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Interview with Ed Kinane

Interviewer: Rae Kramer

Rae:  Hi, how are you?  Well, would you tell us your name and tell us where you born and raised?

Ed:  My name is Ed Kinane and I was born here in Syracuse about a mile from where I live.  

Rae:  And when did you become involved with the Syracuse Peace Council.  

Ed:  I first became aware of it I think in the mid 70’s. I know in the mid 70’s and I actually became a Peace Council staff person in the mid 70’s.

Rae:  Do you have an overlap with Dik Cool in terms of being staff?

Ed:  My entire time on staff was when Dik was here.

Rae: OK, that’s interesting.  Did you have some preconceived notions about the Peace Council before you became connected?

Ed:  You know although I was born in Syracuse and I have been political for a while, I never heard of the Syracuse Peace Council until a friend just took me over there and introduced me to the Peace Council folks, that was in the mid 70’s.

Rae:  If you had to identify a highpoint of your connection to the Peace Council, would there be one you could identify?

Ed:  I’m not sure.  I think there’s sort of a plateau of camaraderie and solidarity that I’ve experienced, that I’d point to.

Rae:  Can you speak a little bit about your days as a staff member, what that was like for you?

Ed:  Well, I wasn’t a very experienced staff member.  I was kind of learning the ropes and I had a very close working relationship with William Sunderland, who was a staff member for several years and we were close friends.  We both worked primarily on the nuclear issues, nuclear plants as opposed to nuclear weapons.  It was very intense—it was the main project of the Peace Council in the late 70’s.

Rae:  Yes, in earlier interviews we heard about the passionate devotion of energy to fighting the war in Vietnam and that with the end of the war it being moved toward anti-nuclear work.

Ed:  Right, the Vietnam activism was before my time with the Peace Council.  

Rae:  From your own observations, can you give some examples, if you have them in your head, about success of the Peace Council?

Ed:  Well, one thing we did back in the era when I was on staff is William and myself and several others Karen Kerney, we were part of a puppet show that toured around NYS campuses of Jack and the Beanstalk, and it talked about the nuclear issue and it was a lot of fun.  You know, going around the state giving these puppet shows.

Rae:  How has involvement with the Peace Council affected you?

Ed:  It’s given me a base in my hometown for political work.  It has a coherent sense of political values which I identify with very heavily.  And I think while I would have those values anyway, I think it has always reinforced where I was coming from politically.  I’ve worked a lot with the Peace Newsletter, over the years I’ve been on the editorial committee various times when I have been in Syracuse in developing editorial skills and writing skills has come out of my work with the Peace Newsletter.

Rae:  In terms of the remark you just made about when you’re in Syracuse, can you speak a little bit of your biography when you were not in Syracuse?

Ed:  Well, although I was born and raised here, I’ve lived here a lot, I’ve actually lived abroad a great deal as well.  After I was on staff in the late 70’s, I went to Africa and traveled around Africa for about 

2 ½ years which included a year of teaching in a 1-room schoolhouse, a Quaker school up in a remote area of Kenya.  A lot of Africa travel and experience.  Then in the late 80’s I joined a group called Peace Brigades International, which does protective accompaniment in areas of civil strife.  The idea is foreigners would literally bodyguard, unarmed, because we’re committed to non violence, with the idea of deterring violence against local activists, local human rights workers.  So I worked on the Peace Brigades team in Guatemala, and El Salvador, in Sri Lanka, and also in Haiti in the early 90’s.  More recently, I spent five months in Iraq before the US invasion, during the entire invasion, and also after the invasion after the occupation.  While I was in Iraq I was wearing my Peace Council hat because I was kind of the Peace Newsletter’s foreign correspondent.  You know their “man in Baghdad”.  And there’s also been other travels.  I’ve been part of delegations to Haiti, Columbia, more than once to both places. 

Rae:  Do you see a connection between the work that you did abroad and what you brought back to inform the work you do with the Peace Council?

Ed:  Oh definitely, they work hand in hand because when I would come back from these travels I would frequently speak at the community groups, to congregations, to classrooms, high school and college and often would be under the auspices of SPC.  And I would write for the Peace Newsletter.  I would frequently write articles about places I’ve been in the Peace Newsletter not travelogues but consciousness, the consciousness I would acquire because the result of my travels frequently got translated into articles in the Peace Newsletter.

Rae:  Why do you continue to work with the Peace Council to stay connected?  

Ed:  It embodies values I feel very strongly about.  It embodies a community I’ve been linked to for years.  My partner Ann has gotten very involved in the Peace Council and I just do a lot of work with her, supporting her initiatives.  And Syracuse Peace Council is for me, not exactly the only game in town, but it is certainly the one that reflects my values and style best.  It is very grassroots, unhierarchnical, not corporate, not overly concerned with image, you know things that I feel uncomfortable with than with some other groups locally.  

Rae:  Why is it important for people to get involved in the work of the Peace Council?

