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THE SYRACUSE PEACE !O1INc11L Alliances, Coalitions & Contacts 1
Abolish the Blocade of Cuba

	

Peace Action of CNY
Doug Igelsrud

	

471-5749 Diane Swords

	

478-7442
ACLU-CNY Chapter

	

Peace Brigades International
Barrie Gewanter

	

471 2821 Ed Kinane

	

478-4571
`~ Alliance-Psychiatric System

	

P.E .A .C.E., inc.
Survivors

	

Louis Clark

	

470-3300
George Ebert

	

475-4120 People Against the Death Penalty
Alternatives to Violence Project

	

6374344
Jay Liestee

	

499-0845 People for Animal Rights
American Friends Service

	

488-PURR (7877)
Committee

	

475-4822 Physicians for Social
Animal Defense League 479-9105 Responsibility

	

488-2140
ARISE

	

472-3171 Planned Parenthood 475-5525
Atlantic States Legal Foundation PWHIV/ AIDS Support Hotline

475-1170 Sandra

	

471-5911
Caribbean/Latin Amer . Coalition ReConsider
Shirley Novak

	

446-6099 Nick or Alex Eyle

	

422-6231
Citizens Against Radioactive

	

Religion : Other
Dumping

	

(607) 753-6271 Phoenix or Kat

	

474-8801
Citizen Review Board

	

Rose Center
Felicia Davis

	

448-8750 Teri Cameron

	

422-3426
CNY Center for Occupational

	

Sarah House

	

475-1747
Health and Safety

	

471-6187 Save the County

	

637-6066
CNY Environment

	

SEEDS

	

(607) 749-2818
Lee Gechas

	

446-5319 Service Employees International
CNY N .O.W.

	

487-3188 Robert Tompkins

	

424-1750
Community Media Action Group Sierra Club

423-4783 Sue Carlson

	

445-1663
CUSLAR

	

(607) 255-7293 Small Claims Court Action
Dunbar Center

	

Center

	

443-1401
Merriete Pollard

	

4761 .269 S.O.A. Watch/ CNY
EON/Transgender Community

	

Ed Kinane

	

478-4571
Melissa

	

423-4099 Soda! Workers for Peace
Fair Housing Council of CNY

	

Dick Mundy

	

445-0797
Merrilee Witherell

	

471-0518 Socialist Party
Fair Trial for Mumia Committee

	

Ron Ehrenreich

	

478-0793
472-5478 Spanish Action League 471-3762

Fightback! of CNY

	

422-0555 SU African-American Society
Food Bank of CNY

	

437-1899

	

443-4633
Food Not Bombs

	

423-7856 Student Environmental Action
Friends of the Fllippino People

	

Coalition
John Brule

	

445-0698 Michelle Baumfleck

	

423-8000
Gay/Lesbian Alliance 422-5732 Syr . Alternative Media Network
Gay/Lesbian/BisexualStudent

	

Tim Brachocki

	

425-8806
Assoc. (SU)

	

443-3599 Syracuse Area Vegetarian Society
Haiti Solidarity

	

SAVES/Joe Connolly

	

437-2163
Ann Tiffany

	

478-4571 Syracuse Community Choir
Hemlock Society

	

Karen Mihalyi

	

428-8724
Betty Bentley

	

463-0782 Syracuse Community Radio
Hotel Employees 150 437-0373 Frederic Noyes

	

234-2000
Irish Northern Aid ,

	

SyracuseCooperativeFederal
Patrick Smith

	

469-8948 Credit Union

	

471-1116
Jail Ministry

	

424-1877 Syracuse Cultural Workers
Kenlark Centerfor Creative

	

*Pik Cool

	

474-1132
Spirituality

	

Syracuse N.O.W .

	

472-3294
Bourke Kennedy

	

685-5414 Syr . Real Food Coop 472-1385
Lesbian/Gay Youth '

	

443-3599 Syr . Social Movement Initiative
NAACP

	

Syracuse United Neighbors
Van Robinson

	

422-6933 Rich Puchalski

	

476-7475
Natural OrganicFarmers Assoc . S.U. for Animal Rights 443-4199
Ammie Chickering

	

365-2299 Urban League
New Environment Association

	

Eloise Dowdell Curry

	

472-6955
Harry Schwarzlander

	

446-8009 Utica Community Action
NYPIRG

	

476-8381 John Furman

	

797-7020
Onondaga Audobon 457-7731 Witness for Peace Delegations
Onon . Women's Political Caucus Nancy Gwin

	

422-4689
Peggy Murray

	

475-7671 Women ' s Center (SU) 443-4268
Open Hand Theatre

	

Women's Health Outreach
Geoff Navias

	

476-0466

	

425-3653
Pax Christi

	

Women's INFO Center 478-4636
FrankWoolever

	

446-1693
(If you want your group listed, please call)

New people are always welcome to join any of these activites . Contact
SPC at 472-5478 or the person listed to find out what you can do.

Collectives, Committees
SPC Staff Collective

	

Bookkeeper
Tim Judson

	

SPC Press

	

Duane Hardy
Beth Mosley Paul Pearce SPC Council:

Paul Frazier, Rae Kramer,
Carl Mellor, Andy Molloy,
Marge Rusk, Ann Tiffany

The Literature Committee
• Program Committee
• Political Action Committee
▪Organizational Maintenance Committee
• Pledge Coordinator : Pat Hoffman

The Peace Newsletter
The PNL Collective meets most Wednesdays at 5 :30 PM at
the Peace Council . Call SPC to confirm the time.

Editorial & Production : Beth Berila, Paul Frazier, Karen Hall,
Bill Hamler, Tim Judson, Mike Kernahan, Rae Kramer, Bill
Mazza, Joy Meeker, Andy Molloy, Beth Mosley, Paul Pearce
Graphics Coordinator : Anita Welych
Cover Coordinator : Karen Kerney

SPC Projects: 472-5478
• SPC-TV — Paul Pearce • Plowshares Craftsfair
• Fair Trial for Mumia Committee

Other Volunteers
Sonali Sathaye, Chuck Durand, Mardea Warner, Amy Bartell,
Vanessa Johnson, Ed Kinane, Aggie Lane, Joan Goldberg,

Ruth Putter, Margaret Birdlebough, Kathy Barry, Brian
Caufield, Fredrick Noyes, Jolie Rickman, Bill Mazza, Lance
Hogan, Bill Hamier, Sylvia Burgess, Daniel Bowers, Carol

Baum, Chris Spies-Rusk, Susan Adair ; Nick Orth,
Michael DeSalvo

Statewtertt ofPtavpose

The Syracuse Peace Council (SPC), founded In 1936, Is an
antiwar/social justice organization . It Is community-based, autono-
mous and funded by the contributions of its supporters.

SPC educates, agitates and organizes for a world where
war, violence and exploitation In any form will no longer exist. It
challenges the existing unjust power relationships among nations,
among people and between ourselves and the environment. As
members, we work to replace Inequality, hierarchy, domination and
powerlessness with mutual respect, personal empowerment, coop-
eration and a sense of community.

Present social Injustices cannot be understood in isola-
tion from each other nor can they be overcome without recognizing
their economic and militaristic roots . SPC stresses a strategy that
makes these connections clear. We initiate and support activities
that help build this sense ofcommunity and help teardown the walls
of oppression . A fundamental basis for peace and justice Is an
economic system that places human need above monetary profit.
We establish relationships among people based on cooperation
rather than competition or the threat of destruction.

Our political values and personal lives shape and reflect
each other. In both we are committed to nonviolent means of conflict
resolution andto a process of decision-making that responds to the
needs of us all .

J
S	 racuse Peace Council924 Burnet Ave, Syracuse, N .Y. 13203	 (315) 472-5478	



In This Issue:
WELCOME BACK TO STUDENTS AND

vACATIONEERS! In honor of the annual return of
Syracuse's total population, we decided to
stage a sort of "homecoming" with this issue.
You might notice a certain focus, for instance,
on antimilitarism. That's more or less the
Peace Council's bag — our "roots," as it were.
And what could be more peace-ful than shut-
ting down a school of torture (the SOA) and
the institutions of violence that produce it (eg,
the Pentagon) . And of course there's always
SPC's arch-nemesis organization, NATO . Find
out why it hasn't gone away — and why it still
poses as big a threat as ever.

Among other business, as SU folks re-
turn, they come home to two major issues:
SU 's atrocious contract offer to its union work-
ers, and another sexual harassment & assault
sweep-under-the-rug job (news on the latter
next month) . In Sept ., the NRC will be coming
to CNY for a public hearing on NiMo's Nine
Mile 1 plant . And if anything hits closer to
home than gender identity or the status of
Black Liberation in this country, we don't
know what does.

We especially welcome home the six
SOA prisoners of conscience, while sayin
good-bye to Ed &Kathleen .

	

— TJ

The Peace Newsletter (PNL) is published
monthly by the Syracuse Peace Council . SPC,
founded in 1936, is the oldest community-based
'peaceand justice organization in the United States.

The PNL strives to serve as the internal
organ of SPC and as a forum for articles which
discuss issues of concern to the peace movement.
The opinions expressed in the PNL reflect the
diversity of opinions within SPC itself . While we are
not able to print every possible viewpoint, we do
welcome letter and article submissions as well as
suggestions and assistance.

ThePNL has very reasonable ad rates ; call
or write for our rates . Movement groups are free to
reprint articles and graphics, but please give credits
and send us a copy flagging the reprint. For-profit
groups, please inquire.

ISSN #0735-4134
The PNL is available on microfilm from

University Microfilms, Inc., 300 N . Zeeb Rd ., Ann
Arbor, MI 48106.

Subscriptions are $12 a year in the U .S .,
$15 in Canada and Mexico and $25 overseas . The
institutional rate is $15. ThePNLis free to prisoners
and low-income people . Your organization, co-op,
etc . can receive 5-25 PNLs each month . Our circu-
lation is 4500.

Contributions to SPC beyond PNL sub-
scriptions support our activist programs . We al
ways need your support. Peace Newsletter/Syra-
cuse Peace Council, 924 Burnet Ave, Syracuse,
NY 13203.
PNL Distributors (We Need You Too!)

Pat Hoffman, Elinor Cramer, Chuck
Durand, Marge Rusk, Duane Hardy, Bill Hamler,
Daniel Bowers, Ted Widay, Cynthia Maud-
Gembler

Thank you to all of the helpers for
the August Mailing Party — and apolo-
giee to all those who missed It because
of the date change. We are back on our
regular schedule now. See you the last
Thursday of the month!

PseENEI&ITm

SPC Page	 4
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SOA Sentencing Update by Ed Kinane	 6
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About the cover:

W
hen I last saw Kathleen Rumpf she
had a smile just like the one in the
photo of heron the cover . It was July

23 in the federal courthouse in Columbus, GA
and this Syracuse activist was being taken by
US Marshals to begin her 12 month sentence
(see p . 6). The photo with the "pardon me,
too" slogan was on the front of the T-shirt
Kathleen wore to court that day.

On the back of her T-shirt was a color
photo showing the remains of some of the
hundreds of victims of the My Lai massacre in
Viet Nam . Superimposed on this grim scene
was a US flag.

(Local artists Ruth Putter, MelynRichman

Thanks to the following for
their work in making the

August 8th Summer Send-off
for Ed Kinane and Kathleen

Rumpf a big success!
• May Memorial Unitarian

Universalist Society
• Syracuse Food Not Bombs

• Syracuse Community Choir
• Lanny Freshman • Amanda Hogan

• Sarah Hogan • Betty Jones
• Deb Kenn • Julienne Oldfield

• Chris Spies-Rusk • Lance Hogan
• Diana Squlllace-Manno

• Barb Dunn Caillagh
• Lianne Van De Von

September 1998
PNL 671

Welcome Home,
Prisoners of Conscience!

Nick Cardell, Anne Herman,
Megan Rice, Dan Sage, Doris

Sage, & Ann Tiffany

It's good to have you back, safe &
sound.

This issue is dedicated to the
struggle for universal freedom for
which SOA Abolitionists have given

up some of their own.

October Issue Deadlines

"Pardon ME, Too"
and Kathleen Rumpf collaborated in creating
the tee shirt.)

The human rights course at the School of
the Americas features the My Lai massacre.
Our judge on July 23 was J . Robert Elliott —
the same judge who released Lt. Calley, the
US Army officer directly responsible for My
Lai .

And what became of Calley? Calley
found Columbus/Fort Benning so congenial
that he now runs a jewelry business there.

