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Magda Bayoumi

M = Magda I = Interviewer

I: Can you tell us your name and when you became involved with the Syracuse Peace Council? 

M: I’m Magda Bayoumi and, uh, I cannot really remember exactly when I was involved in Peace Council, but I know it’s certainly after 9/11, when I find, uh, all the chaos about going to war and that all of this talk which I was very much against it so I think that’s what drove me to Peace Council and made me involved in Peace Council. 

I: And do you have any recollection of what you may have heard about or known about the Peace Council before you became connected? 

M: I think the only thing I was aware of Peace Council is for peace and that’s the drawing word for me and that’s why as I said when I heard so much about war that’s the word or that’s the organization I wanted to be associated with because I really do not it to be going around for war. (unsure of last phrase)
I: And when you became connected to the Peace Council, what were your early thoughts about it? 

M: Uh, I did not really think about it a lot except for, you know, uh for going outside and doing rallies here and there and uh I am not a big person on rallies so I was not – maybe that’s why I was not that much involved because I never really experienced to go out and and be in a rally anywhere.

I: And can you describe some of the work you did do with the Peace Council – the kinds of things you did end up doing? 

M: I went to rallies (laughs) and it, uh, it was exciting. My first rally was for the against the war in Iraq and it was very much exciting to me to stand up against something that uh or for something I truly believe in. 

I: Can you think of a high point or special time of your work with the Peace Council? 

M: The high point where I work with the Peace Council really is the education – education piece, where you go out – uh, I’ve been an educator, an advocate for education for the last 17 years of my life so Peace Council give me that avenue also to educate people about uh about my religion, about uh my community and also about the outside world because I came from a different country and I could relate to some of the people over there so it was a good avenue for me to educate others about – about me in person. (unsure of last word there)

I: I know you and I have done some speaking engagements together so, uh, can you talk about some sense of what you think the Peace Council’s successes are? 

M: I’ll go back to education again, I mean, they really educating people. They go out there, communicate with so many people so if we had uh 10% against the war 5 years ago I think now we’re having 50% or more against the war and I guess that’s all because of education so Peace Council play a big role on that education and understanding. 

I: Are there any disappointments that you have connected to the work that the Peace Council does?

M: I don’t have any disappointment. They are really doing their job and more. Uh, I have disappointment that we have not accomplished what we got out to accomplish fully but we accomplish a lot and that, that – that’s important to understand and recognize. 

I: Why do you continue to stay involved with the work of the Peace Council? 

M: Because I’m really for peace and I want to make sure that we understand each other and uh stop going to war and stop killing each other. 

I: Why is it important for people to get involved? 

M: It’s important to get involved because it’s important to have a good society to live in. We always talk about, uh, the violence on the street, the violence in the school, and we do not understand where it’s coming from. If our government is going around to war every time something happen, then we’re telling to the world – or we’re telling to our kids also we’re the bully here and if you’re stronger you can bully anyone around so the message for our kids in school is go ahead, and bully someone that’s weaker than you or smaller than you and I as – again as a child advocate and a parent advocate I think it’s very important to give this message loud and clear that being a bully – it’s not right and being out there trying to fight someone else who’s not in your size is not right either. 

I: Many peace and justice organizations have come and gone and the Peace Council has been around for almost 70 years. Do you have any notions about why it has lasted so long? 

M: I think it’s because our mission is clear and I believe also there is so many wars going on (laughs) so the Peace Council every time they try to take a breathe or slow down they find uh more uh more work around the world and around our country to keep going so it’s important to just keep going. 

I: Can you speak for a moment about involving more of the Muslim community in the work of the Peace Council? 

M: What do you mean by involving? 

I: Um, I think that there are not many Muslim men and women as active as you in the Peace Council and how might we do more to generate more interest in the Muslim community about participating in the work of the Peace Council? 

M: Uh, the Muslim community in general also for peace. They, they all – you can call them as a part of the Peace Council, however, uh, being immigrant to this – the majority of them being immigrant to this country, it’s very hard for them to establish or to go to any organization, not just the Peace Council. Their focus is different and if you look at any immigrant group came to this country, their focus was always different. The next generation, the third generation, the one you will find it more involved with the Peace Council or peace action or any other organization. Uh, if you’re looking at me in person well, I came young to this country so and I never saw myself as an immigrant. I always saw myself as a part of this country, this is my home. And that’s why whatever I do I do as – it, it looks to me very natural to me that I’ve been advocating for children or being going out to the Peace Council (unsure of phrase) but, uh, so many people look at themselves as an immigrant and that where their focus is, is a little bit different. They’re all for peace but they do not know how to do about it. Their time is uh very much uh different than my time. They need time to, to study English. They need time to focus on their career. They need time to focus on their children and how to keep them intact and culture, that (unsure of word) culture around them, but the second generation I am almost pretty sure that they will be a lot more involved in the Peace Council and other organizations. 

I: Thank you for that explanation. That was very helpful to me. Um, what would you say to someone who says that being active won’t make any difference? 

M: I say, uh, remember the Vietnam War. Being active had stopped the Vietnam War. Being active, it always makes a difference. Educating others always makes a difference, so, if we just sit down, do nothing, we’ll have nothing. So, uh, at least you do what you need to do and if it did make a difference then we are OK, if it didn’t make a difference, that, then what we are doing in this life? 

I: And is there anything else you would like to say about your connection to the Peace Council? 

M: I like it very much. It’s - It keep me intact (unsure of word), and keep me close to my belief. 

I: Excellent, beautiful. Ok. And now we just have that wonderful statement. (statement read.) 
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