Ed:  I think the Peace Council provides an excellent vehicle for grassroots, education, agitation and organizing.  It provides a comprehensive set of values, it provides tools and resources for local activists,  provides a community and that’s part of the broader question, why is it important to be involved, why is it important to do political work?  Well, we live in a world that’s in desperate straits, we live in a country that desperately betrayed its own values and we need to turn that around.  And any little thing that we can do as individuals will have ripple affects that can improve the situation.  And frankly, what’s a better way to use our time and resources than trying to improve the world and trying to improve our community?  And trying to improve our own souls if you will.

Rae:  Connecting what you just said, and you spoke it with great passion, why do you think the Peace Council has able to endure through some serious ups and downs and is in a period now of some strength?

Ed:  Well, part of the reason it’s in a period of some strength is because there’s a war on.  War is good for peace—you know peace activists.  So there’s that angle.  But I think that’s not quite your question.  I think because the Peace Council has a coherent set of near radical values that gives it a grounding, a compass that sees it through its own organizational ups and downs and then sees it through the various, you know, trends and changes in society at large.  I think because the Peace Council is less apt to be co-opted like other groups by the power structure.  It just retains an integrity which is desperately needed and people acknowledge and recognize and want to identify with.  When I first got involved with the Peace Council one thing that struck me, I’m a straight guy, and yet the Peace Council at that time and ever since, has very strongly supported gay rights, even when maybe that was losing it some support in the community.  I really respected that, that the Peace Council stuck by its values, even though maybe it wasn’t the politic or expedient thing to do.  

Rae:  Given what seems to be a faithful commitment to a core set of values that the Peace Council has, have you seen changes?  And if you have, do they seem positive or otherwise?

Ed:  Well, the Peace Council has certainly responded to changes in the world, for example, in the mid ‘70’s and earlier with the Vietnam War activism.  When I got involved it was focused on nuclear energy and alternative energy.  In the last several years it has focused on the Iraq war, out of necessity.  So there have been those changes in theme and focus.  Organizationally there have been changes as well.  When I was on-board in the late ‘70’s in terms of being on staff, there were 4 full time staff people and I think maybe that was kind of a peak and throughout the ‘80’s there were usually less than that, sometimes only two.  Sometimes even one staff person.  And now we’ve got several staff people who are part-time theoretically but I have this feeling that they’re working virtually full time.  So we’ve seen it come back up again in terms of staffing, which is very heartening.  

Rae:  Are there some program areas that you would like to see the Peace Council become more involved in?

Ed:  Well, I feel, non-violence; theory and action; are very important.  And the Peace Council has always been explicitly committed to non-violence.  But my guess is that we can do more in terms of spreading that whole concept of non-violence than we’ve done.  Not so long ago we held a weekend training-—non-violence training—in which people from out of the state came and that seemed like a very good initiative.  We haven’t really followed up on that in the same manner but workshops about non-violence, I think, would be empowering to people in the community.

Rae:  Are there any disappointments vis-à-vis how the Peace Council functions?

Ed:  How it functions…um…we’re all human in the Peace Council and occasionally I become aware of my own limitations and certainly the limitations of others.  I think basically the Peace Council has had a very good history of people doing the best they can, but often we want to do better.  That sort of thing is part of the territory.  

Rae:  What would you say to someone who says that being active won’t make any difference?

Ed:  I think there’s a lot of people that believe that but I think that being active does make a difference.  I’ve been part of various initiatives, activist initiatives, over the years that had real ripple effects.  I believe strongly in the ripple effects.

Rae:  Is there anything else about the current work of the Peace Council or your connection to it that you would like to share?

Ed:  I would just say that I feel very good about the current staff configuration.  I think its made up of people that have a lot of skills and  a lot of dedication and who are working very hard.  I think they’re doing a pretty good job of empowering volunteers.  There have been times when I’ve thought that, well, maybe a volunteer should take this on rather than a staff person, and I think it would be good sometimes if staff bore that in mind more so that it’s not just a staff sort of an organization but an actual council, by which I mean any number of people taking part in being empowered to help make decisions.

Rae:  We would be interested in your reading the Statement of Purpose.

Ed:  This is the Syracuse Peace Council’s “Statement of Purpose” and before I begin reading it I might say that I actually had a hand in writing it and I recognize some of the phrases in it but I’m thinking that maybe it could be revised.  I agree with everything in it.  I think we could express it more effectively than what we have here.  This goes back quite a number of years.  Anyway,  “The Syracuse Peace Council, SPC, founded in 1936, is an anti-war social justice organization.  It is community based, autonomous, and funded by the contributions of its supporters.  SPC educates, agitates and organizes for a world where war, violence and exploitation in any form will no longer exist.  It challenges the existing unjust power relationships among nations, among people and between ourselves and the environment.  As members we work to replace inequality, hierarchy, domination and powerlessness with mutual respect, personal empowerment, cooperation, and a sense of community.  Present social injustices cannot be understood in isolation from each other, nor can they be overcome without recognizing their economic and militaristic roots.  SPC stresses a strategy that makes these connections clear.  We initiate and support activities that help build the sense of community and help tear down the walls of oppression.  A fundamental basis for peace and justice is an economic system that places human need above monetary profit.  We establish relationships among people based on cooperation, rather than competition or the threat of destruction.  Our political values and personal lives shape and reflect each other. In both we are committed to non-violent means of conflict resolution and to a process of decision making that responds to he needs of us all.”