Hmmm. Ever wonder what those stu-
dents learn from their SOA human rights train-
ing?

— Ed Kinane

Articles
Ads
Calendar Items

Sep. 9
Sep . 18
Sep .18
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Tit for Tat Terrorism:
SPC Protests US bombing of Sudan &
Afghanistan

(J nder cover of darkness on Au-
gust 20 -- at the peak of the

prurient interest in his ejaculatory ten-
dencies -- the Commander-in-Chief or-
dered the launching of Cruise missiles
against targets in Sudan and Afghani-
stan. Clinton linked those targets to
Osama bin Laden, a former CIA associ-
ate, now opposed to the US military
presence in the Mideast. We're told bin
Laden is responsible for the August 7
bombings of US embassies in Kenya
and Tanzania.

The work of bullies, the twin ter-
ronsms of August 7 and August 20 were
brutal and barbaric. They spurned di-
plomacy, due process and international
law . They violated the sovereignty of
impoverished, lesser-armed nations.
They displayed contempt for human --
especially civilian -- life.

In all four bombings people of color
were the primary casualties.

On August 21 the Syracuse Peace
Council and Peace Action of CNY held
a noon hour protest at the Federal Build-
ing . Some of our signs:
• All bombing is cowardly and bararic.
• "An eye for an eye makes everyone
blind." (Gandhi)

• Bombing and revenge makes the
world unsafe for Americans.

/D Enclosed $12 for one year.

	

II This is a new subscription,

0 $	 additional donation for all your great work!

	

This is a renewal
0 Please contact me about volunteering .

	

LI My address has changed

	

l

the Syracuse Peace Council ' 924 Burnet Avenue, Syracuse, NY 13203

• Who benefits when the US govern-
ment perpetuates terrorism?

• Bombing= keeping the pot boiling
= more profit for US weapons
manufacturers.

Standing in a circle, over 30 of us
there discussed the issue. Kathy Barry
and Brian Caulfield invited everyone
to an action meeting that evening. To
get involved call SPC at 472-5478
Ed isa long-time peace and justice
activist based In Syracuse. NV.

eace
Sutiscrtl,e othe PNL Still only $12 a year for 12 isuet
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Name :	

Address :,	

City	 State ;	 Zip

Phone;

NeW69(ea/Z.
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COMMUNITY GATHERING

Fromspeaking out to getting locked

GPM FRIDAY
SEPTEMBER 18, 1998

Potluck Dinner
Panel Community voices on dissent
Open discussion and desserts
Share a meal and conversation with old and new friends

SEE BACK COVER FOR DETAILS

SOA Summer Send-off
Supper Success!

You missed a fine farewell fling if you were not in
attendance on August 8 at May Memorial for the Summer
Send-off Supper for felonius Kathleen Rumpf and EdKinane.
These SOA Abolitionist activists were sentenced on July 23:
12 months for Kathleen and 10 months for Ed (plus 6 months
for his sentence from January, totaling 16 months -- for more
details, see page 6) . Seventy-five people showed up for a
delicious, light summer dinner. After dinner Ed read his
eloquent statement given in court on July 23 . Mary Sopchak
read Kathleen's powerful court statement (for both statements,
seepage 8). Kathleen could not attend since she was in county
jail in Columbus, Georgia waiting transfer to a federal prison
in Texas . Many moving expressions of support and farewell
came from the audience.

Melodious music was supplied by Barb Dunn Caillagh
on vocals and guitar, accompanied by Lianne Van De Ven on
piano and djembe.

Five of our colleague/jailbirds' will be released from
prison in late September. We will be very happy to have them
back with us.

John Fitzsimmons
'rr

1T-, A RI?

	

411 A.1
IV-8 TREE. ..
ITS A, PLANT. ..
BUT WHAT KIND?

Saturday, September 19' 1-4pm
(rain date, Sept 20)

Come for a walk in the woods and find out with
local naturalists Andy Molloy, Marge Rusk.
Karen Kerney & more . Explore two one-ho
loops on the undeveloped side of Verona Reach
StatePark .

An SPC fun-raising Event --
$5/person, $12/family

(additional donations gratefully accepted)
phone 472-5478 RSVP by 9/17 (so we have enough guides)



Fort Benning Here We Come Again
Columbus, Georgia trip, July 1998
Rae Kramer

OUR GROUP of six began the trip from
Syracuse to Columbus, Georgia with a

loving send-off at 8 :30 AM July 19 . A beauti-
ful yellow and blue morning, smiles and hugs
with old and new friends . A cheery beginning
for a journey to bear witness to our friends'
upcoming sentencing to prison.

What is the proper decorum for such a
trip? Especially when one of us is one of the
five to be sentenced. We quickly fell into a
good mix of lightness, intense discussion and
long naps.

We stopped often and took longer than
had previous Syracuse-Georgia SOA trips . It
only occurs to me now to wonder if somehow
we were trying to slow down actually getting
there.

Is Columbus like other army towns? One
notices a large number of strip joints, bars and
pawn shops, the latter advertising that even
car titles are welcome. (One pawn shop we
visited had many Gulf War medals for sale .)
What does this say about the life of an Ameri-
can soldier assigned to a base in the U .S .?

Margaret Birdlebough, from the Syra-
cuse-based SOA Abolitionists Affinity group,
and Charlie Liteky, long-time anti-SOA activ-
ist from California, welcomed us to the vigil
house they have set up about two miles from
Fort Benning. The house is small, plain, with
sleeping pallets on the floor, covered in cool
sheets and pretty hand-dyed fabrics . There is
a kind of instant family intimacy with the
inside doors left open to circulate the cool air.
We slip easily into the daily routine of stand-
ing vigil outside the Fort at 7 :00 AM and 4:00
PM and the Federal Courthouse building from
8:30 to 10 :00 AM.

Fort Benning is like an attractive college
campus. Stone, brick, and wood buildings, set
amidst lovely trees and plantings, calm in the
soft late-afternoon light . It is clean and spa-
cious, with ballfields and kids playing catch.
Less reminiscent of Norman Rockwell was
the van routinely parked just inside the en-
trance, its occupants watching us with binocu-
lars, quick to approach if we moved from our
vigil spot and wandered onto the Fort grounds.

Cathy Cardell (wife of Nick Cardell,
currently serving six months in prison for
crossing the line last November) and I visited
the School of the Americas twice. The School
is a handsome building that fits well into the
campus atmosphere . Faculty offices were neat
or messy, PC's all around, kids' drawings for
Dad taped up here and there . Formal photo-
graphs of graduates and former commandants
decorate the halls. Unlike most colleges, how-
ever, most of the people we saw were in
uniform . No untied sneakers or big shirts over
low-slung pants . Whether fatigues or dress,
the uniform is unequivocal in its message of
identity, of sense of self at ease in its own
environment.

The first day we were given a three-hour
tour and briefmg by Public Affairs Officer
Kevin McIver. He was polite and provided us
with information packets that he reviewed in
some detail (his frustration with SOA Watch
slipped out only occasionally) . Eager to edu-
cate us, he seemed to believe that if we were
only properly informed, we would come to see
that what was happening at the School was
important and beneficial.

Day two Cathy and I had a short meeting
with Colonel Glenn Weidner, the just-arrived
new commandant of the School . Courteous
and welcoming, he squeezed us into a tight
schedule . He is physically reminiscent of
Oliver North, neat, strong posture, self-pos-
sessed. He is articulate and while very self-
controlled, passionate about his mission at the
School . Like McIver, he was regretful that we
were " misinformed " or "inadequately in-
formed ." A recent Harvard Fellow, Weidner is
no good ole boy. He is a professional, highly
educated and smooth . I believe that he is
strengthened by the challenge of his new as-

signment and sees it as an opportunity for
career advancement and significant service to
his country.

Both McIver and Weidner emphasized
that human rights material is integral to all
courses at the School. They acknowledged
that SOA graduates have been implicated in
documented atrocities, but insisted that some
proverbial bad apples can be found in any
situation, and that the School, in any event,
cannot be held responsible for the actions of its
graduates once they return to their countries of
origin. (Is this a variation of "guns don't kill
people, people kill people"?)

Many late night conversations on the
front porch of the vigil house. Charlie talking
about one's moral imperative. What is the
right thing to do? Do we belong at home, in
Georgia, in jail? What happens when we close
the School? If the issue is really U .S . foreign
policy in Latin America, this means the pro-
tection of global corporatization directed from
the boardroom, Congress, or the Pentagon.
How do we speak about this in ways that mean
something to the folks watching the local
news at eleven?

Is it prudence or is it paranoia to be wary
of the odd clicks and delays on the phone at the
vigil house? Are they looking for information
or trying to intimidate?

The morning of July 23 we were joined at
the courthouse steps by friends and family
who had come from across the country for the
sentencing. Father Bix led us in prayer and
reflection . A heightened atmosphere, press
coverage, and then delay until afternoon . As
the moment approaches for the first sentence
to be given, two whispered questions race
among us as we sit scattered throughout the
courtroom : how long? concurrent or consecu-
tive?

The eight days of the trip were filled with
travel, sharing food, standing vigil, long talks,
laughter, hard and easy times . Throughout all
of it there lay inside me a kind of ache, some-
where near my breastbone. I called it a kind of
schizo feeling and it would rise to my con-
sciousness without warning, intruding on
whatever I was doing or thinking at the time.
This was the realization that despite the warmth
of the love and solidarity, five people were
being sent away to prison . Ed and Kathleen

continued on page 6
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Syracuse's Anti-SOA Felons to Depart
Ed & Kathleen Sentenced for Transforming Benning's Sign

O n July 23 in a Columbus, GA federal
court, Judge J . Robert Elliott, 90, sen-

tenced Syracuse human rights activists Ed
Kinane to 10 months and
Kathleen Rumpf to 12
months in prison . A jury had
found them and their three
co-felons guilty last March
4 of "destruction of govern-
ment property with mali-
cious intent."

Mary Trotochaud of At-
lanta, Sister Marge Eilerman
OSF of Booneville, KY, and
Fr. Bill Bichsel S .J. of

Tacoma, WA were sen-
tenced to eight, eight, and 12 months respec-
tively . All of the sentences were less than the
14 month maximum permitted by federal
guidelines . Presumably Bix and Kathleen got
longer sentences because of their more exten-
sive prior convictions. The sentences — but
not the verdict — will be appealed.

The five were also fined between $1000
and $1500 each, and each must undergo 24
months "supervised release" at the end of their
terms . Four of the five must each pay $1050
restitution — their share of the cost of restor-
ing the sign at Benning's main gate after they
had transformed it on September 29, 1997.
While Bix, a 70 year-old Jesuit priest, didn't
have to pay restitution, his sentence was par-
ticularly harsh : the jury had specifically re-
duced his charges in light of the fact he had
only put two handprints on the sign.

Each of the five (except Kathleen) must
additionally serve the six month sentence they
received in January for "illegal re-entry" onto
the grounds of Fort Benning on November 16,
1997 . Fort Benning hosts the School of the
Americas, widely known as the "School of
Assassins," a US Army training facility for
Latin American soldiers.

At sentencing Kathleen, "in solidarity
with the poor," chose to be taken into custody.
She is currently at a county jail near Colum-
bus. Charlie Liteky and Margaret Birdlebough

of the Columbus Vigil House, (706) 682-
8915, visit her on weekends.

Pat Liteky, Charlie's brother and an anti-
SOA activist from Seattle, is in Columbus'
Muscogee County Jail . Last winter, in a solo
action, Pat threw blood at the SOA headquar-
ters .

Ed and the other three will self-surrender,
probably early this fall, to a federal minimum

security prison . Kathleen
asked to go to a facility in
Texas which could meet her
medical needs . Ed requested
Allenwood in Pennsylvania,
current home of Syracusans
Nick Cardell and Dan Sage.
The Bureau of Prisons may
or may not honor the re-,
quests.

Nick and Dan expect to
finish their six month terms

Peter Schumann on September 21 . Ann Tif-
fany, Doris Sage, and Sister Megan Rice —
Syracusans now serving their six months sen-
tences in Danbury — expect release on Sep-
tember 18. Anne Herman of Binghamton and

Carol Richardson of the SOA Watch DC of-
fice both finished their six month terms in late
July.

db

of commitment shown by those calling for
closure.

