part of the Niagara Mohawk threat to public
health, safety and life. In his September, 1995
report, US Nuclear Power Plants—Showing
Their Age, nuclear engineer Robert Pollard of
the Union of Concerned Scientists states, "Re-
search has shown that a multitude of both large
and small nuclear plant components are sus-
ceptible to a staggering variety of aging mecha-
nisms . ., . -

"Studies have also demonstrated that
some types of degradation cannot be detected
using the established methods of periodic test-
ing and inspection . Furthermore, in some cases
no known methods exist for detecting degra-
dation. In-service failures of BWRs are thus
inevitable ."

The occurrence of core shroud cracks,
which generally appear in BWRs around
twenty years old, is accepted by the NRC and
the utilities to be aging-related . And while the
existence of aging-related degradation is
widely acknowledged, there is no sure way of
predicting what problems will occur in the
future.

Core shroud cracking is by itself a serious
problem, but according to Pollard, "it is a
harbinger of even more widespread future
crises. As the BWR fleet continues to age,
component failures will become more and
more commonplace. The current core shroud
crisis should be thought of as a wake-up call
rather than an opportunity to find and apply a
technological quick fix."
'What To Do:
• Write a note on your NiMo bill or payment

check,and/or call Niagara Mohawk at 474-
1511 and demand they shut down their
nuclear operations.

• Call SPC to help organize : 472-5478.
• Support the Nuclear Information & Re-

source Service (NIRS), publisher of The
Nuclear Monitor, 1424 16th Street NW,
Suite601, Washington, DC 20036,
(202) 462-2183 or <nirsnet@aol .com>

Simon lives in Syracuse with his daughter
Phoebe, where they are continually
exposed to radioactive emissions from at
least four nuclear power plants .

	

I
,

The Core Shroud : A Visual Aid

Depth of Crackat Nine Mile One lots of
radio-
active
water
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Not In Our Name
Humanitarian Award for Pro-Execution D .A.
Interview with Dan McCann

0 N THE EVENING of May 8 at the
OnCenter in downtown Sryacuse,

Catholic Charities will hold its annual fund-
raising dinner and present District Attorney
William Fitzpatrick and his wife, attorney
Diane Fitzpatrick, with a joint lifetime achieve-
ment award for humanitarian work related to
domestic violence . A Roman Catholic, Mr.
Fitzpatrick actively supports the state's new
death penalty law. He'll personally handle
prosecution of Sam Chinn III, the first defen-
dant in Onondaga County to be charged un-
der that law . The award's announcement met
a firestorm of objection from some Catholics,
who say imposing the death penalty contra-
dicts Church teaching.

On March 25 Pax Christi and Jail Minis-
try protested Fitzpatrick's award at Catholic
Charities' executive board meeting . Exten-
sive front-page coverage featured Bishop
James Moynihan and Auxiliary Bishop Tho-
mas Costello disagreeing about the death
penalty's significance in award selection.
Activists likened the fund-raiser's $100-a-
plate to thirty pieces of silver . Former Ala-
bama death row inmate Beau Cochran was
there.

Stung, Fitzpatrick insisted "thousands"
of Catholics agree with him and claimed "Sepa-
ration of church and state" absolves him of
any contradiction .

On April 21, Jail Ministry acknowledged
"sadness and mixed feelings ." Fitzpatrick's
domestic violence work is extensive, but they
concluded, "We cannot overlook your posi-
tion of violence in promoting executions ."
Jail Ministry invites 'friends of the poor and
powerless" to join them instead in not attend-
ing the dinner.

The PNL invited Catholic Charities board
member Dolores Morgan, one of the first to
question this award, to cover this story . She
declined, saying, "What's important now is
dispelling the idea that gazillions of people
sicpportthe death penalty . Many people don't.
We 'professional' peace people are expected
to say these things . But look how hard it is to
get a jury in the McVeigh trial—because in
capital cases jury members have to be willing
to impose the death penalty ."

Also among the 30 protestors on March
25 was a prayer group from a west side
parish, St . Lucy's: Dolores Morgan suggested
we speak with Dan McCann, a parishioner
there for ten years . Below is part of our
conversation as well as his rendering of the
March 25 event.

As we go to press: During the awards
dinner on May 8, St. Lucy's prayer group will
host a liturgy at St. Lucy's Church, 432 Gifford
Street, at 7 PM, followed by a simple supper in
the parish hall . All are welcome . Jail Ministry
will have a presence outside the OnCenter
during the awards dinner, and later join the
supper at St . Lucy's . Both groups will fast for
three days beforehand . To check last-minute
plans, 424-1877.

	

— Nancy Rhodes

PNL: How did you get from prayer to protest,
from a fairly private sharing to visiting the
Catholic Charities board?

Dan McCann : Protest wasn't really on our
minds . We wanted to do street ministry or
something to support the neighborhood.
Dolores Morgan came to talk with us about
those kinds of things . She mentioned the
award. We asked about the board meeting
and word just got out . Other people were
grumbling too. Then, only two people were
going to go in [to the executive board meet-
ing] from the vigil. On our way in, I just
turned and said, "Why don't we all go in?" It
wasn't planned.

PNL: Where do you think "humanitarian" fits
in this?

DMcC: Fitzpatrick was chosen for his good
qualities . He has done good . It's such a
messy question . Our point is that this needs
to be a "teachable moment ." You can't give
these awards without covering all the bases.
I think there is real sadness about this for
many people.

PNL: Fitzpatrick says that this is a matter of
church and state separation, that his role as
district attorney should have nothing to do
with his religion or personal moral stance.

DMcC: Well, he is talking purely as an elected
official . But for me, I couldn't accept that
role. I'm totally against killing . We're just
not meant to kill . I'm a very simple man
about this. Like when Cardinal Bernardin
talked about the "seamless garment ." You
don't save the babies and then kill the fa-
thers.

PNL: Dolores Morgan has said that
Fitzpatrick didn't have the death penalty
dumped on him, that he supports it
proactively.

DMcC: Yes, he's in a position where he could
make a difference . You know, Beau Cochran
being here and participating in the commu-
nity has moved me to do a lot of thinking . I
don't know what he did or didn't.do, but he's
learned and he's grown. We're all entitled to
be forgiven. We're all broken vessels . For
Fitzpatrick to call Beau Cochran the anti-
death penalty "poster child" —that's just
sad. I signed that Pax Christi form, the one
where you declare that if you are murdered,

cont'd on next page
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From Prayer to Protest
Prayer Group Challenges Catholic Charities Award
Dan McCann

I N THE SUMMER of 1996 a prayer group
emerged at St. Lucy's parish . All members

of the community were invited to participate.
About ten people meet twice a month . Initially
we would read from the Bible and share our
reflections, pray and join in singing hymns.

As time progressed we introduced an
experience of prayer that had had some suc-
cess among indigenous South African people.
There are seven steps . First, the facilitator
does not appoint somebody to invoke the
Lord, but waits for a person to come forward
spontaneously. Their invitation is a warm,
personal welcome.

Second, the facilitator mentions the Bib-
lical book and chapter and, again, waits for
someone to read spontaneously. A second
person reads the same text from a different
translation or version.

Then we meditate on the text by picking
out a word or short phrase. We read this three
times aloud . In between repetitions and in
between individual contributions we observe
a short silence for the word or phrase to "re-
echo" in our hearts and minds . After the "pick-
ing out of words" we read whole text again,
slowly and prayerfully.

Next there is silence for several minutes
so that God can speak to each heart. Then the
facilitator encourages members to share words
or phrases which have touched us personally.
We don't comment on what each reflects.

As the sixth step we discuss any task

which the group senses is vital to our well-
being . We have discussed how to re-vitalize
the parish, how to reach out more effectively to
the elderly, the minorities, the disenfranchised,
how to be more sensitive to the burdens each
carries.

Our experience of the sixth step led us to
a situation in which there appeared to be
a conflict between the life of Jesus as
perceived in the Gospel as a giver of
life, care and concern, and the recom-
mendation of Catholic Charities to be-
stow a humanitarian award upon a Dis-
trict Attorney actively espousing the
death penalty.

Our dialogue with Pax Christi
and Jail Ministry concluded
that there was great disillu-
sionment about our under-
standing of the Church's
teaching on the death pen-

Fitzy's Scale of Justice Update

IN FEBRUARY's PNL we wondered
whether District Attorney William Fitzpatrick
would also bring the "full weight of the sys-
tem" marshalled against Henry Breland down
on Sgt. Benjamin O'Dell . Breland is presently
serving "125 years to life" for wounding two
police officers in a Valley Drive shoot-out,
one of the few cases Fitzpatrick has pros-
ecuted personally in court.

O'Dell erased a videotape showing mem-
bers of his SERT (Sheriff's Emergency Re-
sponse Team) "subduing"inmateJerodCrosby
in January . Justice Center inmates call SERT
squads "Ninjas" for their black combat outfits
and "swarm" techniques . Sheriff Kevin Walsh

alty . We believed the Church has always been
proactive in its call for the sanctity of life . This
award caused no little consternation.

Our three groups were able to meet with
Catholic Charities' Executive Board to ex-
press our concern. We believed that giving
this award to a death penalty advocate could

be an opportune "teachable moment ."
As Matthew said (7 :1), "Stop judg
ing, that you may not be judged . For
as you judge, so will you be judged,
and the measure with which you mea-
sure will be measured out of you ."

The board did listen care-
fully and attentively. We asked to

end with a prayer, as is custom-
ary. The final step is to join in
• prayer and in song, invoking

as always our brother and
our friend, Jesus, to be with
them always .

	

A
sent O'Dell's case to the D .A. the day before
Breland's sentencing.

Just as the last PNL went to press, The
Post-Standard (3/22) reported that O'Dellfaces
two misdemeanor counts of falsifying busi-
ness records . Reporter Jim O'Hara quotes
defense attorney Ralph Cognetti at length
regarding O'Dell's "smelling like a rose,"
citing superiors' refusal to let him retire from
SERT command while under personal stress.
In this revisionist account, past mention has
vanished now that O'Dell's SERT had a higher
than average incidence of uses of force and
used pepper spray more often than any other
SERT squad. As another PNL goes to press,
O'Dell has yet to plead to these charges.

Can we see how this one's going to go?

Award cont'd from page 8
you do not want your murderer to be ex-
ecuted . I had Beau witness mine.

