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Ed:  Rae Kramer, welcome.

Rae: Thank you.

Ed:  Tell us about where you were born, where you grew up and how long you have been in Syracuse?

Rae:  My name is Rae Kramer and I have been living in Syracuse since the summer of 1972.  I was born and raised in Brooklyn, New York and before coming here my husband Lanny Freshman and I lived in Brussels for three years where he started medical school; so we came to Syracuse with the intention of Lanny finishing his medical school work and my going to graduate school in social work and the notion that we’d probably move on at some point after that.  X-number of years later we’re still here.  We’ve raised two children here and I think we think of ourselves almost as Syracusans.

Ed:  And how did you hear about the Peace Council?

Rae:  I don’t remember, I don’t remember.  My guess is that since I was on the SU campus as a graduate student, that I probably saw the PNL.

Ed:  The PNL?

Rae:  The Peace Newsletter – published by the Peace Council.  That’s my guess.  And quite early on I got involved with the Peace Council in the kind of peripheral way but I can’t remember an “a ha” moment of realization …  “ah, this is something I should get connected to”. I don’t remember that.

Ed:  So it’s in the misty past.  Any idea when that was though roughly? 

Rae:  Yes, I can date it a little bit.  After I graduated from social work school, I got a job working on a federal project related to increasing the presence of primary health care services in Central New York.  And the project came out of Cornell and I ended up traveling to Cornell from Syracuse two or three times a week and as part of those trips I became the courier for the annual peace calendar which at the time was still under the auspices of the Peace Council.  So that kind of connects for me some kind of a timeline. That was, let’s say, 1974.  

Ed:  OK, so over the years you’ve been involved in the Peace Council, can you talk about some of the various ways you’ve been involved in the Peace Council?

Rae:  Yes, I wore a lot of hats.  In those early days, in addition to being a courier for carrying a calendar or getting ready the pieces of the calendar, my husband Lanny and I did a pancake breakfast for volunteer work, organized and arranged, and set up a fund-raising pancake breakfast and we did that several times.  So that was the mid-to-late seventies.  Sometime in there… I’m sorry the chronology is a little vague, I started to get involved with the Peace Council in terms of the Plowshares Crafts Fair which was in its very early days.  And in those early days, there was one person who was kind of the overall coordinator who would connect to a variety of other people and I became one of those people.  We were not organized into a committee at that point in any kind of a regular sense; and so let’s say the late seventies, from that point on, I got involved organizing the raffle function of the Plowshares annual event.  I have brought with me as an artifact of connection, my raffle hat which I will put on for a moment.  (She appears to take the time to put on the hat)   And old friend helped with the original decorations and you can see by the little sign that I’m an official raffle ticket agent.  This hat has been worn for 25 years plus.  It has gotten enhanced over the years and really has become very symbolic of, I think the thriving, the growth of the Plowshares Crafts Fair.  Many of the tickets represent old years, so………In fact there are a number of children in the Peace and Justice community that come to Plowshares on a regular basis who when I see them, do not recognize me without the hat.  So I think they think my head probably looks like that.  Plowshares has been the biggest source of my ongoing connection and since those early days we (weigh the Plowshares organizers change??)  we now have a committee of approx. 8 or 9 people.  During the years, some years of trouble for the Peace Council, and we can graft those that when there was peace in the country, that the Peace Council I believe became less vibrant and during those years of difficulty staffing, of difficulty with money throughout all of that, the Plowshares Craftsfair continued as a source, a real source of strength in the community.  I think it became, in its way, symbolic of a kind of kernel of commitment of the community that, even those things seemed to wax and wane, that would continue.  And I was very pleased, and so pleased to be part of that.  The committee has continued to function and thrive and succeed.  We tend to have Plowshares committee meetings at my house; for approximately half the year we meet  pretty diligently, steadily and we attribute our success to a number of things, one of which, and I don’t mean this flippantly, to the fact that we eat together.  The meetings are potluck meetings.  So once a week for about five months we see each other on a regular basis and I think we have become an example of the kind of committee that the Peace Council would like.  Groups of volunteers who have, through their own energy and passion and commitment to whatever the event is, function pretty autonomously.  I think the notion of the staff and the Peace Council steering committee is to try to nurture these kinds of activities where you don’t need a lot of labor intensive involvement by the steering committee or of the staff.

Ed:  Just, Rae, for our records, how about just saying what the Plowshares Craftsfair is and what its cycle is.