Then, at some point in the conversation,
there is a hardening, a wall that must not be
breached. Dissent, even expressed through
nonviolent civil disobedience, has its limits . It
is almost as if Weidner is embarrassed that the
Latin Americans attending the School would
see the demonstrations, these expressions of

dissent, as a refutation of
the interdependence of the
military and civilian spheres
upon which the School is
built. Is there perhaps a
chink in the facade of "mu-
tual trust"?
Weidner wants us/this to
stop, to disappear. How
powerful that word is.
Maybe that is what the ache

in my chest is about. Unshed tears for the
disappeared I do not know and fear for what
the next 12 - 18 months will be for Kathleen,
Ed, Bix, Marge, and Mary.

Rae is a long-time activist, and
member of the SPC Council.

Support SOA
Prisoners of Conscience

1)Urge your Congressional reps to co-
sponsorthe bills in the Senate (S980)
and the House (HR611) that would
close the SOA. (Don't delay — a vote
on a key appropriations bill amend-
ment is likely by mid-September) ; and

2)On November 20-22 join thousands
from Central New York and all over the
country at Fort Benning to demand
closure of the School of the Americas.
To plug in, call Paul at 487-2739 for
details on ourSeptember 14 informa-
tion meeting.

3) Write to prisoners of conscience.
Kathleen's address is not yet known
as she is awaiting "assignment" to a
federal prison. Please check the Octo-
ber 1998 PNL or call SPC at 472-
5478.

:	 ::	 ::. . . .

	

~. ~:.~. . ::::::a•:. ~. .gin ~::=:

Ed Kinane

SOA Here We Come
Cont. from page 5
have eaten with my family . Bix, Marge, and
Mary are not faceless names found in the
activist press . This is not some noble sacrifice
of distant heroes . What does it mean when
Kathleen surrenders in court and is taken away
in shackles, holding onto her
cane and deprived of her
Bible? How many spare 18
months does Bix have after
recently celebrating his 70th
birthday ?

Commandant Weidner
speaks with passion about
the role of the School in
teaching the rightful place
of the military in a demo-
cratic society . He speaks with pride about the
School as an example for Latin America of a
military responsible to civilian authority, do-
ing its duty in a society where there is trust
between the civilian and military populations.
He acknowledges the legitimacy of opposing
views and expresses admiration for the depth
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Is It Worth It?
A Response to Dan Sage in Allenwood Prison
Ed Kinane

DEAR DAN,
I've just read your letter from

Allenwood, "Weighing the Costs and Ben-
efits," in the July Peace Newsletter. I find
myself wondering if Itoo will question whether
"it's worth it" during my incarceration.

Probably so. Prison de-rails our lives.
The routine is deadening; the indignities and
bureaucratic pettiness are maddening . Missed
amenities and missed opportunities loom large.
Those we love are far away . I know — I've
been there (briefly).

Now that I've gotten my sentencing date
(July 23), the prospect of prison is more real
to me . Especially after reading my proba-
tion officer's pre-sentencing report. In it he
informed the judge that, according to the
federal guidelines, I should get between
eight and 14 months. That's on top of the six
months from the "SOA 25" trial back in
January.

Since I got that report a couple weeks ago,
I sometimes fmd myself thinking: hmmm,
maybe I'd be better off getting another degree
instead of spending 14 or 20 months in prison.
Just before I caught the "SOA bug" in '94, I
was about to begin a full-time MA program.

While I'm not sure how to weigh my own
costs and benefits around working to close the
School of Americas, I do know that the stakes
in Latin America are huge. They not only
involve human lives lost and human flesh
maimed. They involve indigenous peoples'
land stolen and just wages denied. Further,
those stakes involve whole people's aspira-
tions for sovereignty and democracy. I don't
know how to quantify these realities.

Sure, a lot of good might have come out
of that MA program, both personally and
professionally . For me it would have been a
kick. I'm one of these guys — you're probably
one too — who loves studying, immersing
himself in theory, and writing papers . I'm
pretty good at it.

I'm not sure, however, that this nation has
ashortageofgradstudents. But Iam sure it has
a shortage of resisters. While the campaign to
close the SOA is fast growing — thanks, I

believe, to your witness and that of a few
dozen others — our numbers are few . Even so,
there isn't another issue in the country now
with as many "prisoners of conscience ." That
alone suggests the unique and pivotal role our
witness is playing.

The juggernaut needs sand in the gears.
And you and I, my friend, are privileged to be
strategically-placed grains of sand . I have no
doubt that our prison witness does in a modest
way make a difference. We are exposing this
heinous "school" in a way that for five decades
wasn't being done.

Look at the ripple effect . Its very invis-
ibility makes it immeasurable . That's why
cost and benefit analysis is tricky . Dan, let's
add to your equation the fact that, in the wake
of your imprisonment, your own congregation
at May Memorial Unitarian has been mobi-

I'm not sure this nation has
a shortage of grad students.

But lamsure it has a
shortage of resisters.

lized . With rare unanimity it recently passed a
strong resolution to close the SOA.

This weekend as I write, Sara Lucas,
Cathy Cardell, and others from May have
taken that resolution to the annual Unitarian
conference in Rochester . At that conference,
before hundreds of delegates from all over the
world, May Memorial and our local SOA
Abolitionists will receive the Unitarian
Universalist's Adin Ballou award.

It'll be a true organizing moment: Sara
will have 90 minutes on the program to make
the case against the SOA. That suggests what
apriority closing the SOA has now become for
Unitarians everywhere . Was it such a priority
a year ago?

On Tuesday the assembly will surely
pass the resolution .* It happens that US Secre-
tary of Defense, Bill Cohen, is a Unitarian.
Will the resolution be a wake-up call for Bill?
Who knows . I have no idea whether Bill is
wakable . But thanks to May's lobbying, hun-
dreds more active Unitarians — undoubtedly
people of conscience — will have been ex-
posed to the "SOA bug ."

Dan, I don't think this would have hap-

* Editor's note : the May Memorial resolution,
substantially intact, passed overwhelmingly .

pened without your courage in risking prison.
And that of your partner Doris, your pastor
Nick and your friend Ann . Maybe I should
say : it wouldn't have happened without your
courageous willingness to "languish" in prison.
But I sense that the SOA 25 are using our
prison time more constructively than we may
even know.

You, for example, have had a long, distin-
guished career as an educator — as an educa-
tor of educators . In your current field place-
ment, teaching GED, you are clearly making a
difference in the lives of your students . But
doesn't the learning go both ways? Aren't you
getting a worm's eye view of some of the
results of our blighted school system? My
guess is that this insight will be integrated into
your further work with educators.

I'll generalize . I happen to think that at
one level it's wonderful that the SOA cam-
paign is providing the opportunity for so
many resourceful people to experience
prison . It's rather like those fact-finding,
consciousness-raising delegations we take
to Central America — only protracted.
The SOA plays a key role in the war

against the poor in Latin America . That very
same war, on a similar scale, is also being
waged against the poor in the US . In Latin
America hundreds of thousands are "disap-
peared"; in the US hundreds of thousands are
also disappeared . . .into prison. Our vast — and
getting vaster — prison system is at the bow-
els of our domestic war on the poor.

It's good that there's a handful of us at the
front . Hopefully we'll come back — as we did
from Nicaragua, Guatemala, or El Salvador —
determined not just to change US policy far-
away, but US policy here at home.

In solidarity companero,
Ed

PS : Who knows, maybe they'll send me to
Allenwood and I'll get to spend some time
with you and Nick before you're released. I'd
welcome that . But of course I'd much prefer to
begin incarceration after Ann is released on
Sept . 18.

Ed used to do Jail Ministry work in
Syracuse . His partner Ann Tiffany is among
those currently serving six months for "illegal
reentry" at Fort Benning last Nov . 16 . In July
Ed was sentenced to ten months in federal
prison . See page 6 for details .

Ib

27 June 1998
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Guilty of Truth, Guilty of Justice
Ed Kinane & Kathleen Rumpfs Sentencing Statements, July 23, 1998

Ed's Statement
Federal Court, Columbus, GA

Judge J . Robert Elliott presiding

I AM GUILTY. But let me be clear about
what I am guilty of.

For most of my 53 years I have had far
more than my share of the fruits of the labor of
others.

And that of course is exactly what the
School of the Americas is all about : it's about
systematically terrorizing Latin Americans so
that North Americans can enjoy the fruits of
their cheap labor.

If Latin America wasn't a vast pool of
cheap labor to be preserved at any cost — even
at the cost of our own soul — there would be
no School of the Americas.

If it wasn't for the cheap labor of Latin
Americans — so profitable to US corporations
— we wouldn't need a School of the Americas
to license thugs to disappear literacy volun-
teers and labor organizers and priests and nuns
working with the poor.

All this killing is done in our name and
with our tax dollars . Therein lies much of my
guilt, much of my complicity.

It was this awareness of my responsibil-
ity that led me, last September, to jeopardize
my personal freedom, that led me to jeopar-
dize my comfortable lifestyle.

For four years I've worked to bring the
School of the Americas out of the shadows in
which it has thrived for half a century:

I've fasted for 40 days.
I've written articles.
I've lobbied Congress.
I've gone to prison.
My stenciling on the sign was yet another

way to expose this vile place, this incubator of
torture, death and subversion.

Besides stenciling, we also put several
large photos by the sign. These portrayed the
corpses of the six Jesuit priests murdered by
SOA grads in El Salvador on November 16,
1989.

In one photo the brains of a priest lay in
the grass separated from his head . Another
photo showed the corpses of the priests' house-
keeper and her 15 year-old daughter slain with
them — the child clutching her mother.

This massacre was perpetrated by the

Kathleen's Statement
Federal Court, Columbus, GA

Judge J . Robert Elliott presiding

S MY FRIENDS have said before me, I
too stand here to acknowledge my guilt

and responsibility for my actions . In my life I
have suffered tremendous guilt for many of
my personal struggles. In spite of my pain, I
have tried to make this world a better place.

As a citizen and human being I am guilty
no matter what my circumstances if I turn
away from the suffering of others.

For most of my life I have lived and
walked with the suffering and discarded in our
streets and prisons . It has not been easy, but
what I suffer in no way compares to how those
people suffer. Nor does it excuse me from
reaching out in whatever way possible to those
who suffer with no voice . It has given me
much purpose and- perspective.

At a defining moment in my life, while

Atlacatl battalion. The Atlacatl battalion trained
at the SOA . Those who planned and executed
the slaughter have been identified . Nineteen
out of 26 of them are SOA grads : they were
trained at a military school that repeatedly —
ludicrously — claims to teach democracy and
human rights.

For their crime, are they languishing in
prison? Hardly . Where is their acceptance of
responsibility!? They've each received am-
nesty.

Contrast their violence with what we did
to the sign at Benning's main gate.

We blemished it . The sign was readily
repaired and repainted . It felt no pain . It felt no

living with the homeless, I realized that no
matter how much I tried to alleviate the suffer-
ing of others, it would never be enough. I cried
night after night from exhaustion and despair.
I made the connection between the rapidly
changing priorities of our nation to more and
more militarism and the changing face of the
homeless impoverished here. Their suffering
escalated radically.

When it became acceptable that highchairs
and the elderly appear in our soup kitchens I
cannot say. I came to realize that rather than
shed tears each night I shouldcry out inplaces
where I believed the injustices stemmed from.
I was arrested at the White House, the Penta-
gon, our federal building, our jails, in our
streets, at Griffiss Air Force Base, Fort
Benning, and in this courtroom.

I am responsible — we are responsible —
for more suffering and death than we can
humanly accept . It is overwhelming, numb-
ing . And I ask God for the strength and grace
to continue to stand with those who are tor-
tured,disappeared directlybecauseof the train-
ing at the School of the Americas. I also pray
that I continue to stand with those who suffer
here in our streets because of desperately
needed resources squandered by the military.

I accept the consequences of my action.
In that spirit I ask of this court that I be
remanded to custody today and be allowed the
privilege of starting my sentence today as the
poor do, as Christ did. It is an honor to stand in
a place where justice has been denied to so
many for so long.

	

— Kathleen Rumpf

terror. It did not bleed, nor did it die . No one
mourns the sign. It has no loved ones to be
consoled. No other sign fears it may be next.

In my creed brains, lungs, hearts and
limbs are sacred. But inanimate things are less
so.

Judge, you may be troubled by what we
did to that sign. Are you also troubled —
proportionately troubled — by the many mas-
sacres perpetrated by graduates of the School
of the Americas?