PNL:1 thought it was extraordinary that Bish-
ops Moynihan and Costello were in dis-
agreement in print . They didn't withdraw
the award, but Bishop Costello got about as
close to that cliff in print as you could
without stepping off It suggests how heated
this controversy really is.

DMcC: Well, in 1994 or '95 Bishop O'Keefe
[Moynihan's predecessor] and Bishop
Costello wrote a monograph about the death

penalty. It is such a clear statement. They
said the death penalty is a form of racism,'
Why would things change so much in two
years? This was true in 1980—I think the US
Bishops' Letter against the death penalty
came out in 1980—and then in 1985 and
then in 1995 . Why isn't it true now? What
has changed about the criminal justice sys-
tem?

PNL: Has your group changed since visiting
the Catholic Charities board?

DMcC: It's causing us to stay focused on the
death penalty . . Most people at St . Lucy's

have been very supportive . We have a lot
happening there, you know. There's been
nothing negative from others for what we're
doing.

PNL: You don't live on the west side, I notice.
DMcC: Well, it's the parish where my parents

were married. I, Dan McCann, wanted to
make a difference . in a neighborhood, and I
could there . I certainly didn't need a social
outlet . It's a welcoming, beautiful, strug-
gling, diverse parish. There are a lot of
broken vessels, people who are human . I
guess I look for that.

db
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IN f inEw

Released for Cinco de Mayo
Chronicle of Torture and Justice

Reviewed by Nancy Rhodes

Justice : A Question of Race,
by Roberto Rodriguez (1997),

Bilingual Review Press/ Hispanic
Research Center : Tempe, Arizona.

ISBN 0-927534-68-1 (paper), 283 pp. $19 .00

ON MARCH 23, 1979, the documentary
film Boulevard Nights opened in East

Los Angeles . Pickets protested the film's open-
ing, for it portrayed young Chicanos cruising
for dates in customized cars as violent gang
members . "Lowriding" in East L .A. dated
from the 1940s and was peaking in 1979.
Lowrider Magazine had an estimated one
million readers in the Southwestern US . Al-
most every Mexican neighborhood had its
cruising strip, with a festival atmosphere
through bumper-to-bumper weekend evenings.
As the "lowriding capital of the world" and the
subject of Boulevard Nights, East L.A.'s
Whittier Boulevard also had constant police
stops and searches.

On that night a young journalist named
Roberto Rodriguez was taking pictures for
Lowrider Magazine on the corner of Whittier
and McDonnell . He photographed nine sher-
iffs beating a mentally confused man with
such gusto that they fought each other for the
best kicking positions . Rodriguez in turn was
severely beaten and arrested. After a detour
down an isolated road, two officers high-lived
each other for successfully terrorizing him
into thinking he'd never make it to a hospital.
They charged him with assault and battery on
a peace officer and assault with a deadly
weapon (his Olympus camera).

About Cinco De Mayo
The official publication date of

Rodriguez' book is May 5, widely celebrated
as Cinco de Mayo . This date commemorates
the victory of Mexican guerilla forces over
the French army in the 1862 Battle of Puebla.
Mexicans were outnumbered two to one and
greatly outgunned . Though the French later
went on to capture Puebla and ruled Mexico.
until 1867, Cinco de Mayo symbolizes the
right to self-determination and national
sovereignty, and the ability of indigenous
people to defend those rights against
Europeans in modern military invasions .

Over his three days in Los Angeles County
Hospital, Rodriguez learned that 538 people
were arrested that night, many severely in-
jured while "resisting arrest." Foreshadowing
the later containment of whole urban sectors,
this showdown led to barricades that closed
Whittier Boulevard to cruising.

After nine
months and nearly 30
more stops and ar-
rests, Rodriguez'
charges were dis-
missed. On average,
police stopped him
daily after that until
he left the state. One
time, his car was full
cf Lowrider maga-
zines with March
23rd coverage. The
arresting officers
shackledhim toapre-
cinct bench for the
evening with the
magazine's photo of
his smashed, bloody face taped to the wall
behind him. Seven years later he won his civil
suit against four sheriffs after a cliff-hanger
jury trial including surprise witnesses and
exposing blatant cover-ups by the sheriffs.

Justice : A Question of Race reprints to-
gether two books that Rodriguez wrote during
that period. Assault With A Deadly Weapon
was first published in September 1984, when
Rodriguez feared that he might be killed be-
fore he could testify in his civil case . On the
Wrong Side of the Law (1986) recounts his
lawsuit, though his 1996 Epilogue reveals that
its first three chapters were written before that
trial, during a sojourn alone in Mexico.

Rodriguez offers three accounts of what
he laconically calls "the incident ." The first is
a reprint of his original Lowrider Magazine
article, which gained him widespread support
among its readers during the several years he
traveled in the Southwest before returning to
Los Angeles for his civil case.'Wrong Side's
opening chapters are extraordinarily power-
ful : a rivetting, lean and chilling description . of
March 23, 1979. `Finally, he recounts how his
own trial testimony provoked a traumatic re-

_: living of that night which he hadbeen warned
would occur.

Rodriguez has a fine eye for courtroom
duels . He offers some excellent, accessible
discussions regarding the relation of police
violence to such practices as plea bargaining
and manipulation of juries . He also struggles
for his own sanity and well-being . Open about
being no hero, he remained in the intersection

snapping pictures
only because the
crowd implored
him repeatedly to
stay . The after-
math has been
harrowing.

Focused on
legal and political
aspects of police
violence, US pub-
lic discourse has
rarely defined it
directly as torture
or trauma. But re-
cently some po-
lice accountabil-
ity activists have

tried to frame police violence in terms of
international human rights . This shift coin-
cides with the US ratification of three interna-
tional conventions in the early 1990s . For the
first time, US compliance includes reporting
on its own domestic behavior to the United
Nations . This further spurs the move toward
thinking about police violence here in new
terms, which may be as significant as the legal ,
consequences of these treaties. Rodriguez him-
self recounts how a young Guatemalan woman
who survived police torture in her birth coun-
try helped him overcome his trauma . His book
may become a landmark in this shift.

Because he was a working journalist when
attacked, Rodriguez' lawsuit was almost ar-
gued as a First Amendment case . It's taken
him a decade to get this book into print. It is
released almost simultaneously with a collec-
tion of syndicated columns by himself and his
wife, Gonzalez/Rodriguez : Uncut and Uncen-
sored (April 15, from UC Berkeley) . Much of
that book addresses varieties of censorship,
including that which is self-imposed by a
community often reluctant to acknowledge
police violence.

One ofPNL's editors, Nancy writes db
about police accountability and human
rights . She reviewed Rodriguez' The Xis La
Raza for our January issue.
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In Memory: May 13 and MOVE
Ramona Africa Speaks At April SEAC Conference in Ithaca

MOVE members giving clenched- ist salute in a demonstration
protesting arrests and trials, August 12, 1980 . Urban Achiyres.

Bill Mazza

WT ELVE YEARS AGO, on May13,1985,
a police helicopter dropped a bomb on the

MOVE house in Southwest Philadelphia. Six
adults and five children were burned to death
as the bomb "ended" a three-hour police as-
sault where over 10,000 rounds of ammuni-
tion were fired into the house. The resulting
fire engulfed 61 neighboring , houses . Only
Ramona Africa and the child ichael Ward
(then called Birdie Africa) escaped alive . For
surviving the assault Ramona was awarded a
seven-year prison sentence, the maximum al-
lowed. She was found guilty of riot and con-
spiracy charges.

No member of the city government or the
police department was indicted for their ac-
tions that day . Despite a grand jury's finding
that dropping the bomb was "morally repre-
hensible," the officials' actions were not con-
sidered criminal by the courts.

Ramona Africa spoke to both the philoso-
phy and history of MOVE in her April 6
presentation, closing the regional Student
Environmental Action Coalition (SEAC) con-
ference in Ithaca, NY . MOVE is an outspoken
political community in Philadelphia which
began with John Africa's study sessions in the
early '70s . Ramona relayed to the audience
how the late John Africa taught his
MOVE family "the principle . of
unity—we are obligated to respect
everything alive equally."

According to Paul M . Washing-
ton's autobiography, Other Sheep I

Have, other teachings included:
• criticisms of the education and

justice systems,
• eating raw, unprocessed foods,
• treatment of animals as equals, and,
• the use of profanity to demonstrate

the hypocrisy of a society revolted
by profane language, but not by a
profane society which does such
violence to so many.

Ramona's talk was well received '
by the audience of 200. Representa-
tives from over 45 high-school and

college SEAC chapters from around the US
attended the two-day event . Her message of
respect for all life found receptive ears in a
room of students and activists struggling to
combine issues of social justice and the envi-
ronment.

hi recent years MOVE has returned to
public attention due in part to their support of
internationally recognized political prisoner
Mumia Abu-Jamal . As a journalist in Phila-
delphia Mumia advocated for MOVE as they
faced increased police repression . According
to Ramona, when Mumia was himself ar-
rested and faced trial for the alleged murder of
a Philadelphia police officer [Mumia's case
has been well documented within the PNL],
his first choice of legal representation was
John Africa . Earlier, John Africa represented
himself in federal court and was acquitted,
arguing his philosophy instead of the law.
Apparently this victory was credential enough
for Mumia. The court, however, disagreed,
and his request was refused.

Those MOVE members not currently
serving prison sentences have been highly
visible organizing for Mumia's release. As
extensive coalitions and grassroots organiz-
ing efforts form around Mumia's case, activ-
ists and the public are exposed to MOVE's
story.

MOVE Background
Washington, a negotiator in various con-

flicts between MOVE and the city of Philadel-

phia, describes how ;MOVE came " together
partially from "the frustration of young black
men and women who had identified with ear-
lier movements for justice that they thought of
as revolutionary ." Public opinion of MOVE
developed in the wake of government spon-
sored activities like COINTELPRO, the well-
documented FBI domestic counter-insurgency
program which infiltrated and attacked groups
like the American Indian Movement (AIM)
and the Black Panther Party, negative reac-
tions to the civil rights and anti-Viet Nam war
struggles, and media misinformation about
"black riots" like the Watts rebellion . in 1965
Los Angeles. A new, armed, revolutionary
movement of color-.-even one preaching a
nonviolent philosophy of respect for all life
(including self-defense)—fit images of un-
rest

	

.
In this atmosphere of fear, MOVE ac-

tivities included : charging mis-education at
school board meetings, speaking out against
police violence, and protesting the caging of
animals at the Philadelphia Zoo . MOVE also
lived in community, challenging "normal "
urban lifestyles by working to "return to na-
ture" —they housed fifty or sixty dogs, the
children wore littleclothing, and garbage was
kept in the open in the backyard (composting?).
Besides alienating neighbors, some potential
allies were also turned off by what now might
be called animal, rights activism.

