SPC History Video—Fall 2005

Interview with Gabe Barry-Carfield

Interviewer: Rae Kramer

December 20, 2005

G: Gabe I: Interviewer 2: Second interviewer 

I: Hi

G: Hello. 

I: Can you tell us your name and where you were born and raised, and how you became involved with the Peace Council? 

G: Well, name is Gabe Barry-Carfield, and I was born in a little house on Westcott St. actually. Um, and I was born and raised in Syracuse, NY, and I suppose I sort of became involved in the Peace Council through my parents who were big activists and really involved in the first Gulf War during the early ‘90’s, and they were really involved with the plowshares trials.  So I kind of grew up in that time period as that, as my really like transforming person time, so, that’s when I grew up. 

I: Do you have recollections from when you were small? 

G: Oh yeah. (overlapping)

I: (overlapping)…about times at the Peace Council? Can you speak a little bit about that? 

G: Um, well, actually I just finished doing a performance piece this past term at Antioch College where I go to school about my mother and one of the biggest center monologues about my piece was about this memory of my mom and one of her affinity groups from the Peace Council, um, doing actions outside the Federal Building during the trial of the Gulf War. And I also just remember always being around um, like going to PNL mailing parties and making huge big long chains of rubber bands while the adults were all busy stuffing and talking politics so, those are some of my earliest memories. 

I: As you . . . 

2: Hold on a minute. Do you by any chance have that to memory, some of that monologue, that you could recite? 

G: Yeah, yeah. 

I: Ok, yeah, so, just tell how much you want to do.

G: Ok, um, let me think where I can start, um, ok. Um, alright, I preface this – it’s set in – I’m recollecting the year of my life which is the year 1990 when I first watched my mother get arrested on television, and first I talk about watching her get arrested and then I talk about seeing later that summer and what happened then so, 

Later that summer I stood in my favorite orange and pink dress, which had stripes and polka dots, as I watched my mother and her affinity group scale a monument outside of the federal building. It was at the trial of my mom’s friends who had beat up a B-52 bomber so it couldn’t take off on the runway. It was summer in Central New York so it was hot, but my mother and her friends wore masks and costumes as they performed street theatre. I watched with the rest of the crowd, and I was proud of my mother. Really proud. It was like the whole world was watching, and my mom was actually struggling to deconstruct oppression. Well, as much oppression as my four year old mind could comprehend. I understood that capitalism was bad and organic farming was good. And I had never had chocolate. As I watched with the rest of the crowd, I began to form into a person. A person who had thoughts and ideas. Oddly enough thirteen years later I found myself standing outside that same Federal Building at that same monument with a megaphone in hand. It was 2003. Bush W. was in office and there was a war going on in a desert on the other side of the earth. I stood in the pouring rain with 500 people below me and I said, “Show me what democracy looks like,” with my fist raised in the air. “This is what democracy looks like,” and as I turned, I saw my mother climbing up the monument to stand beside me. And we stood there together, bold and rebellious, in the winter of 2003. 

I: Oh my God I got chills, 

2: Great

I: I got absolute chills. 

G: Do you remember it? 

I: I do, I do!

(Tape change)

I: And I know that you were actively connected when you were in high school. Can you speak about that a little bit? 