	

— Ed Kinane

Fordetails on the sentencing, see page O.
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"Oh, and while you're 	 closing the SOA .. ."
Initiated last year by the War Resisters League, A Day Without

the Pentagon on October 19 will emphasize both shutting down
the Pentagon's military function and opening up its potential for
nonmilitary use . On that day, we hope to show what our world
could look like freed from the addiction to militarism . To that end,
we intend to stop business as usual (at least symbolically) at this
center of war-making and promote a vision of a world where
human needs and human potential are fulfilled.

The demonstration at the Pentagon will include a legal rally
with speakers and music, as well as civil disobedience organized
by ,affinity groups . Attending the rally is legal and will not risk
arrest. Those interested in participating in civil disobedience must
attend an orientation meeting . First time participants in civil
disobedience are encouraged to go through nonviolence training
before coming to Washington, but there will also be a training on
Sunday evening (October 18) in Washington DC (place to be
announced) . For the tentative plan for the day, see page 10.

t was cold last year on October 22,
uncommonly so and windy even

for a Syracuse autumn. The small
flakes that intermittently sliced the
cheeks of protesters and theatre gue-
rillas alike ought to have been enough
to scatter us back indoors, to the safety
and security of warmer, more discreet
spaces . At the end of the march that
concluded the CNY chapter in the
National Day Without the Pentagon
actions, my hands were painfully
numb . A friend lent me her gloves so
I didn't begin the cold season with a
case of frost bite.

It would be exaggerating to say we were having so much fun we didn't feel
the cold that day. But the collaboration of SU and SUNY-ESF students, non-
university Syracusans, SPC, and the Caribbean/Latin America Coalition (CLAC)
was one of the most energizing political events of 1997 . For nearly a month, we
worked together to develop literature to pass out at the event, to plan the action
itself, and to define how SU's two Pentagon contracts (totalling over $12
million) affect the university's moral, political and intellectual credibility.

e

	

The centerpiece of
the action was a mock wed-

~. ~"~+Ero •` c ding between SU's prize
daughters (Miss Maxwell
and Miss Newhouse) and
General Pentagon, per-
formed at Hendricks
Chapel and Maxwell . It
concluded with a honey-
moon promenade around
the plaza at Newhouse . We

Be OUTRAGEOUS! Be SMART!
Be PREPARED! Come to . ..

Civil Disobedience Training
Sunday, October 3

Training Is Important If you are planning on doing CD (or
support work for CDers), and especially if going to actions at:

• A Day Without the Pentagon — Monday, Oct . 19
• School of the Americas— Sunday, November 22

Call SPC 472-5478, for location and time, or to help
organize or participate.

distributed hundreds of fliers to passersby. Among the other
highlights :

• Intemational journalist Allan Nairn
participated in the action and spoke at
a Community Roundtable the next
day .
• The event received extensive and
sympathetic coverage in theDaily Or-

ange, including a large photo spread.
• Coverage in peace publications,
nationally and internationally . Non-
violent Activist, the magazine of the
War Resisters League, described it as
"the day's most colorful event ."
It was even covered inthePeaceNews-
letter.

We attracted the attention and
raised the consciousness of many
people that day . What's just as impor-
tant, however, are the larger reasons

why we did the protest . First of all, to draw attention to how our
society allocates resources, especially when the people who do
the allocating are talking so much about how scarce those
resources are . And of course, to illustrate the pervasiveness of
militarism in this country.

At this year's Day Without the Pentagon, people from
around the country will be gathering in Washington, DC to
"Change Business as Usual," and possibly even shut business
down entirely . At least for a day . There will be a rally addressing
better ways of using our resources, and possibly civil disobedi-
ence actions organized through affinity groups (see next page).

To help organize and prepare people to participate in the
Pentagon action (as well as for the SOA action in November),
SPC is hosting a civil disobedience training on October 3. The
time and place won't be set until we know how large of a group
there is for the training . If you think you want to go, or just want
to learn peaceful and civil ways to be disobedient, please RSVP
soon by calling the Peace Council 472-5478. — Tim Judson

DWoP 1998 continued on page 10

JoumalistAllan Nairn objects to the marria

A Day Without
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The Scenario
— Monday, October 19, 1998
The Rush Hour Actions at the Pentagon

Some affinity groups may want to take advan-
tage of the high visibility during morning rush
hour to begin their actions . Pentagon employ-

ees begin to arrive by the thousands between the
hours of 3 and Barn . Small numbers of people willing
to risk arrest by blocking roadways and entrances (not
highways) to the Pentagon not only would be seen by
many commuters, but also might get mentioned in the
morning traffic reports . However, considering that it may be dark and therefore dangerous for
those sitting in front of vehicles, less risky activities like banner drops from highway overpasses
or a series of signs lining the highways could be preferable.

The March from DC to the Pentagon
Led by Bread & Puppet Theatre

The Rally at the Pentagon
As marchers arrive at the parade ground of the Pentagon's River Entrance, the legal rally
will begin . Demonstrators who do not participate in the march should gather at the
Pentagon using public transportation . The subway stops at the Metro Court Entrance,

so protesters will have to walk clockwise almost all the way around to reach the River Entrance
(going counterclockwise is impeded by the Jefferson Davis Hwy .) . The rally will include music and
theater ; as we go to press, several speakers have been confirmed including Dave Dellenger,
Allan Nairn, and Daniel Ellsberg . In the afternoon, civil disobedience will begin again at Pentagon
entrances while the rally continues at the parade ground.

3pm Because A Day Without the Pentagon envisions a world without the military but with
The Civil Disobedience: No Business as Usual!

adequate healthcare, food for all, decent housing, good education, a clean environment,
and a fair system of justice, we will feature different social concerns at four

of the Pentagon's five sides and establish a nonviolent blockade at the fifth side.
We expect these actions to dramatize our concerns and show all the things that
would be possible if we were free of the budget-busting expenditure of the military.
As the rally continues, affinity groups will disperse counterclockwise around the
Pentagon, beginning with those going to the Metro Entrance.

For example, activists concerned with healthcare will march towards the South
(Corridor 3)Entrance attempting to create a medical clinic for the day . (Some
Congressmembers expected that the Pentagon would be converted to a hospital
after World War II .) Stretchers and gurneys and doctors with medical gear will show
that our tax dollars would be put to better use guaranteeing healthcare — not
warfare — for all . See box for tentative themes for actions at the other entrances.
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5am-
8am

Blueprint for Conversion and Blockade

(tentative plan)
Entrance Converted Use and Action

blockade/shut it down
memorials and monuments wo all who
have died or suffered because of war
and militarism
housingfor homeless/soup kitchen /day
care center
education/youth affairs/social change

Metro
Heliport

di -pers-rl of ,rttintty

groups from r . .rlly

Mall

River

gam

11am-
4pm



Syr. University Offers Business As Usual
Negotiations at Standstill as SU Service Workers Demand Better Contract
Joan Hart

Hundreds of loud and enthusiastic people turned out near the Carrier Dome to show their
solidarity during SU football team's National Media Day on August 14, 1998.

JUST AS Syracuse University students will
be returning soon to classes, the members

of Local 200A hopeUniversity officials will be
returning soon to the bargaining table to finish
contract negotiations.

The main roadblock to resuming bargain-
ing talks is the University's lead negotiator
and Director of Labor Relations, Vince
Scicchitano. At the first negotiation meeting
on May 28, he bluntly stated that the Univer-
sity would present its fmal offer on June 26.
That declaration would seem to be the antith-
esis of bargaining in good faith . He was also
adamant about nothaving an audience of staff
or faculty attend the proceedings.

"I'm not going to negotiate in a fishbowl,"
he declared, obviously afraid he wouldn't be
able to come up for air with the presence of
outside observers . After 14 meetings, two in
the company of a federal mediator, the bar-
gaining sessions came to a standstill on July
28, when the University's submitted its second
and final offer . The University is now refusing
to engage in further negotiations, leaving the
750 service workers in limbo about the future
of their jobs.

The Union bargaining committee main-
tains that the University's offer addresses none
of their major issues . Earlier in the year, Union
members voted on what they wanted addressed
in a new contract. This included: clarifying
language on subcontracting; pay equity for
library workers; restrictions on the use of
temporary workers ; inclusion of Parking Ser-
vices employees in the same contract ; elimi-
nation of the wage step system; and the use of
unskilled labor in the trades.

At a meeting August 5, the Union mem-
bers unanimously decided to not bring the
University's offer up for a vote.

The issue of subcontracting work has
been on the table at each of the four previous
contract negotiations, and each time it is swept
off the table at the last minute . The current
language allows the University great leeway
in hiring outside contractors.

Pay equity for the library staff is another
key issue in negotiations . Sandra Walker, vice-

chair of Local 200A on campus, researched
other universities library salaries for compari-
son.

Here on campus at the entry level, a Li-
brary Assistant 2 earns an annual salary of
$10,042; their highest wage tops out at $18,913.
A Library Specialist, the highest level Union
worker, starts at $11,739 and earns a maxi-
mum of $21,040. Brown University is located
in Providence, Rhode Island . Though smaller
than SU, its Library Assistant salaries range
from $17,798 to $25,576 . Their Library Spe-
cialists earn from $21,543 per year to a maxi-
mum of $30,972 . Skidmore College in Saratoga
Springs, a city one third the size of Syracuse,
also starts their Library Specialists within a
$20,000 to $24,00 range, depending on their
education and experience.

Given the technical nature of SU's librar-
ies, its staff must work with not only books, but
also magazines, microfilms, microfiches, CD
ROM's, audio and video tapes . Dr. David
Stam, the retiring University Librarian, stated
in his annual report that his staff deserves
higher salaries.

While ignoring library wages, subcon-
tracting and the Union's other issues, the Uni-
versity did offer a packet of New Opportuni-
ties benefits to try to sweeten the contract .

They include financial planning, adoption as-
sistance, increased life insurance, and an in-
crease in the tuition cash grant program. The
oldrate was $500 per semester; the new amount
is $1,250.

Unfortunately for members of 200A, SU
is using the lack of a contract as a opportunity
to strong arm employees . Their tuition cash
grants have stayed at the old rate, or in some
cases been completely denied, solely because
they have not yet signed the University's con-
tract.

Bill Ditterline, an RDSS employee, re-
ceived a letter dated July 1, informing him that
he would receive the $1,250 per semester rate.
He forwarded that letter on to Colgate Univer-
sity, where his son will attend, so it could
complete the financial aid calculations . On
July 14, he got another letter from SU, stating
that he would instead be receiving the old
$500 grant. He called the Human Resources
office to investigate and was told that because
the contract was not yet signed, he would
receive the lesser amount . On August 4, an
updated financial aid letter from Colgate re-
flected the decrease from SU, and a corre-

Labor Struggle cont. on page 12
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Aug 14 deknonstrators show their support with signs and numbers.

Labor Struggle
cont. from page 11

sponding increase in the form of his expected
family contributions.

"It feels like extortion," Bill remarked
about SU's tactics . Denying some employees
these benefits while allowing other non-union
workers to receive them constitutes an unfair
labor practice. The Union has filed charges
against SU with the National Labor Relations
Board for several policies now in effect be-
cause of the unsigned contract.

To fmd out how to show their support,
students and faculty are encouraged to call the
Union office at 424-1743. They are welcome
to join in the rallies that are held to send the
University the message that these service work-
ers deserve a better contract. Such was the case
on August 14, when hundreds of very loud and
enthusiastic people turned out near the Carrier
Dome to show their solidarity during the foot-
ball team's National Media Day.

Students are the ones who will feel the full
force of the breakdown in negotiations . If the
Union were to strike or have a work stoppage,
the disruption of services would be feltcampus-

wide . The residence dorms, dining halls,
libraries, academic buildings, as well as the
grounds and physical plant would suffer in the
absence of 750 loyal, hard-working employees
who are only asking for a fair contract .

Joan lives in Eastwood with her 16 year
old son, ten year old daughter and one year
old Black Lab, Hercules. She enjoys garden-
ing, lawyer-bashing and raising a ruckus for
good causes,

db

Look beyond all the corporate hype. Choose us for socially responsible
investing, loans, and service for people by people who care.

