SPC History Video—Fall 2005

Marcia Rothenberg

Interviewed by Rae Kramer

Rae:  Can you tell us your name and where you were born and raised and when you heard about the Syracuse Peace Council.

Marcia:  My name is Marcia Rothenberg.  I was born in ____, Michigan but then about two years old moved to Tully and then at three to Dewitt.  I have memories of the Peace Council, my first memories for probably four years old, meetings at my parents house, going to meetings, rallies.

Rae:  Can you give us little feel about your recollection about those early times.

Marcia:  They were awesome, I mean as a child I was very outgoing and I loved being the center of attention and I was just was always like at the festivals I was always chosen to cut the cake.  I remember when the Berrigan brothers, there was a party for them, and I got to cut the cake and the Plowshare festival, running around serving chili to people, and going to the all the marches, rallies and meetings.  My father would drop me off, I think it was Thursday nights at the Peace Council building, and I would help put labels on the newsletters and get a free pizza.  

Rae:  And these memories do you have them from your earliest times through you childhood.

Marcia:  All the way through, the earliest I can remember, through high school then again through college, because I went to Syracuse University, although I wasn’t as involved, but no, we built shanty towns on the campus and the anti-apartheid movement was going on, so I got involved through the college.  My father and mother weren’t as involved then, so not as many family events, but I saw people around all the time, you know so I would still run into people that I knew when I was younger, so it was like I had family members all over Syracuse.

Rae:  Sounds like a great sense of continuity, too.

Marcia:  It was awesome, I mean especially growing up in Dewitt.  There really there wasn’t that sense of closeness or intimacy with people there, where at the Peace Council people are very affectionate and you know the events, it was more personal I felt.  

Rae:  You describe and it sounds like an extended family.

Marcia:  Yeah, you know I felt that way about the people.  Maud and David Easter became second parents to me.  David actually sat with my husband for our wedding, you know, so I made very close relationships with people.

Rae:  Is there a high point that you remember through your years of involvement with the Peace Council.

Marcia:  Um, not really a high point.  I think I mean during the anti-Vietnam war movement there was an energy that I felt that my mother and father were motivated, my father very active in terms of meetings, always running to set up a sound system here-there, my mother who would be in the basement painting huge banners or you know writing making pictures to go in magazines or to go on a card or calendar or something.  I think most of my memories center around that and I don’t know if I was old enough to understand, I mean I understood that there was a war and it was bad and people were getting killed.  I remember watching the television and seeing the number killed and the number injured and all those.  There was so much energy and I kind of miss that in my own life a little because I don’t have that kind of energy to give right now and I look back at what my parents gave me and I felt really lucky.  I feel really lucky.

Rae:  There is an intensity that comes through as you speak about it.

Marcia:  Yeah, I mean it was an intense time and you know people gave up their lives, their personal lives, you know for this cause, you know political campaigns, and we were going door-to-door with my father you know and I ended up actually later on when I was, after college, when I got my job I volunteered for the McCarthy campaign, his last one, and I got really involved in that and you know it really makes you feel good when you’re with a group of people who have the common, like, common values that you feel kind of tied to them.  

Rae:  Well, I assure you’re feeling totally, very much, it’s very affirming.  Are there some SPC successes that come to mind when you think back over the years.

Marcia:  Well the war movement.  I think that Syracuse was a huge part of that.  I remember like going, you know I think Syracuse is a kind of hub activity for that.  You know, umm, maybe the anti-apartheid movement, I mean I think just being a voice you know and when people are so busy and helping people to focus on what’s outside of their community, you know, it’s important to have that voice there to kind of reminding people of what still needs to be done.

Rae;  Are there ways that your connection to SPC has affected you.

Marcia:  Yeah, um, a lot of ways, I’m much more socially aware of than I think I would have been.  I think I’m much more compassionate, I mean I can truthfully say I’ve never teased anyone in my life, I accept people more than I would have because I knew different kinds of people, I was exposed to more.  Even if I don’t make every decision the way I want to make, at least I think about it and I’m aware and I’m trying to do the right thing, even if I can’t always.  

You know like giving as much time as I’d like to.

Rae:  So it sounds as if the values of the Peace Council are in sense somewhere inside you.

Marcia:  Oh, yeah absolutely.  I think my parents had shared values with the Peace Council’s values, and I feel that I retained them and I feel there they’re inside of me and they’re part of every decision I make, they’re a part of how I’m raising my kids, and who I chose for a spouse you know that I had wanted who would share those values, and that’s really, really important to me.

Rae:  Have there been any disappointments in your involvement or connection with the Peace Council.

Marcia:  Yes, there were times when I was in college where I wanted to try to get involved and I would go to an event and I felt like the Peace Council was kind of preaching to the same 20 people and I was frustrated at that time, like why can’t we get the whole community into here, and I didn’t have a lot of experience then and the difficulties of reaching out to a community, and so I think I was I felt like the Peace Council should be doing more they should be able to reach more people and there was just a sense of frustration that I’d go to a talk or an event and I’d see the same faces and you know I didn’t know how to do anything about it but I’d wished that they’d been able to reach out farther.