G: Um, yeah. Well, sort of.  When I sort of switched to public school in middle school I had like this urge to get away from my liberal upbringing and it was weird and it was strange and nobody else was like that and I didn’t want anything to do with it. And then, um, I guess it was my junior year when George W. Bush decided to attack Iraq, um, and that war began. And I was really frustrated, just really, really frustrated with the apathy of the youth and people my age who were – who knew that this war was wrong, and they knew that the like current state of political affairs was wrong, but no one was doing anything about it, and no one was doing – it was just frustrating. And I guess that was um, that was when I decided to get back involved with the Peace Council and it was one of the best decisions that I ever made in my life. I began working with um, a newly formed group, Youth Empowerment for Peace, which had just been started from some of my friends at Jamesville Dewitt High School, and I got real involved with what was YEP – Youth Empowerment for Peace.  And then I started organizing rallies, and I sort of got pushed into this position of leadership among the youth and I – in a lot of ways I kind of became almost like this poster child of the youth movement in Syracuse- but it was fun also, and it was really fun to see that I could help some way and I could promote change. And not even so much on a large scale picture, but the fact that it made other youth see that it was OK to get involved, and that it was OK to speak out and sort of felt like I almost opened a door for other kids who were feeling this apathy and who were feeling this need for change but were scared. And I felt like with my background and with how I grew up around organizing, it came really natural to me and I was able to help, and it was really great. 

I: How has that? 

(Hold on - counting)

I: Has there been a high point for you in terms of your involvement with the Peace Council? 

G: Um, probably um well, well my favorite, my favorite memory, um, well actually – yeah, yeah, my favorite. Um, well kind of two. I have two. Um, my favorite like moment of my involvement with the Syracuse Peace movement was definitely my junior year when myself and a few other students at Nottingham decided to organize what would have been a walkout and we were really excited about it and everyone was really pumped up and everyone was like, “we gonna have a walkout,” like “yeah,” like “it’s gonna be just like the seventies,” and unfortunately we were- most of us who were involved in this were also really involved with the theatre department and the show, the school show, was the next week and when our theatre teacher got word that we were gonna plan a walkout, which we knew we would be suspended because we were the organizers- it was very apparent that myself and one other student were the like political people in the school and of course we would have been suspended in like two seconds um and when he – when Mr. Fonte the theatre teacher got word he, there was, there was no end to it and he dragged us to the principal’s office and he was like “if you go through with this I’ll suspend you myself,” so the conditions were that instead of having a walkout we would have a protest after school and they would- the principal and Mr. Fonte and all the teachers- be there with us and supporting us. So, we decided to go through and it was totally surreal that whole week. You know, we would on our lunch break, we’d be at my house, we’d be on the phone the with ACLU, and calling the press making sure that everything was in order because we wanted to make sure that everything went off without a hitch and we were terrified. At two o’clock that day we were terrified standing outside with a megaphone that Jessica Maxwell had lent to me and you know it was terrifying because we were totally terrified that we were gonna get laughed at, that people were gonna like, no one was gonna come, and it was gonna be me and my friends standing there with a megaphone and it was just terrifying and as everyone started to come out of the building, and we were you know, chanting, suddenly we looked around and, and I would say a good third of Nottingham, where I went to high school, was around me, and was with me, and was protesting something that I had organized, and it was amazing because we were all unified and the principal was there and there were news cameras and it was really fun in this sort of um heat of the moment we decided we would march down the street and it was great and we march down Meadowbrook and around and the um there was pretty good news coverage of it and it was amazing. It was really fun and it was the first time that I really like, knew that I needed to be involved in peace and justice and struggling for social change because its something that makes me really happy. Um, yeah, and then, as a result of that work, my senior year I received the Young Peacemakers Award from Peace Action and that was a really, really nice time in my life.  I received that award and because of sort of the state of affairs in the world, um, the press in Syracuse sort of took big notice to that and there was a really nice article in the Post Standard and like it was just really fun and really nice to like be recognized for work that I had done and it was, it was really fun and I was just about to go off to Antioch College and I sort of felt like I had done something. 

I: To go to the other extreme, and my mind is kind of filled with what you just said so I’m mixed about going there, any disappointments associated with your connection to the Peace Council? 

G: Um, well, something that I’ve struggled with a lot, um, in the past probably year or so since I’ve gone to Antioch and since I’ve sort of begun to like, analyze what my role in society is as um, sort of an upper middle-class white person, it’s really sort of frustrating sometimes to fight with white privilege that is what I receive and how my ability to be involved in peace movements and stuff like that is really a privilege thing, and, um, just sort of the way that sometimes um peace movements um, are, like, I don’t know, sometimes it’s a really privileged thing, and I struggle with that a lot, and I struggle with why am I able to do this stuff and like but then again if I wasn’t doing anything it would almost be worse. So, it’s sort of a double-edged sword, and that’s something that I’ve been struggling with that a lot. 