Syracuse Cooperative Federal Credit Union
723 Westcott St . Syracuse, NY 13210 (315)471-1116
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My Summer In Gender School,
or Some Extracurricular Lessons in Self and Community
Karen Hall

	

language excludes women and is symptom- kindergarten that day;
atic of thinking that does not account for the I did not want to wear a dress. Although there

full range of human experience . I firmly be- would be a limited number ofdays in the future
lieve that gay and lesbian folks did not intend when I would not win, I still feel a sense of
to exclude members of our community when triumph when I remember that on that day, my

we named our organizations and events "gay mother relented and I went to school in pants.
andlesbian." Now as bisexual and transgender Beside this scene, place this moment : I am

people come forth with stories and feelings of now twelve andl am at a family reunion eating
exclusion and isolation, we have the opportu- corn-on-the-cob . My uncle hasjust told me that
nity to learn how our own thinking and as- I am so pretty I will soon need a baseball bat to

sumptions are reflected in the way we name keep the boys away . Those who hear him nod

ourselves. And now that the fair practices law and agree. My mother tells me she will buy me
has passed in the county, local activists have the new Captain and Tennille record, "You
the opportunity and responsibility to reflect on Better Shop Around" to help impress upon me
how we will practice our values and process

	

how important the choice of
conflict both within ourcommunity and within

	

a mate is especially when

coalition groups in

	

. prospective ones are so

ways that enact

	

#i plentiful. My sense is that I

unity and diversity

	

have been complimented,

simultaneously.

	

K.\, but Ifeel ill at ease . I clean my

Knowing the

	

plate silently and ask to be ex-

Syracuse queer ~f any

	

cased•

community is in•'

		

The next scene happens
,• ..deep conflict over

	

Fun with
	 eighteen years later when I

how to express diver-

	

y

	

*`

	

am a thirty-year-old
Hairpieces &

sity and unity has made

	

-

	

Wigs

	

woman attending my

me feel agreat sense of urgency. I have asked grandmother's ninetieth

myself how conflict and gender have been birthday party. I am standing apart from the

connected in my life as one way of trying to many relatives in the basement of the church
make sense of my own frustrations and stub- when I overhear someone ask the very same

bornness this summer . Once I began connect- uncle, "Is that Floyd's son, Edward?""No," he
ing conflict to gender, I was flooded with says, "that is Dorothea's daughter, Karen ."

scenes from the past. The first took place when Part of me wants to laugh out loud and remind
I was four and was spending the weekend with them how pretty they once thought I was . Part

my grandparents. My mother wasn't feeling of me feels like a bad daughter for shaming my
well, so my grandmother volunteered to put me mother by not growing up to be the kind of

tobed. She laid out a nightgown for me to wear, woman her family could recognize.
and I defiantly said I would not to wear it . Place this beside a scene from 1988 when
Children frequently engage in contests of will I was a twenty-something bookstore clerk in an
with adults at bedtime, but this contest was not upscale mall . One day while shelving stock, a

about when I would go to bed. Nightgowns woman comes up behind me and says, "Sir.
were uncomfortable girl clothes and I was not Sir." Because I do not answer her promptly and

about to be forced into one .

	

courteously, in fact I do not answer her at all
Place beside this scene a similar one from because I do not know she is speaking to me,

a year later. It is now morning and my mother she goes to my manager and complains that I
is helping me get ready to goto school . She puts have very rudely ignored her . I hear the anger in

a dress on the bed and I refuse to wear it . her voice and join the conversation to see what
Children frequently engage in contests of will the problem is. She repeatedly refers to me as

in themoming before school, but I was a child "he ." I muster my self control and say to her,

who loved school . Iwanted very much to go to "The problem here, ma'am, is that `he' is a
`she ."' She turns to my manager with indig-
nant rage and says,"Well, how was I supposed
to know that?!" At this point Iwalk off the sales

Gender Camp cont. on page 14

SCUSSION over the wording of the
Onondaga County Fair Practices legisla-

tion put the issue of transgender and bisexual
inclusion in front of many people in Syracuse
this summer. Syracuse's Stonewall Commit-
tee has worked for the past eight years to pass
a countywide law to protect individuals from
discrimination in employment and access to
public accommodations on the basis of sexual
orientation. They felt strongly that they could
pass such a bill now. Others, and I would
include myself in this group, wanted to do
further education in the queer community and
with the county legislators in hopes of passing
a fair practices law that would include protec-
tion of gender expression . Such a bill would
have assured clear legal protection to all indi-
viduals whose gender expression does not fit
societal norms . Such a law would also have
made a clear statement that the queer commu-
nityunderstands and supports its own diversity
and that as a social movement, we move for-
ward together.

The growth pains queer activists are feel-
ing in Syracuse are being felt around the US.
Nationally, gay and lesbian organizations are
discussing when, where, and why they should
change their names, mission statements, agen-
das and practices in order to more accurately
reflect the diversity that has always existed in
queer communities . These acts of re-defmition
and reintegration are currently taking the form
of adding the words "bisexual and transgender"
to places they have been missing from for too
long . And because words are notenough, folks
all over the country are enacting consciousness
raising so that bisexual and transgender people
can once again feel like the integral part of the
queer community they have been since (and
before) they ignited the spark that touched off
the Stonewall Riot in 1969. Doing this work
will ultimately change the way we define our-
selves ; self-redefinition will change the style of
identity politics we enact in the twenty-first
century. These are hope-filled, good things . In
many ways, this issue reminds me of the issue
of gender inclusive language . For years femi-
nists have argued that language reflects think-
ing and assumptions . Although writers and
speakers may intend to include all humans
when they say "man" and "mankind," such

Eds. note : According to the 8/22/98
Syracuse Post Standard, the controversial
amendment to the Fair Practices Act, which
was passed by the Legislature, was NOT
vetoed by Onondaga County Executive
Nicholas Ptrro .
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Black Radical Congress
Thano Paris

It's no mystery, we making history
— Linton Kwesi Johnson

THE WEEKEND of June19 the Black
Radical Congress (BRC) was convened

at the Univ . of Illinois at Chicago. For three
days roughly two thousand US and interna-
tional leftist activists participated in work-
shops, plenaries, cultural performances and a
demonstration in support of local housing ac-
tivists . Workshops covered topics including
environmental racism, organizing in the south,
resisting homophobia and the internet & la-
bor .

Most importantly the Congress was not
simply a sporadic event or a media spectacle.
The BRC is part of developing a united front to
take on intiatives and build an organized Black
left presence in our communities . Its origins lie
in a series of discsussions between five veteran
activists : Barbra Ransby, (Committees of Cor-
respondence) Manning Marable, Leith
Mullings, (Race Traitor editor) Abdul

Gender Camp
cont. from page 13
floor enraged and humiliated that this woman
has felt entitled to direct her anger and igno-
rance at me and I let her.

My mother and grandmother taught me to
appreciate what can be done with designs,
colors and textures when you quilt them to-
gether, so I piece these scenes together in my
imagination to feel their different lessons and
intensities hoping to understand myself and
my community in new ways . I look at them for
hours before I understand one way to tell the
story of who! am is to tell a story of how I have
been in conflict with the world over gender
from my very earliest memories . But this isnot
how I have pieced the quilt together in the past.
For the last fifteen years I have organized the
stories of my life in apattern dominated by my
sexuality. I understood any discrimination I
experienced, any alienation I felt, as afactor of
my sexuality . Despite the fact that I was forever
being called "Sir," I didn't think about my
gender. The moral of every story I told about
myself was that people didn't understand who
I was because I was a lesbian.

But after this summer I can no longer read
my life as Ihave been. After reading books like

Alkalimat, and Bill Fletcher (AFL-CIO Edu-
cation Dept. director). Through growing con-
tacts the BRC grew, developing a National
Continuations Committtee. Over two years
300+ people have participated, developing
active youth,-labor, feminist, gay and lesbian
caucuses, several active local organizing
committeees, and a complex organizational
apparatus.

More broadly, the BRC formed in re-
sponse to the ferment and movement of the
Black community throughout the '90s . The
BRC is a practical answer to the question of
where we stand in relation to events like the
attacks on affirmative action and welfare, bud-
get cuts, church buntings, the continued im-
prisonment of political prisoners such as Albert
Nuh Washington, the CIA Crack controversy,
World Atonement Day, Million Man March,
Million Woman March, and now the Million
Youth March.

Organizers adopted eleven basic "Prin-
ciples of Unity" to ground the BRC . They
include a committment to move beyond
electoralism, build organized resistance and a
creative vision of a new society . They reject

transgender people, I
realize that piecing the
stories of my life to-
gether in a pattern I la-
bel "lesbian" denies
much of the vibrancyand texture of my history.
This particular quilt pattern no longer feels
accurate or large enough to represent who I
think I am.

The label "lesbian" means woman loving
woman—or so Cris Williamson and Meg
Christian taught me . For the past fifteen years
Ithought lwas different because I loved women,
but Inow that I am reading the intersections of
sex, gender and sexuality in more fluid ways, I
understand that I love people *!ho have a
complex blend of masculinity and femininity.
It doesn't really matter what their physical sex
is . I love gender queers in all the shapes, forms
and transition points they come in. So what

racism—including reactionary cultural nation-
alist racism—patriarchy and Black capital-
ism . A draft program has been proposed to
collect a million signatures by October '99,
charging the US with violating the human
rights of African Americans.

This is one proposal of many. Currently,
alternative drafts are being worked on and
other initiatives are being planned. The NY
Metro Committee has specifically proposed a
reparations for slavery campaign, and sup-
ports organizing institutes to facillitate the
education of younger activists . Planning for a
second BRC in 2000 is also underway . A
number of local people attended and endorsed
the BRC, and are in the process of organizing
many projects . Get involved! Check out the
BRC while a http://
www.BlackradicalCongress .com/ ore-mail:
abdul .alkalimat@utoledo .edu for a list of
local organizing committees and other info.
Also, call (312) 706-7074 ; or write toe
BRC, PO Box 5766, Chicago, IL60680-5765

Thano Is involved with the Atlantic
Anarchist Circle and can be contacted with
regard to the BRC in Syracuse at
bg209766bl ghamton.edu orby telephone
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What I do know is that gen-
der and sexuality blend in far
more complex ways than lan-

•"'"'U '"" guage and culture allow us to
name—and in far more com-
plex ways than any law in this

mss country in this century can ac-
count for. Exploring the fluid-
ity of thisblending can change

how we think of ourselves as individuals, as a
community, as a political identity category,
and as a culture. This fact will affect different
people in different ways at different times.
What's most important to me is that we keep
working with the conflicts we come upon,
because the conflicts must not end once we
have learned our gender lessons. The queer
community has many lessons to learn about
race, class, ethnicity, age, and ability status.
The more able weare to frame conflict in terms
of opportunity, growth and redefinition, the
more courageously and fully we will embrace
all the members of our community.

Karen lives, writes and learns in SyracUl'e
This article first appeared in Ithaca Outlook.

Riki Anne Wilchins'
Read My Lips : Sexual
Subversion and the
End of Gender, doingWin ,
political activism on =1
transgender issues, and .
extending my family
and friendship circles
so that they include	 «..
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Nine Mile Cracking Still "Core" Issue
NRC to Hold Hearing Regarding Proposed Delay of Core Shroud Inspection
Simon Morrin

T((HE US Nuclear Regulatory Commission
NRC) is to schedule a public meeting in

the next few weeks to present and discuss
information concerning Niagara Mohawk's
defective Nine Mile Point One (NM1) reactor
core shroud, and the utility's proposal to delay
a scheduled inspection of the shroud for 4,100
operating hours (about five months). The NRC
is required to give at least ten days notice of the
date and location of the meeting, which will
likely be held in Oswego County.

The NMI core shroud has been the sub-
ject of controversy since cracking was . first
discovered during a refueling outage (RFO) in
1995 . The core shroud is a 17' high by 15'
diameter cylinder of curved plates of 1 .5"
thick stainless steel, which are welded to-
gether. Cracking occurs at and around the
welds, which run both vertically and horizon-
tally, in what is known as the "heat affected
zone" (HAZ), that is, materials affected by the
heat of the welding process.

Although coreshroud cracking is an
industry-wide problem, Nine Mile Point
One, on line since 1969 and one of the
country's oldest operating boiling water
(BWR) type reactors, has the most se-
verely deteriorated core shroud. Cracks at
NMI effect both horizontal and, unusu-
ally, vertical welds.

Clearly, given the possible conse-
quences, any deterioration within anuclear
reactor is an extremely serious condition.
Problems associated with core shroud
failure include an inability to adequately
cool the reactor core because of coolant
leakage, and loss of the reactor core as-
sembly's structural integrity through dis-
location of sections of the core shroud.
Either of these circumstances could easily
lead to a core-melt incident.