A series of tensions with the city resulted
first in the first major . conflict on May 20,

1977, when, rumors of police beating
MOVE member Chuck Africa resulted-in
a year: long " stand-off with police. This
ended in a March 16, 1978 assault when
hundreds of. cops sealed off four blocks
and began evicting MOVE from their
house-witlia°bulliozer, a'cherry-picker,
water hoses'—'hid'tear gas' MOVE took
shelter in the flooded basement, and in an
exchange6f gunfire, a 'police officer was

a

killed
Although ballistics reports show the of-
ficer was toiled hy" a single bullet entering
the back ofhis- head on adownward tra-
jectory, nine MOVE members were con-
victed of third degree murder and con-
spiracy . They we1e sentenced to prison
terms of 30.to 100 years ..A tenth was later

MOVE aont'd on " page 12
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ROisin Update

L AST MONTH'S PNG reported on the
London imprisonment of Misfit

McAliskey of Northern Ireland, daughter of
long-time Irish nationalist Bernadette Devlin
McAliskey . Eight months pregnant, RGisin is
held without charges for extradition related to
the June 1996 IRA mortar attack on an empty
British army barracks in Osnabruck, Germany.

On April 9, Misfit attended her bail hear-
ing in awheelchair due to deteriorating health.
The court again denied her bail as a possible
"fugitive offender," even as the case against
her crumbles . The key German prosecution
witness has now denied identifying Misfit
from photos. Two days before the bail hearing,
attorney Elke Nils finally received standing to
represent ROisin in Germany . She may be able
to gain access to evidence so far withheld from
lead attorney Gareth Peirce . Extradition pro-
ceedings still begin May 6.

Meanwhile, five US Congressmembers
have written to Britain's ambassador in Wash-
ington, Sir John Kerr, urging bail for RGisin
McAliskey . RGisfn's sister Deirdre has been
in the US meeting with Irish American activ-
ists . A petition drive has been mounted by the
San Francisco-based RGisin McAliskey Jus-
tice Campaign . Those on-line can sign the
petition directly at <http://Iarkspirlt.coml
rGlsfn/>.

Reports have also surfaced that guards at
Long Kesh in Belfast singled out 66 Irish
prisoners for an Attica-like gauntlet beating
after discovering a collapsed escape tunnel on
March 23 . Two of those beaten, Joe Doherty
andJim Smythe, were in a different cell block
from those digging the tunnel . They were
extradited from the US after British promises
of safety in "the most secure prison in Eu-
rope. " This raises fears about the safety of
three Irishmen currently facing extradition in
San Francisco .

	

—Nancy Rhodes

Syracuse received the last-minute word too
late to distribute "A Rose forRGisin" at our early St.
Patrick's Day Parade . But our Rose Mannara was
one of those distributing flyers on Rbisin's behalf .

an unhealthy environment that drives MOVE.
Ramona related this desire to a sick body:

People ask us what we will replace the
system with . But get rid of, the cause,
which is an imposition on the system,
then the natural law will step in . It never
left. If you're sick, you take homeopathics;
garlic, herbs, whatever . Or even Tylenol.
You don't take these medicines and think
about what you're going to replace the
imposition with . It's not like that . You just
work to get rid of it to return to your
healthy state . . ..

There is but one solution to the pollu-
tion in our environment and that is to stop
polluting and let it run clear.

This desire guides all of MOVE's activi-
ties . Ramona continued:

John Africa taught us to go at—to
attack—the root of these problems which
is the system . . . . The law of life, the natu
ral order, hasn't gone anywhere In fact
Mama (Mother Earth) is working over-
time to keep the air a little breathable, the

food a little eatable, the water
the slightest bit drinkable. . ..

We must engage in
the revolution of self—the per-
sonal revolution. It's very easy

to get out there and tell other people
"

	

what it is they're doing wrong . It's some-
thing else to set yourself as an ex-

Since her release on May 13,

	

ample.
1992, Ramona Africa has worked

	

We are obligated to support
with other MOVE members and

	

and protect our soldiers—the people
allies to obtain a review of MOVE

	

who put their lives on the line to,
sentences . All incarcerated MOVE members make things better, fighting this system,

this treacherous, vicious system . Take a
stand against this system that's killing us
all softly, and some of us not so softly.

At this point Ramona called attention to
"soldiers" Mumia Abu-Jamal, the recently
deceased Earth First! activist Judi Ban, and
the young animal liberation activist Tony
Wong, currently on a hunger strike in India-
napolis, Indiana. She continued:

We have to understand that we have
one common enemy and that one com-
mon enemy should be enough to unite all
of us to fight . . . . Each of our fingers is weak',
but if you close all five of your fingers into
a fist you have more strength . John Africa
taught us that if you turn on one faucet in
your house you get the full force of the
water . But if you turn water on in the
basement, in the kitchen, upstairs, etc .,
you no longer get the full force of the
water.

The time for talk is over . We have no
choice but to act and be consistent.

Bill is the staffperson for the Syracuse
Peace Council .

	

I,

MOVE cont'd from page 11

was later sentenced to ten to 20 years . Need-
less to say, nine people cannot pull one trigger.
Also, reports of MOVE members emerging
from the basement contradict the bullet's tra-
jectory . Many argue that the officer was killed
by stray police-fire.

In the wake of this trial MOVE supporter
Mumia Abu-Jamal found himself facing trial
for murdering a police officer in 1981.

It was also this city which witnessed
MOVE begin a new campaign to free their
imprisoned brothers and sisters . On Christ-
mas Day, 1983 they began by installing a
loudspeaker outside of their new home in
Southwest Philly and broadcasting an eight-
hour protest starting with "Motherfucker Santa
Claus ." The fires of '77 were rekindled in '83
and fanned until exploding on May 13, 1985,
as detailed above.

When then-mayor W . Wilson Goode nod-
ded to the District Attorney
to prepare warrants for the
arrest of certain MOVE
members, the_ machinery
which led to the bomb was
already turning.

MOVE Now

intend to serve full sentences unless their
convictions are overturned. They each face, as
Ramona did, the parole condition of leaving
MOVE and never associating with any MOVE
member again. They feel this is too much of a
price to pay for "freedom."

Ramona also speaks out publicly about
Murnia's case and about the MOVE philoso-
phy. Many in attendance at her talk were
struck with similarities of MOVE's ideas and
those of SEAC, or other grassroots environ-
mental activists. Additionally, I hope the sig-
nificance of hearing the story of an early '70s
African American revolutionary movement
embracing an environmental and animal-rights
spirituality was registered by the almost all-
white audience.

Ramona says, "The definition of life is
feelings ." Therefore anything which can be
assumed to have feelings should be treated
with equal respect. She continues, "It is the
height of arrogance and ego to think we can
rearrange life and make furs for fashion . . . ."

It's a desire to return to a state of health in
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Poetry

	

. . .or revolution in verse

Matrilineage
or, Greatgrandmama's Quilt by Marge Rusk

The family in the house think it's the wind rattling
or mice in the walls
or the cats playing at hunting the mice,
but it's not.

The mementos and trinkets are tugging, yearning;
the brown velvet evening bag with its bracelets and brooches
longs for its former belonging-place,
but that bureau drawer's full of men's things now —
even a gold wedding-band.

The toys wish for the doll house in that southeast bedroom
with Maryland morning sunshine sparkling
the tupelo leaves in the window, –
just for a visit. It's too far away now to stay,
and familiar furniture's all in wrong places.

The patchwork crazy-quilt sighs, wanting out
of this strange chest, though it was built
only a few miles, as Distelfink flies,
from the old home.
"But wait! Some Christmastimes great-granddaughter
lays me on the same bed
where Elisabet' laid me when she'd just made me.
Listen! She turns the chest-key now!"

Margaret unfolds the quilt gently,
on top of the afghans knitted by Elisabeth's daughter
and granddaughter,
on the bed where both afghan-makers were born,
and maybe Margaret herself, daughter of the sectend one,
began there --
Regrets for a moment that, by vagary of space and time,
her own child hadn't sprung from that same place.

But no matter. She quickly hugs the sweet-smiling bed-doll
her mother sewed for her, then renewed for the grandchild.
Admiringly she gazes at the quilt:

iron-red velvet loam borders kaleidoscope of fields
with attendant blossoms and butterflies,
linked by briar-stitched hedgerows;
a nest of owls embroidered near;
some striped taffeta vegetable-rows with bright weed-flowers,
come to Pennsylvania in the sacks of seed;

even dark-green waves of Alsatian vineyards
(scraps of satin ocean);
Bonaparte's troops had trashed them
but their memory survived the voyage to America
by Elisabeth's elders, passed down to her.

"See, toys, treasures, and all spirits,
your turn, like mine, will come 'round again.
So, ruhet in Frieden this Christmastide, rest peacefully."

Get it?
Get beat up on TV squirming on the ground for driving irregular
Get bombed in Philadelphia by helicopters with your little babies
Get kicked In the street by Newark police and charged w/riot
Get assassinated by a jerk while FBI sleeps with itself
Get shot by a stringer for the CIA & blame it on Fair Play for Cuba Commiittee
Get bumped off by an errandboy for Cuban drug kingpins, friend of the Feds & Dallas cops
Get caught paying off Contras with coke money while Acting U .S . Drug War Czar
Get busted for overchargin Iranians on secret warplane sales
Get convicted of lying to Congress about off-the-shelf dirty wars in Central America
Get 12 billion dollars for a drug bureaucracy and double the number of addicts
Get a million people in prison in the land of the free
Get the electric chair &gas chamber for unpopular crimes
Organize Citizens for Decency Through Law rob your own phony bank several billion dollars
get sent to jail

	

I1
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Consumer's Guide to Health Care
Managed Care Consumer's Bill of Rights of New York
Ruth Greenberg-Edelstein

NEW YORK STATE has a new Managed
Care Consumer's Bill of Rights, passed

in 1996 and effective starting April 1997. It
doesn't offer the maximum protection but it
does give consumers the right to grieve within
the framework of the managed care organiza-
tion . Medicaid and Medicare consumers have
some additional alternatives too.

