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Horace Campbell Interview

Interviewed by Ed Kinane

Ed:  Welcome Horace.

Horace:  Thank you very much.

Ed:  Can you tell us where you live and where you were born.

Horace:  I live in Syracuse and I work in Syracuse University.   I was born in Connecticut, I’ve lived in Syracuse since 1981.

Ed:  And what’s your role in Syracuse University.

Horace:  I live with my family and try to make a living, working teacher at Syracuse University.

Ed:  So you teach at SU.

Horace:  Yes, at Syracuse.

Ed:  And what is your role in terms of the Syracuse Peace Council

Horace:  Well, I am a peace activist.  I have been a member of a number of national organizations and I am a member of local organizations.  I am on the advisory council of the Syracuse Peace Council, I am a member of the Syracuse Peace Council and I would like to see the organization grow as is peace promoting the ideas of peace and reconstruction and respecting human life.  I have been in the past the international chair of the, chairperson of the International Caucus of the Black Radical Congress, and that is the operation I’ve been involved with at a national level and I consider myself an activist for peace and for value of human life.

Ed:  Can you tell us something about how you’ve been involved with the Peace Council.

Horace:  Well, I ‘ve been involved with the Peace Council for the past 8 years supporting the Peace Council through participating in demonstrations and open forums and unfortunately, for members such as myself, during times such as the war in Kosovo and now the war in Iraq, there is need for more work by the Peace Council and I think at that this moment by this report of the Peace Council is to keep finding ways to expand the peace of the Peace Council.  Historically, the Peace Council is dependent upon a small core of persons who emerged from the anti-Vietnam War period.  Persons who instinctively oppose militarism and the Peace Council has been associated those people organizing against the US military and the training school for soldiers.  So during the contra wars, during the counter-insurgency wars in Central America, the Peace Council has been active.  Unfortunately, we at peace, see crisis of tremendous proportions.  We are militarists as a society is seeking to overtake us with the Patriot Act, Homeland Security and the intensification of the use of repressive powers by the government, so the Peace Council needs to expand its needs among all people in its psyche not simply those who ??? come from the peace movement, but those who come from the First Nations peoples, who come from the Islamic community in this community we have the persecution of Dr. Dafir who is being incarcerated, people of christianity who support peace, people from the Black Liberation Movement, who support who support peace, and who in my view not enough work has been done in this constituency.  The Islamic movement, and the First Nation peoples, and the Christian community, and in the Black Liberation Movement.  What we see is that we need to go out to involve more teachers and trade union movement in the work in promoting peace in society.  So this is one of the things that we have been pushing in the advisory council to find ways of how we can expand the work of the Peace Council while continuing to demonstrate, to organize and oppose the war in Iraq.

Ed:  So not only to expand the work, but also to expand the diversity.

Horace:  Precisely.

Ed:  Would you have suggestions or an approach to doing that.

Horace:  I’m sorry that we’ve had a number of suggestions at the last advisory council meeting and we have persons on the advisory council from the Dunbar Community Center, from the First Nations peoples, from the Islamic community, and there are many ideas coming forth on how we should strengthen the work for next year.  I must say, however, that we should take pride in the work of the Peace Council, because the Peace Council has been in the forefront of the peace element in this country saying that the war in Iraq  was based on lies and through fraudulence and that the government is bartering the lives of young people for the oil companies and I think those ideas are resonated well with the majority of the people of the population, so what we have to do is to consolidate at work of exposing the lies and continue to promote the ideas of dismantling the pentagon’s expenditure of billions of dollars when there are no books for school, when 40 million citizens do not have health care and when the infrastructure of the country is deteriorating.  Seymour Mellman had a plan for what is called the conversion of the military industrial complex.  We’re going into a new technological era and more resources need to be spent in the schools and in universities so that reconstructure of life instead of spending for death.

Ed:  The Syracuse Peace Council monthly magazine, called the Peace Newsletter, is it your experience that the Peace Newsletter is that relevant to suggestions you are making.

Horace:  It is very relevant if we are able to get this newsletter into the hands of teachers, community leaders, ministers and get a wider base.  For example, our social studies teachers in all the schools around Syracuse, Liverpool, Manlius, all of the schools around, if our social studies teachers were reading the Peace Council newsletters instead of listening to the very conservative radio stations and the media propaganda this is coming from the government I think we would be doing much more better work, so I think we have to work harder, I think sure to broaden our base of the Syracuse Peace Council.

Ed:  Have you found the Peace Council relevant to anti-imperialist work.

Horace:  It is not, let me use the word, firm enough, in its concept of anti-imperialism.  And in my discussions with members of the peace movement continues to be shy in meaning US soldiers as imperialists.  I don’t know if you remember the ….. the head of the major peace movement in America colleges??.  And he said, what we would we be doing if the peace movement called American soldiers criminals, and said that war crimes were being committed.

Ed:  By the soldiers themselves as opposed to just the leadership.

Horace:  Precisely, so this a very difficult situation.  But this difficulty is only being used by discussing the matter.  In other words there is an international criminal court, the US refuses to become a member of the international criminal court.  The peace movement needs to engage issues of international crimes, torture and reparations.  We need the reparations to date to develop within the peace movement.  One of my biggest criticisms of the peace movement is that the peace movement as a whole has not accepted as the history of this country was built on genocide against the First Nations peoples and on the transatlantic slave trade.  And the United Nations and the third world countries against racism established that Atlantic slave trade constituted a crime against humanity.  And the work of the movement is to build on this knowledge.  The only way to acknowledge the humanity of black, brown, Islamic people is for is us to heal from those crimes.  The South Africans have established a new tradition with truth and reconsultation commission.  We need that kind of truth to deal with the crimes of the past of this country.