After identifying numerous safety
problems concerning core shroud crack-
ing in their 1996 study, "Intergranular
Stress Corrosion Cracking of BWR Core
Shrouds and Other Internal Components,"
the NRC was able to offer the following
reassurance, ". . . the shroud may not move

in the most adverse manner during (an acci-
dent), and there is a good chance that core
cooling and reactor shutdown would be
achieved with no adverse consequences." Let 's
hope so.

Following the 1995 discovery of core
shroud cracking at NM 1, Niagara Mohawk, in
lieu of performing comprehensive core shroud
examinations, installed tie-rod assemblies in-
tended to stabilize the shroud in the event of
360 degree, through-wall cracking (that is,
cracks that go completely around the vessel,
and all the way through the wall) . The tie-rods
failed after a few months of operation.

During the 1997 RFO Niagara Mohawk
proposed the installation of redesigned tie-
rods, and apublic meeting was held in April of
that year following pressure from a local legis-
lator . The meeting attracted activists from as
far away as Washington, DC and Pennsylva-
nia, and many concerned local residents.

Anti-nuclear activists approach such
meetings with ambivalence. The NRC
invariably decides in favor of the utili-
ties, leading to the belief that the
public meeting is merely a public
relations exercise, and that NRC staff

has already decided the issue, regardless of
input from the public. At a 1992 meeting held
in Oswego, supposedly to listen to public con-
cern over re-opening NMI after it had been
closed due to mismanagement, the chairman of
the NRC panel inadvertently told the meeting
that the plant was going to reopen.

A further concern is that public meetings
provide an ideal forum for the NRC and utili-
ties to blind the public with science . The April
1997 meeting was divided into two parts:
firstly Niagara Mohawk presented their pro-
posals and technical information to the NRC
committee. Typically, the highly technical
presentation ran longer than the time allotted
to it, eroding the time remaining for public
input, which is limited to comment on the core
shroud itself .

Besides the fact that a barrage of special-
ized engineering information can lead to feel-
ings of powerlessness in many people, there is

also the danger that debating the nuclear
industry on its own terms appears to

accept the continued operation of
nuclear plants . Accepting the terms
of the meeting, that public comments
are limited to core shroud issues,
seems to agree with the position that
nuclear power can be "made safe ."

Not that there aren't immediate safety
concerns particular to operating a nuclear
plant with a cracked core shroud aside from
the basic concerns of defective and damaged
components, operator error, systemic mis-
management and negligence, routine releases
of radiation, waste transportation and storage,
and industry profiteering. The core shroud
issue is merely the tip of the nuclear fiasco
currently visible : the position of activists at
the meeting is not "Fix this and we'll go
away," but "This is just one more example of
how nuclear power can't be made safe ."

Following the 1997 meeting Niagara
Mohawk agreed to re-inspect their cracked
core shroud after 10,500 operating hours,
which would require the expensive procedure
of shutting down the plant in mid-operating
cycle . Now, in order to save money, the utility
is seeking to delay the inspection until the
1998 RFO based on analyses of materials
taken from the core shroud at the 1997 RFO.

Nuclear engineer Dave Lochbaum of the

Corr Problems cont. on page 16

Support configuration varies depending on BRW series.
Original diagram from NUREG document .
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Core Trouble
cont. from page 15

Union of Concerned Scientists points to in-
consistencies inNiagaraMohawk's analysis,per-
formed by General Electric, manufacturers of
the NMI plant, and the recent discovery of
significant core shroud cracks at the Nine Mile
Point II plant, as reasons to oppose delaying the
core shroud inspection. According to
Lochbaum, the GE analyses discards some test
result data as "bad data," that is inaccurate,
which would have significantly impacted con-
clusions had it been included. In addition, the
study has had no "peer review," a routine
independent review usually undergone by sci-
entific studies to verify the basic science of the
study.

And according to Lochbaum's UCS pre-
decessor Robert Pollard, "Even under ideal
conditions, detecting damaged internal com-
ponents is an uncertain task. Access to the
components is limited, and inspection tech-
niques are not 100% accurate . What is certain,
however, is that with the passage of time deg-

radauou mechanisms and internal components
w llinipcactwidle.Ootheritt;;auucpdsirgway'

fore shroud cracking itself is cause for
concern,butnaany industry experts,likePoilard,
predict grave synergistic effects of "aging
related degradation"; industry jargon for
reactors getting old and breaking . In a speech
before an international symposium on reactor
aging, former NRC commissioner Kenneth C.
Rogers statedthat"(w)hile failures of individual
components constitute an operational concern
and can be asafetyconsent, the more significant
safety concern results not so much at a single
component level but at the higher level of
components aggregationbecause
our key safety systems have
been designed to
accommodate single
failures . . . . (d)egradation
would decrease the safety
margins so that, in essence,
we have a 'loaded gun,' an
accident waiting to
happen."

Core shroud cracking was neverpredicted,
butwhen it occurred first inhorizontal welds it
was explained with bad water chemistry . It
then occurred unexpectedly in vertical welds,
and now at Nine Mile II, where water chemis-
try has not been a problem. According to Dave
Lochbaum, "the industry is always one step
behind the core shroud cracking issue. We
don ' t truly know what's going on, and operat-
ing a plant when we don ' t know what's going
on is cause for concern."

Simon lives in Syracuse with his daughter
Phoebe where they are continually exposed
to radoactive emissions from at least four
nuclear powerplants.

Nuclear Nightmares
From Recycling Nuclear Waste into Consumer Products

to the Deregulation of the Power Industry.

Judith Johnsrud, Ph.D

Wednesday September 9 th --- 7:30 PM
May Memorial Unitarian Society

3800 East Genesee Street

AFrERYEARS of accumulated nuclear waste
from both utilities and the defense industry,
there has been no good solution for the dis-
posal of nuclear waste . The Department of
Energy, among others, has renewed it deter-
mination to get clearances for nuclear waste to
be recycled for use in consumer products. This
is just one of the hazards to hear about as we
face an era of relaxation of controls under
deregulation of the power industry.

Citizen activism and public opinion is
responsible for the limited number (102) of
nuclear power plants online in the United
States . Yet utilities want to be able to place a
new generation of nuclear power plants under
their existing licenses.

Citizen activism was also responsible for
the closure of four nuclear power plants in
New England! Get informed and involved
bout the nightmares that await us if we do

nothing. Dr. JudithJohrstud, Ph.D. directs the
Environmental Coalition on Nuclear Power
and is a consultant to public interest organiza-
tions on issues of nuclear energy, food irradia-
tion, radioactive waste management, among
others . She's served on numerous not-for-
profits; she has written and testified for con-
gressional and state legislatures and regula-
tory bodies; and so much more. She will have
just returned from Sweden where she will
have participated in an international confer-
ence on nuclear energy and its impact on the
environment.

Peace Action of CNY, in conjunction
with SANE (Syracuse Anti Nuclear Effort), is
bringing Judith here to speak about these
issues as they relate to the threat in our back
yards -- Nine Mile 1 & 2 and the Fitzpatrick
Nuclear power plants.

--- Wendy Hon*

BWR Internals

without internal jet pumps.
Onclnal diagram from NUREG document.
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Pentagon Welfare
The Corporate Campaign for NATO Expansion
William D. Harking offset by the strong desire of powerful interests

to see the alliance broadened. While military
contractors are looking for new markets, the
Pentagon is seeking a new mission.

The Cold War may be over, but at $270
billion per year, the Pentagon budget is still at
Cold War levels . This poses a serious public
relations problem for the Department of De-
fense and its allies,in the weapons industry,
since, as Colin Powell noted a few years back,
the United States is "running out of enemies ."
The military-industrial complex needs a mis-
sion to justify its continued hold on the public
purse, and NATO expansion is the latest can-
didate to fill that role,
and an expensive candi-
date at that.

soLOIeUs

W RILE THE mainstream media has been
preoccupied with the issue of White

House affairs at the expense of foreign affairs,
the largest US military contractors have been
aggressively promoting a scheme that would
cost US taxpayers up to $250 billion between
now and the year 2010: NATO expansion.

While Lockheed Martin and Boeing did
not dream up the idea, they have been among
its most enthusiastic supporters, and for good
reason: enlarging NATO could pave the way
for the creation of a huge new subsidized
outlet for US weaponry, including $8 billion
to $10 billion in sales of fighter planes and a
total weapons market of $35 billion over the
next decade. With Saudi Arabia still digging
out from the debts it ran up during the 1991
Persian Gulf War and Asian arms customers
reeling from that region's ongoing currency
crisis, East and Central Europe is one of the
few potential bright spots for US weapons
exporting companies in the coming years.
New sales to the economically weak region
will only move forward if the industry can
convince the US government to pick up the tab,
however.

Why Enlarge NATO?
NATO expansionwillpromote "more

democracy, stability, andprosperity inEu-
rope," US Secretary of Defense William
Cohen said last July in justifying the deci-
sion to add Poland, Hungary,and the Czech
Republic toNATO . But other approaches,
including a,vigorous program of economic
aid conditioned on progress toward fair
elections and a free press, would seem
likely to better promote democracy and
prosperity in East and CentralEurope than
sellingF-16s and advanced missiles . Simi-
larly, there is no strategic rationale for
enlarging NATO, given that the Russian
military is a shadow of its former self and
the most demanding US mission in Europe
(peacekeeping in Bosnia) utilizes only a
few thousand troops.

The absence of compelling rationale
NATO expansion, however, is more than

Expansion Costs:
Rhetoric "& Reality

The Clinton Administration has put forth
a lowball estimate of the cost of expanding
NATO of $27 billion to $35 billion between
now and the year 2010,wi th a modest US share
of $1 .5 billion to $2 billion—small change by
Pentagon standards. Bruce L. Jackson, a vice-
president at Lockheed Martin who has been
one of the Clinton Administration's most ener-
getic allies in promoting NATO expansion,
has even gone so far as to claim that the cost of
expanding NATO will be equivalent to the cost

of "buying a candy bar for
every US taxpayer ." The only
problem with these rosy pro- MrMMMMI
jections is thatthey vastly understate the likely
costs of NATO expansion for US taxpayers,
which could be as much as 100 times higher
than the administration's estimates.

The Clinton Administration's calculations
of the cost of NATO expansion assume no
more than four new countries will be added to
the alliance—even though there could be a
dozen or more new members added under
NATO's current planning. The administration

estimates also as-
sume that other
countries will
cover the over-
whelming share of
the costs ofexpan-
sion—even

though the leaders of France, Germany and the
United Kingdom have already indicated that
they are not willing to pay a dime more than
they are currently spending to support NATO.
That means that the US share of the total cost
of expansion could easily reach one-third to
one-half, not the optimistic six to 15 percent
contained in official estimates.

If a dozen new members join NATO
instead of just three, the Congressional Bud-
get Office's current top-line estimate of expan-

sion costs could jump from $125 billion
to $500 billion over the next dozen years
or so. And if the US pays one third to one
half of this cost, the total bill for US
taxpayers could hit $170 to $250 billion.

These billions in new military expen-
ditures will go toward upgrading themili-
tary bases and communications facilities
in new member states, developing the
capability to project NATO forces into
these countriesand—most costly of all—
to outfit NATO wannabes with top-of-
the-line western combat aircraft, tanks,
and other advanced weaponry in the name
of making their forces "inter-operable"
with the rest of the alliance.

The absence of compiling
rationale NATO expansion,
however, Is more than offset by the
strong desire of powerful Interests
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Desperately Seeking Subsidies:
The Arms Lobby Weighs in

Even before the first threenew candi-
dates for NATO expansion wereselected,

Pentagon Welfare cont . on
page 18
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Pentagon Welfare
cont. from page 17
the arms industry lobby was already hard at
work, pressing ngress and the Pentagon for
billions of dollars federal subsidies for the
. aiming of potential NATO members . Major
new NATO-related subsidies include:

•The Pentagon's Defense Export Loan Guar-
antee Fund (DELG), which is available to 10
nations in east and central Europe and re-
cently made a loan to Romania for the pur-
chase of pilotless drones from the US-based
AAI Corporation;

•The Central European Defense Loan Fund
(CEDL), which is authorized to make $647
million in taxpayer-backed loans for exports
of US military equipment to Poland, Hun-
gary, and the Czech Republic;

•The creation of new military aid programs
for 19 East and Central European states and
former Soviet Republics to help them "pre-
pare for NATO membership ."