A managed care organization is a health
insurance plan that uses primary care provid-
ers and a specific list of health care providers
(the plan's network) whose services are pro-
vided under the plan . They discount fees for
employees of firms that make these arrange-
ments . "Health maintenance organizations"
(HMOs) are forms of managed care that pur-
portedly emphasize prevention of illness . They
furnish comprehensive services at a prepaid
fixed annual fee and restrict access to diagnos-
tic testing, specialty care, and hospitalization.
At least one out of four New Yorkers is in a
managed care plan and enrollment in increas-
ing by several hundred thousand a year . The
eight HMOs in Central New York have over
500,000 members.

About the Bill
The bill provides for filing of for-

mal complaints and appeals when you
encounter difficulties receiving ad-
equate health care. If your plan denies a
treatment or referral recommended by
your doctor, you have the right to ques-
tion this. Moreover, the managed care
organization -must inform you of the
review process used to come to this
decision . They must also "inform you
how to file a grievance. You must be
informed how long each part 'of the
grievance process takes and of your
right to pick someone to help you in
carrying out the grievance.

Management has to acknowledge
that they have received your grievance
within 15 days of the date they received
it and report to you which qualified
health professional will be making the
decision about the grievance . They have

to make a decision within 48 hours if you have
phoned in a grievance and delay could seri-
ously threaten your health . Otherwise they
must respond within 30 days . Their reply must
include reasons for the decision, the medical
basis for the decision (if a health question is
involved), how to appeal if you disagree, and
the forms you need to file an appeal.

You have up to 60 days to file an appeal.
Management then has 15 days to send you an
acknowledgement that they have received your
appeal and tell you who will be deciding your
appeal, including his or her qualifications . A
decision on the appeal must be reached within
two business days if a delay would be a signifi-
cant health risk. Otherwise they must issue an
Appeals Notice within 30 days, with a deci-
sion made by a different qualified person than
the one who made the earlier grievance deci
sion .

At any time you can file a complaint with
the State Department of Health Managed Care
Hot-Line at (800) 206-8125 or the State Insur-
ance Department Consumer Services Bureau
at (800) 342-3736 . They, however, have no
decision-making powers . The decision pro-
cess is under the control of the managed care
organization. But, a negative decision may
sometimes be reversed through the grievance
process . The accumulation of grievances at
the Departments of Health and State Insur-
ance may indicate a pattern of non-compli-

ance. You may also report problems to the
local consumer watchdog group, the Univer-
sal Health Care Watchline, at 475-2395.

People on Medicaid also have the right,
after a denial has been made, to take their
grievances to the Medicaid Fair Hearing pro-
cess . People on Medicare must also have the
denial of a Medicaid-covered service for-
warded automatically by the managed care
organization to the Center for Health Care
Dispute and Resolution for a ruling . If the
Center agrees with management's decision,
you can request an Administrative Law Judge
Hearing. Some of the issues are currently
being resolved through court cases . Women
can also refer themselves to ob/gyn services,
and people with chronic diseases have a right
to information about drugs covered and the
clinical review criteria for a particular condi-
tion.

The Bigger Picture
This is a far cry from what would prevail

under a democratized universal health care
system where the profit system would not
determine health care practices, boards of
health care institutions would contain con-
sumer representatives, and the wholesale fir-
ing of Registered Nurses to increase profits
could not happen . The pervasive social in-
equality that invades private corporations and
diminishes the living standards of employees

cannot be allowed to invade health
care services. Health services
should have nothing in common
with the production of objects for
profit. They need to be based on
medical, ethical and humanistic
values that contribute to the well-
being and health of apeople. These
values will inevitably prove to be
quite incompatible with corporate
greed and the privatization of health
care.

Ruth is a member of the
Universal Health Care, PO Box
644, Syracuse 13210, Watchline
475-2395.

* Grievance procedures
and rights described fromThe Con-
sumers' Guide to New York's Man-
aged Care Bill of Rights, by Laura
Kaplan, Public Policy And Educa-
tion Fund of NY (1997) .

16
PATIENT PREPARED FOR TRANSPRTATION FROM THE OPERATING ROOM.

(1943 Medical adds)
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WAR and PEACES 4, ,a

Arief Guide to What's Up, and Down, in the Military Industrial Complex
Compiled by Duane Hardy
and Paul Pearce

Ghosts of the Gulf War
Have You Noticed?

Gas prices are down!
• Iraq has been allowed to sell oil to raise

money to buy humanitarian aid.
i.' Last fall, on the eve of selling oil again,

Iraq sent troops into Northern Iraq to deal with
skirmishes between rival Kurd factions . The
US,responded unilaterally with Cruise missile
attacks on Baghdad, a suspension of oil sales,
and withdrawal of the CIA agents working
secretly with the Kurds . US gas and oil prices
remained high throughout winter. Now Iraq is
selling limited amounts of oil but is restricted
to distribution in the Northern Kurdish region.

Six years after the Gulf War, the Iraqi
people still suffer and are being punished by
the denial of relief to rebuild and repair their
crippled infrastructure . Food is scarce and
expensive. Medicines, even aspirin, are un-
available . Children wade through raw sewage
in .the streets because parts for pumps and
motors are unavailable. Tons of radioactive
debris (from depleted uranium tipped rounds)
are strewn where children play resulting in
childhood leukemia at epidemic levels . Mor-
tality overall among children is six times that
of pre-war levels.

The relief that would be afforded under
U.N. Resolution 986 (food and medicine)
would not affect contamination of drinking
water caused by the raw sewage . Iraq must be
allowed to rebuild its infrastructure . In the
words of former US Attorney General Ramsey
Clark to the U.N. Special Commission on
Iraq, "No failure to comply with any United
Nations conditions can possibly justify the
collective punishment of the entire nation and
the direct deaths of infants, children, the eld-
erly population and the disabled." 0%

I►
Recruitment Season
• Recruiting billboards sprouting up like daf-

fodils.
• High tech recruiting van coming to Central

Tech high school in May.
• Chuck E. Cheese converted to Recruitment

station.
Chuck E . Cheese's Pizza Time Theater in

Mattydale, NY (between Fays Drugs and K-
Mart) is being converted to a recruiting center.
They claim it will be more convenient than'the
Federal Building in downtown Syracuse.
Maybe they will re-do the games so the' re-
cruits can play whack-a-commie while they
wait to be sworn in. How about enlistment
birthday pizza parties? Invite all your friends
to celebrate and play when you turn 18 and
sign up! I1
Sam Nunn (and Counter-
Recruitment)

Senator Sam Nunn has sec-
ond thoughts on his vote against
the Gulf War. He was reported
to have said that he and the
American people were led to
believe that tens of thousands of
US troops would have been
killed, and now says that he
would have voted for the war if
he only knew better : Of course
he is responding politically to what appeared
to be a clear, clean victory . As we all know,
there is no such thing . Sam doesn't seem to
factor in the losses that are eating away at the
troops he would have voted to send. In the
same paper that he reveals his change of heart,
it is reported that the Pentagon knew about the
exposure of tens of thousands of US troops to
chemical weapon contamination . Vietnam
gave us Agent Orange . The Gulf war vets now
have Gulf War Syndrome.

The Marine Corps Tank unit from
Mattydale, NY has been especially hard hit.
Just as with Agent Orange, the victims are
being ignored, doubted and challenged as they
try to receive treatment and compensation . It
appears that perhaps predictions of US casual-
ties were accurate, but not timely. Maybe
Chuck E . Recruiters can take field trips to the
neighborhood Marine Center to learn' how we
deal with combatants after the wars . 0%
What's In the news?

In a story that seems to come out of left
field (pardon the sports analogy), Tom Fenton
of CBS News reported that the living condi-
tions in Saudi Arabia (a US ally), are not all
that great. The palaces of the repressive and
corrupt monarchy are lavish beyond belief,
and the rest of the population lives in poverty.
The people express hatred of the US' as we

Now That We're Friends!
Coinciding with the re-release of the Viet

Nam-era film The Graduate, instead of "plas-
tics," new college grads should be
advised to get into armaments . If you
don't end up using a weapon, you may
be able to get a career selling them. It's
a real growth industry. The Pentagon,
getting more B-2 bombers than it ever
wanted, is now looking across that
bridge into the 21st century and wants
even better and more expensive bomb-
ers, just in case there is anyone we
need to bully at that time. The F-22
Fighter costs around $80-100 million
per plane, with a fleet of 234 costing
around $20 billion.

So what about the old jets? On Tax Day it
was reported that we secretly delivered the
first two (of 150) F-16 fighter planes to Tai-
wan . For $6 billion, the Taiwanese now have
a new fleet of sophisticated munitions deliv-
ery systems, even if the relationship between
the US, China and Taiwan is a little tricky.

And now Lockeed is working to get Con-
gress to lift the ban on sales to Latin America.
Chile wants those F-16s and "these govern-
ments are friendly to us so they can now be
trusted to make decisions on their own ." If
some former dictatorship has some extra cash,
the US can offer arms deals so they don't have
to spend money on their people.

Continued Costs of Cold War, Zaire
On ABC's Nightline, our former ambas-

sador to Zaire recently estimated that over the
years, the US supported the Mobutu regime
with $2 billion. Even though he acknowl-
edged that most of the money went into
Mobutu's pockets, it was his opinion that the
support was proper as part of the Cold War
(Anti-Communist) strategy . Nightline in-
cluded images of Mobutu at different times
with Presidents Reagan and Bush.

Duane and Paul compiled this page to
comment on the insidious effects of
militarism . Sources include : The Nonviolent
Resister, Peace and Freedom, The Syracuse
Papers, CBS News, andABC's Nightline . „

Ib

support a regime that, without US support;
would have to deal with local problems . Cur-
rently people speaking against the monarchy
risk the death penalty . What's confusing is,
why is CBS telling us this, and why now?

db
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UNITED STATES -R- RMi .
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Mother's Day
May celebrates the mother-child bond

between people. It's a good time to remember
that other animals share this powerful bond.
Human interference shatters this relationship
in at least three ways: raising animals for food,
removing animals from their natural habitat,
and breeding them in large quantities (as in

puppy mills).
The Farm Animal Reform Movement

(FARM) publicizes the separation of a `dairy
cow' from her baby, usually one day after
birth. The milk meant for her baby is stolen for
human consumption (contributing to heart dis-
ease and other ailments in humans). The fe-
male baby is raised to become another milk
machine and the male baby is raised to be-
come veal. Hogs and other farm animals suffer
similar fates.