Rae:   Sure.  The Plowshares Crafts Fair and Winter Peace Festival happens once a year, the first weekend of December, Saturday and Sunday.  It’s an opportunity for crafters to come together.  We create in a sense, a mini, or, I don’t want to say make-believe, but what we would like to have, a community for that weekend.  We have grown over the years, this is the third location now, at Nottingham High School, having begun at Plymouth Congregational Church, were there for twenty years and then we went to the Southwest Community Center on the west side of Syracuse for about 13 years.  We’ve just completed our second year at Nottingham High School.  The move allowed us to grow really… we’d reached a kind of upper limits. And while we have concerns that endless growth is not a positive thing…we’ve set up some limits in our heads.  The Plowshares is the main fundraising event of the Peace Council, happens once a year and its money that is used for months afterwards – it’s very significant.  Ands its dual purpose of raising money and creating community I think have proven successful.

Ed:  Is Plowshares like the high point of your involvement with SPC or are there other dimensions to your activism within SPC maybe that you might consider a high point?  

Rae:  You had asked me about the kind of roles I had……..

Ed:  Yeah.

Rae:  Um, for a number of years I was on the steering committee.  After 9/ll and the period of kind of resurgence and revitalization of the Peace Council I was on the steering committee for four years – three to four years after that point.  And what that means is being part of the decision making about the directions of the Peace Council, allocation of resources.  Before that and during that, and continuing to now I’ve been involved on the Peace Newsletter Editorial Committee wearing a variety of hats.  And I use that as a way to go back.  Before 9/ll which was 2001, I’d say the prior four or five years were quite rocky.  Bill Mazza had been a staff person for at least five years and really, by virtue of his own strength and passion and intelligence and creativity, he very much kept things together at a time when resources were almost nonexistent.  And again this was an issue when the world or at least the United States was at least relatively at peace, people didn’t seem to support vigorously Peace & Justice work as much as they do now.  And after Bill left, the steering committee, at that point, decided that a kind of infusion of energy would be a way of bringing the Peace Council out of a low level of energy and activity, and so several people were hired to begin at once.  And this was a wonderful plan that really didn’t work very well.  And the desire really didn’t match the resources, the resources available – the desire that to have this kind of an approach- several staff people supporting each other, working part time, a synergy of several minds.  I think it was good thinking that didn’t quite pan out.  And there was a period of time that Beth Mosely and I and Paul Pearce were really the fragile glue kind of holding things together.  And I can  remember on several occasions Beth and I talking and we had independently arrived at the same notion that was kind of prompting us to continue involvement and that was, “this thing is not going to die on my watch”.  (I know that’s a kind of military term)….Trying……some other words to use.  But the point is clear, that even in it’s doldrums, even in its difficult days, we needed to keep going and need…..we both believed, again without really articulating it to each other, we both believed that the slump we were in, protracted as it was, was a slump and not the way the Peace Council was always going to be.  So in effect we were the fingers in the dike and we needed to hold on as long as we knew to - and manage to get the PNL out, the Peace Newsletter out, with the help of a whole variety of people including you.  Paul Pearce did wonderful work out of the bowels of the basement and the SPC Press and we managed I think using the Peace Newsletter as the outward external evidence of our existence to keep going.  I don’t have any crystal balls, I don’t know what would have happened if 9/11 hadn’t happened, but 9/11 became the cliché wake-up call.  

Ed:  Maybe this would be a good point to talk about the Peace Newsletter and its role as the face of the Peace Council.  You’ve been involved with the Peace Newsletter over the years in various capacities.  Maybe you have some reflections on its values to the Peace Council, its values to the community?

Rae:  I like that you called it the face of the Peace Council.  In terms of fact kinds of things, at this point we print about four thousand copies a month …….I think my numbers might be a little off, but approximately…and of that about 800 are mailed to subscribers and that includes individuals, organizations, institutions, some prisoners.  And then approximately 3500 are given out free in the Central New York area, primarily Syracuse, but some go to Ithaca, some go to Cortland etc.  And the Peace Newsletter has been the vehicle for communication for whole variety of Peace and Justice activities, not just Peace Council kinds of things - and has continued as an alternative voice and I think that’s been its most important function is to say to the local community and beyond, to some extent, here’s another way to look at what you’re reading about in the daily paper, or hearing about in the mainstream press.  There are other views.  Keep in mind that the PNL was serving that function for many, many, many years, before there was the internet, before one went to Common Dreams and went to other sites that offered an alternative view.  And always there were other publications, obviously, but the Peace Newsletter was a vehicle for internal communication within the peace and justice community and its alternative voice, and I think that’s been its most significant purpose.  Its very labor intensive and resource intensive and over the years there have been discussions about how big it should be and how frequently it should be published.  I think we periodically have to look at it – we are now in one of those times – and we need to look at it and reestablish again, is it doing what we want it to do?  I think its key but the way its been is not necessarily the way it needs to be or should be in the future.

