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Rae:  Hi

Dik:  Hi

Rae: Can you tell us your name just for the record?

Dik: Dik Cool

Rae:  And were you born and raised in Syracuse?

Dik:  I was born in Syracuse and raised in Liverpool, New York, which is a suburb.

Rae:   And when did you get involved with the Peace Council.

Dik:  In 1970 I went to work for the Peace Council.  I had been out of prison for draft resistance for about a year.  Bill David Easter recruited me.  I had really not been involved that much in, sort of, organized peace groups up until that time.

Rae:  How did you hear about the Peace Council?

Dik:  Actually, my lawyer, Ben Shove, who was a major funder for the Peace Council in the earlier days, he, had mentioned the Peace Council a couple of times.  His daughter, Sarah Edwards, was involved in the Peace Council to some extent, so I knew of the Peace Council but it was fairly dormant in the late ‘60’s.

Rae:  And had you had any pre-conceived notions about what the Peace Council was about?

Dik:  Pre-conceived notions…let me see, not really, I had no, I had very little knowledge of what a local peace group did.  Peacemakers is…I had had a little bit of contact with the Peacemakers, out in California, but they were not so much a local peace group as they were a newsletter and a sort of national information center.

Rae:  And that early involvement through David—was it meaningful to you?  Did it speak to you?

Dik:  The early involvement…well, I joined staff in January 1970 and it was David and myself and Sally Brule at the time.  It became immediately meaningful, I mean, obviously, that work or similar work has consumed the rest of my adult life.  So, I guess it was pretty darned meaningful.  I just became immersed in the Vietnam War; in the injustice of it and we tried to do everything we could to stop it.

Rae:  I want you to go back, so that was good anticipating.  Referring back to that early connection with David, you mentioned having just gotten out of prison.  Can you speak a little bit about that?

Dik:  I was in prison for two years, 1967 and 1968 for draft resistance.  I was in three different prisons.  I started out in Petersburg in Virginia, and then went to Lewisburg and then Allenwood in Pennsylvania.   I was tried in Syracuse, found guilty on two counts, sentenced to the Youth Corrections Act, which was a six year sentence and in prison it was called a “zip six”—sort of the tongue in cheek prison humor.  It implied it did anything but zip because technically, I think they could have kept me in prison for 40 years, whereas the normal sentence was only 5 at that time and you’d get out in 3 ½ with good behavior.  So, I, the prison experience was actually a pretty important part of my growth, radicalizing experience.  I got to know a lot of people who I’d have never gotten to know any other way and I came out kind of in shock from having been in prison for two years, but really with a completely different perspective on US society.
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Rae:  And the work at the Peace Council allowed you to bring this new, radicalized perspective into real life.

Dik:  In many ways it did, yes.  

Rae:  Your involvement with the Peace Council has lasted many years.  Yes, OK, the prison experience it would seem to me was a time, as you said radicalization, and coming to connect with the Peace Council after that experience had a ____ link up to you.  

Dik:  Yeah, going to work for the Peace Council definitely was a way to sort of play out those experiences.  Actually, I should mention another thing, I worked for a year at a local pharmaceutical plant, a huge pharmaceutical plant, which will go unnamed, that was my parole plan.  I couldn’t have gotten out of prison without a legitimate parole plan and I was very fortunate to have a parole officer who allowed me to go to work for the Peace Council a year later.  I was still on parole when I went to work for the Peace Council.  He was against the war and I am sure I was one of the very few people in the country who was on parole for draft resistance who was allowed to work for a peace group.  Many years later when Andy Mager went through his draft resistance case, the same parole officer—I had a chance to reunite with him, Frank Waterson, his name.  We had a great time reminiscing.  

Rae:  That’s a wonderful story.  It very many points up the need for folks who are doing peace and justice work not to simply stay within our circle, but to know there are sympathetic minds and voices.

Dik:  Yeah, absolutely.  He was a neat guy.  He was certainly; probably his job was a little bit threatened by that, by that involvement.  He wanted, then when I completed my six years, I was on parole for four years, a long time, he pulls me into his office and says because he gives me a certificate, and he says you’ve completed this and technically I wasn’t a felon anymore, because that was one of the provisions of the CA Act and he says “Dik, just do me one favor—I only ask you one favor.  Please don’t send this back to them because that will make me look bad.”  And I said I won’t send it back to them.  So that was our agreement.  That was his only condition he ever put on me, just about.  