Many animals are plucked from their
homes or killed, often separating mother and
babies for fun or profit. For example, the
exotic pet trade in primates involves killing
adult members of the troop who are trying to
protect the babies from capture . Also, fur
trapping often means a mother will die an
agonizing death and her babies will starve.

Dogs imprisoned in puppy mills are preg-
nant almost constantly and are separated pre-
maturely from their babies to increase profit.
The mothers are in poor health from excessive
breeding and an impoverished life in a cage
while the babies are often born sick.

We can make choices in our life which
reduce the number of animals suffering forced
separation . First, we can become vegetarians
(no animal flesh) or vegans (no animal flesh
and no animal products) or at least reduce the
animal flesh and products in our diet . Contact
People for Animal Rights (PAR), POB 358,
Syracuse 13215, 488-PURR(7877) between
9 AM and 10 :45 PM for info . (If possible,
please send a donation for postage and copy-
ing.) PAR can send you a list of vegetarian/
vegan cookbooks, a list of Syracuse-area stores
which carry such foods, literature about the
benefits for your health, for animal welfare,
for environmental protection, and for reduc-
ing world hunger.

Second, we can avoid buying animals as
pets who should be allowed to live in the wild.
These include primates, lions and other large
cats, wild-caught birds, snakes, etc .

Third, we can avoid buying dogs and cats
from pet stores (some of which get their
puppies from puppy mills) and instead adopt
a dog or cat from a local shelter . Shelters have
many purebred as well as mixed-bred ani-
mals . Because of limited room, shelters are
faced with the gut-wrenching choice of
euthanizing many animals or refusing others
shelter. There is an over-population of dogs
and cats because businesses and individuals
continue to breed them for profit or pleasure
or because of not getting around to having
dogs or cats sterilized. Adopting an animal
from a shelter saves that individual and—if s/
he is sterilized—doesn't add to the pet over-
population tragedy . Also, it avoids subsidiz-
ing a puppy mill owner.

— Linda DeStefano

bey o n d
boundari~3

Art Auction and Show
Beyond Boundaries will sponsor its fourth

annual art auction and show at the Community
Folk Art Gallery (2223 E . Genesee St. in
Syracuse) on Sunday, June 1, from 3 to 5
PM. Admission is free!

The auction will feature artists from many
of Central New York's cultural communities.
The auction will have everything from water-
color to Iroquois pottery, handmade paper to
photography, hand-painted mirrors to African
influenced wearable art . Artists set the mini-
mum bid and our guests silently write their
bids and assigned bid numbers next to the
pieces they are interested in purchasing . Near
the end of the auction around 4:45 PM, bid-
ding is over and guests with the highest bid on
an art piece pay for it and take it home.

The auction is a fund-raiser for our `97
summer project with the Oglala Lakotas in
Porcupine, South Dakota and our exploratory
trip to Bolgatanga, Ghana for the '98 summer
project. The funds are given to Beyond Bound-
aries members needing help with travel ex-
penses.

The auction is more than a fund-raiser . It
fulfills Beyond Boundaries' mission of bring-
ing people together here at home who are
typically separated by society's rigid bound-
aries . It hopes to bring together the separated
groups/cultures of Central New York to honor
their expressions of art.

The afternoon is great fun: it is a wonder-
ful way to feast (we put on a "mean" recep-
tion), socialize with friends and artists and

shop for treasures for yourself, family and
friends . Remember graduations, weddings,
birthdays and holidays! This beats shopping at
the Carousel Mall! Call Aggie Lane at 478-
4571 for info.

— Aggie Lane

1
Special Showcase

The last Women's Showcase of the sea-
son will be on Saturday, May 10 at 7 :30 PM at
May Memorial Unitarian Universalist Soci-
ety, 3800 E. Genesee Street in Syracuse . The
Showcase offers an evening of music, read-
ings, dance and other performing arts featur-
ing the talents of local women.

This Showcase celebrates Mother's Day,
with a special anthology of original writings
by women and girls being published in con-
junction with this event . Admission to the
Women's Showcase in on a sliding-scale of
$6-15 (more if you can, less if you can't), with
the proceeds from the evening being donated
to The Mother's Day Anthology Project. Tick-
ets to the Showcase will be available at the
door and everyone is welcome to attend.

Also at May Memorial on Saturday, May
31, Rita Condon will release her first CD,
entitledlntimate Strangers . Rita is no stranger
to the Syracuse community, having performed
at the Women's Showcase, Barnes and Noble,
Borders Books and Music, and various clubs
in the area. Local musicians David Chu, Joe
Davoli, Martha Beamish, and other guests
will join Rita in a one hour concert to celebrate
this 12-song release.

Intimate Strangers is dedicated to the
memory of Rita's parents, whose 1944 photo
adorns the cover of the CD. Rita's musical
influences, including Carly Simon, Carole
King, Ricki Lee Jones, and Joni Mitchell, can
be heard throughout her songs, which are
filled with imagery, stories and metaphor.

This concert celebration is free and open
to the public . Doors open at 7 PM with the
concert at 8 PM. A reception will follow . CDs
will be available for purchase the night of the
concert, and at various locations afterwards.

For more information, to get on the mail-
ing list, or to perform at a future Women's
Showcase, write Showcase Productions, PO
Box 936, Syracuse 13201 .

— Sue Weiss
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SAVES
Community Supported Agriculture

Farmers in Central New York, as else-
where in the state, need help . Throughout New
York State, farms are disappearing at an aston-
ishing rate . Our food supply is becoming more
and more dependent on shipments over vast
distances, requiring enormous amounts of fuel.
This also means that food costs will go up with
rising energy costs. You and I can be of help
while at the same time we can benefit : by
creating "Community Supported Agriculture"
(CSA).

CSA is a participatory arrangement for
channeling locally grown fresh organic pro-
duce to consumers in an urban area . In a CSA
consumers cooperate with farmers instead of
exploiting them . There are many ways in which
a CSA can work. In one model, for instance, a
number of households join together and con-
tract with an organic farmer for deliveries
throughout the growing season . Each house-
hold owns a "share" or part of a share, and
weekly produce gets delivered equally among
all the shares. In some cases, members help
with some of the harvesting and in this way get
to know more about the farm.

But all this doesn't just happen . It takes
planning, and there are many details to be
worked out. The New Environment Institute is
just now beginning to explore how Commu-
nity Supported Agriculture can be strength-
ened in the Syracuse area—by assisting and
strengthening existing CSA projects and/or
initiating new ones . Might you be interested in
helping with this? If you can come to a plan-
ning meeting, have some thoughts you wish to
convey, or would like to become a share-
holder once things get going, call Harry
Schwarzlander at 446-8009 or send e-mail to
<hs38@mailbox.syr.edu>

Harry is directorof the New Environment
Association and the editor of their newslet-
ter., New Environment Bulletin.

Also join SAVES onSaturday, May
17 at 6 PM for a dinner catered by Mr.
Arnold's/Shooting Star followed by the
lecture, "Better Health Through A
Vegetarian Diet" by Jennifer Daniels,
MD at the Wescott Community Center.
This is a fundraiser for SAVES . Call
437-2163 for reservations or info.

c!-,
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RANGRIG YESHE
Teachings on Compassion

On Thursday, May 22 the Venerable
Shyalpa Tenzin Rinpoche will give a public
talk entitled "Mindfulness : Introduction to
Luminous Compassionate Mind" at Hendricks
Chapel of Syracuse University at 7 :30 PM.

Rinpoche is a highly accomplished medi-
tation master and scholar in the Nyingma and
Kagyu lineages of Tibetan Buddhism . He has
led teachings, meditation seminars and re-
treats throughout the United States . His flu-
ency with the English language and his under-
standing of American culture make possible a
full and accurate transmission of profound
Buddhist teachings. Known for engaging each
student directly and personally, Rinpoche
emphasizes the role of Buddhist teachings in
everyday life.

Rinpoche founded Buddhist centers in
Nepal and the Rangrig Yeshe Center in
Stockbridge, MA . Rangrig Yeshe Center, a
non-profit organization devoted to the study
and practice of Tibetan Buddhism, sponsors
teachings, meditation seminars and retreats
with Ripoche year-round. Rangrig Yeshe also
operates the Tibetan Refugee Children's Fund,
which finds sponsors for needy Tibetan Refu-
gee children living in Nepal and India.

The talk on May 22 will serve as an
introduction to a public retreat "Mindfulness
Retreat: Instruction and Practice on Luminous
Compassion" with Rinpoche on Saturday and
Sunday, June 7-8, at the Syracuse OnCenter.
The cost of the talk at Hendricks Chapel is
$15, with scholarships available . The cost of
the retreat is TBA. Both the talk and the retreat
are rare, precious opportunities to experience
the profound teachings and for personal con-
tact with a highly realized teacher ; all are
encouraged to attend . For further information,
contact Madalyn Smith, 635-7154.

— Lisa Costanzo

SYRACUSE

COMMUNITY

RADIO

Taking Radio Back to Its Roots
Syracuse Community Radio (SCR) has

submitted our first FCC applications for ap-
proval of transmitter sites! Our goal of build-
ing a community radio station has taken a
great leap . Our activities take on a more mean-
ingful urgency as we move closer to the final
pre-broadcast phase . We hope you will join us
in the coming months to help build a commu-
nity-based broadcasting outlet in Central New
York .

Our member surveys indicate a strong
preference (about 90%) for acoustic, singer/
songwriters and folk programming, and we
are planning accordingly . SCR's broadcast
week will consist of about 65% music and
entertainment programming and 35% news,
public affairs, and experimental programming.
Our airstaff will consist of member-producers
from CNY who will create most of SCR's
programming.

Shows will be devoted to dozens of styles
of music, much of which cannot be heard on
any station in Central New York. News and
public affairs programming sources will in-
clude Pacifica, the BBC, Alternative Radio,
and other independent sources as well as lo-
cally produced segments . We are taking radio
back to its roots and into the 21st century!

SCR is a 501(c)(3), tax exempt, not-for-
profit corporation We are able to collaborate
with some groups who want to qualify for
grants but are not tax exempt . Let's get cre-
ative to benefit as many organizations as pos-
sible while we build our radio station!

Tell your friends and neighbors that a real
alternative can exist and encourage them to
help in some capacity . Keep in touch.