Ed:  Any thoughts on how it should be in the future?  

Rae:  Well, my dilemma about this and I’m kind of a boring chorus with this notion.  My concern is that I think we have very little handle on our readership and we grapple with the notion about who are we speaking to, who is the audience.  Are we speaking to the choir, are we speaking to the choir plus the choir’s significant others who happen to see it sitting in the bathroom.  Are we speaking to people for whom the PNL view of life is very alien.  We just have no idea and it frustrates me that we don’t see if people are able and interested in mounting an effort to get some information, to find out some more about who the actual and potential readership might be.  I think just speaking to the choir makes us feel good, but it doesn’t address one of the other purposes of the publication, which is to give people a chance to stretch their minds a little bit.  And we should be figuring out some songs to sing which goes beyond the choir to hear.  It also, often for months at a time, becomes kind of like a dirge, then its very heavy and its very sad and its very overwhelming…with the bad news.  And…

Ed:  The content?

Rae:  The content.  Yes, yes.  And we know that there is good news.  And we need some way to share the good news and take energy from it.  Some of the endless bad news feels to me like a finger wagging,  “Wake up folks!  Wake up folks!”  And I’m not sure that’s ------------

Ed:  Thirty years now, going into your fourth decade.  Has that involvement changed you or affected you in any way you can kind of put your finger on?

Rae:  I don’t like those numbers.  They’re way too big.  

Ed:  You should be proud of them.

Rae:  (laughs)  Along with the grey hairs, right?  And the wrinkles.  I think that my connection to the Peace Council has included a whole bunch of other events and activities that we haven’t even talked about.  Annual birthday dinners.  I helped organize the Strike-For-Peace Bowlathon.

Ed:  Annual?

Rae:  Annual.  Still relatively a young child, the Bowlathon, but our aim is to have it be as permanent and solid and satisfying as Plowshares.  And those examples are examples of activities that I would not have necessarily thought about on the front end.  And I’m coming to this thing in a kind of circular way.  When we came to Syracuse with the intention of finishing school and then going someplace else, for variety of circumstances, we ended up staying here awhile – and awhile more, and awhile more.  And then we had two kids and the rest of our family lives predominantly in New York City.  And Syracuse was close enough that we could visit, reasonably.  At some point we stopped asking ourselves, “well, where else are we going to live?”  This kind of became the place that we would raise our kids and be for the foreseeable future.  Having come here with having no notion whatsoever of the Peace Council, I had no notion of Syracuse as the site of Abolitionist activity, as being the part of the connection to the Onondaga and the history of democracy and the Women’s Rights Movement.  I came here for us to go to school.  So there was all of a sudden a realization – all of a sudden? – through the years, how fortunate we were, how incredibly fortunate we were to live in a place that would allow me to participate in Peace & Justice work in ways I hadn’t even thought about in a kind of purposeful or conscious sense.  I kind of slipped into it.  I think for me personally, the Peace Council has given me a way to be involved and active that I’m sure I would have found elsewhere, I would have found some equivalent, but I don’t know, I could only speculate what my involvement would have been I those kind of activities, lets’ say.  For many years when my kids were growing up, I worked full-time for a local not-for-profit health-care organization and really did most of my activism in terms of my work, and it was very different.  It was far less radical; it was far more mainstream.  And in addition to kind of being a voice of justice or fairness at work, I dealt with my needs to be connected to peace and justice work primarily through my checkbook.  And I talk about those years as years of checkbook activism.  The Peace Council was there before, during and after -  was there for me however I wanted to connect to it.  And in the past 10 years when I went from working full-time to working part-time and now I work part part time, removed from the health care organization,  there’s been an enormous amount of room for me to get connected in whatever way I want.  And that connection is limited only by my own interests and my own energy.  In a sense the Peace Council is like a, I don’t know what the metaphor would be, maybe a sponge that has no ultimate capacity.  It can absorb activist input indefinitely.  Having the Peace Council here at a time when I was mentally and financially able to really engage more, has been very meaningful.  