Rae:  Nice link person to person.  Your connection to the Peace Council has been long and varied.  If you had identify for whatever reason some high point, some most significant, is there something, an event an occasion that sticks out.  

Dik:  Well, sure a high point in terms of my Peace Council work would have been ending the war.  When the war ended—the Vietnam War, which was 1975.  We celebrated for a number of days, we had a big party at the Peace Council and I still remember there, some of the more radical folks in town, they came with NLF, National Liberation Front flag, the slang being of course the Vietcong flag. They waited outside to see what the reception was going to be, because somebody bringing in the flag and I said and I came out and I said I think you can bring that in it’s fine.   But, yeah, I mean so many people worked so many years to stop that war.   It certainly was one of the main highlights and then the next year we put out, I don’t remember what edition it was, 1976 Peace Calendar, commemorated the war.  It was an incredible ambitious calendar.  It had 35 images, something like that, from the war.  So that was another highlight to take all that huge amount of creative energy that had been generated from the war and put it into some visual product people could keep and use.  

Rae:  It makes you think about the creativity that was so long guided into the anti-war work, that if we hadn’t had to do that there would be no war to struggle against how might that energy been directed.   Some SPC successes and obviously the anti-war work culminating the end of the war and the celebration, other examples that are meaningful to you.

Dik:  Well I think it’s hard to, and I wish it weren’t so hard to point out big successes.  I mean, I think the just the on-going work of the Peace Council is a success in the fact that it’s been able to sustain itself since 1936 is a huge success.  In a culture and a society of political climate, hat is certainly hostile to that kind of survival.  I think the Peace Council played a significant role in stopping the continued spread of nuclear power plants in upstate NY in the mid to late 70’s.  That was a major focus after the Vietnam War and it was nuclear power opposition to that and nuclear weapons of course.  I guess those would be the, owning our own building was a success which we, I can’t remember when we paid it off, it was some small amount of money in that day.  I think the building cost $7,000 or something; we had to raise about $5,000 to pay it off.  We did that over about three or four years, generating new opportunities for people like the SPC crafts, I think that was a success and has continued to employ someone.  Spinning off a bookstore that no longer exists, but certainly existed for quite some time.  I think all of those things, or probably more things that I’m missing, but 

Rae:  Speak biographically a little bit in terms of your early involvement as a staff person when that ended and the nature of your connection through the following years and then more recently your involvement the kind of resurrection, so to speak.

Dik:  Well I was on staff from 1970 to 1981.  I left staff; I really just wanted to do some different things.  I wanted to work more on a national level if I could and I had a vague vision that cultural work could be extended to a national project. At the same time the Peace Council made a decision not to continue publishing the Peace Calendar other people and myself had begun in 1972. So a small group of us, five of us, decided to continue the tradition of the Peace Calendar and that gave birth to the Syracuse Cultural Workers.  It was you know, during, I would say so the beginning of the Cultural Workers was 1982, really up to 1992, for at least 10 years, the Cultural Workers was really a struggle, a big struggle and even beyond that.  I didn’t have a whole lot to do with the Peace Council other than for tacit support during that time.  I simply, I couldn’t but try to maintain the Cultural Workers.  In the last five years I’ve been extremely pleased that the Cultural Workers have been able to breathe, to be moderately successful and to be able to really offer support to the Peace Council, and after 9/11 that was I think the Cultural Workers and myself we played significant roles in the resurrection of the Peace Council.  We wouldn’t have been able to do that if the Cultural Workers hadn’t been reasonably successful at that point.

Rae:  Yes, your presence has included in recent times membership on the steering committee, and membership of the finance committee some kind of structural kind of connection as well as the ongoing generosity.  What’s been your kind of notions about how things are working post-resurrection, so to speak.

Dik:  Well, you know I actually wanted to go back a little bit.  I was thinking about this interview a little bit and realizing that in 1972 the Peace Calendar and Plowshares began the same year.  That was an incredibly that period of about three years, from 1971 to 74 was an enormously amount of energy in the Peace Council.  We had about 5 or 6 staff people.  Literally hundreds of people involved in different things.  But those two projects that the Plowshares Craftfair and the Peace Calendar have continued up to the present day and they now are in many ways you know major sources of funding for the Peace Council.  And ironically, the Peace Council is probably a source of funding now than it ever was when the Peace Council was actually publishing it.  At which time it made very little money in the 11 years that the Peace Council published it.  But I’m sorry that wasn’t your question.  