Send for your copy of the latest member
newsletter at Syracuse Community Radio, PO
Box 6365, Syracuse 13217-6365, 478-5215,
or e-mail <sytacomradio@juno.com>

— Frederic Noyes

On May 18, at 3 PM at the Westcott
Community Center, 826 Euclid Ave, Jim
Dessauer will discuss housing issues at the
Socialist Forum. Jim is the director of ENIP ,
(Eastside Neighbors in Partnership) and will

Socialist Forum
Housing: National Priorities and Grassroots Initiatives

be joined by representatives of other commu-
nity organizations involved with housing is-
sues .

The forum is free and open to the public.
Call Dave Edelstein at 475-2395 for info .
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Et Salvador: FMLN Rebels Gain in Elections
Ann Tiffany

ELECTIONS IN El Salvador came and
went on April 16 . There was little fanfare

in the US press . But with the now-legal FMLN
struggling to establish itself as a viable politi-
cal party, this election of national deputies and
municipal councils was of utmost importance.

During the February campaign, polls in-
dicated that the FMLN was preferred 37% to
27% over President Calderon Sol's right-wing
ARENA party. And that's when the problems
started.
• Soon thereafter four FMLN campaigners

were killed and eight wounded.
• The Christian Democratic Party (PDC) sub-

mitted a proposal in the Legislative Assem-
bly to investigate whether the FMLN's cam-
paign money came from arms sales .

• There was a charge that the Zapatistas were
receiving weapons from El Salvador.

• The Salvadoran Democratic Party (PD)—
made up primarily of former FMLN mem-
bers—charged that FMLN leaders were sup-
porting rebel movements in Peru and Mexico.

• There were charges that Cuba, China and
North Korea were providing the FMLN with
campaign funds . Sound familiar?

Despite these attacks, the FMLN won the
mayoral race in the capital, San Salvador, and
gained control of Santa Ana and San Miguel,
El Salvador's second and third cities . The
FMLN won 48 municipal governments, up
from 15 in the 1994 elections . ARENA won
control of 161 municipalities.

Of 84 deputy seats in the National As-
sembly, 28 went to ARENA and 27 to the '
FMLN . This means the FMLN will have to
forge alliances to proceed with its economic
platform. In contrast to ARENA's neo-liberal

economic policies, the FMLN proposes con-
trolling the cost of living and slowing the
privatization of some state institutions . The
FMLN's 27 deputies include a number of
former rebel commanders including Schafick
Handal.

Fewer than half of the eligible voters
voted. This hurt ARENA . Up to now President
Calderon Sol, unlike the FMLN, has not sup-
ported electoral reform to get more voters to
the polls . However, his tune has changed and
reform may become a bi-partisan effort . Poli-
tics are politics wherever you are.

Hopefully, El Salvador's economic, so-
cial, and educational problems—which are as
grave as ever—will be addressed in the Legis-
lative Assembly . And not on the killing fields.

Source : recent Nicaragua Solidarity Net-
work weekly newsletters.

In February Ann visited Ei Salvador for
the fourth time for 10 days with the Syracuse/
La Estancia Sister Community.

Central America/Caribbean Coalition Notes

• Cuba : The blockade continues and once
more the Pastors for Peace Caravan will pass
through Syracuse. Join the Abolish the Block-
ade of Cuba Committee (ABC) welcoming
their arrival on Sunday, May 9, at 5 PM, at
a potluck at South Presbyterian Church, cor-
ner of S . Salina and Colvin St.

Also join the Caravan as it crosses the
border in Buffalo on May 14 . Call elana at
472-5711 for car-pool information . Call
Doug at471-5749 for info about the potluck,
the two days of civil disobedience training
on May 13 and 14 in Buffalo, or about how
to donate support to help pay for truck rental
costs and gas.

• El Salvador : See Ann Tiffany's article,
above, about the elections . Since our
delegation's return from Sister Community
La Estancia in March, regular communica-
tion has continued with all five caserios, and
the Sister Community Project has formal-
ized several committees in order to operate
more efficiently as we enter our sixth year.

Roberto and Gloria Zamora were in Sanc-
tuary in Syracuse between 1987 and 1988.
For the past seven years they have been
living in Edmonton, Alberta . They and their
daughter Alba have each had the opportu-
nity to make at least one return trip to El

Salvador since the peace accords were signed
in 1991. Roberto is making plans to take
their two sons, Alfonso and Osmaro, to El
Salvador in this summer.

Many Syracuseans who were involved
with the Zamora family years ago continue
to accompany them in their abiding connec-
tion with their homeland. Alfonso and
Osmaro were born in Mexico and have never
seen El Salvador . Nor have they met most of
their relatives on Roberto's side. Shirley
Novak is coordinating local 'contributions
towards the $1500 airfare. Call 446-6099.

• Haiti : Medea Benjamin of Global Exchange
has proposed a "Coalition for a Living Wage
Worldwide," as a step towards addressing
the extreme exploitation of labor in Haiti and
many other Third World nations. CACC
will explore this proposal in future meet-
ings . In Haiti's recent local elections, former
President Aristide's new organization,

Next CACC Meeting
Wednesday, May 14

from 6 - 7 :30 PM
(working potluck)

at Plymouth Congregational
Church, 232 E . Onondaga St .

Lavalas Family Party, won most races and
controls many local councils, the Chamber
of Deputies, and will probably control the
Senate. US media have neglected the wide-
spread rejection of President Preval's re-
gime, and the ongoing popular embrace of
the Lavalas movement . There was a gener-
ally low turn-out for the local elections,
which were afflicted by very poor organiza-
tion.

• School of the Americas Watch: Fr. Roy
Bourgeois of SOA Watch will be speaking
at the Interfaith Center adjacent to the SUNY
Geneseo campus at 7 PM, Saturday, May
17 . The event is the Genesee Valley Citizens
for Peace 25th Birthday Party and will be
preceded by music and a 5:30 PM potluck
dinner . Fr. Roy, a decorated Viet Nam vet-
eran, has spent more time in US prisons than
most college grads have spent in college.
His quietly galvanizing talk is not to be
missed . To carpool, call SPC, 472-5478.

The SOA vigil in Washington, DC ended
on April 29 . Many people from Central New
York participated in the Washington, DC
activities . In Syracuse a noon solidarity rally
was held at Columbus Circle on Monday,
April 28 .

cont'd on next page
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School of Assassins:
The Case for Closing the School ofthe Americas and for Fundamentally Changing US Foreign Policy

Review by Ed Griffin-Nolan
by Jack Nelson-Pallmeyer

Orbis Books, 1997, 112 pages,
$12 paperback

to order call (800) 258-5838

ACK NELSON-Pallmeyer is convinced
that the School of the Americas (SOA), the

US Army's training ground for 59,000 Latin
American military officers, w ill soon be closed.
He presents the arguments for closing the
school early and cogently in his book, School
of Assassins.

But he is worried that the school might be
closed not because of its atrocious record but
because of its mission of repressing Latin
American rebels has been successfully ac-
complished. Closing the school would be
something to celebrate, he declares, but only a
stop on the way to an overhaul of US foreign
policy objectives and methods.

It is not enough, argues Nelson-Pallmeyer,
to see the school dead and buried. It is crucial
to know what will be written on its gravestone.
He credits the activists of SOA Watch, includ-
ing Central New Yorkers, with generating the
outrage and the momentum that may be seal-
ing the fate of this abhorrent academy . Then he
challenges them, and all of us, to conduct this
campaign so that it continues to provoke a
fundamental re-examination of US foreign
policy.

The book is organized like a court case.
Nelson-Pallmeyer presents the charges against
the SOA . He acknowledges the arguments of
its defenders . Finally, he renders his verdict,
shared now by editorialists, a growing minor-

CACC cont'd from page 18

• Resources : Two new books of significance
for Central America have recently been pub-
lished. Cynthia Banas highly recommends
Searching for Everado, by Jennifer Harbury,
a human rights activist in Guatemala.
CACC's own Ed Kinane was a copy editor
of former SPC staffper`son Liam Mahoney's
book Unarmed Bodyguards, about Peace
Brigades International

ity in Congress, religious leaders and even
some members of the military : the school
should and must be closed.

The atrocities attributed to the SOA are
well-known by now . Nelson-Pallmeyer's com-
pilation of crimes places graduates of SOA at
the scene of every major crime in Latin America
since the end of World War II.

He spends quite a bit
of time on . the involve-
ment of SOA graduates in
the repression of religious
progressives . The flavor
of the book, as befits an
Orbis publication, is reli-
giously inspired, though
never preachy. (Orbis is a
publishing house run by
the Maryknoll Catholic
missionary order; the book
begins with a quote from
Jesus Christ and ends with
one from Father Roy
Bourgeois, the leader of
resistance to the SOA .)

Then he presents the
defense, as espoused by
the SOA itself. The argu-
ments for the SOA's con-
tinued operation are sev-
eral :

There's the "bad apples" theory, in which
SOA defenders argue that the school's reputa-
tion should not be tarnished by the actions of
a few graduates . Nelson-Pallmeyer makes
applesauce of this one, noting that fully two
thirds of the worst violators singled out by the

• What's in aName? While we are the Central
America/Caribbean Coalition, our interests
take us beyond that limited, though extremely
rich turf. We are very aware of the struggles
of the Zapatistas in Chiapas, Mexico, and
the conflicts in Colombia and Peru, among
other countries, and how these are connected
to the realities of oppression and popular
response in Central America and the Carib-
bean. At our next meeting, Wednesday,
May 14, from 6 - 7 :30 PM (working pot-
luck), we will discuss a name change, possi-
bly to Latin America/Caribbean Coalition.

Paul Weichselbaum

UN Truth Commission in El Salvador were
SOA alumni. And that is just the beginning.

There's the "engagement" theory . In this
one the defenders argue that Latin American
military officers learn positive values by rub-
bing elbows with their US peers . A corollary
of this argument, citing the academy's revised
curriculum, notes that the course of study at

SOA now includes hu-
man rights work . To
which the\ book replies:
"by their fruits you shall
know them ."

Finally, there's
the "war is hell" theory,
in which supporters of
the school argue that US
national security interests
are at stake in Latin
America, and that such
interests are more impor-
tant than human rights
concerns . Such defend-
ers have the virtue of rug-
ged honesty ; they're im-
patient with the squea-
mish who don't want to
support rape and murder
with their tax payments.
The response to such ar-
guments is in the activi-

ties of SOA Watch, the group which had been
working to close the school since 1989.