I: Given that you’re at school and not here that much anymore, do you still feel connected to the Peace Council? 

G: Well, yeah, actually, it’s kind of funny. Since I’ve been, um, in a way at – the Syracuse Peace Council – Antioch College is um, has a co-op department where you go and study somewhere else and there are jobs that are um, like a list – there are list jobs and Syracuse Peace Council became a list job right before I came to Antioch um sort of through just it was a connection that was meant to happen. And um oddly enough um I started – when I realized Syracuse Peace Council was a list job people where like – “Gabe, you’re from Syracuse, you know, what’s – should I go here?”  And I was like, “Yeah, go to Syracuse, it’s really cool.” Great place to study community, like, and so it’s funny to now - I have all these people at Antioch who have who’ve lived and worked in Syracuse and worked with the community and so at any given moment there’s any person at Antioch who I can talk Syracuse with and there’s a lot of people that recognize the sort of wonderfulness of the Syracuse Peace community created by the Peace Council and it’s really nice. It’s really, really nice to see that sort of like um trickle of SPC out into the real world. Not that this isn’t the real world, but…(laughs)

I: Why is it important for people to get involved? 

G: Um, because if we don’t do something, who will? And, I think it’s really important to be aware of the injustices in the world and it’s really important to take responsibility for each other, and to take care of each other, and a lot of times in this culture that we live in now um, it’s sort of a fight for yourself kind of one-person show attitude and really, um, community is the way that life can be successful and the way to live a life with compassion and with empathy and with peace and justice in a world without oppression and to get involved and to fight for these things is the only way that you can ever live in a peaceful world. 

I: The Peace Council has been in existence a long time, as you know. And given that your connection was as a child and as a young person and now that you’re clearly an adult, do you have any notions about why the Peace Council has last so long when many other peace and justice organizations have come and gone? 

G: Um, I think hmm…Um, I don’t know. I think it might have something to do with the other aspects of um the Syracuse community in general. Um, just from the sort of the from the University and having like um I don’t know, I just think that there’s something about Syracuse that has a really good just vibe of community and there’s a really strong established community as far as I’ve ever lived here and it just seems to have – it’s a good place for community. I don’t know. 

I: What would you say to someone – and I’m sure you’ve had this conversation with peers – some who said, oh, there’s no point in getting involved. What would you say to that person? 

G: Um, I think I would say – I think that’s kind of sad (unsure phrase) – really, um, it’s sort of like that quote, you know, “they came for the Jews and I didn’t speak up, and they came for the communists and I didn’t speak up, and then when they came for me there was nothing” I don’t know the exact quote – there was no one left to stand up and it just really seems like that’s the way this world is heading and as I said before if you don’t speak up, if you don’t speak up for each other and then nothing’s ever going to change and that’s, you know, like it’s not the job of women to stop rape. It’s not the job of people of color to end racism. It’s the job of all of us as allies to end injustice and so we all have to get involved to take care of each other. 

I: Is there anything else you would like to say about your connection to the Peace Council? 

G: Hm. Um, the Syracuse peace community and the Syracuse Peace Council is a really special place in my heart and um being the spectrum of my involvement in the Peace Council has led me to um to sort of reassess my values and form the way that I want to live my life in this world and I’m really grateful that I got to be a part of this community and that I get to call this place my family. I was at the concert – the community choir concert – a few nights ago and it was just really interesting to see all the slides of everyone and to just sort of see the way that the Syracuse Peace community affects so many people everywhere. 

I: Ok. Don’t you feel encouraged? Don’t you feel like the world is not totally fucked up when we have . . . 

1
5