Rae:  Why do you continue to stay connected with the Peace Council, or if you feel at this point that you’re not connected, what kind of caused that stopping.

Marcia:  I’m connected to the Peace Council, I think kind of on the fringes, you know I’m not an active member, I give money when money needs to be given, but right now I’ve had a business for five years, I’ve two kids, and I don’t have the energy my parents had or maybe it’s just that something hasn’t hit me as you know to become more involved.  I do other things, like I’m on the board of a local food coop and so I’m trying to participate in other ways.  But I do always think about like should I be getting more involved, what it really was a way of life for my parents and I’m not sure if I can take that step, like it was their whole life for a real period of time.

Rae:  I think we do our activism in lots of different ways.  Certainly some of your activism in terms of the food coop is very substantial

Marcia:  Yeah, I guess I guess, I guess it’s part of what the Peace Council is you know and I don’t see it that way but may that’s part of what they do in the whole Peace Council community.

Rae:  Why do you think it’s important for people to get involved.

Marcia:  It makes you see things differently.  I think if you’re not involved it’s hard to care, and if you don’t care, then it’s I don’t know maybe it’s not important for everyone to be involved, maybe there are some people that don’t get involved and it’s their job just to raise a big family or something, I don’t know, but that’s a really hard question.

Rae: It is, it is and don’t get stuck on it.  I think it relates to your earlier comments about the work you’re doing at the food coop and limited energy.

Marcia:  I think when you get involved you get an education, and I think it’s important for people to be educated, and then make decisions.  When I used to do insurance consulting my idea was get all the information you can and then make a decision how you want to feel about an issue or how you want to feel or what you want to do with your life, and the Peace Council really is an important part of that education.  They provide information you’re not going to get on the local news or on the internet on Fox or whatever.

Rae:  Well later on one of my questions is what is unique about the Peace Council and I’m responding to your earlier words that the Peace Council what I was hearing say offers another voice.  

Marcia:  Yeah.

Rae:   Can you speak about that little bit.

Marcia:  Oh yeah, an important voice.  They’re not afraid to ruffle feathers.  You know they’re not afraid to say what they really want to say.  You need people who go out on a limb.  You need a source information, the Peace Council is willing to say exactly the way it is and it’s coming from a certain point of view I agree with.

Rae:  Also, when you’re raised the way you were raised and your world view has been shaped in a certain way and to not hear the alternative voice you know something’s missing.  You know Fox news is not the only..

Marcia:  Oh yeah I was insurance for 13 years and the propaganda is the amazing.  You know you can really get sucked in and if you don’t have a base, something to ground you, you know something to show you that there’s something else out there other than the big corporate world, you know you can start losing it.

Rae:  Why do you think the Peace Council has been able to last so long when so many other groups have come and gone.

Marcia:  They haven’t tried to do things, like to branch out.  You know I think the Cultural Workers came maybe out of the Peace Council, but the Peace Council didn’t try ___ the Cultural Workers.  You know like they stuck to what they knew how to do well, that was to agitate, to activate and inform.

Rae:  Do you have a sense that the Peace Council has, in addition to what you just said, has changed over the years and if so, what that looks like.

Marcia:  I don’t know if they’re as strong as they used to be.  You know I’m not as involved.  The other thing is I think there was very committed people.  You know I think without having some really committed people willing to give their life to, not give their life, but make it their life’s work, it wouldn’t have lasted.  The Peace Council wouldn’t survived, but you had a core group of people willing to make it their life’s work, and that’s important, and whether it’s same, or as same as it was.

Rae:  Have you observed any changes and what do they look like to you.

Marcia:  I can’t really say because I’m not as involved because I don’t know the workings of it.  I still read the newsletter, I go to rallies when I can, but I wouldn’t be able to answer that.

Rae:  What would you say to someone who says that being active doesn’t make any difference.

Marcia:  Look at the civil rights movement, I don’t know, I’m not too smart.  I mean I think if you can honestly say that being active doesn’t make a difference then you’re living in your own little world and you’re not looking around.  It’s the women’s movement, the civil rights movement, you know, every—all the progress in all the rights is because of people willing be – cause of activism, you know and I would try and just explain that to them, but I think it’s something you can’t and it’s not worth getting into a fight over.  Maybe I’d give them a copy of the newsletter, find some old newsletters, you know.  Have them talk to my father a little bit, he’ll set them straight.

Rae:  Is there anything else about your connection and it really evokes a lot wonderful history as you talk about it, anything else about your connection, that experience of early connection and activism that you would want to share perhaps as it contributes to your own life or anything else.

Marcia:  Well, for all the parents I can never thank my parents enough for giving me the experiences that they did.  You know bring me into neighborhoods I wouldn’t have gone into, being around people I wouldn’t have been around, just exposing me to so much and setting an example for me that they’re willing to take their time and effort to help someone else or help a cause.  I’m trying to do that with my kids the best I can, and so I would really recommend that you use like that you use activism and social activism and the Peace Council can be a tool in that and help broaden your children’s horizons, it makes a huge difference.

Rae:  That’s great, OK.  
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