Jack Nelson-Pallmeyer concludes that the
SOA can only be understood in two ways:
either as a colossal success or a colossal fail-
ure. Either way, he argues, the pressure to
close it will mount until it is finally shut down.

His book is the most compelling sum-
mary available of the activities of the school.
"Without vigilance and vision," he writes,
"the SOA could be closed through our efforts
but the practices that have led it to be known
as the `School of the Assassins' or the `School
of Dictators' could be carried out elsewhere
within the broader US foreign policy estab-
lishment. If that happens, then closing the
SOA will be a victory more symbolic than
real . For the sake of all of us who live in the
Americas we must not let that happen ."

Ed is the father of two young boys, and
will graduate from massage therapy school
In July. He is the author of Witness For Peace.

A

SOA : School of Torture?

BONE INsiv ns (1943 Medical Guide)
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r Place Your Ad

Here
1 I	 ~ 1

The Peace Newsletter's readership
1 is interested and loyal . Take

advantage of our great ad rates .
1 Consider your ad as a great way to 1
1 make a tax-deductible donation.

j

	

r Call 472-5478
1

		

'for ad rates
L ... L	 J

MARGARET R. MATHEWS C .S.W.
CERTIFIED SOCIAL WORKER

• Individuals
• Couples
• Sliding-scale Fee

203 S. BEECH ST.
SYRACUSE, N .Y. 13210

(315) 424-7930

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . ...

The Waite Rose
Old Books & Antiques

fy,rallyM

u
j

'~J 501 Hawley Avenue44 Syracuse, NY 13203
aurae

Open goon till dark or by appointment

315/ 478-3312

1 Support the Syracuse Peace Council 1
and advertise your business

1 at the same time'

Erwin Reiner
Residential
Contracting

478-2998
Restoration

Renovation

Rehabilitation
Repair

passive solar
personal service

references

I've got the cure
1 for your

)

7$44
---z	

MICHAEL DESALVO
(315) 479-8255

906 PARK AVE
SYRACUSE, NY 13204

3

Dr. Howard S. Walsdorf

CHIROPRACTOR

treatments ion
Neck & Shoulder Pain

Lower Back Injuries
Stress Related Pain
Chronic Ailments

465 Westcott Street
Syracuse, New York 13210

Day & Evening Hours
For Appointment Call:

(315) 422-2027

Guidance in Nutrition &
Natural Remedies

Cold and Flue Season...

Reduce polluting gases from your furnace.
Let your furnace work less and
SAVE MONEY!

Classic Carpentry is a residential
construction firm with extensive
experience in home insulation . "We use
blown-in cellulose, a recycled newspaper
product."

	

- Joseph Branagan

Please Call us at:

471-0324

	evr

More Food Than Ever
Now Syracuse Real Food Cooperative has more food (and non-food) items than
ever before. Our expanded inventory includes over 200 items in bulk to reduce
packaging and save money, and hundreds of environment-friendly organic &
biodegradable products . Syracuse Real Food Cooperative: a member owned

grocery store, open to everyone . It's all you'll need to shop for a healthy lifestyle.

Syracuse Real Food Cooperative
618 Kensington Road, Syracuse (off Westcott near Barry Park) (315) 472-1385

open Monday to Saturday, 8am to 8pm and Sunday loam to 6pm
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To the editor,
I would like to acknowledge the generos-

ity of diverse members of the Syracuse com-
munity who attended two recent fund-raising
events for an important video project . The two
events were organized by Sue Weiss and many
associates to raise funds for "Murshidat, Mid-
wives and Nurses : Women Transforming
Health Care and Social Relations in Yemen,"
a video on the female primary health care
workers called Murshidat. Yemen is located
on the Arabian peninsula. Due to your sup-
port, the editing process for the video docu-
mentary will soon begin.

(A SEPERATE)

HIV Confinement Bill
Governor Edward Schafer of North Da-

kota signed a measure on April 10 giving
judges the power to detain a person without a
hearing, and force that person to take a blood
test for HIV.

According to the American Civil Liber-
ties Union, the law serves no public health
purpose, and is a violation of due process and
the Fourth Amendment's guarantee against
unreasonable searches and seizures.

Under the measure, a person who be-
lieves that another individual has "signifi-
cantly" exposed them to blood may secure a
state court order confining that individual for
up to five days, during which time a judge can
rule on whether to order an HIV test.

The legislation specifies a "person" as a
police officer, firefighter, emergency medical
technician, health care worker or a patient—in
other words, practically anyone could be de-
tained . The law also allows a person to be
imprisoned even though no criminal charges
have. been filed.

The law also provides no guidance to
courts on how the results of the forced HIVtest
will be kept confidential, raising important
questions about individual privacy. ,,

— source : ACLU Newsfeed

	

db

Gulf War Syndrome Cover-Up
The Depleted Uranium Education Project

(DUEP) is demanding a' complete and inde-
pendent investigation into the toxicological
and radiological effects of the use of depleted
uranium weapons during the Persian Gulf
War.

Poisonous, radioactive uranium-com-
pound has been recycled into millions of rounds
of large and small calibre weapons by the US.
These weapons were used in combat for the

LETTERS
Held on International Women's Day,

March 8, the Women's showcase provided
both local talent and a guest poet from the west
coast . Local artists included the Women's
ChoirWomanspirit Rising, directed by Cherie
Ackerson, and performances by Wendy Caplan
and Roslyn Raspberry, and Jolie Rickman.
Seattle poet Mona Lake Jones presented ex-
cerpts from her recent books. The second
event, held on March 18, was a slide presenta-
tion and discussion of theMurshidat' s roles in
delivering health care and integrating Afri-
can-identified groups into their coastal Yemeni
community . I was deeply grateful for the op-

PEAOES
first time during the Gulf War, scattering be-
tween 300 and 800 tons of depleted uranium.

The people suffering from the effects of
these weapons must receive medical atten-
tion. The DUEP wants to raise awareness
regarding the use of these weapons . The book,
Metal of Dishonor—How the Pentagon Radi-
ates Soldiers and Civilians with Depleted Ura-
nium Weapons, canbe ordered from the DUEP,
39 W. 14th St . #206, NY, NY 10011, (212)
633-6646, or email :<iacenter@iacenter .org>

Feminist Bookstore Week +,
The National Feminist Bookstore Col-

lective, a four-year-old association of 115
feminist bookstores in the US and Canada is
sponsoring Feminist Bookstore Week, May
10-18 . Syracuse boasts the largest feminist
bookstore in NYS, My Sisters' Words. Given
the cut-throat climate of the book industry, it is
impressive that My Sisters' Words will cel-
ebrate ten years of serving the CNY commu-
nity this October.

My Sisters' Words, 304 N. McBride St .,
celebrates the week with the following events:
• Sat. May 10 : Amy E . Bartell will launch her

new poster commemorating the 60th anni-
versary of Amelia Earhart's historic flight.
Reception and signing is from 11-5 PM.

• Mon . May 12 : Sherry Chayat signs Subtle
Sound: Zen Teachings of Maurine Stuart
from 4-6 PM:

• Tues . May 13 : Jennifer MacPherson signs
"Cute and Perky, Slim and Sexy" : Poet's
Guide to Personal Ads, from 4-6 PM.

• Thurs. May 15 : staff reads from current
favorites, beginning at 7PM.

• Sat . May 17 : Prism Collective from Roches-
ter sign Sisters of the 13th Moon : Rituals
Celebrating Women's Lives from 1-3 PM.

	 A

New Report on "Civil Liberties and
Welfare Reform"

The New York Civil Liberties Union has
released a 24-page report, "Civil Liberties
Issues and Welfare Reform ." State executive
director Norman Siegel visited Syracuse dur-
ing April as part of a tour of all chapter offices
to respond to particular "welfare reform" pro-
posals advanced by Governor Pataki . Siegel
reiterated that there are constitutional limits
on what New York State can do to the poor in
the name of "reform."

Siegel said, "Public assistance should not
be denied to any child or adult who, in fact, is
needy or lacking in adequate food, clothing or
other basic necessities of life ."

NYCLU supports creation of jobs and job
training, counting educational programs to-
ward eligibility for welfare, and careful due
process protections.

NYCLU opposes Pataki's proposals to
reduce cash benefits, cap the number of chil-
dren eligible in a family, force work for unfair
wages, deny assistance to get children to at-
tend school ("learnfare"), residency require-
ments, forcing teen parents to live with a
parent to qualify, and various coercive tactics
that invade privacy.

To get a copy of the full report, contact
Barrie Gewanter, d irector of the Central New
York Chapter, at 471-2821, Monday through
Thursday, 1-5 PM.

UNCLASSIFIED
Worker Needed : The Syracuse Cultural
Workers is looking for a person to sell its
goodies at the farmers market Saturdays
from 7AM - noon begining May 3, 1997 or
ASAP. Call 474-1132.

5/97 Peace Newsletter 21

portunity to share these women's success story
with members of the Syracuse community . As
an anthropologist I recognize that people in
various cultures are committed to such self-
help efforts—strikingly similar endeavors are
underway right here in our own Syracuse
neighborhoods.

I wish to thank numerous friends and
neighbors who so generously contributed their
time, talent, and money that will support pro-
duction of the video documenting the work
and achievements of these remarkable women.

-Delores M. Walters, PhD.
Syracuse
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WALL STREET -VS" YOUR STREET

Finance the Corporate World or Invest in Your Community
The Syracuse Cooperative Federal Credit Union

Accounts insured by NCUA

	

723 Westcott Street, Syracuse NY 13210

• Accounts 471-1116

	

• Loans & Mortgages 476-5290

	

• FAX 476-0567

ARE YOU PLANNING
YOUR PERSONAL OR BUSINESS FINANCIAL FUTURE?

LET
HANSEN'S FINANCIAL & TAX SERVICE

SUSAN S . HANSEN

	

ASSIST YOU IN MAKING

Registered Representative, LUTCF

	

CFP

315-637-5153 800-318-9780

YOU MAY WISH TO CONSII)FR:

* Mutual Funds , Annuities, Stocks or Bonds
* Socially Responsible Investing

* Life, Disability, Long Term Care or Health Insurance

WISE DECISIONS

Securities offered through Cadaret, Grant, & Co ., Inc .,

108 West Jefferson Street, Syracuse, NY 13202

315-471-2191 Member NASD and SIPC
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OTHER MAY EVENTS 1
committee meets

Tu Tu Venue, 731 James St.
476-6228.