Ed:  Did you come to your Peace Council activism already with a progressive prospective?  Or did that perspective, did you kind of acquire that perspective through your Peace Council association?

Rae:  I am one of a large group of people called “Red Diaper Babies” meaning that my parents were active members of the United States Communist Party and what they gave me was a world view which I am endlessly appreciative of.  I am totally convinced that this is not an issue of relative truth but of absolute truth.  People are more important than profit.  It’s our job to nurture the young and take care of the old.  To feed us and educate us and clothe us, etc. that those are a given.  That the powers that be will not give up their powers easily and willingly, and that it behooves those of us with a commitment to justice to put some energy behind those beliefs.  I came here with all of that.  But it was kind of dormant for many years, mostly when I was working full time and raising kids, and there was not much time.  I was always connected to Plowshares and always attended sporadic demonstrations or rallies.  But I would say that it was not until the last 10 years or so, the last 10 years, that my involvement has become a real part of my daily consciousness.

Ed:  Has the Peace Council been family-friendly for you and Lanny?

Rae:  Ahh…well, I love the idea that my kids were raised at Plowshares, that you know when they were little babies they slept under the table and then they went to the child care, and then they sat at the raffle table selling tickets – I loved that very much.  I think it is family-friendly.  And I need a better metaphor.  This thing, you know when I mentioned about the sponge, there is no end to the capacity, there is no end to the need.  So Lanny, for example has gotten involved doing construction work or fix-it work.  There’s all that infrastructure stuff as well as the interpersonal stuff and committee work and new initiatives.  I mean it’s endless, just endless.  I would not have thought of the words “family-friendly” but I think that that’s true.  

Ed:  You’ve been active besides the Peace Council.  You’ve been active in a lot of other community work.  How would you place your work with the Peace Council in terms of all the rest of your community work?  Is it the dominating connection or is it just one of many activities?

Rae:  Somewhere between several and many.  “Many” sounds like too many.  Umm, but a very big connection, that came originally through friendship, was how I got connected to you and to Ann, and to Latin-American issues, for a certain period of time, and I would say including now, a raised consciousness and dealing with my profound ignorance about the South and Central America, I became involved with the Caribbean Latin American Coalition  -CLAC here locally, which came out of the sanctuary movement that I knew about was not part of, that my activism was, that was during my checkbook activism days, I think, when the time of the Sanctuary movement here in Syracuse.  But as you know, I became connected to a group of people working on closing the School of the Americas and strengthening people to people ties with people in Central and South America and that activism has been separate in a sense from the Peace Council, but always supported.  The Peace Newsletter has always written eagerly about those activities.  And my life has changed.  I spent six months in prison, which if you’d asked me about ten years ago, I would have said “what are you talking about?”  And feel that that experience was significant, very significant to me.  The learning was extraordinary.  I don’t regret a moment of it.

Ed:  Why were you six months in prison, Rae?

Rae:  Oh yes, I need to fill in the blanks.  Along with many others, I went to the army base in Columbus, GA, Fort Benning, which houses the School of the Americas, a U.S. Army training program for Latin American military that is funded with U. S. tax dollars.   And like many others believed that this school, which in effect, trains terrorists under the guise of teaching Latin American soldiers how to be more efficient soldiers, we provided skills and knowledge and tools and training.  And these people went back to their own countries and acted in ways that produced great misery and suffering.   Disappearances, murders, massacres that were traced to graduates of the school and like my companieros believed that this is an immoral and shameful way that our tax dollars are spent, and that for us to preach around the world that we are the force of good and democracy, and then on our own soil, be training these people who then go back and commit atrocities, with impunity, going to prison for six months is a small price to pay.  And I’m always concerned when I have this conversation that people not look at us, those of us who’ve done this, as martyrs.  It was easy.  And there’s nothing special about me or extra strong about me.  This is not the Hollywood prison with the cell door slamming shut, Brunhilda the matron who’s coming at you with a broom in the middle of the night.  This is much easier.  And the opportunity for learning, for me, was overwhelming.  The insights that I got about the prison system.  And I was fortunate… I’m going to make the link now…fortunate that many of the people locally who were involved in that work, were also involved in the Peace Council.  And there was truly a symbiosis there and over time those of us involved in the Latin American work, recognizing that by definition that the Peace Council which serves in a kind of umbrella way, could, it would be difficult for it to pay sufficient attention to a variety of connected issues, all by itself.  And so the notion of coalition, of committees, doing a variety of work again, with, with…not symbiosis, with synergy.  So in the recent past, the last couple of years, a number of us within CLAC have pushed for a tighter connection between CLAC and the Peace Council.  And the vision that we have about this, is that as part of the umbrella work of the Peace Council it needs to be attentive to Latin American issues.  And let CLAC be that vehicle.  Likewise, there are people locally working on anti-nuclear, doing anti-nuclear work – an area of great importance for the Peace Council …I believe it can’t do it all.  Can we be connected?  Can we see some ways to make these connections meaningful, synergistic?  The Peace Council represents both an umbrella, but its also on a continuum of peace and justice organizations in Central New York and it’s not at the most left-end, towards the left-end, as compared to other peace and justice organizations locally that are a little bit more towards the middle.  The Peace Council has been the place almost where if you didn’t have another place to feel at home about your issue, you could feel at home there.  Animal rights, certainly a woman’s right to choose, certainly support and full recognition of gay lesbian relationships and partnerships.  Those are issues that the Peace Council has never shrunk from including under its umbrella.  One could not say the same for some of the other peace and justice organizations locally.  I’ve gotten far afield, so.