Other US government subsidies linked
directly to enlarging NATO include tens of
millions of dollars of weapons giveaways un-
der the Pentagon's Excess Defense Articles
(EDA) program and major loans under the
Export/Import Bank's "dual use" loan pro-
gram, including a recent $90 million loan to
Romania for the purchase of a Lockheed Mar-
tin radar system. These subsidies add up : from
fiscal year 1995 through 1997, the US govern-
ment committed more than $1 billion for mili-
tary exercises andweapons transfers involving
potential new NATO members.

Creation of the Pentagon's $15 billion
arms export loan fund illustrateshow relatively
small investments by arms manufacturers in
the political process yield gigantic returns in
the form of government subsidies.

Industry executives had long sought this
fund. The Defense Policy Advisory Committee
on Trade (DPACT), an official government
advisory committee chaired at the time by
Norman Augustine, then CEO of Martin
Marietta and now part of the top management
team at Lockheed Martin, first recommended
the fund to the Bush administration in a 1988
report. Lockheed Martin and its allies in the
Aerospace Industries Association struggled
mightily to get the Executive Branch and the
Congress to approve the fund, fmally pushing
it through in 1995 with the aid of a record
outpouring of political spending.

Major arms exporting firms spent a record
$11 .8 million in campaign donations during
the 1995-6 election cycle, and members of

Playing the Ethnic Card
Now the aims lobby has turned its sights

on the more dramatic effort to win NATO
expansion. The industry's pro-expansion lob-
bying campaign is spearheaded by Lockheed
Martin's Vice President for Strategic Planning
Bruce L . Jackson, who has been moonlighting
as president of the US Committee to expand
NATO. The committee's lobbying efforts have
included meeting individually with over one-
third of the members of the Senate, testifying
and distributing slick brochures at congres-
sional hearings on NATO, and taking out full-
page advertisements touting expansion inRoll
Call, a weekly paper that is widely distributed
on Capitol Hill.

But Jackson's most effective pitch may
have come at a dinner sponsored by the US
Committee to expand NATO in the summer of
1997 . Twelve senators were wined and dined
as they listened to Secretary of State Madeline
Albright sing the praises of a bigger NATO
alliance. On the guest list for the evening was
Bernard R . Schwartz, who has the dubious
distinction ofbeing the top individual donor of
soft money to Democratic Party committees
during the 1995-6 election cycle, with total
donations of $601,000. Schwartz, CEO of de-
fense contractor Loral until it merged into
Lockheed in 1996, is now part of Lockheed
Martin's management team . Schwartz's pres-
ence no doubt helped to focus the attention of
the senators at the pro-NATO briefing, espe-
cially given the fact that he made an additional
$366,000 in soft money contributions to demo-
cratic committees in 1997, including $100,000
to the Democratic Senatorial Campaign Com-

mittee (DSCC) . Schwartz forwarded $50,000
to the DSCC just a few weeks after the US
Committee to Expand NATO's dinner meet-
ing.

US weapons manufacturers have also at-
tempted to gain political leverageby financing
the activities of ethnic-based lobbying groups
that have been pressing for NATO expansion.

Lockheed Martin and Bell Helicopter/
Textron are among a number of US weap-

ons makers supplyingfunds to a pre-NATO
expansion foundation set up by the Ro-
manian embassy in Washington, reports
theNew York Times. Romanian ambas-
sador Mircea Geoana notes that "the

mast interested corporations are defense
corporations, because they have a direct
interest in the issue." Boeing, whose

McDonnel-Douglas unit is
competing to sell F-18 fight-
ers to the Czech Republic, is
a corporate funder of the

American Friends of the Czech Republic
(AFOCR), another pro-expansion group, ac-
cording to the Washington-based National se-
curity News Service.

Ronald Bartek is one of the five directors
of AFOCR and works at the consulting firm
Mehl & Associates, which setts up joint ven-
tures between Czech companies and US weap-
ons manufacturers such as Lockheed Martin,
Textron-Bell and Northrup-Grumman . Bartek
claims that although his lobbying efforts have
"some nice overlays with our commercial in-
terests" he supports NATO expansion strictly
out of"personal conviction."

If anything, the arms industry's lobbying
efforts in east and central Europe have been
even more blatant than its campaigns in Wash-
ington. In April 1997, then-Lockheed Martin
CEO Norman Augustine made a whirlwind
tour of Hungary, Poland, the Czech Republic,
and Slovenia to generate support for NATO
expansion—and to hawk his wares . In Roma-
nia, Augustine even went so far as to promise
to support that nation's bid for NATO mem-
bership as quid pro quo for the Romanian
purchase of an $82 million radar system from
Lockheed Martin.

Lockheed Martin had already launched a
multi-pronged promotional offensive in the
region well before Augustine 's spring 1997
marketing trip. One of the company ' s most
innovative tactics was to offer a series of free
"defense planning seminars" for government
and military officials in Poland, Hungary, an d

the Czech Republic in October 1996. Lockheed
Martin's Gordon Bowen claims that the semi-
nars "are not marketing operations—we are

Congress who voted for the industry on issues
like the Arms Export Loan Fund were hand-
somely rewarded. A last-gasp amendment in-
troduced by Senator Dale Bumpers, D-Arkan-
sas, to strip the Anus Export Loan Fund out of
the fiscal year 1996 Pentagon appropriations
bill was defeated by a 58-to-41 vote. The 58
senators who voted to defeat the Bumpers
amendment received over $1
million from arms exporting
companies during the 1995-6
election cycle, an average of
$18,113 per senator.
The41 senators who
voted to block this
new subsidy for weap-
ons exporting companies TOyS
received over $316,000
from the arms industry dur- - 	
ing 1995-6, or an average of
$7,731 per senator.
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Petunia the Pig Says `Boo' to
Wienermobile

What's wrong with Oscar Mayer bring-
ing its Wienermobile to the Burnet Park Zoo in
Syracuse? Plenty! The Wienermobile is a pro-
motional gimmick to urge kids and their par-
ents to become hooked or stay hooked on hot
dogs. Through contests and prizes, Oscar
Mayer lulls kids into thinking that pigs actu-
ally enjoy being ground up into hot dogs.
Eating meat is unhealthy for people and lethal
for `food' animals.

PETA (People for the Ethical Treatment
of Animals), a national organization, is fol-
lowing the Wienermobile throughout its na-
tional tour and asked Syracuse activists to help
give people a humane, vegetarian message at
the zoo. PETA sent a great pig costume, leaf-
lets for adults explaining the problems with
eating animals and the benefits of being veg-
etarian, and pig stickers for children, saying
`Pigs are friends, not food.' PAR and Animal
Defense League demonstrated at the zoo on
Aug. 8 . A smaller group leafletted on Aug . 9
and 10.

The local chapter of the American Civil
Liberties Union intervened on behalf of our
Constitutional rights to peacefully assemble
and distribute leaflets, since Onondaga County
tried to tell us we could not do so.

The zoo was paid handsomely to host the
Wienermobile . How sad that the zoo would
give its endorsement to an industry that pro-
motes an unhealthy product and causes the
suffering and premature death of huge num-
bers of animals . But then the zoo is also home
to a Burger King restaurant so maybe the
Wienermobile is just an extension of that kind
of endorsement.

If you want info about environmental,
health, world hunger and animal rights rea-
sons for considering a vegetarian/vegan diet,
contact People for Animal Rights, POB 15358,
Syracuse, NY 13215-0358,488-PURR (7877)
between 9am and 10 :45pm.

Linda DeStefano

	 VNUASSK1t)
Housemate(s)Wanted : Live infriendlyfumished
cooperative house ; share meals, cooking, lean-
ing, low costs. Cozy fireplace, hardwood floors,
yard, porch, garages/off-street parking . Non-
smokers; could be vegetarian . Leave name and
number. 469.1790.

not handing out pamphlets explaining why the
F-16 is the best fighter in the world." But
Bowen does admit that the seminars "allow us
to know who the decision-makers are, what
their values structures are, and what theimeeds
are; to build relationships with these people."

The apparent goal of the seminars seemed
to be to scare hell out of militaryofficials in the
region so that they would be likely to buy as
many fighter planes as they could afford . For
example, one page of the seminar outline is a
map of Poland entitled "Postulated Military
Threats" with menacing arrows converging
on the country's borders and itemizing spe-
cific numbers of fighter planes (860), attack
helicopters (360), and surface-to-air missiles
(1,700), that Polish forces might have to con-
tend with in a future conflict . Later in the
outline, Lockheed Martin presents a "Best
Acquisition Plan," for Poland that includes
leasing seven free fighter planes
and buying 24 more on a "12-
year loan" (provided, no doubt,
by the US government).

Prior to the procure-
ment seminars, in Sep-
tember 1996, Lockheed
Martin executive Dain
Hancock made pitches for
the F-16 to military officials in
Prague, Budapest, and War-
saw. Hancock promised
"economic cooperation equal
to 100 percent of aircraft pur-
chases" and "up to 100 per-
cent financing." Hancock's
tempting offer was supple-
mented by an opportunity for
Polish Air Force pilots to fly US Air Force F-
16's at the August 1996 Bydgoscza Air Show,
and a series of F-16 flights for senior Hungar-
ian officials at an October 1996 air show at
Keckskemet Air base in Hungary . The planes
that were used for the F-16 test flights were
provided to Lockheed Martin at no or low cost
and flown to the shows from Germany at US
taxpayerexpense.

Perhaps the most enticing element of the
sales pitch made by Lockheed Martin and
other US weapons manufacturers to prospec-
tive clients in east and central Europe has been
the promise of lucrative "offsets " for the pur-
chasing nation . Offsets involve steering pro-
duction and investment to the client nation in
an arms deal to help "offset" the costs of
buying big-ticket weaponry . A 1997 report by
the Commerce Department indicates that off-
sets now amount to more than 80 percent of the

value of US armssales, which means that most
of the economic benefits of these deals arenow
being fanned out to overseas customers, not to
workers and communities in the United States.
A 1996 Commerce Department survey of 204
small and medium-sized US military subcon-
tracting firms in the United States found that
83 percent of them reported losing significant
business to foreign countries as a result of
offsets.

The race to provide offsets to east and
central Europe as part of NATOexpansion will
only make matters worse . Lockheed Martin
has already held a series of "Industrial Coop-
eration Team Conferences" in Poland, Hun-
gary, and the Czech Republic, at which 11
Lockheed Martin units and 39 majorLockhheed
Martin subcontractors met with representa-
tives of 136 east and central European compa-
nies . Lockheed Martin has already made a deal
with the Polish firm WSK PSL-Mielec to pro-
_

	

duce F-16s at its facilities if the
Polish government opts to buy the

aircraft, and Textron is trying to rework
the fmancing on a $1 .4 billion deal to build

Cobra helicopters (renamed "the
Dracula") in partnership
with the Romanian com-

pany IAR Brasov.

The Pending Arms Race
Unless the public and the

press stand up and take notice soon,
the resultof all this furious market-

ing activity w ill be a new arms race in
east and central Europe in which US
taxpayers will foot the bill and

Lockheed Martin, Boeing, Textron, and their
corporate partners in the region will cash in. If
the Senate lacks the political will to vote "no"
on the expansion of NATO to include Poland,
Hungary, and the Czech Republic, the least it
could do is put a cap on the levels of US
government subsidies to promote enlargement
of the alliance . A good starting point for the
negotiations would be $1 billion, the amount
that has already been authorized for NATO-
related arms sales and military activities, be-
hind the backs of US taxpayers.

William Hartung is the Director of the
Arms Trade Resource Center at the World
Policy Institute at the New School for Social
Research . This article is adapted from
Hartung's February 1998 report, "Welfare for
Weapons Dealers 1998 : The Hidden Costs of
NATO Expansion," which was produced in
cooperation with his colleague Jennifer
Washburn . This article reprinted with
permission from Multinational Monitor . db

Boys
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Do You Know What You're Investing In?

Many people cannot name a single company they own

through their mutual funds.

If you'd like to know more , about the companies you may be investing in,

please consider a

Seminar on Socially Responsible Investing (SRI)

sponsored by

Hansen's Financial and Tax Service.
The seminar will be held on

Tuesday, September 22, 1998
from 5-6:30 p.m.

at the Craftsman Inn, 7300 East Genesee Street,
Fayetteville, NY 13066.

Susan Hansen, Registered Principal, CFP, LUTCF,

and a representative from Calvert Group,

one of the largest SRI firms, will present overviews of

socially responsible investing.

Prospectuses will be available at the meeting.

Please call 315-637-5153 by Monday, September 14

to let us know if you will be attending

since seating is limited.