Syracuse United Neighbors
Southwest meeting . Brady
Faith Center, across from
Southwest Community Cen-
ter, 401 South Ave. 7pm . 476-
7475.

stonewall

5 :30pm .

2 3
Lake Ontario Bird Festival &
Art Show at Mexico Point State
Park . Call M .A . Koeneke for
into, 342-3402. Also on Sunday.

Alternative Energy Fair & Home
Tours. Cheel Campus Center,
Clarkson Univ., Potsdam, NY.
11am5pm . Sponsored by Seed-
corn. Info: (315) 265-4619.

"Celebrating 18 Years of Co-
operating for a Change" .party

May 14: Join the Pastors for , May

Peace Caravan to Cuba as it to
crosses from

	

Buffalo into
Canada. Call elen, 472-5711,
to carpool from Syracuse .

8 : Vigil outside OnCenter
protest Catholic Charities

Humanitarian award to death
penalty advocate & DA William
Fitzpatrick. Call for time, 424-

may 22: "Mindfulness : Intro-
duction to Lumnious Com-.
passionate Mind" w/Tibetan
Buddhist Rinpoche. Hendrick's
Chapel,

	

SU .

	

7 :30pm .

	

$15.
Medal

	

635-7154.

1877 .

at

To have your group's
event or meeting time
listed, call or send the
Info to SPC. 472-5478.
.terse : deadline: 5123.

4
Women's Brunch at Berkana,
203 S. Beech St . Bring a dish to

5
People Against the Death

6
Coalition for the Common

7
EVERY

8
THURSDAY: "Evening

Arabic televisionArabesque"

9
Potluck to welcome the pas.
tors for Peace Caravan to

for Syracuse Cooperative Fed-
eral Credit Union. Weatcott Corn-
munity Center, 626 Euclid Ave.
History, music, dancing, refresh-

1st THREE WEDNESDAYS:
pass. Noon-2pm . 428-8724.

Lake Ontario Bird Festival
& Art Show at Mexico Point
State Park. See 5/4 for info.

EVERY SUNDAY : This Way Out,
Gay & Lesbian radio program on
WRVO FM 90. 6 :30-7pm .

Penalty

	

meeting .

	

Church Good meetlng.658 W. Onondaga
St. Noon . 478-7442.

program.peace Action

	

Call
for topic. May Memorial, 3800
E . .Genesee St. 7 :30pm . 478-

peace Newsletter editorial
meeting. Call SPC for time
& location. 472-5478 .

with news & entertainment.
5:30pm . Adelphie Cable Ch . 7.

People's Roundtable . This

Cuba. S . Presbyterian Church,
corners of S . Salina &Colvin.
5pm . Doug, 471-5749.

Women's Coffeehouses with
coffee, desserts, lively convey-
cation . This week :

	

Mothers/
Daughters. Women's INFO Can-
ter, 601 Allen St. 7 :30-9:30pm.
Free . 446-7259 .

ments . 7:30-11 :30pm . 476-5290.

1
O Feminist

	

Bookstore
Week begins. See page 21
for complete list of events.

Woman's Sirorvease, an averring
of music, readings, dance & other
performing

	

arts .

	

Celebrates
wogs Day, May Memorial, 3800
E . Genesee St $6.15 sliding scale.

Center, 3049 E . Genesee St.
7pm . 475-1878.

People for Animal Rights EVERY WED. : Syracuse Com-
munity Choir rehearsal. West-
cott Community Center, New
members welcome . 7 :30pm.
479-7664 .

'Workfare:week:

	

the Job That's
Lost may Be your Own .' Dis-
cuss issues of concern in our
communities . At S . Presbyte-
den Church, comers of S . Salina
& W. Colvin . 7-9pm . 478-1592.

general meeting . 7pm . Call
488-7877 for location .

7442.

11 I .
Feminist Bookstore Feminist Bookstore Feminist Bookstore

14

	

Week 1

	

ReconslDer: Forum on5 Drug Policy meeting. 206 16 17Week 31

	

Week
Justice for Jonny Gammage HOPE, Inc. meeting (grass- Onondaga Ave. 7:30pm . 422-6237 . Feminist Bookstore Week

EVERY SUNDAY : Support group
vigil, God's Way Church, 1800

Feminist Bookstore Week
roots AIDS group). Living Room, Every Thursday : Prayer . vigil event at My Sister's Wards, 304

S. Salina St. 5 :30pm.for former and current mental 326 Montgomery St . 5:30pm . In front of Landis Plastics N . McBride. Prism Collective

patients. Sponsored by Alliance . Syracuse Common Council Vent at My Sister's Words, 304
PoetN .

	

McBride .

	

Jennifer 474 -3616. Solvay plant on Milton Ave . members sign their work . 1-3pm

Plymouth Church. 3-5pm . Peggy regular meeting . 6pm.m.9•

	

P

	

Com- Central America

	

Caribbean Sponsored by Labor-Religious Fr. Roy Bourgeoisis of SchoolY

	

rgeo
Anne 475-4120 . mon Council Chambers, City MacPherson . 4-6pm Coalition working potluck at coalition ShwvsupportforLandis of Americas Watch speaking

Hall . 448-8466 . Amnesty International Group Plymouth

	

Church,

	

232

	

E . workers and union organizing at birthday party for Genesee
Syracuse United Neighbors #373 meeting, Mundy Branch OrondaaaSt6.7:30pm .478 .-4571 . struggles. 4 pm . Valley Citizens for Peace. In-
Southaide

	

meeting .

	

St . Library, 1204 S. Geddes St . 7- NOW CNY Chapter meeting . 1st & 3rd THURSDAYS: Gay & terfaith Center, next to SONY

Anthony's Church, Midland & 9pm . Letter writing, updates on Marine Midland Bank, 360 S Lesbian Alliance meeting. Enable, Geneseo. Potluck at 5:30, talk
Feminist Bookstore Week Colvin. 7pm . 476-7475 . cases . 668-7441 . -Warren, 7pm . 487-3188. 1801 Court St 7:30pm . 4725732 . Feminist Bookstore Week at 7pm.

18 19 20 Onondaga Audubon meeting.
church, 22 2323 "Better Health Through a Veg-

etarian Diet" talk by Dr. Jennifer

Syracuse

	

United

	

Neigh- Coalition for the Common
Erie Blvd . 7:30pm . 457-7731 . People's Roundtable . Topic :

EVERY FRIDAY : Gay & Las- Daniels . Also catered dinner by Mr.
How to Keep $ In Our Comma-

Hemlock Society meeting at boys near Westside meet- Onon- nit

	

Discuss issues of con- bian Young Adult meeting Arnold's. At Westcott community

May Memorial, 3800 E . Genesee ing. Anna Mae Williams Corn-
Good meeting. 658 W.

21

y.
cam in our communities. At S . (ages 21-25) . Women's Info Center. Sponsored by Syracuse

St . 3pm . munity Center, 228 Shonnard
daga St. Noon. 478-7442 .

EVERY WEDNESDAY: Alliance Presbyterian Church, corners Center, 601 Allen St. 422-9741 Area Vegetarian Society. 6pm.

St. 7 :30pm . 476-7475. membership meeting . West- of S. Salina & Colvin. 7-9pm . for time . 437-2163 for reservations.

Socialist Forum "Housing : Na-
tional Priorities & Grassroots EVERY TUESDAY: Student En cott Community Center, 2nd ft .,

Peace Council Work Party . 24
Initiatives " with Jim Dessauer, EVERY MONDAY: "Radiovl_ vironmsntel Action Coalition

826 Euclid Ave . 2pm. 475-4120.
Help us with cleaning/fixing

EVERY FRIDAY: Lesbian Co
Women'

m
s'g Out Group 7pm

director of ENIP . Westcott Corn-
munity Center. 3pm . Dave, 475-
2395 .

elan" on Adelphie Cable Ch. 3
at 9pm . Presented by Syra-
cuss Community Radio.

meeting. Noble Room, Hendricks
Chapel, SO . 6:30pm .

NAACP general mtg. 7pm . tasks . Light munchies, music, into Center, 601 Allen St. 492-
8035.

NAACP

	

Office,

	

1125

	

S.
Salina . 422-6933 .

camaraderie. Good way to get
involved . 6:30-8 :30pm.

25 26 27 28 29 30 31
EVERYSUNDAY

Syracuse Common Council
EVERY WEDNESDAY : Mill- Vigil Against the Death Pen-

People's 80 Minutes .
regular meeting. fpm . Com-
mon Council Chambers, City

tiny & Draft Counseling at
Peace Council . Noon-

ally . Columbus Circle, down-
town Syracuse. .Noon-12:30pm . Women's Art Show.-11am-Spm.

Adelphia Cable Ch . 3, 8pm . Hall . 448-8466.
the

Cyndi 475-1878.
Women's INFO Center, 601 Allen

Produced by Peace Council .
3pm . Call Marge 472-5478. St. Pat, 446-7259.

Parents, Fantny & Friends of Women's Art Festival. Poetry,

EVERY SUN : 61 Percent,

Lesbians & Gays (PFLAG)
meeting. First Unitarian Uni-

Friends of- Dorothy Catho-
llc Worker Benefit Dinner.
St . Vincent de Paul Parish

Peace Newsletter
~Mng Party as SPC,

music, & dance celebrating
women's talents . Weafcott Com- Music release party for Rita

Women's issues radio program,
versalist society of Syracuse,

Center, Winton St ., off Burnet 924 Burnet Ave. 5-7pm.
munity Center. 8pm . Pat, 446 London's 'Intimate Strangers'.

250 Waring Rd . 7 :30pm . 446 7259 . May Memorial, 3800 E. GeneseeWRVO FM 90 . 6-6:30pm . 5940
Ave. 5:30 pm . $0•$15 done- Fme Foal! All welca ne.
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ii tCleaning : The Death is Forever

Somewhere inside this PNL someone makes reference to recruiting billboards "sprouting up like daffodils ." While we would
hate to give the impression that SPC supports the destruction of private property, SPC clearly does support city beautification
projects . For example, the billboard above was beautified quite simply . It's amazing what a touch of red paint here and there
can do for one's spirit . So we'd like to encourage each and every one of you to enjoy spring, and re-decorate when the spirit

moves you .
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