Rae:  No, but that was fine.  That, those connections they are so intertwined.  Maybe from the vantage point the being able to breathe a little bit wearing your personal hat and your cultural workers hat and having resources both of energy and more material things.  The nature of your connection to the Peace Council now as a steering committee member, as a member of the finance committee, what’s your take on things these days.

Dik:  What’s my take?  I’m not sure whether you mean the Peace Council or my take on world problems or uh, my take on the Peace Council is we’re in the process of looking for a new building, which I think is a very important step.  I think the Peace Council’s base has been solidified and I foresee gradual and continued growth in a very positive way for the Peace Council.  

Rae:  Why do you continue to stay involved, what does meaningfulness for you.

Dik:  Well, I don’t think we have very much choice that’s the way I look at it.  If we’re going to create a better world we have to have vehicles to do that and the Peace Council is one of the best vehicles we have in the Syracuse area and even if I didn’t have my long tradition of being a staff member and being involved historically, I think I still would want to be involved because it’s one of the best games in town.  

Rae:  Why do you think it’s lasted so long.

Dik:  A lot of good people.  I think a lot of history also we, what’s left, we like to talk about the deeper history, and I am certainly one to do that quickly.  The Onondagas, the suffrage movement, the abolitionists, those kinds of things, the civil rights movement core, you know the Chapter of Core in Syracuse that was very significant—I think all of those things are important.  But what it really comes down to is having key people, good people, who are willing to make sacrifices and to do hard things over many, many years and somehow that baton kept being passed on successfully.   That’s really what makes it go.  

Rae:  Is there anything unique about the Peace Council and if so what would see that that is.

Dik:  Well, it’s certainly that it’s the oldest locally based peace group in the US.  That’s pretty darn unique.  When you say that to people around the country, by the way I have to stop saying probably, I think it is, we deal with a lot of peace groups around the country, the Cultural Workers in terms of them buying stuff from us, so we perhaps have a better sense of local peace groups around the country and there really isn’t another peace groups that’s as old as the Peace Council.  There’s certainly national organizations, WRL, FOR, are older but not on locally based peace group that has sustained itself for this period of time.

Rae:  Have you any disappointments associated with your connection to the Peace Council, and if so, what would those be.

Dik:  I don’t know if that’s a frame of reference for me really, I mean there’s lots of disappointments you know we haven’t ended the Iraq war, we haven’t ended racism in Syracuse, we haven’t been able to build a people centered economic base in Syracuse, we have things like Destiny breathing down our necks which is an atrocious solution to economic problems in Syracuse.  So I guess my concerns would be larger rather than we didn’t stay open late enough or that leaflet wasn’t put out quite the right way or something like that.  

Rae:  So the disappointments are larger in a sense that the disappointments that the changes in the world that you would like to have seen have not happened.  

Dik:  Yes, absolutely.  The whole Iraq war is just a dejavuof Vietnam.  I mean, you know, those of us who went through Vietnam we just sit around and say we just cannot believe they’re doing this again.  The Vietnam syndrome as the media likes to call it, really was a condition that did last for a good long time in this country and the right successfully eroded it to the point that they’ve been able to wage this war and all kinds of other stuff, it’s atrocious.

Rae:  Are there elements of how the Peace Council functions that you see could be improved to make the work more effective.

Dik:  Well, I, one of the projects I’ve been wanting the Peace Council to do is this neighborhood discussion program which was very successful during Vietnam and I would like to see us doing more of that thing we go out into the neighborhoods, we do that kind of low level education that not only creates a broader base of education, but also recruits people at the same time and recruits people in neighborhoods that we perhaps don’t have much of a following in at the moment.  

Rae:  What would you say to someone who said that being active won’t make a difference.  Why should I bother?  Why should I be involved?

Dik:  My first argument would be pretty self-centered for them, would be it will make you feel a lot better if you’re doing something that’s meaningful in your life. Cynicism I think that they have studies on this kind of thing you know I’m sure they’ve probably funded some multi-million dollar studies that show that cynicism leads to a shorter life, so there goes your argument right there.  But, obviously in order to create great social change, we have to work together, we have to be positive, we have to have there’s a possibility of a larger vision, a vision that includes everyone, bringing everyone to the table and cynicism is, I’d rather have somebody who’s just whose view opposed ours or mine, than to have somebody who’s cynical because that really saps the energy and strength from other people.

Rae:  Is there anything else you would like add related to your connection to the Peace Council.

Dik:  I don’t know.  Just best wishes for another 75 years, or 70 years, excuse me.  I’m jumping ahead five years.  

Rae:  And would you be willing to read the statement of purpose for us.  
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