Refreshments will be served.

Branch Office, Cadaret, Grant & Co., Inc., Member NASD, SIPC
315-637-5153, FAX: 315-637-1264, 800-318-9780, E-MAIL

	

SSSHOAOL.COM
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Kathie Lee's at It again
Ann Taylor, Kathie Lee/Wal-Mart, Liz

Claiborne and Ralph Lauren are among the US
companies employing contractors in China
that produce apparel in sweatshop conditions,
according to a report released by the New York
City-based National Labor Committee.

"Working conditions in China actually
violate China's own labor law and internation-
ally recognized workers' rights, as well as US
corporate codes of conduct," a spokesperson
for the committee announced. "And US com-
panies take advantage of their vulnerability ."

For example, in the Liang Shi Handbag
factory where Kathie Lee handbags are made,
the workweek consists of seven ten-hour days
and wages as low as 13 cents an hour. It would
take more than a week's wages to purchase one
of the handbags, which sell for $12 .97 in the
US. The report found that there are no fire exits
in the factory or in the "dirty, cramped dormi-
tories where workers are housed five beds
to a room."
Source : Multinational Monitor

Coke adds fluff
Coca-Cola, a company with a $1 .6

billion adbudget has avery specific policy
when it comes to print ads . According to
a letter from a Coke ad agency quoted in
the Village Voice, Coke requires that its
ads be placed next to copy (as opposed to
other ads) but insists that the adjacent
copy cannot discuss the following "inap-
propriate" subjects: "hard news, sex-re-
lated issues, drugs (prescription or ille-
gal), medicine (chronic diseases such as
cancer, diabetes, AIDS), health (mental
or physical conditions), negative diet in-
formation (bulimia, anorexia, quick weight
loss), food, political issues, articles con-
taining vulgar language, orreligion. " Coke
seems to want magazines as devoid of content
as its soda.
Source : The Village Voice

Diet Number Three
Six giant US-based agrochemical corpo-

rations are poised to dominate global food
production with genetically engineered food
In fact, they've increased the acreage covered
with genetically modified crops tenfold since
1995 and are now poised to take over huge
tracts throughout Asia and Africa. According
to Indian activist Vandana Shiva, Asia could
also become a "dumping place" for genetically

modified foods as traditional markets like Eu-
rope become more selective.

"The world is about to witness a food crop
revolution," notes the McKinsey Quarterly, a
business publication . "The science is now in
the hands of large, well-funded, agricultural,
chemical, and pharmaceutical giants which
are poised to move from a handful of products
on the market today to a full menu in five years
time. Biotechnology is revolutionizing the food
chain . "

The companies claim the new technology
will end world hunger, reduce the useof pesti-
cides, and improve health. Says Monsanto
CEO Robert Shapiro, "we may aid up with
prescription foods or diets. We may have
Monsanto Diet Number 3 ."

Isn't that a comforting thought?
Source: Women's Visionr '98

We know It works but
The Clinton administration has admitted

that syringe exchange programs (SEPs) can
reduce the spread of HIV and do not encourage
drug use, but says that federal tax dollars will
not find SEPs, even ona research basis. The
administration's announcement came in the
wake of a March 17 resolution passed by the
Presidential Advisory Council on HIV/AIDS
(202/456-AIDS) which declared that it had
"no confidence" in the administration's AIDS
strategy and urged theOffice of National Drug

Control Policy to use federal funds for SEPs.
The House of Representatives, on the other
hand, was concerned that Clinton may have
come too close to sending the wrong message
about drug use, so it voted 287-140 to ban
permanently federal funding of SEPs.
Source : The Drug Policy Letter

We know it doesn't work but
A recently released study found that the

high profile federally funded Drug Abuse Re-
sistance Education (DARE) program does not
reduce drug abuse. Dennis Rosenbaum, head
of the criminal justice department at the Uni-
versity of Illinois, led the study of 1,800 Illinois
children. The six-year study didn't fmd any
differences between DARE and non-Dare stu-
dents. It did fmd that children living in the
suburbs who were exposed to DARE had a

significantly higher level of drug use than
students who didn't have DARE training.
Source : The Drug Policy Letter

The Silent Pandemic
More than a million women and children

died from the complications of reproduc-
tive tract infections (RTIs) every year dur-
ing the 1990s. But, worldwide, the issue is
masked by a culture of silence and lack of
information . That is the message of a Panos
Briefing report issued last year which says
that the burden of RTIs falls most heavily
on women of reproductive age andnewbom
children. Infections acquired during unsafe
childbirth, illegal and unsafe abortion, and
unsafe sex account for over 25 percent of all
disability of African women between the
ages of 15 and 44. HIV infections and AIDS
account for another 25 percent, not includ-
ing deaths from AIDS.

RTIs also cause a heavy emotional burden
especially when they damage fertility, says the
report . While about 5 percent of women world-
wide are unable to bear children due to some
inherited or hormonal disorder, a much larger
number are rendered infertile by damage to
their reproductive tract . Untreated sexually
transmitted diseases are also a significant fac-
tor in the spread of HIV in poor countries, with
most sexually transmitted infections transmit-
ted more easily from men to women than vice
versa.
Source: People and the Planet, the UN Popu-
lation Fund
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MARGARET R. MATHEWS C.S.W.
CERTIFIED SOCIAL WORKER

. Individuals
• Couples

• Sliding-scale Fee

203 S. BEECH ST.
SYRACUSE, N.Y. 13210

(315) 424-7930

Dr. Howard $. Walsdorf
CHIROPRACTOR

fragments for

Neck & Shoulder Pain
Lower Back Injuries
Stress Related Pain
Chronic Ailments

465 We ttcott Street
Syracuse, New York 13210

Day & Evening Hours
For Appointment Call:

(315)422-2027

Guidance in Nutrition &
Natural Remedies

Erwin Reiner
Residential
Contracting

478-2998
Restoration

Renovation

Rehabilitation
Repai r

passive solar
personal service

references

Syracuse Real Foot{ Cooperative
your community natural food store

open 7 ddys Sa h7 - 9pm

spices, *eas, pasta, dried .t uft dr nufis,1e-
an veel ian items, race, firb, sc

prcaduc;t5, organic pro .iuce, ar nlc
milk

	

c11 ses, cherrri l

	

-'[c

beef chic er, bu[1C pre.-ord..

buying fir area ing savj

618 Kensington Road—Syracuse, NY—13210 ~° •
tel . 315-472-1385 & fax 315-422-9021--http ://www .foodcoop .org/srfr/

visa, mastercard, amex, novus, checks & rooclstamps accepted

1 ; I've got the cure
for your

#44170410

MICHAEL DESALVO
(315) 479-8255

906 PARK AVE
SYRACUSE, NY 13204

l
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1st THREE WEDNESDAYS:
Peace Newsletter editorial
msetinp . 924 Burnet Av.
5 :30pm . 472.5478.

, .

	

r

EVERY INEDNESDAY:
& Draft Counseling at the
Peace Council . Noon-3pm . Cali

Marge 472-5478.

. HOPE, Inc. mablg (grass-
roots ADS 9ra+p). LMrg Room .

328 Montgomery St 5:30pm . 474
Sudan.

3618.

NOW CNY Chapter meeting.

;~ ='•

' Marine Midland Bank, 380 S
Warren, 7pm . 487-3188.

Crbbadlatln Merl= Coal-
„Von working potluck at Plymouth mllduwca

	

•

	

'
a

	

. . ' Church, 232 E. Onondaga St 8•
7 :30pm . 478.4571 .

-
-

	

•

	

° '

	

- - Onondaga Audubon meeting. RAPT

	

r : • •

	

r

Dewitt Community Church, 3600 °

	

•

	

r •

	

~~

13 14 15
Erie Blvd. 7:30pm . 457-7731 .

Re-`NucMr Nlg *n. m..: From Re-

EVERY

W akoVSbatCubrrahFaM.Noorr
cycling Nuclear%Mste Into Con-
stow Preducte So the Denguls-

womerr

	

'

8pm . music, community group tn- Van Oft Power Wintry' with
btng, food, entertainment & more . Judith Jolnaud,Ph .D. MayMerno-
Raindate September 27 .

Syracuse United Neighbors/
Coddo n forte Cannon Good
me** 558 W. Onondaga St

liar, 3800 E . Genesee St 7:30pm.
SponsoredbyPeaceAcbon&SANE .

Como*
` •

	

, c

Southsids mating. St . An-
thong's Church, Midland & Colvin

Noon. 478-7442. 1
5

'•

St 7pm. 478-7475. NAACP general mtg . 7pm.
NAACP Office, 1125 S. Salina St.
422. 8933.

20 21 22 Syracuse United Neighbors/
Skunk City meeting. Mundy
Library, S . Geddes St . 7:30pm.
476-7475.

People for Animal Rights busi- 23
EVERY SUNDAY: n

for
os

locati
mtg.

on
. 7pm . Call 488-7877

n . , WED: Syracuse Comm- ,smd

People's 60 Minutes.
Syracuse United Neighbors/

Parents, Family & Friends of nity Choir rehearsal for winter
solstice concert

	

with
,

•„,

	

,

	

,"

	

, ,

	

,~,
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,
Time Warner Cable Ch . 3, Weatside meeting. Anna Mae

Lesbians i Gays(PFtJIG) meet-
incl . First Unitarian Universalist

Come sing
us! No auditions. Westcott Cor-

-

	

-,

	

,

	

.

	

,

8pm . Produced by Peace
Council.

WwiamsCommunatyCenter,228 Society of Syracuse, 250 Waring munity Center, 826 Euclid Av . peacgNevigigther
Shonnard St 7:30pm . 476-7475 . Rd . 7:30pm . 446-5940 . 7:30pm . 487-8807 .

Melling Party at SPC,

27 28 29 30 924 Bumet Av. 5-7pm.
Fete Food! treason) Lease Qooaaii

EVERY SUNDAY : Sharing" the
Earth. Animal rights & environmen-

Friends of Dorothy Catholic
WbrkerBenef tDkmer St . Vincent Corr pwlts Qaieadar

tal videos. 11 :30am . Time Warner de Paul Parish Center, Winton St .,
Cable channel

	

Produced by Burnet Av .

	

pm . $0.315 do-
People forArem al Rights . nation

. 471
471~853

.
1.1

	

i CA,

	

i SepteilmbeirEVERY MONDAY : HIV+Issue
Group meeting . 6 :30-8pm .

•,!h .

	

P

	

.~

	

,
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EVERY SUNDAY : This Way Out
Gay & Lesbian radio program on

Sponsored by AIDS Commu-
nity Resources . Call Bob for

EVERY WEDNESDAY : Open
Mic Night at Happy Endings b

	

i

	

~h- ;xlhn -

	

a .l>t

	

24 1998
WRVO FM 90 . 8:30-7pm . place. 475-2430 . Coffeehouse . Poetry, music,

short stories" 8pm . $2.

1
}
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	 From speaking out to getting locked up 	
uzea
6PM FRIDAY

6EPTEMBER 18, 1998

Potluck Dinner
SPC will provide table settings, beverages,
desserts — bring main & side dishes
(vegetarian please)

Panel
Community voices on dissent

Open discussion and desserts
Share a meal and conversation with old and new
friends

-Y --!

	

.
IT

S
A vBIRD. ..

'TB A TREE. ..
ITIB A PLANT . ..
BUT WHAT KIND?
Come for a walk in the woods and find out with local
naturalists Andy Molloy, Marge Rusk, Karen Kerney &
more. Explore two one-hour loops on the undeveloped
side of Verona Beach State Park.

Saturday, September 19 . 1-4pm
(rain date, Sept 20)

30-45 minutes East of Syracuse Off At . 13
North of Canastota, Thruway exit 34
'/a mile north of State Park Entrance
opposite Lakeshore Drive
look for SPC sign

Bring weather appropriate
lothing & footwear

'' neakers ok), camera,
binoculars, inquiring mind ..

$5/person, $12/family
(additional donations gratefully accepted)

phone RSVP by 9/17 (so we have enough guides)

	 A Syracuse Peace Council Fun-Raising event

C&1
Westcott Community Center

	

Awned* spoor
childcare provided on request

corner of Westcott and Euclid Information (3151472-5478

Donation requested to support SPC & cover costs

Complimentary Copy
Please subscribe — STILL $12/yrl

Syracuse Peace Cou
924 Burnet Ave.
Syracuse, NY 13203
(315) 472-5478

Educate, Agitate, Organize
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