Ed:  How might be Peace Council be more relevant to people of color, generally, but also locally in Syracuse.

Horace:  Well, down the street from where you are, right here, we have an atrocity that’s going on.  Which is the Midland Avenue sewage plant, am I correct?  

Ed:  Yes.

Horace:  Now, in Syracuse we have the destruction human life living with the Onondaga Lake—being one the most polluted in the nation.  Syracuse Peace Council must be peace to help, must make to peace to anti-racism, must make peace to gender balance, so in the community of peoples of color, the Midland Avenue issue must be a prime issue.  Last night you know that Tookie Williams was murdered by the State of California.  Young people in California rallied to see this government does not value human life.  And I think that question of value human life, of insuring that we do not build a central NY economy on a prison industrial complex—these are issues that must be engaged by peace governing peoples.

Ed:  With your historic perspective, and with your involvement in Syracuse Peace Council in the last 8 years, do you have a feeling why the Peace Council has survived since the 1930’s when so many organizations that are for peace and justice have not.

Horace:  Well, the Peace Council survived because they constitutionency of peace.  There is a very large constitutionency of peace.  The difficulty for this constitutionency for peace is really that we are in the era of counter revolution.  We are living in an era where the military industrial complex and expenditure on the military were big.  Stimulation of ideas of fear and hate was taught through the radio, through religious institutions, through the media so the Peace Council acts as an alternative to this climate of counter revolution, fear, war mongering and ideas of homeland security.  The problem is how can the Peace Council expand at least so that it becomes stronger with new forces so that politically in CNY we would not have our representatives in the congress supporting the war in Iraq.  When we can have that kind of political clout, so that we can influence the political direction of our state so that both our senators in the state of NY do not continue to support this illegal war in Iraq, then we would see that the Peace Council will have grown the way it is in the period of Vietnam.  

Ed:  Would you like Peace Council to get more involved in politics

Horace:  I do not believe that the issue is involvement in electoral policies, I think it is quite possible to influence politics without being involved electoral politics.  In other words, it is quite possible to shape the issue whenever we deal with senators Clinton, or what’s the name of our other senator, Senator Schumer, or Congressman Walsh, we should be raising the issues in our trade union movement, in our city council, in our wards, in our churches, in our communities, so that people are sensitive, sensitized, in other words one raised the issue of smoking in this country without addressing politics. It was just a pedantic long-term campaign to inform people of the dangers of smoking.  Now, if we are to inform people of the dangers of this war, up in Iraq to be held and to be held in the economy that’s a task that is beyond electoral politics that’s beyond the Democrats or Republicans, it’s a task that people want to embark upon.  

Ed:  Why do you think it is important for people to get involved to work for social change.

Horace:  We are aptly pressured from a new form of the economy and in the society.  The way the media is organized at present is to try to make people become mindless consumers so people become sensitive robots without thinking so that we have a country that is supposedly the richest country in the world where close to 50 million persons are without health care, where there’s still the death penalty, where there is violence against children, where there’s rape and homophobia and this ____ ideas are promoted by both forces of power.  To be involved is to elaborate on humanity to rise above the history of racism of this country so that the white people will not believe that their securities is the ideas of white  supremacy and white superiority.  So that the ideas of which this country was built genocide, white superiority?, racism and patriarchy, those ideas will be challenged as we can move towards building a society of human beings.  

Ed:  What would you say to people that tell you that activism doesn’t make a difference—that maybe come out of a period of ________ and hopelessness.

Horace:  I would like to say personally that we should look at the history of all social movements.  On December first of this year this country remembered 60 years of the ____________.  There was a woman called Rosa Parks who was involved in an organization that refused to sit on the back of the bus, and that refusal by this woman demonstrated that political action by individuals can change society.  It had its repercussions that went beyond that refusal to sit in the back of the bus.  In other words, we should not think of revolution and social activism as simply demonstrating we should think that our teachers should go to schools, should stop labeling and stigmatizing black children.  They should internalize ideas about humanity and these internalization of ideas of humanity will make a difference in the long run.  Rosa Parks and those members of civil rights movements, the people of the peace movements did impact and influence US politics in the 1960’s and 1970’s.  What we need is a new influence so that we will never have the counter revolution that we had during Reagan and President Bush.  So the imagination of John Lennon can become real.  That the ideas of all human beings living in peace can become real.  

Ed:  Aren’t the Rosa Parks ______ extraordinarily, courageous kind of giant people.

Horace:  Not really.  Our Rosa Parks was a humble woman who was able to do her ___ work and there are millions of those persons.  The reason why you would think these people are extraordinary is because history of patriarchy, masculinity and great men syndrome think that history is built by great men and women, whereas as we see changes in society coming from the ordinary working people, men and women, youth—like to children of Soweto?, who initiated the major struggle to overthrow the apartheid government, like the civil rights strugglers or the youth of the peace movement of this country, we have to see our capability of human beings, our capacity to change society that is in our hands.

Ed:  Horace, can you think of anything else that would be useful for us to touch on or if you have anything you would like to tell the viewers.

Horace:  Yes, I’d like to tell the viewers that we cannot have a serious peace movement that is not built on anti-racism and anti-racism just cannot be a slogan, it cannot be something that you say on the platform without internalizing and understanding of the crimes that were committed in the past and all those crimes that are committed in the present.
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