Ed:  Well, you slipped.  So you were going towards one of the things that may be unique about the Peace Council.  Can you think of other things that are unique to the Peace Council, locally or even nationally for that matter.

Rae:  Well, as has been said over and over again.  We are the oldest, continuously running peace and justice organization in the country having begun in 1936 under the auspice of the friends.  The fact, and I’m anticipating some of the questions, the fact that we have lasted so long is really intriguing.  Why is it and I’m taken back to those hard times when Beth and I were kind of were hanging on by our fingernails.  There have always been people in the ups and the downs who have said if this thing died, we’d have to create it.   So doesn’t it make much more sense to do what we can do to hang on by our fingernails and to make sure that it doesn’t die.  and that it becomes a little frail for a while that’s OK.  But just as the Peace Newsletter offers an alternative voice, the existence of the Peace Council its simple existence, let alone its presence, its perceived presence says to our community mainstream is not the only way to look at reality.  There is another way, another place, again hopefully not dogmatic, but open, there is more than the Rotary, there’s more than the Democratic Party machine, there is a whole plurality and included in that are people who are willing to put energy, and passion and love into peace and justice issues and the Peace Council is one of our vehicles to do it.

Ed:  The Peace Council is about people, and as people, we all have our limitations.  Has the Peace Council kind of ever let you down or disappointed you.

Rae:  Yes, you’re phrasing the question the Peace Council is people is good.  It’s not big enough in a sense that the institutionalized, it doesn’t have a corporate identity.  I don’t believe, for me anyway.  It doesn’t have a sense of self other than the people so maybe the question is have the people disappointed me.  I’m not sure the logic is right.  I don’t think disappointed, I’m frustrated always because I don’t have enough money.  Always.  I’m frustrated that there are not more people volunteering to be on the Steering Committee.  And so that’s not so much a disappointment as a frustration, we haven’t figured out how to do that yet, as to organize the governance of the thing.  We’ve struggled the whole issue of do we have members or not, how are people connected, how are they affiliated, are we a membership organization, what does that mean.  A lot of wrangling for many, many years and it waxes and wanes, and if you look at old retreat papers you see the same damn issues raised every five or eight years, maybe that’s just part of organizational life.  My frustration is similar to that with other not for profit peace and justice human service organizations.  How do we organize ourselves so as not to feel so much on the tightrope at the time.  The tightrope is not enough people, not enough money.  I think overall I am appreciative and greatful that disappointment—I’m also trying in my life’s development to hate the sin, not the sinner.  If I think me it sometimes, and to not put a lot of energy into bemoaning of what’s not working and maybe to try to find the energy to fixing rather than bemoaning.

Ed:  Now Rae you’ve been involved in the Peace Council since the mid 70’s and obviously there have been changes, recurring rhythms, are there any overall changes in the nature of the Peace Council you’ve been able to see in the last 30 years.

Rae:  I should first correct I think an impression that may not be accurate.  My involvement has really been all over the continuum, from quite little and marginal to quite intense and well connected.  So I can’t speak with accuracy and definitiveness about to answer your question.  One of the changes I think that we continually are working on is I think the core, and I define core pretty big.  The core of activists has aged and that we have to struggle more to find young people to participate.  There are always some, but looking at the 20 or 30 or 40, or whatever the number is, of people who are being continuously involved took quite a bit of time, they’re like my age and I think this is an area that attention has to be given.  I’m going back to a second for a disappointment question that’s connected to where we are now.  I think an area that we have not done as well as we need to is connecting to communities of people of color.  When we relocated the Plowshares Craftsfair from Plymouth downtown to the SW Community Center that was a very purposeful move.  We needed to move, but the choice of going to SW was purposeful to desirous of connecting in a much more real way to people of color both as crafters and as people who would come to Plowshares as visitors and buyers.  There was mixed success about that.  I think we definitely showed ourselves as welcoming, legitimately welcoming to crafters and there were far more people of color who are regulars than there were in the early days.  But now significantly we have not connected about local issues with communities in Syracuse and a substantial or substantive way as I think we need to.  There certainly is support for example the partnership for Onondaga Creek and its work trying to assist the Midland Ave. sewage treatment plant.  There have been, without a question, support from the Peace Council, Peace Council members, but thinking about the Peace Council’s agenda, it’s only in the last year has there been, I believe, more serious attentiveness to connecting to more local issues in a more purposeful way and whether those issues related to be about people of color I don’t know yet, but the historic commitment as an anti-war organization has really meant the focus has been broader or beyond the local and I have lobbied for a long time about we need to have a state focus as well, both within the Peace Newsletter and in terms of our program work.  But that’s piece I remembered afterwards and I think I’ve forgotten your original last question.

Ed:  Has the PC changed.

Rae:  I think in recent years we’ve gotten more professional.  I think the staff is competent, not that they weren’t before, I think they’re competent—I think we use the computer and the internet in ways that are current.  We’re less ragtag which I think is good.

Ed:  Would it be fair to say that whole weeks could go by and no person of color would enter the Peace Council building.

Rae:  Absolutely.  The people who are involved are pretty token.  Some are definitely involved and feel good about their participation.  But certainly awareness that I’m thinking of one specific person who has become much more vocal in recent months about she says she walks into a peace and justice event kind of casually cases the room and takes a look and comments to herself well again I’m the only one, and has an awareness about that and she has a willingness and interest in talking about it now more so than ever before.  I think that the challenge that the Peace Council has to grapple with.  I don’t believe there is a disinclination, I believe there’s somewhere there’s a recognition that to find meaningful places that the mission of the Peace Council crosses the needs and desires of communities of color.  I think we need to do some work and I’m not sure we know how to do all that work.  

Ed:  OK, Rae, someone says to you being active in these causes won’t make any difference, out of your wisdom and experience, what would you say.

Rae:  I’ve thought about this question.  I’ve thought about it in another way.  The answer I got to this other question applied here and I can’t remember the original setting, but something like being involved in cleaning up after a meeting, and knowing well I did set up so I don’t really need to be clean up and let’s divvy up the work and I’m tired and all that justification for leaving and not, always in my head always is a voice that says, “The work doesn’t go away.”  If you don’t do it someone else has to do it, the work because I don’t want to do it, the chairs don’t go back where they belong, the floor does not get swept, whatever.  For me it’s the same thing, to answer your question.  The peace and justice work has to be done, it has to be done and I also feel as I said before we’re the good guys.  To me this unequivocal, this is not an issue of is social democracy in Sweden the way to go is the more radical communist organization of goods and services as Cuba the way to go.  All of those in sense those questions are the trappings.  The values, the values issues to me are I feel totally easy about it, we are the good guys.  The work is, and I’m not a religious person, the work is holy.  The work is why we are here.  And unlike the sweeping and putting the chairs away is a great deal of satisfaction and meaningfulness and that connecting to people doing this work.  In recent years I’ve gotten involved with a sister community we have in Colombia and have visited twice.  I have also traveled other parts of the world before coming to Syracuse, a kind of vacation trips midway, and I am reminded all the time without exception, without exception, about the common humanity.  As a mom I can connect to any mom anywhere, as a woman, the same.  Now obviously there are differences you know, and I do not want to oversimplify, but the basic connections are truly there, the peace and justice work is work that’s the most meaningful of all, meaning the work that allows—the peace and justice work allows room and space for people to grow and people to connect.  The children to find their passion.  If I don’t do it someone else has to do it and how fortunate I am that so often the doing of it makes me feel good as well.

Ed:  Rae, is there anything else you’d like to say.

Rae:  I’ve talked too much.  It’s funny being on this end.  So I guess the answer is no and yes I would read the statement of purpose.
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